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The P lu m e o f the P rin c e  o f W ale s. In  ea ch  o f th e  four c o m e rs  th e la te  D u k e  o f C a m b rid g e 's  C y p h e r  an d  C oron et.
" M y s o r e ,”  “  S e r in g a p a ta m ,”  “ A lb u h era ,”  “  C iludad R o d r ig o ,”  “  B ad a jo  , ”  “  V it to r ia ,”  " P y r e n e e s ,”  “  N ive llo ,”  “  N ive ,”  “
“ A lm a ,”  “  In k erm an ,”  " S e v a s t o p o l ,”  " N e w  Z ea la n d ,”  “ South A fr ic a , 18 7 9 ,”  “ R e lie f  o f  L a d y sm ith ,”  “ South A fr ic a , 19 0 0 - 0 2 .”

World War I — 46 Battalions— “  M o n s ,"  “  L e  C a te a u ,”  “  R etre a t from  M o n s ,”  “  M a rn e, 1 9 1 4 , ”  " A is n e , 1 9 14 .  ’ 1 8 , "  "  L a  B assée , 1 9 1 4 . "  
"  M essin es, 1 9 1 4 ,  ’ 1 7 , ' 1 8 , ”  “ A rm en tières, 1 9 1 4 , "  “  N eu ve  C h a p e lle ,"  “  Y p res , 1 9 1 5 ,  ’ 1 7 ,  ’ 1 8 , ”  "  G r a v e n s ta fe l,”  "  S t . J u l i e n ,"  "F r e z e n b e r u ,"  
"  B e lle w a a rd e ,”  " A u b e r s ,”  "  H o o ge , 1 9 1 5 , ”  "  L o o s ,"  " S o m m e , 19 16 ,  ' 1 8 , "  “ A lb e rt, 1 9 1 6 ,  ’ 1 8 , "  "  B az en t in ,”  "  D e lv iB e  W o o d ,"  
“  P o z ières ,”  "  G in c h y ,”  “  F le rs-C o u rc e le tte ,”  “  M o rv a l,”  "  T h ie p v a l ,"  “  L e  T r a n s lo y ,”  “ A n cre  H e ig h ts .”  “ A n cre , 1 9 1 6 ,  ’ 1 8 , "  “  B a p a u m e , 
1 9 1 7 ,  ’ 1 8 , ”  “ A r ra s , 1 9 1 7 .  ' 1 8 , ”  "  V im v , 1 9 1 7 , ”  "  S c a r p e , 1 9 1 7 ,  ’ 1 8 , "  “ A r le u x ,”  “  P ilc k e m ,”  “  L a n g e m a rc k . 1 9 1 7 . ”  “  M enin  R o a d ,”  
“  P o ly go n  W o o d ,”  “  B ro o d se in d e ,”  “  ï ’o e lc a p p e lle ,”  "  P assch en d a e le ,”  “  C a m b ra i, 1 9 1 7 ,  ’ 1 8 , ”  “  S t .  Q u e n tin ,"  “  R o s iè r e s ,"  " A v r e ,”  
“  V illc rs B re to n n e u x ,”  “  L y s , "  "  E s ta ir e s ,”  “  H a zeb ro u c k ,”  “  B a ille u I,”  "  K e m m e l,"  "  S c h e rp e n b e rg ,"  “  H indenburg L in e ,”  “  C a n al 
du  N o rd ,”  “  S t . Q u en tin  C a n a l ,"  "  C o u r tra i,”  “  S e l le , "  "  V a len cien n e s,”  “  S a m b r e ,"  "  F ra n c e  an d  F la n d e rs , 1 9 1 4 - 1 8 ,”  "  I t a ly , 1 9 1 7 - 1 8 , "  
"  S tr u m a ,”  “  D o ira n , 1 9 1 8 ,”  "  M acedo nia, 1 9 1 5 - 1 8 , "  “  S u v la ,”  "  L a n d in g  a t  S u v la , "  “  S c im ita r  H i l l ."  "  G a llip o li, 1 9 1 5 , "  "  R u m a n i,"
“  E g y p t ,  1 9 1 5 - 1 7 , ”  “  G a z a , "  “  E l  M u g h a r ,"  " Je r u s a le m ,”  " J e r ic h o ."  " J o r d o n ,”  “  T e ll ’ A s u r ,"  "  P a le stin e . 1 9 1 7 - 1 8 , "  “  M esop otam ia,

1 9 1 7 - 1 8 , ”  "  M u n n an , 1 9 1 9 , "  "  D u k h o v s k a y a ,”  "  S ib e r ia , 1 9 1 8 - 1 9 . "

World War I I — 7 Battalions—North-West Europe , 19 4 0 : "  T h e  D v le ,"  "  D efen c e  o f th e  E s c a u t ,"  “  Y p r e s — C om in es C a n a l ."  “  D u n k irk , 
19 4 0 .”  South-East A sia , 1 9 4 1 :  “  H ong K o n g .”  North Africa. 19 4 2 -4 3 : “  El A la m e in ,”  " A d v a n c e  on T r ip o l i ."  "  M a re th ."  " A k a r i t , ”  
“  D je b e l R o u m a n a ,”  "  S ic ily , 19 4 3  “  F r a n c o fo n t e ,"  "  S fe r ro ,”  "  S fe rro  H ills ."  Italy , 19 4 4 -4 5 : “ A n z io ,”  "  C a rre c e to ,"  "  G o th ic  L in e .”
" M o n t e  G r a n d e .”  North-West Europe, 19 4 4 -4 5 : “ N orm andy L a n d in g ,”  "  C a in b e s ,”  "  B r e v i l le ,”  " T h e  O d o n ,"  “ C a en ,”  " T h e  O m e ,"  
“  H ill 1 1 2 , ”  “  B o u rg u e b u s R id g e ,”  “  T r o a m ,”  “  M ont P in ç o n ,”  "  F a la is e ,"  “  T h e  S e in e , 19 4 4 ,”  "  T h e  N e d e r ijn ,"  "  L e  H a v r e ."  "  T h e  L o w e r 
M a as,”  “  V e n ra ij,”  “  M e ije l,”  “  G e ile n k irc h e n ,”  “  V en lo  P o c k e t ,"  "  T h e  R h in e la n d ,"  "  G o c h ,"  “  T h e  R e ic h w a ld ,"  “  T h e R h in e ,”  "  L in g e n .”

“  B rin k u m ,”  “  B re m e n .”

“  K o re a , 1 9 5 0 - 5 1 , ”  “  N aktong B rid g eh ea d ,”  "  C h o n g ju ,”  "  Chongchon I I , ”  “  C h u a m -N i."  "  K a p y o n g -c h o n ,"  "  K a p y o n g ."

Colonel o f  the R egim en t B rig a d ie r  J .  E .  F .  W illo u g h b y , O .B .E .
D eputy Colonel o f the R egim en t L t .-G en . G . C . B u c k n a ll , C .B . ,  M .C ., D .L .

R eg im e n ta l H eadq uarters
Location: T .A . C en tre , D ea n sb ro o k  R o a d , E d g w a r e , M iddlesex. 
R .O .I I : C o l. F .  W ald en .
R .O .I I I :  M a jo r  E .  L . H evw ood .
Curator, Regimental M useum : M a jo r  R . W . J .  S m ith , M .B .E .

R e g u la r  an d  T e rr ito r ia l B atta lio n s  
1 s t  B atta lio n

O .C.: L t .-C o l. I. H . B a t t v e ,  M .B .E .
Location: B .F .P .O . 29.

5th B atta lio n  iT .A .)
O .C.: L t .-C o l. I . D . B ro th e rto n .

Locations
B a tta lio n  H .Q . T T .A . C en tre , D ea n sb ro o k  R o a d , E d g w are , 
"  H .Q .’ C o m p a n y  J  M idd lesex.

“ A ”  C o m p a n y  T .A . C en tre , P rio ry  R o a d , H o rn sey , N .8 .
"  B  ”  C o m p a n y  T .A . C en tre , C h u rch fie ld  R o a d , E a lin g , W .13 .
“ C ”  C o m p a n y  T .A . C en tre , O ld P a rk  A v e n u e , E n fie ld ,

M idd lesex.
“  D  ”  C o m p a n y  T .A . C en tre , H a n w o rth  R o a d , H oun slow ,

A llied  U nits

C a n a d a

3 1 s t  F ie ld  R e g im e n t , R o y a l C a n ad ian  A r t ille ry , O n tario .

2 1 s t  A n t i-T a n k  R e g im e n t , R o y a l C a n ad ian  A r t ille ry , O n tario . 

50 th  H .A .A . R e g im e n t , R o y a l C a n ad ian  A r t ille ry , O n tario .

T h e  R o y a l R ifle s  o f  C a n a d a , Q uebec.

N e w  Z e a l a n d

T h e  W ellin g to n  C o a st an d  T a r a n a k i R eg im e n t , T o k u , T a ra n a k a .

H o n g  K ong  

T h e  H o n g  K o n g  R e g im e n t (T h e V olu nteers).

H om e C ounties B rig ad e

H .Q .: W e m y ss  B a r r a c k s , C a n te rb u ry . 
Brigade Colonel: C ol. M . T .  N . Je n n in g s .
D .A .A .G .: M a jo r  C . N . C layd en .
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5 8 O fficers Lo catio n  Statem ent
REGULAR OFFICERS

Major-General G. P. L. Weston, C.B.E., D.S.O. . . Director, Land/Air Warfare, The War Office
Brigadier ]. E. F. Willoughby, o.b.e..................Chief of Staff, Land Forces, Hong Kong
Col. (T/Brig.) C. M . M. Man, o.b .e., M.C., M.A., . , Commander, 125 Infantry Brigade (T.A.)
Col. W. P. M. Allen, O.B.E., M.c. . . A.A.G., H.Q. Western Command
Lt.-Col. (T/Col.) J . W. G. Ormiston . . . - Colonel G.S., A.F.C.E.
Lt.-Col. A. G. Hewitt, M.B.E., M.c.................. A.A. and Q.M.G., 42 (Lancs.) Div./North West District
Lt.-Col. D. C. L . Nolda, O.B.E., B.A................ G.S.O. 1, Western Command
Lt.-Col. (T/Col.) A. R. Waller, M.B.E., M.c................... Colonel “  Q ”  (Movements) N .E.A .R.E.L.F.
Lt.-Col. I. R. Burrows, O.B.E., M.A. . . . . G.S.O. I, Joint Services Staff College
Lt.-Col. I. H. Battye, M.B.E., B.A. . . . . Commander, ist Battalion
Major G. C. Dawson ...........................M .C.T.C ., Colchester
Major E. F. Thompson, M.C., t . d .  . . D.A.A.G., Malta
Major P. L. Crutchfield ............................ D.A.Q.M.G., 54 (East Anglian) Div./District
Major P. L . Pearce Gould, M.B.E., M.A. . . Military Planning Staff, Federal Forces, Trinidad
Major R. D. Hutchings............. .......................The War Office (P.R. 1)
Major D. Sax. . . . ...........................T.S.O. 2, Inspectorate of Armaments
Major P. W. G alv in .......................................2IC, ist Battalion
Major C. N. Clayden ...........................D.A.A.G. and Brigade Adjutant, Home Counties Brigade
Major E. A. H. jeffcoat .......................... D.A.Q.M.G., Land Forces, Hong Kong
Major J. N. Shipster, D.S.O.. . . . ist Battalion
Major C. H. Mieville, m .c. . . ist Battalion
Major P. G. V. Bellers Home Counties Brigade Depot
Major K. J . C a r t e r ....................................... ist Battalion
Major B. A. M. Pielow ...........................G.S.O. 2, Aden Garrison
Major H. J . A. Moore ...........................D.A.Q.M.G., Scottish Command
Major R. M . Cain, B.A.................................... Adjutant, Hong Kong Regiment
Major B. K . Clayden . . ... . . Training Officer, 5th Battalion (T.A.)
Capt. (T/Major) J . I. D. Pike, m .c ................................. ist Battalion
Capt. (T/Major) G. G . Norton....................................... 4th Battalion Queen’s Own Royal Nigeria Regiment
Capt. B. H. Marciandi Staff College, Camberley
Capt. C. L . Lawrence, M.C. . . . . Adjutant, Home Counties Brigade Depot
Capt. P. A. S. Wollocombe . .  . .  Staff Captain (Q), Aden Garrison
Capt. (T/Major) I. S. Rutherford ...........................The War Office (P.R. 1)
Capt. J. S. B. Pollard .............................Adjutant, ist Battalion
Capt. R. D. F is h e r ....................................... Staff College, Camberley
Capt. M. V. Hayward ...........................Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst
Capt. A. E. McManus ........................... ist Battalion
Capt. J . M. Hewson, M.c...............................3rd Battalion, Parachute Regiment
Capt. I. M. E. Lloyd ............................ All Arms Junior Leaders Regiment, Tonfanau
Capt. W. G. A. C r u m le y .............................Staff Captain (Q), M ID E A ST (Aden)
Capt" H. M. du V. L o h an ........................... ist Battalion
Capt. M. C. D. L . Gilham . . . . Adjutant, 5th Battalion (T.A.)
Lt. P. M a lla lie u ........................................ist Battalion
Lt. M. D. L e g g ........................................ist Battalion
Lt. P. V. Cheesman ........................... ist Battalion
Lt. M. F. Deakin ...........................Army Air Corps Centre
L t p. I). J. Clarke . . . - Home Counties Brigade Depot (H.S.)
Lt' M. Julian ........................................ist Battalion
Lt. G. B u l l o c k ........................................ ist Battalion
Lt. G. G o r i n g ........................................ ist Battalion
Lt. A. B. Cowing ...........................ist Battalion
Lt. R. C. Pitm an........................................ ist Battalion
2 Lt. J. G. L o ftin g ........................................ ist Battalion
2/Lt. P. J. Monypennv ............................ist Battalion
2/Lt. B. K. F i n c h ........................................ ist Battalion
2 Lt. P. J. H u b e rt ........................................ ist Battalion
2/Lt. R. A. Bartlett ........................... ist Battalion
Capt. (Q.M.) S. C. W. Weller, M.M.......................... 5 *  Battalion (T.A.)
Capt. (Q.M.) A. E. F. Waldron, M.B.E....................... ist Battalion
Capt. (Q.M.) P. Donovan . . . . - - . . ist Battalion
Capt. (Q.M.) F. L . Griffiths ...........................2nd Ghana Regiment

Capt. A. R. F. Smith
Lt. M. H. Rose
Lt. H. S. Grant
Lt. P. M. Dubbery
Lt. D. M. Everard
2/Lt. G. N. Freeborn
2/Lt. G. A. Dudson
2/Lt. J. A. Cockburn
2/Lt. N. J. Bryant ..
2/Lt. P. B. Armitage
2/Lt. M. N. Collins
Capt. (Q.M.) E. J. Pike
Lt. (Q.M.) F. Redpath, b .e .m .
Lt. (Q.M.) M. Wild

Major
(L, Lt.-Col.) L. G. Lohan, m .b .i
Major A. E. Peasley ..
Major C. E. Rome, m .b .e .

2/Lt.
2/Lt.

Lt.-Col.
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
2/Lt.
2/Lt.
Major
Capt.

N. J. Chandler 
R. K. W. Thomas

SHORT-SERVICE OFFICERS
. . S.O.P.T., M ID EA ST  (Aden)

1 st Battalion 
. . 5th Battalion King’s African Rifles 

1 st Battalion 
1 st Battalion 
rst Battalion
Home Counties Brigade Depot (H.S.)
Home Counties Brigade Depot (H.S.)
Home Counties Brigade Depot (H.S.)
1 ith Battalion Kings African Rifles 
Ghana Military Forces 
6th Battalion King’s African Rifles 

. . 2nd Battalion Queen’s Own Nigeria Regiment 

. . 1st Battalion Queen’s Own Nigeria Regiment

EXTENDED SERVICE OFFICERS
t .d . . . .. Ministry of Defence

. .  Adjutant, Home Postal Depot R.E. 
.......................... The War Office (M.G.O.)

N AT IO N A L SERVICE OFFICERS
Federal Defence Force Training Depot, Jamacia 
4th Battalion King’s African Rifles
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5 t h  BATTALIO N (T.A.)
Hon. Col. Brig. E. E. F. Baker, c .b ., c .b .e ., d .s .o ., m .c ., d .l ., j .p . 

T.A. OFFICERS
Battlaion Commander 

. . 2IC
O.C. “  D ” Company 
O.C. “  C ”  Company 
O.C. “  B ” Company 
O.C. “  A ”  Company 
O.C. “  H.Q.”  Company 
2IC “  B ” Company 
2IC “ C ” Company 
2IC “  A ”  Company 
2IC “  H.Q.”  Company 
2IC “  D ”  Company 

..  I.O.
Signals Officer 

. . M.T.O.
Platoon Commander “  C ”  Company 
Platoon Commander B ” Company 
Recce. Platoon Commander 
Platoon Commander “  C ”  Company 
Platoon Commander B ” Company 
Platoon Commander “  B ”  Compan; 
Platoon Commander “  A ”  Compan 
Platoon Commander D ”  Compan; 
Platoon Commander “  C ”  Company 
Platoon Commander “  A ”  Compan; 
Platoon Commander “  A ”  Company 
Platoon Commander “ D ”  Company 
Platoon Commander “  A ”  Compan; 
Platoon Commander “  B ”  Compan 
Platoon Commander “ B ”  Compan 

.M.C. - - Medical Officer
Paymaster

I. D. Brotherton 
S. W. Webber, T.D. 
P. J. Hall
J. D. Gunnell, t .d .
C. W. Davies
R. J. Leighton, T.D. 
P. Davidson 
B. A. Skinner 
J. K . E. Slack. .
B. B. Pollecoff 
M. J. Beaumont
D. W. Hogg . - 
H. E. Couch . .
S. le M. Enthoven 
G. J. Young . .
K. G. Price 
S. L. J. Henshaw 
D. H. S. Herriott 
A. W. Hunt . .
J. V. Rawson . .
J. S. Richards. .
P. J. Ottino 
K. D. Murray 
D. O. M. Thomas 
J. M. Robertson 
J. A. Van de Pol 
J. C. Parkinson 
M. J. S. Doran 
R. G. Tett . .
T . D. Jones . .
D. P. Winstanley, R

Major
Capt.
Capt. (Q.M.)

B. A. Hennah, R.A.P.C.

PER M AN EN T ST A FF OFFICERS

B. K, Clavden .......................... Training Officer
M. C. D. L . Gilham ..  • ■ Adjutant
S. C. W. Weller, M.M. . . • ■ Quartermaster
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C d i t o r S  C

Readers are reminded that this is the last of the 
quarterly issues of the Regimental Journal. In future 
The Die-Hards will be produced twice a year—in April 
and October.

* * *
Lt.-General Sir Brian Horrocks has very kindly made 

available to the Regiment a draft of an article on the 
Peninsular War, which he had prepared at the request of 
the Sunday Times.

It is proposed to publish this article in serial form in 
the Regimental Journal beginning with the April 1962

In the last issue I commented on the fact that two ex­
members of the Regiment had been chosen as Mayors 
this year—Major G. Hartley, late 8th Battalion, as Mayor 
of Uxbridge, and ex-Sgt. R. A. Harrison, late 2nd 
Battalion, as Mayor of Bridlington, Yorks.

I now find that a third ex-member has been chosen 
this year—ex-Sgt. W. A. G. MacGregor, who served in
2./7th Battalion in the 1914-18 War, as Mayor of 
Southgate.

Although somewhat belated we congratulate him on 
the honour conferred on him and wish him a successful 
tour of office.

* # *
Those who read the Minutes of the Officers’ Club 

Meeting, which are reprinted on page 106, will observe 
that the Regimental “  At Home ”  held on July 1, 1961, 
was so badly attended that the Executive Committee

have proposed, subject to the views of members, to
discontinue it in future. Before a final decision is taken
it would be appreciated if Club members would send
their views in writing to the Secretary by not later than
February 17, 1962.

* * *

The additions to the existing memorial plaque in St. 
Paul’s Church, Mill Hill, to commemorate the 1939-45 
and Korean Wars, have now been made.

At the suggestion of the Vicar a special Service, 
including appropriate prayers, will be held in St. Paul s 
Church after the usual Morning Service on Sunday, 
April 29, 1962, which it is hoped many past and present 
members will attend.

Further details will be notified to all concerned by 
Regimental Headquarters.

* * *
Readers may be interested to know that it is proposed 

to hold a special parade and church service, for past and 
present members of the Regiment, at Edgware on May 
13, 1962, the Sunday nearest Albuhera Day.

A special Sub-Committee of the Regimental Associa­
tion has been set up to work out details.

* * *
It has been suggested that readers should be en­

couraged to write to the Editor about matters of Regi­
mental interest.

Whether the items are historical or just amusing 
anecdotes, it does not matter. Please let me have them.

FOR SA LE
A plain gold brooch with “  77 ”  in pearls, which was 

originally a gift to his wife from the late Col. G. W. W. 
Savile, C.B.E., D.S.O., who commanded the 77th from 
1905 to 1909.

Proceeds will be given to the Regimental Association 
Charitable Fund.

The brooch is valued at £ 5  and will be sold to the 
highest bidder.

Offers should be made in writing to Regimental 
Headquarters by not later than 28th February, 1962.

CH ARITY CO M M ISSIO N  
C h a r it ie s  o f  T h e  M iddlesex  R e g im e n t  (D.C.O.) 

Schem es for the Am endm ent of Previous Schem es
The Charity Commissioners propose to establish 

schemes for this and other purposes. Copies of the 
proposed schemes will be supplied on written request 
to the Charity Commission, 14 Ryder Street, London, 
S.W.i (quoting reference No. 136,034 137,796), and 
may also be seen at that address.

Objections and suggestions may be sent to the 
Commissioners within one month from today.
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p e r s o n a l i a

Lt.-Col. Ian Burrows has now returned from Moscow, 
where he was Military' Attaché, and has joined the staff 
of the Joint Services Staff College as a G.S.O. 1.

Major “ Nick ”  Carter has completed his tour of duty 
as a G.S.O. 2 at Headquarters, Southern Command, and 
has rejoined the 1st Battalion.

2/Lt. N. J. Chandler, one of our few remaining 
National Service officers, has been transferred from the 
1st Battalion West India Regiment, to which he was 
seconded in i960, to the Federal Defence Force Training 
Depot, Jamaica, as Training Officer.

Congratulations to Major and Mrs. Norman Clayden 
on the birth of their son and heir on December 5, 1961.

Lt.-Col. Hervey del Court writes from South Africa to 
say that he hopes to be in England for a short stay next 
August. He is booked to sail back in the Cape Town 
Castle from Southampton on September 6, 1962. As 
usual he appears to be enjoying life to the full.

Lt. Mike Deakin completes his tour of duty at the 
Home Counties Brigade Depot during the latter half of 
December and, by the time this issue of the Journal is 
published, he will have “  taken to the air,”  and started a 
tour of duty with the Army Air Corps.

John Grove, who joined the 2/8th Battalion as a 
newly-fledged Second-Lieutenant in Portrush in May, 
1940, and left later that year on posting to the 70th 
Battalion, has, we discover, been Editor of Soldier since 
1957. He is doing a first-class job in producing such an 
attractive magazine.

Enquiries have been made as to the present where­
abouts of Major George Goulden, who joined the 1st 
Battalion at Aldershot about 1924 or 1925- Any in­
formation would be gratefully received at Regimental 
Headquarters.

Capt. John Hewson is due to complete his tour of duty 
with Airborne Forces in April, 1962, when he will 
rejoin the 1st Battalion.

We are very glad to hear that Major Roy Hutchings

has been selected as Assistant Director Public Relations 
in Aden from next March. The appointment, of course, 
carries with it the temporary rank of Lieutenant- 
Colonel.

Capt. Chris Lawrence is vacating the appointment of 
Adjutant of the Home Counties Brigade Depot in 
January next, and is due to leave shortly afterwards 
to take up a Staff Captain’s appointment at H.Q., 
M .E.L.F.

Capt. Ian Lloyd, whose previous posting to the Hong 
Kong Regiment, as Adjutant was cancelled, has gone as 
Training Officer to the All Arms Junior Leaders Regi­
ment, at Tonfanau.

Major John Moore, who returned from the Cameroons 
in the Autumn, has now taken up a Staff appointment as
D.A.Q.M.G., at Headquarters, Scottish Command.

Capt. Ernest Pike left on September 20, for Dar-es- 
Salaam, where he joined the 6th Battalion King s 
African Rifles as M.T.O.

Col. Rex Waller, whose appointment as Military 
Attaché in Baghdad was cancelled, has now gone as 
Colonel “  Q ”  (Movements) N .E.A.R.E.L.F.

In October we heard from Mr. H. Austin (ex-Sergeant, 
1 ith (Service) Battalion) who is living in Southern 
Rhodesia. He was asking after his old Company 
Commander of 1914-18 War days, Capt. (now Lt.-Col. 
retired) W. H. Samuel.

Our heartiest congratulations to ex-Col./Sgt. George 
Hockley, B.E.M., on the award of the Meritorious Service 
Medal. Altogether he served 27 years in the Regiment, 
22 of which were as a member of the Sergeants Mess 
a fine record. It was whilst serving in Japan between 
September, 1952, and April, 1954. that he was awarded 
the British Empire Medal. His last appointment, until 
he was discharged on pension in i960, was as Colour- 
Sergeant in the Q.M.’s Stores at the Depot. He is now 
employed as a civilian Quartermaster with an R.E. unit 
of the Territorial Army at Twickenham.

57/77th OFFICERS’ DINNER
As everybody will appreciate, the above title is in­

correct. The dinner is open to A L L  officers who have 
served at any time with any Regular or Militia Battalion, 
and is NOT confined to regulars.

Any officers who qualify and who would like to be 
informed about next year’s dinner are asked to notify 
Regimental Headquarters.

The dinner for 1961 was held at the United Service 
Club on Thursday, November 23. It was a small 
gathering, and there were a few last minute cancellations 
on account of illness. Some came from afar, and it is 
hoped they considered their journeys worth while: 
everybody seemed to enjoy themselves.

Those present were:—
Col. W. P. M. Allen, Lt.-General G. C. Bucknall, 

Lt.-Col. I. R. Burrows, Lt.-Col. T. W. Chattey, Major

C. N. Clavden, Major B. K. Clayden, Col. A. S. J. de S. 
Clayton, ’Lt.-Col. D. Y. Cubitt, Lt. M. F. Deakin, 
Lt. R. T . Douthet, Brigadier A. E. Green, Capt. R. E. 
Guest, Capt. M. C. D. L. Gilham, Lt.-Col. T . A. Hall, 
Major E. L. Hevwood, Major G. W. Kempster, Capt.
C. L. Lawrence, Major F. A. L. Lawrence, Brigadier
C. M. M. Man, Col. A. M. Man. Capt. B. H. Marciandi, 
Major H. N. Macleod Martin, Capt. A. E. McManus, 
Major P. F. Newman, Lt.-Col. F. G. Parker, Brigadier
B. B. Rackham, Major R. W. J. Smith, Col. F. Walden 
and Col. A. R. W'aller.

A notable absentee was Col. Maurice Browne who was, 
unfortunately, in hospital.

Next year it is hoped the 1st Battalion may be sta­
tioned in this country, which should give an opportunity 
for many National Service and Short Service officers to 
meet friends with whom they served in the past.
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A R G Y L L  AN D  SU T H ER LA N D  H IG H LA N D ER S’ 
B A L A C L A V A  D IN N ER  A N D  D AN CE

The Deputy Colonel of the Regiment had the honour 
to attend this traditional occasion on October 28, 1961, 
and was entertained most hospitably by our old friends.

All ranks 57/77th Regiment will be glad to hear that 
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders are in their usual 
sparkling form. There were many enquiries for our 
Regiment and good wishes were exchanged.

Older members of the 57/77th will remember Miss 
Tucker, the popular manageress of the NAAFI at 
Inglis Barracks, Mill Hill, from 1924 to 1926. She 
married R.Q.M.S. J. McLaghlan, A. and S.H., and was 
kind enough to recount happy times at Mill Hill.

G.C.B.

CER EM O N Y A T  TH E FIELD  OF R EM EM BRA NC E
On Saturday, November 1 1 ,  past and present mem­

bers of the Regiment assembled at the Middlesex Regi­
mental Memorial Plot in the Field of Remembrance at 
Westminster Abbey for a simple service in memory of 
those of the Regiment who gave their lives in the two 
World Wars and Korea. In the First World War alone 
the Regiment lost 12,694 all ranks killed.

Prayers were read by the Rev. L . D. Milliner, Chap­
lain to the Forces, after which Lt.-Gen. G. C. Bucknall,
C .B . ,  m . c . ,  D .L . ,  Deputy Colonel, laid a wreath on behalf 
of the Regiment. This was followed by the Two 
Minutes’ Silence, after which crosses were planted.

In addition to their own members the Regiment was 
honoured by the presence of many civic dignitaries who 
braved the heavy rain in order to pay homage to the 
fallen. These included the High Sheriff and Mrs. 
Ross, the Clerk to the Lieutenancy, the Mayors and, in 
many cases, the Mayoresses, of Acton, Brentford and 
Chiswick, Ealing, Enfield, Finchley, Harrow, Hendon, 
Hornsey, Southgate, Twickenham, Uxbridge and Wood 
Green, and the chairman of Friern Barnet, Potters Bar 
and Ruislip-Northwood Urban District Councils with 
their wives.

The Lord Lieutenant was, unfortunately, unable to 
attend owing to illness.

After the ceremony the chairman of the Middlesex 
County Council (Col. Sir Joseph Havgarth, c . b . e . ,  j . p . ) ,  

who had also been unable to attend, owing to a broken 
ankle, held a reception in the Guildhall, Westminster.

R EM EM BR A N C E SU N D AY
Although the Depot of the Regiment is no longer at 

Mill Hill, the War Memorial is, and Lt.-Col. J. Turver,
o . b . e . ,  r . e . ,  Commanding the Home Postal Depot R.E. 
and his staff gave us every assistance to enable us to hold 
a service in the Chapel in Inglis Barracks, followed by 
our customary ceremony at the Memorial itself.

The Rev. L . D. Milliner, who was our Depot Chap­
lain, took the service, which was so well attended that 
some were unable to get into the Chapel. The lesson 
was read by the Deputy Colonel, Lt.-General G. C. 
Bucknall.

After the Chapel Service all present assembled around 
the War Memorial—“ H.Q.” Company, 5th Battalion
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and 32nd (Middlesex) Cadet Company on the south 
side, Mill Hill Branch on the east, and 9th Battalion 
Branch on the west. Others were on the road at the 
north-east corner.

The Chaplain then read the Exhortation, Last Post 
was sounded, the guns boomed, and the Two Minutes’ 
Silence was observed before the sounding of Reveille.

Then General Bucknall, deputising for the Colonel 
of the Regiment, laid a wreath on behalf of the Regi­
mental Association. He was followed by representa­
tives of the 1st Battalion; 2nd, 3rd and 4th Battalions 
and the Depot; 5th and 6th (Militia) Battalions; 5th 
Battalion (T.A.); 7th, 8th and 9th Battalions (T.A.); 
Mill Hill Branch O.C.A.; 9th Battalion Branch O.C.A.; 
32nd (Middlesex) Cadet Company A.C.F.

The various detachments on parade then formed up 
and marched past the Deputy Colonel, who took the 
salute. At his side on the Saluting Base was Pte. 
Robert Ryder, v.c., who gained his award with our 
1 2th (Service) Battalion in 1916. It was a splendid 
effort on his part to turn up from Hucknall, Notting­
hamshire, especially as he has to walk with the help of 
crutches.

Transport was arranged to take all those without it to 
our new Regimental Headquarters at Edgware where the 
Officer Commanding “  H.Q.” Company of our 5th 
Battalion had provided splendidly for our refreshment. 
There was an excellent gathering of Old Comrades, 
which continued until late in the afternoon, and it is 
hoped that all who had come from afar felt that the day 
had been worth while.

On this day, perhaps, more than on any other, we 
mourn the loss of what had been the home of the 
Regiment for so many years, but the Home Postal Depot 
showed that they fully understood our feelings, and 
could not have been more kind and co-operative. W e 
would like them to know how much we appreciated this.

In closing this short account of a memorable ceremony 
we must congratulate Cpl. G. Chacksfield of the 5th 
Battalion on his excellent bugling.

R EG IM EN TA L REUNIO N, 1961
The annual reunion was held at the Seymour Hall, 

London, W .i, on Friday, November 17, 1961.
The Deputy Colonel of the Regiment, Gen. Bucknall, 

presided, in the absence of Brigadier Willoughby, who 
is now in Hong Kong. We were very glad to see Gen. 
Sir Brian Horrocks with us again. Altogether there were 
575 present this year as opposed to 546 last year—an 
encouraging increase, which we hope will be improved 
on next year. We were particularly pleased to welcome 
one of our two surviving V.C.s, ex-Sgt. James Ryder, 
who travelled all the way from Hucknall, in Nottingham­
shire, and back the same night. As he now has to walk 
with crutches he certainly' showed the “  Die-Hard 
spirit.

Dance music was provided by Harry Temple and his 
band. Although there seemed a certain amount of shy­
ness earlier on, the dance floor was filled before the end 
of the evening, and many were sad when the time came 
to close down.
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B.B.C. Television appeared during the course of the 
evening to get material for a short programme about the 
Regiment, which was shown in “  Town and Around 
on Tuesday, November 21, 1961. That South African 
War veteran, Lt. “ Bob ”  Douthet, was excellent in his 
interview on the screen, and seemed quite unperturbed 
by his sudden plunge into the TV w’orld!

REUNION OF BANDSMEN AND DRUMMERS
A reunion of the Bandsmen and Drummers, the first 

of its kind, was held at the Regimental Headquarters on 
Saturday, October 21, 1961. This event was the result 
of a suggestion of ex-Bdsm. A. R. Drane, known to the 
2nd Battalion Bandsmen as “  Brewer ”  Drane. His 
indefatigable work of eight months writing to news­
papers, musical journals, works news sheets, advertising 
on the programmes of famous football clubs and to 
numerous individuals paid a dividend of which he can 
be proud.

Over 60 ex-”  Die-Hards,” with their wives and 
families, attended and the period covered w'as from 1898 
when Jack Ellis enlisted into the 2nd Battalion to 
Bandsmen still active in the Regiment today. The total 
of friends gathered together was well over 100. The 
catering was excellent and caused many' favourable 
comments on the activities of Capt. Beaumont of the 5th 
Battalion and his staff. The success of the meeting was 
such that various suggestions were made from making 
the reunion an annual event to the forming of a club 
within the Regimental Association so that Bandsmen and 
Drummers can meet at the drill halls, etc., used by the 
existing Branches. If readers who are interested would 
get in touch with Regimental Headquarters and give 
their view’s, it would be appreciated.

The silver bugle presented by the W.O.s and Sergeants 
of the Depot to George Pocock was officially handed 
over. This bugle was originally carried by Drum-Major 
Phillipson of the 1st Battalion and had also been used by 
another silver bugler of that Battalion who was present, 
ex-Drm. Albert Windows.

As well as having the two holders of the silver bugles 
there were representatives of all fields of sports including 
those in the champion class. Ex-Bandmasters were 
represented by Mr. C. Trowt, whilst five others were 
unable to attend and sent their apologies. Each of the 
four regular Battalions, two special Reserve Battalions 
and the four Battalions of the Territorial Forces w’ere 
represented, and also one from the 13th (Service) 
Battalion. An old “  Die-Hard,” “  Boss ”  Barter, who 
enlisted on New Year’s Day', 1903, had also served in 
the bands of the Honorable Artillery Company and the 
Coldstream Guards during his 29 years service. Instru­
ments played and the ability may have differed but the 
salient feature was the eagerness of those present to meet 
again and re-live those pleasant days when a bandsman 
or drummer was a chosen man who led his regiment both 
on the march and in his conduct at all times.

Col. Walden and Major Heywood w’ere two officers 
who had in the past had a lot to do with the Band and 
Drums and had been invited to join the gathering. At 
future meetings it is hoped other officers will be able to

attend and talk over the different aspects of Staff Parade. 
Many hilarious references were made to the days when 
senior officers were young subalterns and balding and 
stout old soldiers were smart and trim young “  Badgies.

In conclusion, all present on this memorable occasion 
wish to express their heartfelt appreciation of the tre­
mendous amount of work done by Mr. Drane to ensure 
such a happy and successful evening.

R E G I M E N T A L  

M U S E U M

Two sets of medals of the First World War have 
recently been presented to the Museum—those of Major 
L. H. Owens and of Cpl. C. H. Harris.

The medals of Major Josephs are the 1914 Star with 
clasp, the British War medal, and the Victory medal. 
As published in the last issue of the Regimental Journal, 
Major Josephs originally joined the 6th (Militia) Bat­
talion. He was a qualified instructor of musketry, and 
on transfer went to France in 1914 with the 4th Bat­
talion, landing on August 14. He was with D Com­
pany at the Battle of Mons, August 23, being made a 
prisoner when the Company were fighting at Obourg. 
He made the pilgrimage to Mons on many occasions and 
in 1952 was our senior officer at the annual ceremony to 
commemorate the battle.

The second set of medals, those of 2508 Cpl. Charles 
William Harris (although shown in some records as 
T .F . 293431) are the 1914-15 Star, British War medal 
and Victory medal.

Cpl. Harris enlisted in August 1914 in immediate 
response to Lord Kitchener’s appeal. He joined the 
9th Battalion at Pound Lane, Willesden, and after 
finishing his training was transferred to the 2 10th 
Battalion when a complete company was drafted to fill 
vacancies and bring the unit up to strength for active 
service. He went with the Battalion to the Dardanelles, 
landing at Suyla Bay in August 1915. He served through­
out this short-lived campaign and, when all troops were 
evacuated, he sailed with the Battalion and landed at 
Alexandria on December 19, i 9 r5-

The 2 10th were in the area east of the Suez Canal 
during the Battle of Rumani, but did not take any active 
part in it. Cpl. Harris moved with the unit from Egyqrt 
to Palestine and it was during the Second Battle of Gaza 
in April 1917 that he was killed.

Another item of interest which has been given to the 
Museum is a menu card printed in English and Chinese 
and entitled “  Welcome Entertainment to the 25th 
Middlesex Regiment ”  at the Yuen Restaurant, Hong 
Kong, on April 30, 1917*

This card was found by one of the soldiers of 4 5th 
(Cinque Ports) Battalion The Royal Sussex Regiment 
(T.A.) whilst pulling down an old house in the Lewes 
area, and was handed over by him to W.O.2 E. Steward 
of our Regiment, who is a Permanent Staff Instructor of 
this T.A. Battalion.

R.W .J.S. .7
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1st Battalion Notes
SPECIAL M ESSA G E FRO M  LT.-CO L. I. H. BATTYE, M.B.E., Comm anding ist Battalion The M iddlesex

Regim ent (Duke of Cam bridge’s Own)

The Battalion has now become a completely motorised unit. Each company has its own support platoon and both 
rifle and support platoons have their own armoured personnel carriers, one per rifle section and support weapon 
detachment.

Companies are mobile self-contained battle groups trained to work closely with armour, artillery and engineers.
A greater number of specialists than ever before is now required in the Battalion. It is my aim to train all regular 

soldiers as specialists: mortarmen, anti-tank gunners and signallers. With over a hundred vehicles in the Battalion 
I can now promise that every soldier within a few months of joining a company will be taught to drive.

The Battalion urgently requires intelligent, capable men who are able to train successfully as specialists and drivers. 
I f  all members of the Regiment, past and present, bear in mind the fact that this long-promised new equipment is 
now with this Battalion I believe it will help in attracting the modern young man. Every single recruit helps us maintain 
our strength and standards now. ___________________________________

The summer of 1961 has seen revolutionary changes 
in the infantry soldier’s “ battle ”  in Europe. For 
centuries the “  Die-Hard ”  has not only fought on foot, 
but has been required to march to the scene of the battle, 
albeit from time to time he has been provided with 
transport of one kind or another. Now he is a motorised 
infantryman. Speed of movement, both mounted and 
dismounted, flexibility in deployment, and the ability to 
be self-contained for long periods are the hallmark of 
the motorised infantryman. No longer need he envy the 
trooper, gunner or sapper in their ability to carry 
“ bivvie and brew can ”  into battle.

The first armoured personnel carriers arrived in 
April. Unhandsome hybrids with unpredictable per­
formance. Disparaging comments were plentiful. In 
fact, the worst forebodings were not fulfilled and, 
despite certain shortcomings, our A.P.C.s have done 
well. Interesting developments emerged from the 
advent of these creatures. Hitherto a multitude of cars 
—tangible evidence of the affluence of the regular 
soldier—were to be found parked around the barrack 
circuit. A.P.C. driver training on the circuit achieved 
in one day what neither admonition nor threat had 
accomplished in two years! Capt. Pat Donovan, our 
M .T.O., once perhaps the biggest proprietor of military 
equipment in the Battalion, has almost completely sold 
out to the recently-created Company M.T.O.s and, 
with consummate skill, is transforming himself into 
an urbane staff officer.

In July a reorganisation of the Battalion disbanded 
Support Company and gave the rifle companies a support 
platoon comprising both mortars and anti-tank sections. 
Support Company, which has been part of the Bat­
talion since machine-gun days, had a character of its 
own and a very fine spirit, and when required in Cyprus 
was able to turn its hand to straightforward infantry 
work with distinction. It was sad to witness the passing 
of Support Company. The decision to disband was not 
taken by the Commanding Officer until it became 
evident at the end of an exercise that the time had come 
to implement the new organisation.

August was a quiet month despite international 
tension. Platoons carried out marches lasting several

days in preparation for the forthcoming formation 
exercises. Fitness and ability to march are as important 
in the motorised battalion as they have been hitherto. 
Meanwhile as many as could be spared took leave, 
especially the married and resident who had children 
home on school holidays. Holland, Switzerland, Italy, 
Spain and Yugoslavia seemed to provide the most 
attractions this year.

By the beginning of September 1 British Corps 
Exercise “  Spearpoint,”  w'hich for some time had been 
in the back of our minds, began to loom large. We 
knew that it would entail rapid movement by balanced 
forces of all arms over long distances, across several 
major water obstacles and low’-lying boggy country. 
Consequently Exercise “ Autumn Folly,”  a Battalion 
exercise designed to practice the techniques required 
for “  Spearpoint,” was held during mid-September. 
Our direct support battery of gunners, 28 Medium 
Battery, and squadron of Engineers, 25 Field Squadron, 
took part and representatives of our affiliated “ A ’ 
Squadron of the 14/20 Hussars, the R.A.F. and Army Air 
Corps also participated. A long advance was carried 
out, two assault crossings of rivers w’ere made, 
the sappers built a heavy ferry for the vehicles and much 
bootleather was worn out in spite of our ownership of
A.P.C.s—proving that old habits die hard. The Com­
manding Officer was able to view the battlefield from a 
helicopter and seemed pleased with what he saw!

And so to Soltau for the second time this year in 
preparation for Exercise “  Spearpoint.”  Soltau normally 
offers either dust or mud. We were lucky. We had dust 
but it was tempered by recent rain. The first week was a 
busy one. “  A ,”  “  B ” and “  C ”  Companies, each with 
“ A ”  Squadron, 14/20 Hussars, were set a company 
squadron exercise. These were in all cases a success 
and showed how quickly the Companies were back into 
their stride after the August break. Later in the week a 
Battalion exercise with “ A ” Squadron was held which 
was attended by the Commander-in-Chief, Gen. 
Sir James Cassels, g .c .b . ,  k .b .e . ,  d . s .o . ,  a .d .c .  The 
Commanding Officer “  bear led ”  the Commander-in- 
Chief and the 2IC had his moment of glory as Exercise 
Battalion Commander. An interesting development
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occurred towards the end of the exercise when the 
Commanding Officer enlisted the services of Jove and 
struck the Battalion and Company Commanders with 
thunderbolts. Command of the Battalion devolved on 
Capt. Tony McManus and command of Companies on 
Lt. Paul Mallalieu, Lt. George Goring and Capt. John 
Durtnell. The “ younger set ”  took over their duties 
with alacrity and zest and with a minimum of delay 
the advance was continued and the exercise brought to 
a successful conclusion.

The second week at Soltau began with 11 Infantry 
Brigade Group Exercise “  Battleaxe.”  In spite of the 
extremely bad going we pressed on along thickly- 
mudded tracks with enormous pools of water every few 
hundred yards to cross the imaginary river mentioned 
in the exercise narrative. The latter part of the week 
was devoted to striking camp and preparations for 
Exercise “  Spearpoint,” the highlight and culminating 
point of the year’s training.

Personality Column
Major Norman Clayden, Battalion Second-in-Com- 

mand, left during August on posting to the Brigade 
Depot as Deputy Assistant Adjutant General. Major 
Clayden, a keen trainer and great sportsman, and Mrs. 
Clayden, the secretary of the Wives’ Club, will both be 
missed very much in the Battalion. \\ e send them both 
our very best wishes for a happy tour of duty at Canter­
bury, and the remainder of their kit which would just 
not go into their car. Major Peter Galvin has taken over 
as Second-in-Command.

W.O.i T. McMillan, R.S.M. since 1958, left during 
the current quarter to become R.S.M. of 4th Battalion 
the Buffs (T.A.). We all wish “ M ac”  and Mrs. 
McMillan the best of luck and happiness in the new 
job. W.O.i R. Dodkins is now R.S.M. and is con­
gratulated on his promotion.

Capt. Allan Cowan left early in September to retire. 
For several years he has been P.R.I. and Messing Officer. 
We shall miss him and his wife, and wish them good 
fortune in civilian life.

Capt. Ronnie Fisher has gone to Shrivenham for 
three months prior to his Staff College course at Canter­
bury which begins in the New Year. Other recent 
departures include Lt. Chris Allanson of the Queen s 
Surreys, who stayed with us for support-weapon pre­
course training, 2/Lt. “  Rod ”  Pickis (R.A.E.C.), our 
unit Education Officer and Officers’ Mess garden 
member, who left us in September on National Service 
release, C.S.M. Simmons posted to the Brigade Depot, 
and C.S.M. “  Thundercloud ” Thorogood, who has 
departed to civilian life. We also miss W.O.2 Edwards 
(R.A.P.C.), whom we congratulate on his promotion to 
W.O.i, and Sgt. “  Dickie ”  Butler who has joined the 
personnel selection staff at the Brigade Depot. Sgt. 
Brereton has been posted to an R.A.S.C. company in
B.A.O.R., and S/I. Poole has returned to Aldershot.

To all we wish well in the future.
We welcome:
Lt. Harry Lyons, R.A.E.C., now an “  expert ”  on 

the rear link, 2/Lt. Bob Bartlett from Sandhurst, C.S.M. 
Wildgoose and Sgt. Cakebread from the Queen s 
Surreys, C.S.M .I. Issit, A.P.T.C., from Aldershot, who

WO.2. V. Edwards at his “ Farewell Dinner "

replaces S I. Poole, and S Sgt. Harrison, R.A.P.C., who 
replaces W.O.2 Edwards.

We congratulate Major David Pike on his promotion 
and his excellent choice of champagne, and Padre 
“  Bill ”  Craw te and Mrs. Crawte on the birth of a 
daughter. Also to be congratulated are O.R.Q.M.S. 
Cripps and C.S.M . Walters on their promotion to 
Warrant rank, C/'Sgts. “  Clem ”  Clements, Power and 
Cakebread, S Sgt. Probert and Sgt. Miles on their 
recent promotions.

During July we were visited by Major David Lansana 
of the Sierra Leone Army. He has been well acquainted 
with the Regiment for a long time, having served with 
Lt.-Col. Hewitt and Major Galvin in Sierra Leone 
many years ago. More recently he attended a course with 
Capt. Donovan and has served with Lt. Kenrick, who is 
now attached to the Sierra Leone Regiment. Major 
Lansana so obviously enjoyed his stay with us that we 
w’ere very’ sorry to see him leave and hope he will be 
able to visit us again.

Two Queen’s Gurkha Orderly Officers, Capts. 
Pilbader Rana and Tombasing Gurung, visited the 
Battalion in August. There was not a lot of the more 
interesting type of training for them to see but they 
appeared to enjoy their visit and we were pleased to 
have them.

Finally, on “  Spearpoint ” we were umpired by- 
officers and N.C.O.s of the ist Battalion the Queen’s 
Own Rifles of Canada, led by Major Frank Mead. We 
liked our umpires very’ much, nevertheless we gave 
them “  a run for their money ”  and at times they were 
hard pressed to keep up with us. They are to visit us in 
barracks later this month, when both Officers’ and 
Sergeants’ Messes look forward to entertaining them.
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BA TT A LIO N  H EAD Q UARTERS
The nerve centre of the Battalion has been earn ing 

on in its usual industrious way during the last quarter, 
and has managed to unravel the awkward tangles it 
usually gets into.

The chief brain, O.R.Q.M.S. Cripps, has kept his 
underlings well under control and managed the office in 
his usual efficient manner. Congratulations are offered 
on his recent promotion; perhaps he is now overpaid as 
well as overworked.

The Parts I, II, III Orders departments are running 
smoothly in the capable hands of Sgt. Gibbs and Cpl. 
O’Gorman. Sgt. Gibbs is at the moment once more on 
leave, no doubt a deserved rest. Perhaps he is trying to 
surpass Cpl. O’Gorman’s record of 1959- Cpl. O'Gor- 
man, since his return from Exercise “  Spearpoint ”  has 
joined the “  Order of the Sling ” —undoubtedly the 
result of too much typing.

A welcome addition to our team is Pte. Bennis, ex- 
Support Company clerk. He has brought some of his 
old company’s light-heartedness to us and has settled 
down quite happily as Documents Clerk during the 
absence of L  Cpl. Gower on leave.

L/Cpls. Buckridge and Gower were promoted while 
the Adjutant was on leave—behind his back so he says— 
and the least of his threats was to put them both on a 
cadre. Pte. Waller, apart from his duties as i c filing and 
despatch, spends any spare time he has inventing gadgets 
and labour-saving devices for his desk. These seem to 
work fairly well, and are probably the reason why he 
has so much time to spare.

Pte. Painter returned from an extended extension of 
leave and found that he had been posted to “  H.Q." 
Company stores. He took the news philosophically. 
Pte. Fordham, who has spent the last six months at the 
Adventure Training Centre in Norway, will be returning 
to us shortly, but his future with us has still not been 
decided.

The movements department, under the management 
. of L/Cpl. Buckridge and Pte. Hill, have been busy trying 
to please everyone. Pte. Hill has remained constantly at 
great heights but comes down occasionally for NAAFI 
breaks, nevertheless he is doing a good job.

When the next issue is brought to press, there will 
undoubtedly be more news of changes, as three of our 
staff will have departed for the joys of civilian life.

Intelligence Section
The event of greatest importance during this quarter 

has been the departure of Sgt. Butler. We shall miss 
the omniscient presence, wreathed in cigarette smoke, 
dispensing wisdom and knowledge to all in need. He 
has gone to join the ever-growing Middlesex clan at 
Canterbury, as P.S.O. Sergeant. We all wish him the- 
best of luck under Capt. Lawrence and hope to see him 
back with us again soon.

In his place we welcome Cpl. Dickons. He was thrown 
into the mill just before Exercise “  Spearpoint ”  but 
came through the ordeal with his moustache twirled 
high-. During our winter hibernation he will have plenty 
of time to “  get aboard ”  the section.

Just before ” -Spearpoint,”  Pte. Clarke finished his 
National Service and made his own way home. By now

iards

he should be well settled in to the boring routine of good 
food and no guards.

Reference mention of I.O.’s new car in the last issue— 
delete “  so far unscratched.”

Church
It is now a year since the present chaplain took the 

“  Die-Hards ”  under his wing. The rank and file are 
still resisting his spiritual overtures with as much 
tenacity as the men of Albuhera resisted the enemy of 
old. Whether the minority will come out victors in 
this particular campaign remains to be seen.

One is reminded of the Old Testament story of 
Elisha consoling his rather fearful servant when face to 
face with overwhelming odds. Opening his spiritual 
insight so that he might see the forces of God arrayed 
with him, he said: “  Fear not; for they that be with 
us are more than they that be with them.”

We all need such a revelation from time to time, and 
none more than a chaplain to the Forces. It’s a pity 
that Elishas are so hard to come by.

With so many “ breaks through ”  in other spheres, 
it’s nearly time we had a “  break through ”  in the 
spiritual realm—through the invisible barrier that cuts 
off the desire for worship from the average soldier.

With most of his generation he is still looking for 
what he can get out of it in the way of tangible “ perks ” 
—and, of course, the Church just doesn't lend itself to 
that any more. Certainly not to the well-paid and well- 
cared-for modern soldier.

“  H.Q.”  CO M PANY
Since our last notes there have been a series of 

major changes.
First, w'e welcome the “  Bearded Wonder and his 

merry men to the Company on the break-up of “  S 
Company. Being very elusive, we decided to take them 
to Sennelager with the rest of the Battalion to classify. 
This was done successfully writh the aid of C Sgt. 
Clements, who fed us very well. He even had the 
buckets well organised. “  Well done, ‘ Colours .

Having recovered from Sennelager and the fact that 
we had lost C.S.M. Dodkins, who had been promoted to 
R.S.M . on the departure of R.S.M . McMillan, we then 
had to say good-bye to Captain Fisher, off to Staff 
College, and welcome Lt. Rose, who is to act as Company 
Commander until the arrival of Major Carter.

The new- C.S.M . is W.O.2 Walters, who may or may 
not be a loss to the Signal Platoon. W e must say good­
bye to one other, Sgt. Argent, our Provost Sergeant, who 
is off to the Junior Leaders’ Battalion. His replace­
ment is C Sgt. Cakebread, a new addition to the Bat­
talion, who has been hiding away in the Q.M.’s Stores. W e 
congratulate him on his promotion to Colour-Sergeant.

Before we close we would like to ask the “  Bearded 
Wonder ”  why, when on Exercise “  Spearpoint, he 
asked the Company Commander if he could shave his 
beard off. Could it be that he thought the S.A.S. was 
after him?

We wish to all those who have left, or are leaving, the 
very best of luck and success in their new appointments 
and to those now joining the best of luck. W e hope that 
they will enjoy their stay.
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Signal Platoon
The Platoon has had a very busy quarter, although 

quite an enjoyable one. During the Company training 
weeks it had the responsibility of maintaining com­
munications with the companies wherever they went. 
This turned out to be no easy task but, as usual, the 
Platoon excelled themselves and by the use of “  Sky 
Wave ”  managed to get through each and every day, 
sometimes over distances of up to 70 miles. Without 
doubt the Platoon was hard pressed to keep up with its 
heavy commitments during this period; some of our 
members did not see barracks for over a month. One of 
these was the R.S.O., who, though not on duty, took 
off to the terrible haunts of “  Les Paris ”  (France) and 
points south, returning very' haggard and drawn, and 
giving the excuse that “  It was a long drive back.”

During the Company weeks the Platoon set up what 
w’as termed as the ideal control station on the “  Piper’s 
Hill.”  It was so well situated in fact that it had a 
Gasthaus 100 yards due north and another due west, 
plus the added attraction of Berlin tourists on holiday. 
This, together with L Cpl. Anderson’s cooking, made 
more than one singular remark that they had never 
tasted “  Compo ”  so good.

The Battalion Exercise, "Autumn Folly,”  went very' 
well for most of us. The R.S.O., however, had the 
misfortune to lose his champ at one stage and was 
wandering around for 8 hours, complete with an A41, 
muttering under his breath.

This was followed by Infantry Tank training at 
Soltau for the period September 25 to October 5, w here 
many of us renewed old acquaintances at Schneverdingen 
and then on to Exercise “  Spearpoint ”  after a three- 
day pause for breath in a rest area. L  Cpl. O’Riorden 
managed not to last quite so long for he very carefully 
tore a shoulder ligament playing rugby at Soltau.

After moving to the concentration area the exercise 
began at 0600 hrs. on Monday, October 9, and went well. 
For the Platoon it proved very successful and, as we 
maintained our usual good communications, there were 
“  No complaints ”  from above. (Of course C S 16 was, 
as always, invaluable as the step-up and relay link.)

While we remember, who was the person who couldn’t 
manage to get over the tail-board of his three-tonner 
and so spent the night under it lightly covered by the 
canvas of a r60-lb. tent? Who was the officer who led 
the charge on an “  enemy ”  road block midst heavy 
small-arms fire only to find out that it was the American 
Battle Group of our own allies who were occupying the 
village? Who, using very correct army target procedure, 
wiped out the American Battle Group (yes, the lot) 
and still maintains that it was the K .S .L .I. and that 
the umpires were not playing the game?

Who was it who charged through what they thought 
to be enemy lines with the C.P. and Battalion H.Q. 
Group and got them all killed off for six hours. Guess 
who the enemy turned out to be; “  Yup,”  it was the 
American Battle Group again. Those Yanks were 
everywhere.

We were unlucky with our D.R.s on this exercise. 
Both Ptes. Stephenson and Stewart had unfortunate 
accidents. Luckilv neither was very’ serious; Pte.

Lt. Rose manning the Command Post A .P .C .

Stephenson broke his shoulder and Pte. Stewart pulled 
a muscle. We hope they have a speedy recovery. 
“  Steve ”  is at present wandering around barracks with 
his arm in a sling chuckling to himself that it is good for 
the C .I.Y . and*administrative inspections. Pte. Stewart 
went one better and managed to talk himself out of 
hospital so that he could get away to ..Sw eden for some 
leave.

The Platoon is now back in barracks once again and 
w e are busy cleaning up after the exercise before getting 
down to the preparations for the annual administrative 
inspection.

During the past quarter we have said farewell to quite 
a number of our old members. C Sgt. W alters has left 
us on his promotion to W.O.2. We offer our congratula­
tions and hope he enjoys wearing his red-banded, 
peaked cap. Cpl. Phillips, L  Cpls. Jones and Challenor. 
Ptes. Joel, Clayton, Gibbons, Masoero and Heslin have 
left us for the joys of "  Civvy Street.”  We w ish them all 
the best of luck.

We have also welcomed some new members to the 
Platoon: Ptes. Stewart, Phillips, Morly, Kingham and 
Munns. I understand they actually volunteered to join 
us. They must be mad!

The Platoon w ould like to congratulate Cpls. Stewart 
and Dowsett on doing so well on their Hythe course, and 
L Cpl. Dowsett and Pte. Howell on their promotions 
to Corporal and Lance-Corporal respectively.

M .T.
The writing of these notes marks the end of the 

training year and, for the AI.T. Platoon, a very successful 
one. We now appear to have mastered the Humber 
i-tonners. For Exercise " Spearpoint we had a 
too per cent, turnout. All members of the Platoon gave 
a good account of themselves and, due to the untiring 
efforts on the part of Sgt. Pritchard, L  Cpl. Jamieson. 
Ptes. Stimpson, Barnett, Williams and Smith to get the 
P.O.L. through, of Sgt. Peacock (R.E.M.E.) and his 
fitters who worked non-stop to keep the vehicles running, 
and Sgt. Hawes, who, with L Cpl. Butler and Pte. 
Holland provided the spares, all wheels were kept
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turning. Thus we helped our victorious Redland Army 
to success. Cpl. Brennan managed to clock over 1,900 
miles in providing the rations, thus accounting for the 
satisfied look on his face upon return. L/Cpl. Butler was 
seconded to the 14th 20th for a night only and ended 
up on the end of a tow chain some two miles inside 
enemy territory, and Pte. James claims that he ended the 
exercise with the aid of two candles, having had his 
generator pack up.

Looking back on the past three months, we have said 
good-bye to many of the old faces, chief of whom is Sgt. 
Eldridge, who has departed to the wilds of Africa. 
Pte. Padgett from the “  tech.”  stores and Ptes. Page and 
Rowland have gone to civilian life, Cfn. Truedell to 
Cyprus. We welcome C Sgt. Power, who, for the first 
couple of weeks was only to be found deep in course 
manuals and handbooks from which there emerged a 
more than casual knowledge of M .T. matters. W e wish 
him every success on his course at the Army M.T. 
School. Also Ptes. Dann, Flowerdew, Syme, Casey. 
Hackney, Lovell, Brown and to the R.E.M .E. “ Att.” 
Cfn. Truesdell who had the shortest tour of Cyprus 
ever known, having found that on arrival in the U .K. his 
services were not required. We also welcome Ptes. 
Russell and Thomas who have returned to take charge of 
the unit servicing bay, and, after a couple of guards, were 
soon looking normal again.

Our congratulations to Cpl. Brennan on his marriage, 
and may we point out that the Platoon are stiH waiting 
for the stag night, which is now a little overdue, also to 
Pte. Goulding. To both we wish many years of bliss. 
Congratulations also to L/Cpls. Jamieson, Butler and 
Smith upon their appointments.

A large number of the Platoon have, we hear, sub­
scribed to evening dancing classes being run by that 
master of the ballroom, Pte. “  Victor ”  Dann. W e are 
still trying to connect the M .T.O .’s appointment as 
Group Scoutmaster in Hameln with the amount ol 
three-finger saluting and the loud cries of Akela we 
will do our best,”  now practised by members of the 
Platoon. Provided that shorts do not become compulsory 
on muster parade, we don't mind.

Cpl. Puckey has taken up fishing, the whole Platoon 
receiving a detailed account day by day. Pte. W hite- 
house is having a very restful time at the moment, being 
a believer in the motto “  Early to bed. Pte. Yeoman 
returned from an extended U .K. leave looking none the 
worse and Cpl. Minett returned from his N.C.O. s cadre 
looking shattered.

So to the future. We hear that our Platoon Sergeant, 
Sgt. Pritchard, will be leaving us in the New Y ear, which 
is sad news indeed, but at least we will have his guiding 
hand to see us through the C.I.Y . on which all efforts are 
concentrated at the moment. Limitless amounts of 
paint. A L3, kero., rags, overtime and effort are being 
thrown into the battle, from which we are confident we 
will emerge with a 100 per cent. success.

Wishing our readers a Happy Xmas and New  ̂ear, w e 
bring this edition to a close.

Q.M. Platoon
The heading of these notes is very misleading; it 

should read the “  Q.M. s Few.

We welcome to the “  Few ”  the Assault Pioneer 
Section and hope that we shall see more of them than 
the members of Support Company did. They even tried 
to avoid coming to pay parade; this was soon cured, no 
appearance, no money.

We were given another spell of Soltau. The Q.M. 
and Sgt. Langford departed for a further fortnight’s 
holiday with the three stalwarts, Jones (63) (the Q.M.’s 
hungry7 batman), “ Speedy”  Constantine and “ Flapper” 
Partridge (first time he has seen the inside of a tent). 
From there they went on Exercise “  Spearpoint." 
Prior to the exercise a few more of the staff were 
dragged from their bug holes, namely, L  Cpl. Kelly, 
Ptes. Allen, Whitmore, Jones (28) and Cfn. Mellor. A 
word also for the four drivers attached for this period, 
namely, Cpl. Brennan, Ptes. Beal, Gamer and Ross. 
They all drove well and we are grateful for their hard 
work and safe driving. Our D.R., Pte. Innes, was first 
class, and, to the Q.M.’s chagrin, he would not fall off 
when coming through a very’ muddy wood in the dark. 
Pte. Williams (A.C.C.) fed us well and we thank him 
for his efforts. The hours were long but the weather was 
good, which helped to keep all in a cheerful mood.

The following amusing incident must be recorded. 
Whilst staying at a farm “  Speedy ”  Constantine was 
heard to say: “ Just had a bit of luck, found three eggs.” 
Sad to relate, the eggs were “  china.”  “  Speedy’s 
nickname, needless to say, is now “  china.”

At one stage during the exercise, “  B "  Echelon had 
the audacity to overtake the Battalion, but this was only 
for a short time.

Sgt. Cakebread is temporarily attached to the staff 
and rapidly made a name for himself by bringing all the 
Q.M.’s pamphlets up to date.

It is with regret that we have parted with the following 
members to civilian life. All were National Servicemen 
and gave of their best: Cpl. Kirkpatrick, L  Cpl. White, 
Ptes. Lewn, McSweenev, Ward, Simpson, Jones (63) 
and Partridge.

L  Cpl. Cousins has arrived from “ A”  Company to 
assist the married quarters’ increment and Cfn. Mellor 
to the armourer’s shop from U.K. Pte. Gordon joined 
from Support Company and is accommodation stores 
“  nig.”

Assault Pioneer Platoon
We have been busy throughout this quarter.
Our first task was the building of the assault course. 

It is now complete except for a 6-ft. wall, which is now 
to be started. »

Half-way through July we set out on the hrst halt ot 
our w ell-know n boating trip dow n the Weser. W e used 
Mk. I l l  collapsible assault boats. We started at the 
source at Hann Munden and travelled north to Hameln. 
a distance of 85 miles, which took us four days. W e 
were accompanied by representatives from all branches 
of the Battalion: A total of 16 others besides us 
“  Chunkies.”  On the return we went straight to Senne- 
lager. w here we had a change of weather and rain all the
time. j  1 ft.

We returned from Sennelager on the Friday and le t 
on the Sunday to complete the last 12 days of our boating 
trip. This leg was from Hameln to Verden, a distance of
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130 miles. During this stage “ A”  Company were on 
standby so our numbers fell slightly . We had good 
weather all the way and finished looking very sunburnt.

We all wish Pte. Berg the best of luck on his carpenters 
and joiners course. We will all need some instruction 
from him when he returns.

On the break-up of “  S ”  Company we moved to 
“ H.Q.” Company block. We wish all Anti-Tank and 
Mortar Platoon wasters and former “  S ”  Company 
comrades good luck in their new companies. We have 
settled in well and are glad to have the Drums as our 
next-door neighbours, but oh those bugles!

Finally, to the Company Commander, C.S.M ., Q.M. 
and all other mighties we issue this warning: “  Be 
Booby Trap Minded.”

Corps of Drums
Most of the period to be covered was spent by the 

Drums on leave. However, one or two things of note 
have happened. The massed bands parade at Minden. 
on August 4, gave us our chance to prove weeks of 
training and a very’ fine performance was given by every­
one. Drum-Major Lew is, leading three bands, was very- 
impressive and the Drum Fantasy performed by the 
drummers with The South Wales Borderers was very- 
well received. The whole parade was very impressive 
and memorable.

The Commanding Officer’s bugle competition was 
held and L  Cpl. White headed the list with Dmr. 
Bright a close second and Adjutant’s Bugler. Con­
gratulations to both. Then leave intervened and we 
split up and went our many ways. Some went for 
longer than others as Pumfrey and Randall will re­
count. Pumfrey has painful recollections of getting a 
cup of tea! Randall just met a friendly doctor! Lawn 
has not yet appeared and is probably spending the 
proceeds of his vast fortune.

Since our return many things have been done other 
than musical training. A quick jaunt on “ Autumn 
Folly ”  and then an exercise with the Green Howards, 
which occasioned a long walk through impenetrable 
woods. Butler, Silvester and others have good recol­
lections of a very live wire fence and Davidson was 
nearly rendered impotent by its effect—at least he 
says so!

Then on to Soltau and “ Spearpoint.”  Training on 
our own gives rise to some queer activities, including 
jumping off moving vehicles. A certain drummer 
reckons he was pushed—Players! So on to “  Spear­
point.”  which gave rise to many differing emotions, 
from the near mutiny on the Tuesday morning after 
the Weser to the incident of Butler Y.C. (well, perhaps 
he'll tell you in his own words) at a village. The Press 
arrived and when the writer was interviewed, allowed 
him to speak to certain members only. Mason’s com­
ments weren't worth recording, anyway, and Davidson 
did not have any; he was captured! On then to the 
destruction of Andy Force, which separated us all and 
gave rise to heated comments. Watts joined the Ameri­
cans and L  Cpl. Dawson disappeared altogether for a 
period and, after some nuclear clashes, the exercise 
ended—only after an enemy platoon was captured intact 
without a shot being fired.

“  Chalky ”  White has retired to Norway and will, no 
doubt, come back with colourful stories based on his 
experiences. “  Nobby ”  Clarke has been admitted to 
hospital with his knee—perhaps he won’t come back 
(what a nasty thought), but perhaps some teeth would 
improve his appearance. Lake, Butler and Davidson 
play for the Battalion football team and were missed 
when the Drums played the Signals at Soltau. Freeland 
continues his honeymoon. Cement for Mason seems 
delayed, but Kendall has some hay for the winter. 
Watts and Catherine are thinking of starting a casino 
with Parker as stooge! Oliver keeps his hair well for­
ward for future beatnik activities in Civvy Street and 
with Gunn’s arrival Campy and Elliot now have com­
petition in accent.

Band
After having a successful tour of U.K. and collecting 

ex-Bdsm. Yates, who has re-enlisted, the Band returned 
to Hameln to re-join the Battalion and its familiar 
surroundings. We took part in the 2nd Division annual 
massed bands parade on August 4. It was the third 
year we had taken part in this parade, and we were the 
only band there from the 1959 parade. Our old friends. 
The South Wales Borderers, were present, along with 
The York and Lancaster Regiment, and quite a few old 
acquaintances were renewed! The Scottish Pipers and 
Dancers were the star attraction of the show, with the 
massed staff bands and the massed line bands fighting 
for second place. It is hard to say who received the 
greater ovation, the line bands with their rendering of 
“  Berliner Luft ”  or the staff bands w ith their version of 
“  When the Saints Go Marching In.”  However, the 
whole parade was warmly received by an extremely 
large German audience, and, despite haring had to 
work tremendously hard for once, the bands enjoyed 
it too!

Soon we found ourselves confronted by yet another 
move, but this time in a different direction; to Berlin 
for two weeks in September in preparation for the Berlin 
Tattoo. The tattoo itself was quite successful, and the 
trip to Berlin was appreciated by all as it gave us a 
chance to see some of the famous and some of the 
not-so-famous sights!

On return to Hameln we found many tasks. One of 
these was a march through Hameln in a local procession 
for the annual “  Schützenfest.”  After the march we 
gave a concert in the Festzeit and the rest of the evening 
was spent in merry-making. W e also took part in 
another civic ceremony, the dedication of new Hameln. 
Bakers professional H.Q. The old H.Q.. which was built 
in 1284, was destroyed by bombing during World 
War II.

We were very sorry to lose Cpl. Gutteridge, L  Cpl. 
Adkin and Bdsm. Andrews earlier this month and we 
wish all three of them the very best of good fortune 
and every’ success in their respective civilian occupations, 
and trust that they will not forget the good times while 
they were with the Band.

We would also like to take this opportunity of offering 
hearty congratulations to Wilf Cooper and his wife on 
the addition to their family of a daughter. Belinda.
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We welcome Bdsm. Nash, who, at long last, fills the 
vacancy on the percussion section created by Bdsm. 
Taylor’s “  departure.”  We trust he will find life here a 
littie more interesting than at Canterbury.

Very shortly the Band will be losing two more Bands­
men, “  Saff ”  Saffery and “  Huggsy ”  Hughes. Both of 
these have an individual character, as we all well know, 
and will not be forgotten for many years. We hope their 
short stay in the Band has been enjoyable and not too 
tiring and wish them both the very best of luck for the 
future in civilian life.

We are now battling with Franz Liszt’s “  Les 
Preludes ”  Symphonic Poem No. 3, with the hope of 
playing it on a proposed broadcast programme to be 
performed later this year. “  Mars,”  from the Planet 
Suite, is also suffering under our ministrations.

We are also preparing for another tour in England 
next year, which we hope will be a little more extensive 
than last year’s. We have already received a few tentative 
offers but, as yet, nothing definite. Perhaps we will be 
able to give more information in the next journal notes.

“ A ”  CO M PAN Y
One of the effects of mechanisation has been to thrust 

new roles on the individual members of Company H.Q. 
Cleasby has qualified for the rating driver cook wireless 
operator. Brandon doubles as Major Mieville s batman 
and A.P.C. driver. There is not space enough to mention 
all the things each individual can do, but there is no 
doubt that living as vehicle crews on training has brought 
out hidden talents in all of us. Driving, operating and 
cooking skills are high all round, in addition to the 
conventional infantry jobs.

Farewell to Pte. Abrey—“  Ron ”  to a very wide 
circle of friends—who, before going, was presented with 
a beer tankard in appreciation of the excellent way he has 
looked after the inner man of the Company.

Pte. Stockley, for long a Company H.Q. driver, has 
also come to the end of his service. His place is now- 
taken by Pte. Green.

L  Cpl. Havman has taken over as Company clerk now 
that Cousins’ has left us for the Q.M. stores. We have
I./Cpl. Hayman to thank for our petrol and ration re­
supply during “  Spearpoint a new job for the 
Company clerk, but performed with great success over 
difficult routes and amid considerable fog of war as well 
as the other kind.

Pte. O’Brien has forsaken the ranks of the riHe 
platoons at long last and now drives the O.C.’s champ. 
He also wanted to forsake the sports field, but Mrs. 
O’Brien, whom we welcome to Hameln. very sensibly
wouldn’t let him.

Finally, we must mention a little man who does a big 
job. Pte. Norman has stepped into McDowell s place in 
the stores. He may not know all the answers yet, but he 
soon will.

No. 1 Platoon
We are very sorry to say good-bye to Kirnon and 

Taylor, two well-liked and prominent members of the 
team. The former was an able wireless operator, the 
latter an efficient batman, in fact, so efficient that he was

pinched by the Commanding Officer during his last 
few weeks in the Army.

Since the last notes we welcome to the Platoon 
Maxwell, McDaid and Lock. Maxwell comes from 
Dublin and McDaid is an “  Orangeman,”  but they 
seem to get on well. Maxwell made his name when, on 
being told by Sgt. Parnell to give an A 40 wireless to 
Kirnon, he gave it to the Commanding Officer, who 
apparently took him to his champ and showed him that 
he had lots of lovely big sets and really did not want 
another.

Since the last notes the Platoon has been on Exercise 
“ July Jump ”  when we were transported in helicopters. 
We had an excellent, if wet, Platoon week in August and, 
once again, we did much to improve Anglo-German 
relations to such an extent that Leworthy was seen on 
the dance floor in boots C.W .W . Immediately after this 
exercise Sunray “  skived ”  off to the South of France 
and Italy, and the chaps were left to soldier as enemy for 
the N.C.O.’s cadre. Sgt. Parnell had again been stolen 
from us to help run this cadre. As a result of the cadre 
we welcome back to us Murphy, now as a Lance-Corporal 
commanding No. 1 Section. In his section he has much 
to deal with, including the “  National Servicemen’s 
Amalgamated Society ”  which is presided over by 
“  machine-gun ”  Hawkins and ably subscribed to b> 
Goodchild, Lock and Skelton. The section driver, Jim 
Allen, is an amused onlooker.

After “ Autumn Folly,”  when we distinguished our­
selves by getting behind the enemy lines for a whole day, 
we returned to Soltau for a 10-day work-up prior to 
Exercise “ Spearpoint.”  Soltau appeared much the same 
as usual except by now we were “  old soldiers.’ Jim 
Allen will remember it well, as, one night while wending 
his weary way back to his bivvy, he fell into a “  B ” 
Company thunder-box pit.

After Soltau we travelled north to our concentration 
area for “  Spearpoint ”  which was in a little village 
called Dangersen. Here, the local people could not do 
enough, and helped to make it a memorable three days 
for many of us. “  Spearpoint ”  was, if hectic, an en­
joyable exercise, and'we were very fortunate with the 
weather. The Platoon did very' well, and an enemy S.A.S. 
champ and officer were captured by L  Cpl. Goodall and 
his men, L  Cpl. Murphy bringing down the officer with 
a flying rugby tackle. It should be mentioned that Ted 
Palmer found himself commanding a section on this 
exercise, a task he carried out extremely well.

As we go to press everyone is rushing madly about, 
getting ready for “ Admin.”  A prize has been offered 
for the best vehicle on the C.IA  . They say Jim Allen 
bulls his in his sleep while he dreams he is on the Monza 
circuit. Our other driver, Lindsay, has even been seen 
to smile recently.

No. 2 Platoon
During the last quarter the Platoon reached a new 

peak of fitness on land and water. We provided five 
members of the Battalion athletic team which went to 
Berlin to see the sights as well as to compete in the
B.A.O.R. athletics competition. Pte. Salaria, who 
seemed to creep round the track was always just out of 
reach of L/Cpl. Nicholson, who proceeded along behind
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him. Sgt. Young reached great heights in the pole vault.

For two weeks we paced the jungles of North Ger­
many as enemy for the potential N.C.O.s’ cadre. Few 
escaped our eyes though we had frequently to receive 
late-night visitors, saying: “ We’re lost.”  Even
“  Tracker ”  Felton, who evaded capture till the last, 
could not resist sleeping in an open lorry.

Our final turn of speed came with the inter-company 
swimming. No one let us down by sinking. “ Paddy ” 
Grimes was nearly talked into taking part, until it was 
found out that he could not swim. Cpl. Holland re­
cently returned from foreign fields, found the heated 
baths of Hameln an improvement on Norway’s icy 
w-astes, where he and L  Cpl. Goodhall had been 
climbing mountains for pleasure. Lt. Lofting and Sgt. 
Davis took over the Platoon for “  Spearpoint ” and the 
two weeks at Soltau. We survived this with all hands 
intact. Platoon H.Q. and the Platoon Commander all 
lost one of their nine lives, when their vehicle almost 
turned over into a stream. The Platoon are all highlv- 
skilled altitude egg-finders, Ptes. Thurlow, Clarke and 
O’Brien could be seen lowering steel helmets full of 
eggs from the rafters of a bam on the last morning of 
the exercise. Pte. Elphick was awarded the best driving- 
housekeeping prize of the year. His wife must have an 
easy life. On this subject we hear Ptes. Smith, Meechan 
and Hutch all make “  nesting noises.”

We have said good-bye to “  Scarlet-Beret-Benny ” 
Brannan and “  Nosher ”  Mishkin, now civilians, and 
we wish them the best of luck as we struggle onwards to­
wards the administrative inspection.

Support Platoon
Our last notes finished with the announcement that 

the Support Company platoons were to be formed into 
Support Platoons, each consisting of a section of mortars 
and a section of anti-tank guns. This has now been done 
and over the last three months we have been settling down 
and finding out how a composite support platoon should 
function.

When we arrived back in barracks after the Soltau 
training period, the following week was devoted to trans­
ferring our stores to “ A”  Company and the winding up 
of Support Company.

Exercise “ July Jump ”  was our first occasion to 
operate as a composite Support Platoon and the Mortar 
Section had its first lesson in being “  helicoptered 
into battle. It was during this exercise that Sgt. Partridge 
became so weary of pushing his motor-cycle. that some­
one else had to start it for him, and O.C. “  Z Platoon 
led the Mortars into a glorious attack on the Battalion 
harbour area. Following “  July Jump ”  the Company 
held platoon weeks, during which the Mortar Section 
was attached to No. 2 Platoon and the Anti-Tank Guns 
to No. 1 Platoon. Cpl. Barnes won No. 1 Platoon 
patrol competition and was awarded an old German 
steel helmet as a trophy.

Our next exercise was “ Autumn Folly,”  during which 
we were used as ferry- parties for the crossing of the 
rivers Weser and Leine. At one stage the Mortar and 
the Anti-Tank Sections found themselves leading the 
column instead of trailing along at the rear.

We then moved to Soltau for two weeks’ training in 
preparation for the major exercise of the year, Exercise 
• Spearpoint.” While we were at Soltau the Mortar 

Section went to Hohne Ranges for Exercise “  Counter 
Bombard ”  with 94 Locating Regiment, R.A., which 
proved to be much more realistic and enjoyable for us 
than in previous years. There was much speculation as 
to what we would do if one of the drones employed 
against us came dow-n near our position, as they were 
equipped with very fine cameras. However, although 
one drone did come down it was too far away I

Cpl. Willis rounded off “  Counter Bombard ” b y  
falling down Hohne NAAFI steps and being taken 
away to hospital. He still maintains he was only in the 
NAAFI for a brief half-hour.

Exercise “  Spearpoint ”  was mainly an advance to 
contact exercise in which the Support Platoon had not 
a lot of opportunity- to operate. However, the Anti- 
Tank Section ferried the Battalion over the Weser, and 
during the crossing of the Mittelland Canal the Mortar 
Section formed a defence section for Company Head­
quarters, marching about 10 miles on its feet. Quite- 
against Union Rules!!

We say farewell to the old-established members: 
of the Anti-Tank Section, Cpl. Haffner, Ptes. Toner, 
Budd, Sharp, Patmore and Jones (76), and welcome 
Ptes. Sutherland, Boyden, Marshall, Terry and Tabone.

With the administration parade approaching, and 
all that goes with it, we say farewell until next time.

“  B ”  CO M PANY
In the first week of July we left the dust and heat of 

Soltau. Most of us believed it was the last time we would 
see this military “  Garden of Eden, so a tear running 
down a blackened cheek was understandable. It is 
now exactly three months later and we are once more 
surveying the heather, pine, birch and tank tracks 
through dust-reddened eyes. On our return to Hameln 
in July, our interest was focused on the new Company 
organisation. We were given a complete block to our­
selves, our own armoured vehicles and a Support 
Platoon.

The Support Platoon, commanded by Lt. Cowing, 
has already proved very useful to us in training and 
sport. The Platoon is divided into two camps. One camp 
uses its stove pipes horizontally, the other vertically. 
The horizontals are tended with loving care by Sgt. 
Raffael, who used to instruct on their use at Nether- 
avon. The verticals come under our recently-promoted 
Sgt. Miles. So many of the Platoon were in ‘ B ’* 
Company before, that we congratulate ourselves on a 
successful marriage. W e have had an excellent three- 
month honeymoon and are now well adjusted. The vast 
number of “  Maculate wagons ”  which we found on our 
doorstep earlier in the year, flourish under the care of~ 
Cpl. Da Costa, and are now very much part of us.

Promotions
We congratulate Sgt. Miles, Cpl. Forde/ L  Cpls. 

Harris, Hedges, Meehan and Wamock on their promo­
tions, and wish them every success.

C
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“  B ”  CO M PAN Y A.P.C. M A IN T E N A N C E
Ptes. Pash, Smoker and Smith (05)

Training
“ July Jump ”  was a great success for us. We were 

commanded by Capt. Lohan who reappeared between 
pentathlon meetings. The German Army were pleased 
to lift us by helicopter, which was the main feature of 
the exercise, and a new experience for most of us.

“ Autumn Folly ”  was a warm-up for “  Spearpoint.”  
We had a day of advance to contact until we reached the 
River Weser, which we were to cross under the care of 
the Sappers. Owing to the ferry giving trouble, most of 
our transport did a “  night ”  crossing under the warming 
rays of the sun. Without transport, we had several long 
night marches in poor weather—a feature of the exercise 
'which we shall cherish in our heart, for many years. 
No. 5 Platoon fared better than most, having persuaded 
a farmer’s wife that two tins of “ bully beef”  were 
easily worth steaming coffee for the whole platoon.

Shortly after the last exercise, we moved to our old 
camp site at Soltau. For a fortnight we thoroughly 
prepared for “  Spearpoint,”  stampeding all over the 
dusty badlands. If names ever get scorched on blackened 
souls, then surely Deimem, Kreuz-B, Point 119  and 
Tutsberg are white-hot (read the other way round if 
moving south).

Sport
We won the swimming shield again, thanks to the 

hard work of Cpl. O’Rawe in building up a strong team.
The inter-company athletics match was an exceed­

ingly close-run competition. We feel we should have 
■won the shield, but the day was marred by our dis­
qualification in the 5.000 metres, which lost us the 
match by one point to “  H.Q.”  Company. However, we 
were quite happy to see our rivals, “ A ”  Company, just 
one point behind us.

The seven-a-side rugby competition earned us a cup 
with very little effort on our part. This was largely due 
to L t. Cowing’s training sessions before the day. We 
met “ A ”  Company in the finals, and were satisfied to 
dismiss them 20—o.

iarc

We congratulate Capt. Lohan, Ptes. Finnis and 
Seatorv for their very fine efforts in this year’s pentathlon 
meetings.

Exercise “  Spearpoint ”
Definitely a good exercise from our point of view, 

and we were lucky to have such a pleasant concentration 
area before “  Spearpoint ”  began. We spent three days 
of easy living in the area of “ Zur Eiche ”  guesthouse in 
Steinbeck, enjoying the hospitality of Herr Stuver and 
his family. The weather was pleasant and morale was 
kept high by L  Cpl. Joliffe’s hot-dog stand.

At last, on the evening of Sunday, October 8, we 
moved out, and the exercise began. We motored during 
that night and most of the following day. There was 
great excitement in Rotenburg while the Company 
Commander viewed his first “  blown bridge.”  We 
managed to detour and made good progress down to 
Verden and our first crossing, the Weser.

Rather sadly, the men left the comfort of their 
armoured i-tons and trudged off afoot with Major 
Shipster and C.S.M . Jessup well to the fore. The 2IC 
stayed with his drivers and transport, and brewed up 
another cup of tea.

There was action on the river crossing, and many 
prisoners were taken by the platoons. The transport 
moved over on a heavy raft at dawn on Tuesday. 
Congratulations to the happy band of drivers on their 
skilful driving. Wre spent the day eating and resting, 
waiting to move on.

On Tuesday night, alert sentries bumped an enemy 
O.P. who had come into our village for resupply. The 
enemy ran away, but within an hour our patrols had 
captured four members. The same night we moved off 
south again. After taking up defensive positions in a small 
village by 0400 hrs., we moved on again by 0630 hrs. V  e 
arrived at Bassum later that morning and rested till night.

Gradually we moved southwards, resting by day and 
moving by night. From Bassum we motored down to 
Strohen. We crossed canals, avoided “  blown bridges,” 
and moved on foot from Fiestel in order to make the last 
big move to the Wiehengbirge Feature.

We enjoyed the exercise because we knew what was 
going on. The weather was good to us and the terms of 
barter always favourable. We are glad it’s over, but 
who wouldn’t prefer to be roughing it rather than be 
in barracks?

“ C ”  CO M PANY

Com pany H.Q.
The Company Office is still buzzing with activity— 

life is very hectic.
Arrivals.—We welcome Major Pike from “  S ” 

Company as our new Company Commander and hope 
he can stand the pace and chatter of the Company clerk, 
Pte. Rappoport. We also extend a hearty welcome to
C.S.M . Wildgoose who has just joined us from Home 
Counties Brigade Depot at Canterbury. Already his 
vigilant eye has caused alarm to a few Company charac­
ters.

Departures.—We say “  au revoir ”  to Major Galvin, 
who is now Battalion 2IC, and C.S.M . Michel, who has 
just left us for “  D ”  Company (W.T.W.O.).
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“  Spearpoint.” —The general layout and purpose of 
“  Spearpoint ” has already been covered elsewhere in 
this edition, so it will be fruitless to repeat it all again. 
However, like everyone else, “  C ”  Company played its 
small role in this large cast of 30,000 set on a stage 150 
miles by 30 miles. A large amount of time was spent 
stationary, but when we moved the Company sprang to 
life and traversed the Weser, Grosse Moor and the 
Mittelland Canal without scorn or criticism. Our only 
exercise loss was Cpl. Stevens, who was “  captured ” 
just at the end of the exercise whilst taking rations to 
the “  Sharp End.”  Despite no sleep, no food, and no 
peace, everyone enjoyed the five days and learnt to live 
as conventionally as possible under exercise nuclear 
conditions.

No. 7 Platoon
At the start of the summer period No. 7 Platoon was 

training intensively at Soltau. W e spent two long and 
hard weeks attacking Kreuz-B and bumping along in 
our armoured personnel carriers in the dust clouds 
thrown up by the tanks of 14th 20th Hussars. Little did 
we think, as we drove wearily but thankfully back to 
Hameln, that in less than three months, prior to 
“  Spearpoint,”  we would be back at Soltau.

The Platoon was involved in two Battalion schemes 
during this time— “ July Jump ”  and “ Autumn Folly, 
both of which involved night marches, the latter being 
of immense length and crossing countless fences along 
the side of the Weser, many of which provided the 
added hazard of an electric current. Pte. Hill, struggling 
under the burden of a light machine-gun, caught his 
sling hook around an electric wire from which he could 
not extricate himself. His rescue developed into a 
full-scale operation for which the Platoon was ill- 
prepared, and the fiendish wire, allied to darkness and 
fatigue, caused many casualties before it was overcome.

Fortunately we had been well prepared for the fate of 
seeing our vehicles left behind at the riverside and of 
marching away into the night, because we had previously 
covered 50 miles on foot in three days during the 
Platoon marches south of the Harz Mountains.

During the first week in September the Platoon was 
attached to “ A”  Company and remained at immediate 
notice to be called out for an emergency. L nfortunateh 
this week was marred for us by an injury7. L  Cpl. 
Murphy, swimming energetically in the Hameln indoor 
swimming pool, collided with L  Cpl. Young. Alas, 
L  Cpl. Murphy dislocated his shoulder for the third 
time. He now resides in Rinteln and we have lost him, 
we fear, for several months while he has a pin put in his 
shoulder to keep it in place permanently.

In the middle of September the Platoon acted as 
enemy to the 1st Battalion the Green Howards for an 
exercise during their pre-“  Spearpoint ”  training. At 
least, we thought, we will be able to sit in position and 
watch the others running up the hill towards us. 
However, to our dismay, we found that they were all in 
defensive positions and it was we who ran into the 
attack and they who sat and watched. The Platoon now 
boasts nine drivers for the armoured personnel earners, 
one of whom, Pte. Casey, has been posted to the M.T. 
Platoon and another, Pte. May, to Company H.Q.

No. 7 Platoon now lies fifth in the Battalion basket­
ball ladder, but we will improve on that this winter.

Ptes. Vaughan, Hill, Hearn, Dennis, Flack and Kyne 
and L  Cpl. Foster were all regular members of the 
victorious “  C ”  Company cricket team this year, and 
the first two of the Battalion team. L  Cpl. Murphy and 
Pte. Vaughan went with the Battalion athletics team to 
Berlin. Once again, Sgt- Ford represents the Battalion 
at soccer and L  Cpl. Foster has won a place, as a 
front-row forward, in the Battalion rugger side.

The past few months have seen a number of changes 
within the Platoon. Ptes. Holly, Lovesey and our all­
round sportsman, Vaughan, have left on “ demob,” Pte.

. Gray left us at Winterberg to become Major Galvin’s 
batman and he, too, has since followed the others out of 
the Army. Pte. Clarke has given up his bren gun for a 
ladle in the cookhouse, and he has been followed fay 
Pte. King (23). Pte. Whitt transferred to the Company 
M .T. and was appointed a Lance-Corporal. Congratula­
tions! Pte. Weston has also gone to the Company M .T. 
as a 3-ton driver. Pte. Morley has left us for the 
Signal Platoon: The R.S.O. has already had him on the 
rugger field. Finally, Pte. O’Keefe has become the 
Commanding Officer’s batman.

Meanwhile, the following soldiers have joined No. 7 
Platoon: Pte. Walsh from “  S ”  Company, Pte. Lake 
from “  H.Q.”  Company, Ptes. Sampson, Baisden, Reed, 
Watson Miller from Canterbury and both the Wilkins 
twins.

Sgts. Ford and Taylor still cannot decide which of 
them owns No. 7 Platoon. We cannot tell from one day 
to the next which of them will be chasing us. Perhaps 
each is trying to disown us and leave us to the mercy of 
the other!

2/Lt. Bartlett has arrived from Sandhurst and takes 
over the reins in mid-October. W e wish him luck.

No. 8 Platoon
The period started towards the end of the annual 

training at Soltau. There the Platoon achieved great 
distinction by being lost for over two hours on a tank. 
Whilst trying to locate the rest of the troop we had a 
minor casualty going over a bump, when Pte. Hood 
injured his knee. This was, fortunately, not very serious, 
and we eventually reached the rest of the Company. It 
was clear from the anxious faces of the Company Com­
mander and Commanding Officer that they were both 
very pleased to see us for a change! At this time the 
Battalion athletes were training for the B.A.O.R. meeting 
in Berlin and the Platoon sent Sgt. Blackwell, Ptes. 
Whyte, Evans and Wills. During Sgt. Blackwell's 
absence the Platoon was fortunate in having the 
services of Sgt. Taylor.

On return from Soltau, Ptes. Moyle and Y\atson 
attended a Battalion N.C.O.'s cadre, and the Platoon 
was well represented on the training staff, sending Sgt. 
Blackwell and Cpl. Burrows as permanent cadre 
instructors.

Immediately after the cadre No. 8 Platoon joined the 
“ A”  Company group on a standby exercise. .\11 our 
armoured i-ton Humbers were permanently loaded and 
standing by on the square ready to move off at a 
moment's notice. No one was allowed out of barracks.



“  c ”  C O M P A N Y  C R I C K E T  T E A M

W in n e r s  1 9 6 1  A lb u h e r a  S h ie ld  
T o t  ro te  ( le f t  to  r io h t)  : 2  L t .  F in c h  {scorer), P te s .  M a y ,  W a r d le , L  C p l. F o s te r , P te .  H o d g e s , 2 L t .  M o n y p e n n y  {u m p ire ) 

F r o n t  ro te :  P te s .  K y n e ,  R a p p o p o r t ,  C  S g t .  P o t t e r , M a jo r  P ik e ,  P te s .  H i l l ,  D e n n is , H e a r n

s o  t h e  A . K . C .  c i n e m a  w a s  w e l l  p a t r o n i s e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d .  W h e n  t h i s  s t a n d b y  e x e r c i s e  f i n i s h e d  

t h e  P l a t o o n  w a s  g l a d  t o  g e t  i t s  f r e e d o m ,  b u t  p e r h a p s  

s o m e  o f  u s  m i s s e d  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o f  w o n d e r i n g  w h e n  

t h e  “  g e n e r a l  a l a r m  ”  w o u l d  n e x t  s o u n d .

T h e  n e x t  m a j o i  e x c i t e m e n t  w a s  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  e x e r c i s e .  

‘ ‘ A u t u m n  F o l l y , ”  w h i c h  w a s  a n  o b s t a c l e - c r o s s i n g  

e x e r c i s e .  H a v i n g  p a d d l e d  a c r o s s  t h e  R i v e r  W e s e r ,  w e  

l a n d e d  s a f e l y  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  w i t h o u t  s o  m u c h  a s  a  w e t  

b o o t .  W e  t h e n  m a r c h e d  a l o n g  t h e  a x i s ,  w h i l s t  t h e  v e h i c l e s  

c r o s s e d  o v e r  o n  a  f e r r y  b u i l t  b y  t h e  R o y a l  E n g i n e e r s .  A l l  

r a n k s  c e r t a i n l y  c a m e  a c r o s s  m o r e  o b s t a c l e s  t h a n  e x ­

p e c t e d ,  a s  t h e  r o u t e  w a s  h i n d e r e d  e v e r y  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  

o r  s o  b y  w i r e  f e n c e s ,  s o m e  o f  t h e m  e l e c t r i c .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  

f i n a l l y  m e t  o u r  t r a n s p o r t  a n d .  h a v i n g  c r o s s e d  t h e  R i v e r  

L e i n e ,  t h e  P l a t o o n  f i n i s h e d  t h e  e x e r c i s e  w i t h  n o t h i n g  

w o r s e  t h a n  a  f e w  b l i s t e r s !

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k s  w e  a c t e d  a s  e n e m y  t o  t h e  1 s t  

B a t t a l i o n  t h e  G r e e n  H o w a r d s  o n  a  n u c l e a r - d e f e n c e  

e x e r c i s e .  T h e  P l a t o o n ’ s  t a s k  w a s  t o  m o t o r  t o  t h e  o p p o s i t e  

s i d e  o f  t h e  R i v e r  W e s e r  a n d  m a k e  “  a s s a u l t - c r o s s i n g  

n o i s e s  ”  w i t h i n  e a r - s h o t  o f  t h e  l i s t e n i n g  p o s t s .  T h i s  w e  

d i d  q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  b e i n g  w e l l  p r a c t i s e d  i n  t h e  a r t  

a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  B a t t a l i o n  e x e r c i s e .  T h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g ,  i n  

c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a  s q u a d r o n  o f  t h e  1 s t  R o y a l  T a n k s ,  w e  

a t t a c k e d  p l a t o o n  a n d  c o m p a n y  p o s i t i o n s ,  u n t i l  r e t u r n i n g  

t o  t h e  b a s e  c a m p  f o r  t h e  w e l l - e a r n e d  b r e a k f a s t .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n  o n c e  m o r e  a t  S o l t a u ,  

t r a i n i n g  f o r  E x e r c i s e  “  S p e a r p o i n t .  W e  a c t e d  a s  

“  F a n t a s i a n s  ”  f o r  o n e  d a y ,  a r m e d  t o  t h e  t e e t h  w i t h  r e d

s i g n a l  c a r t r i d g e s ,  w h i c h  s o m e h o w  m a n a g e d  t o  k i l l  

e n e m y  t a n k s .  T h e  o n l y  o t h e r  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  n o t e  w a s  

f i n i s h i n g  a  B a t t a l i o n  e x e r c i s e  t h r e e  h o u r s  e a r l y ,  w h i c h  

m u s t  s u r e l y  g o  d o w n  i n  h i s t o r y .

A s  t h e  p e r i o d  c a m e  t o  a  c l o s e  N o .  8  P l a t o o n  s a i d  

g o o d - b y e  t o  f o u r  N a t i o n a l  S e r v  i c e m e n ,  P t e s .  T h o m p s o n .  

M e r c e r .  M e r r a l l  a n d  W a r d l e ,  a n d  w e  w i s h  t h e m  a l l  

s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .

C r i c k e t

O u r  s p o r t i n g  n e w s  b e g i n s  o n  a  h a p p y  n o t e — n a m e l y  

t h a t  t h e  C o m p a n y  w o n  t h e  1 9 6 1  A l b u h e r a  C r i c k e t  

S h i e l d .  T h i s  e v e n t  m a r k s  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r  s p o r t i n g  t r o p h y  

t h a t  w e  h a v e  w o n  f o r  o v e r  t w o  y e a r s ,  a n d  s o  w e  a r e  

r i g h t l y  p r o u d  o f  t h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t .

T h e  f i r s t  m a t c h  w a s  a g a i n s t  "  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y  w h i c h  

w a s  w o n  b y  t h r e e  w i c k e t s .  ”  H . Q . ”  b a t t e d  f i r s t  a n d  w e r e  

d i s m i s s e d  f o r  3 1  ( M a j o r  P i k e  s e n d i n g  t h e m  d o w n  q u i c k e r  

t h a n  h e  s e n d s  s o l d i e r s  o u t  o f  h i s  o f f i c e ) .  W h e n  '  C  

C o m p a n y  b a t t e d ,  a  f e w  e a r l y  w i c k e t s  c a u s e d  u n d u e  

a l a r m ,  b u t .  t h a n k s  t o  a  p a t i e n t  1 8  r u n s  b y  M a j o r  P i k e .  

“  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y ’ s  s c o r e  w a s  s o o n  p a s s e d  w i t h  t h r e e  

w i c k e t s  i n  h a n d .
“  B  ”  C o m p a n y  w e r e  o u r  o p p o n e n t s  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  

m a t c h  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  o u r  “  B  C o m p a n y  f r i e n d s  w i t h  

h a l f  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  t e a m  s e e m e d  v e r y  c o n f i d e n t  o f  

w i n n i n g ,  t h e i r  o p t i m i s m  p e r h a p s  p r o v e d  t h e i r  u n d o i n g .  

W i n n i n g  t h e  t o s s ,  ”  B  ”  C o m p a n y  d e c i d e d  t o  b a t  f i r s t ,  

b u t  a f t e r  o n e  h o u r  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  b a c k  a f t e r  s c o r i n g  67 
r u n s .  M a j o r  P i k e  t o o k  s e v e n  w i c k e t s  a n d  w a s  w e l l
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s u p p o r t e d  b v  P t e .  H i l l .  M e n t i o n  m u s t  a l s o  b e  m a d e  o f  

t h e  r u n - o u t  o f  L t .  C h e e s m a n  b y  P t e .  W h y t e .  T h e n  P t e s .  

H i l l  a n d  V a u g h a n  o p e n e d  t h e  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  i n n i n g s  

a n d ,  a f t e r  a  c h a n c e l e s s  d i s p l a y  o f  a g g r e s s i v e  b a t t i n g ,  

k n o c k e d  o f f  t h e  r u n s  w i t h o u t  l o s s  o f  a  w i c k e t .  B o t h  

t h e s e  s o l d i e r s  a r e  t o  b e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  o n  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n t  

b a t t i n g  a n d  r u n n i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  w i c k e t s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  t h i r d  m a t c h  a g a i n s t  “ A  C o m p a n y  

w a s  n o t  p l a y e d  o w i n g  t o  p r e s s u r e  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  b u t .  a s  

b o t h  ”  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y  a n d  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y  h a d  b e a t e n  

“ A ”  C o m p a n y  p r e v i o u s l y ,  i t  w a s  e v e n t u a l l y  d e c i d e d  t h a t  

“  C  ”  C o m p a n y  w o u l d  b e  g r a n t e d  t h e  s h i e l d .

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  M a j o r  P i k e  b o r e  t h e  

b r u n t  o f  t h e  b o w l i n g ,  b e i n g  a b l y  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  

w i c k e t - k e e p i n g  o f  P t e .  R a p p o p o r t  a n d .  a l s o ,  b y  t h a t  o l d  

s t a l w a r t  o f  t h e  c r i c k e t  f i e l d .  C  S g t .  P o t t e r ,  w h o  c a n  s t i l l  

b o w l  “  f a s t  a n d  t r u e . ”  B a t t i n g  w a s  r e a l l y  o u r  w e a k e s t  

s k i l l  a n d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  m a t c h  a g a i n s t  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y ,  

w a s  n e v e r  r e a l l y  c a p a b l e  o f  m a k i n g  a  b i g  s c o r e .  B u t  t h e  

f i e l d i n g  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  g o o d ,  a n d  s e v e r a l  n o n - c n c k e t -  

i n g  ”  s o l d i e r s  w h o  p l a y e d  t o  m a k e  u p  t h e  s i d e  a r e  t o  b e  

c o n g r a t u l a t e d  o n  h o l d i n g  o n  t o  s o m e  i m p o s s i b l e  c a t c h e s .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p l a y e d  f o r  t h e  C o m p a n y  t e a m ;  t h o s e  

m a r k e d  w i t h  a n  a s t e r i s k  a l s o  p l a y e d  f o r  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  X I : 

♦ M a j o r  J .  I .  D .  P i k e ,  M . c .  P t e .  M a y  P t e .  D e n n i s

C  S g t .  P o t t e r  P t e .  W a r d l e  P t e .  H e a m

L  C p l .  F o s t e r  P t e .  H o d g e s  P t e .  K y n e

♦ P t e .  H i l l  * P t e .  R a p p o p o r t

R u g b y

I n  m i d - S e p t e m b e r  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  h e l d  t h e  s e v e n - a - s i d e  

r u g b v  c o m p e t i t i o n .  T i m e  a l l o t t e d  f o r  t r a i n i n g  w a s  

l i m i t e d ,  b u t  w e  m a n a g e d  t o  s c r a p e  t o g e t h e r  a  s c r a t c h  

t e a m .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  r o u n d  w e  w e r e  b e a t e n  6 — 3  b y  ”  B  

C o m p a n y ,  t h u s  e n d i n g  o u r  v e r y  s h o r t  s e v e n - a - s i d e  

s e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  y e a r .  T h e  C o m p a n y  t e a m  w a s :

2  L t .  M o n y p e n n y  L  C p l .  F o s t e r  P t e .  H i l l

S g t .  T a y l o r  P t e .  R e e d  P t e .  W i l l s

S g t .  B l a c k w e l l

A t h l e t i c s

I n  e a r l y  S e p t e m b e r  t h e  i n t e r - C o m p a n y  a t h l e t i c s  

m e e t i n g  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h e  G e r m a n  s t a d i u m  i n  H a m e l n .  

“  C  ”  C o m p a n y  w e r e  a t  a  g r e a t  d i s a d v a n t a g e ,  a s  w e  a r e  

o n l y  7 0  s t r o n g  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  o t h e r  c o m p a n i e s  w i t h  1 2 0  

a n d  3 0 0  p l u s  i n  “  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  

m a n a g e d  t o  c o m p e t e  f a i r l y  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  

e v e n t  b u t ,  o n  t h e  w h o l e ,  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  

t e a m s  w a s  t o o  s t r o n g  f o r  o u r  s m a l l  n u m b e r s .  O n e  

n o t a b l e  e v e n t  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  d i s c u s  t h r o w i n g  2  L t .  

F i n c h  t h r e w  a  d i s c u s  w h i c h  l a n d e d  o n  t h e  r o o f  o f  a n

A . P . C .  S p e c t a t o r s  s c a t t e r e d  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  a n d  w e  a r e  

w o n d e r i n g  i f  t h e  v e h i c l e  w i l l  n e e d  a  m i s u s e ,  n e g l e c t  a n d  

d a m a g e  r e p o r t .

T r a c k  E v e n ts
1 0 0  m .  2  L t .  M o n y p e n n y ,  C p l .  S t e v e n s ,  P t e .  M a y ,  

P t e .  S a m p s o n .

2 0 0  m .  P t e .  B a r b e r ,  P t e .  M a y ,  P t e .  N a g l e ,  P t e .  

W i l l s .
4 0 0  m .  2  L t .  F i n c h ,  C a p t .  D u r t n e l l ,  P t e .  W i l l s ,  

P t e .  W a t s o n .

S o o  m .  P t e .  B o u s q u e t ,  P t e .  W a l m s l e y .

1 , 5 0 0  m .  C a p t .  D u r t n e l l ,  L  C p l .  L o d g e .

5 , 0 0 0  m .  2  L t .  F i n c h ,  P t e .  A l l e n .

F ie ld  E v e n ts
S h o t  P t e .  H u d s o n ,  P t e .  A l l e n .

D i s c u s  2  L t .  F i n c h ,  P t e .  M i l l e r .

J a v e l i n  C p l .  S t e v e n s ,  P t e .  W i l l s .

H i g h - j u m p  P t e .  W e s t g a r t h ,  P t e .  J o n e s  ( 1 8 ) .  

L o n g - j u m p  P t e .  S a m p s o n ,  P t e .  H i l l .

H a m m e r  P t e .  W a l s h ,  P t e .  M i l l e r .

“ D ”  C O M P A N Y

T h e  t r a i n i n g  s e a s o n  h a s  c o m e  a n d  g o n e  a n d  o n c e  a g a i n  

“  a d m i n . ”  f e v e r  i s  s e t t i n g  i n .

S i n c e  t h e  l a s t  n o t e s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  b u s y  w i t h  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  N . C . O . ’ s  c a d r e  a n d  E x e r c i s e  ”  S p e a r p o i n t . ”  

F i r s t  t h e  c a d r e .  T h i s  b e g a n  o n  J u l y  1 8  w i t h  2 7  e a g e r ,  

p o t e n t i a l  N . C . O . s  a n x i o u s  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  

b u d d i n g  R e g i m e n t a l  S e r g e a n t - M a j o r s .  O f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

2 7  m e n ,  t h r e e  w e r e  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  c o m p a n i e s  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  w e e k  a s  u n s u i t a b l e .  T h e  r e m a i n i n g  2 4  s o l d i e r e d  o n  

t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  c o u r s e ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m  s u c c e s s f u l l y .

O n  J u l y  2 5  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  s e t  o f f  o n  a n  e x e r c i s e ,  l e a v i n g  

t h e  c a d r e  i n  b a r r a c k s .  I t  w a s  h e a r d  t h a t  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  

w o u l d  b e  l i f t e d  b y  G e r m a n  h e l i c o p t e r s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e .  T h e  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r ,  w i t h  h i s  

c a d r e  s t a f f  o f  L t .  R o s e ,  S g t s .  P a r n e l l ,  S c o t t  a n d  T a y l o r ,  

w e n t  o f f  t o  h i t c h  a  l i f t .  T h i s  w a s  a c h i e v e d  a n d  a  r a t h e r  

f r i g h t e n i n g  f l i g h t  f o l l o w e d  a s  t h e  G e r m a n  p i l o t  w h i s k e d  

u s  t o  t h e  d r o p p i n g  z o n e  a n d  b a c k .

J u l y  2 7  s a w  u s  o n  a n o t h e r  j o u r n e y — t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  

c a d r e — t o  H o h n e  R a n g e s  t o  s e e  “ A  b q u a d r o n  1 4 t h  2 0 t h  

H u s s a r s  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  a  b a t t l e  r u n  w i t h  l i v e  f i r i n g .  T h i s  

w a s  v e r v  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  w e  s a w  t a n k  t a c t i c s  i n  t h e  p u r e  

f o r m ,  u n c l u t t e r e d  b y  i n f a n t r y .  T h e  s p e e d  a n d  a c c u r a c y  

w i t h  w h i c h  t h e  t a n k  c r e w s  p i c k e d  u p  t h e  t a r g e t s  a n d  h i t  

t h e m  i m p r e s s e d  e v e r y o n e .
T h e  w e e k  A u g u s t  2 1 - 2 6  s a w  t h e  c a d r e  a w a y  f r o m  

b a r r a c k s  f o r  f i e l d  t r a i n i n g .  I n  f a c t ,  s o m e  t h o u g h t  t h e y  

w o u l d  n e v e r  g e t  b a c k .  T h e  f i i s t  t w o  d a y s  w e r e  s p e n t  i n  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  o f  t a c t i c s  b u t  a f t e r  t h i s  t h e  e m ­

p h a s i s  c h a n g e d  t o  i n i t i a t i v e ,  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  m a p -  

r e a d i n g .  T h e  c a d r e  w e r e  d r o p p e d  o f f  a t  n i g h t  i n  p a i r s  

a n d  h a d  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  w a y  f o r  a b o u t  5 0  k m . ,  s t o p p i n g  a t  

c h e c k  p o i n t s  a n d  R . Y . s  o n  t h e  w a y .

T h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  b a d  f o r  t h e  w h o l e  e x e r c i s e ,  

b e i n g  w e t  a n d  c o l d  t h r o u g h o u t .  T h i s  p r o d u c e d  t h e  u s u a l  

c r o p  o f  s o f t e n i n g  a n d  s o r e  f e e t ,  b u t  n o n e  g a v e  u p  a n d  f u l l  

c r e d i t  g o e s  t o  t h o s e  w h o  e a r n e d  o n  w i t h  b a d  f e e t .  S p e c i a l  

m e n t i o n  m u s t  b e  m a d e  o f  P t e .  B u t l e r ,  l a t e  o f  t h e  w a t e r  

c a r t .  I n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  b u l k  a n d  b a d  f e e t ,  h e  d i d  v e r y  w e l l  

a n d  w a s  a  c h e e r f u l  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  a l l  w i t h  w h o m  h e  

c a m e  i n  c o n t a c t .  A t  t h e  f i n a l  c h e c k  p o i n t  h e  w a s  a s k e d . 

"  W h a t  i s  t h e  c a l i b r e  o f  a  3 . 5 - i n .  r o c k e t  l a u n c h e r :  T o

w h i c h  h e  r e p l i e d :  “  I ' m  a f r a i d  I  m  n o t  v e r y  g o o d  a t  

w e a p o n  t r a i n i n g .  I  d o n ’ t  k n o w .  I t  w a s  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  

u t t e r  w e a r i n e s s  t h a t  m o s t  o f  t h e  m e n  a r r i v e d .  O n e  

n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  w a s  P t e .  M e e h a n  w h o  m u s t  n o w  b e  

g e t t i n g  u s e d  t o  t h e s e  c a p e r s .  P t e .  M u r p h y  ( 3 9 )  d i s ­

t i n g u i s h e d  h i m s e l f  o n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  b y  l o s i n g  h i s  m a p .  

H e  w a s  a  l i t t l e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  w h e n  h e  w a s  t o l d  h e  c o u l d  

c a r r y  o n  w i t h  s o m e o n e  e l s e  w h o  h a d  a  m a p .

O n  t h e  f i n a l  d a y  t w o  Q u e e n ' s  G u r k h a  o f f i c e r s  v i s i t e d
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u s  a n d  w a t c h e d  t h e  m e n  c o m e  i n .  T h e y  w e r e  m o s t  

f a v o u r a b l y  i m p r e s s e d  b y  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  m a p - r e a d i n g  

a n d  t h e  h i g h  m o r a l e  o f  t h e  m e n ,  w h o ,  w h e n e v e r  t h e y  

w e r e  m e t ,  t h o u g h  w e t ,  t i r e d  a n d  h u n g r y ,  a l w a y s  

m a n a g e d  a  s m i l e .  W h e n  e a c h  p a i r  r e p o r t e d  t o  b a s e  t h e y  

w e r e  a s k e d  a  f e w  q u e s t i o n s  t o  c h e c k  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  

s t i l l  u s e  t h e i r  b r a i n s  a n d  w o r k  o u t  s i m p l e  p r o b l e m s .  T h e  

q u e s t i o n :  “ W h a t  d e c o r a t i o n s  h a s  t h e  C o m m a n d i n g

O f f i c e r ?  ”  p r o d u c e d  s o m e  o d d  a n s w e r s .  I  t h i n k  t h e  

C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  w o u l d  b e  s o m e w h a t  e m b a r r a s s e d  

t o  f i n d  h i m s e l f  t h e  p o s s e s s o r  o f ,  a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  t h e  

M . M . ,  D . F . C .  a n d  D . C . M .

A f t e r  E x e r c i s e  “ J u s t  R e w a r d  ”  t h e r e  m e r e l y  r e m a i n e d  

t h e  t y i n g  u p  o f  l o o s e  e n d s  a n d  t h e  f i n a l  t e s t s  b e f o r e  

a n o t h e r  b a t c h  o f  y o u n g  j u n i o r  N . C . O . s  w e r e  l a u n c h e d  i n  

t i m e  t o  c o p e  w i t h  E x e r c i s e  “  S p e a r p o i n t . ”

U n d e r  t h e  n e w  B a t t a l i o n  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  “  D  ”  C o m ­

p a n y  f i n d s  i t s e l f  i n v o l v e d  i n  e x e r c i s e s  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  

A z  E c h e l o n ,  t h e  O . C .  c o m m a n d i n g  t h e  H a r b o u r  P a r t y  

a n d  A i  E c h e l o n .  T h i s  e n t a i l e d  a l l  t h e  C o m p a n y  e x c e p t  

P t e s .  G r e g o r y  ( c l e r k )  a n d  U t t o n  ( a r m s  s t o r e m a n )  b e i n g  

o u t .  T h e  e x e r c i s e  d i d  n o t  p r o v e  t o o  r i g o r o u s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

a s  t h e  e c h e l o n s  h a d  s i x  h o u r s ’  e n f o r c e d  r e s t  a f t e r  b e i n g  

“  n u c l e a r e d . ”

C o m i n g s  a n d  G o i n g s

W e  e x t e n d  a  h e a r t y  w e l c o m e  t o  C / S g t .  D i v e  w h o  h a s  

j o i n e d  u s  o n  t h e  d i s b a n d m e n t  o f  “  S  ”  C o m p a n y .  I t  i s  

c e r t a i n  t h a t  h e  w i l l  f i n d  p l e n t y  t o  d o  k e e p i n g  t r a c k  o f  

“  D  ”  C o m p a n y  e q u i p m e n t ,  w h i c h  s e e m s  t o  f i n d  i t s  w a y  

a l l  o v e r  t h e  B a t t a l i o n .

S g t s .  L l o y d  a n d  T a r r y  a r e  a l s o  n e w c o m e r s .  S g t .  

L l o y d  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  o n  t h e  c a d r e  b u t  S g t .  

T a r r y ,  t o  h i s  a m a z e m e n t ,  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  w i t h  l i t t l e  t o  d o  

a t  t h e  m o m e n t ,  b u t  a w a i t s  t h e  3 - i n .  m o r t a r  c a d r e  w i t h  

t r e p i d a t i o n .  F o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  m a n y  y e a r s  h e  h a s  b e e n  

“  l e f t  i n  b a r r a c k s  ”  a n d  m i s s e d  E x e r c i s e  “  S p e a r p o i n t . ”

W e  c o n g r a t u l a t e  C / S g t .  P o w e r  o n  h i s  p r o m o t i o n  

a n d  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  b i d  h i m  a  f o n d  f a r e w e l l  a s  h e  l e a v e s  

u s  t o  g o  t o  B o r d o n  o n  a  M . T .  c o u r s e .

L / C p l .  R o b e r t s o n  i s  a l s o  t o  b e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  o n  h i s  

p r o m o t i o n  t o  L a n c e - C o r p o r a l .  H e  w o r k s  v e r y  h a r d  a s  

a m m u n i t i o n  s t o r e m a n  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  h a s  e a r n e d  h i s  s t r i p e .

P t e .  B e l v o i r  h a s  n o w  l e f t  u s  f o r  t h e  d o u b t f u l  p l e a s u r e s  

o f  c i v i l i a n  l i f e  a n d  w e  w i s h  h i m  w e l l .

P t e .  T h o m a s  h a s  j o i n e d  u s  f r o m  t h e  “  I  ”  S e c t i o n  a s  

p r o j e c t i o n i s t  a n d  s t o r e m a n .  H e  r e p l a c e d  P t e .  L o c k  

w h o s e  l o n g  w e e k e n d  l a s t e d  s o  l o n g  t h a t  a  r e p l a c e m e n t  

h a d  t o  b e  f o u n d .  P t e .  L o c k  i s  n o w  a t  t h e  s h a r p  e n d  i n  

“ A ”  C o m p a n y .

S E R G E A N T S ’  M E S S

O n  r e l a t i v e l y  c a l m  r e f l e c t i o n ,  a m i d  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  

a n o t h e r  j a u n t  t o  S o l t a u ,  t h e  p a s t  q u a r t e r  a p p e a r s  t o  

h a v e  b e e n  s o m e w h a t  u n e v e n t f u l .  W e  h a v e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

s e e n  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  R . S . M .  M c M i l l a n  t o  4 t h  B u f f s  

( T . A . ) ,  C a n t e r b u r y ,  S . Q . M . S .  E d w a r d s  t o  H . Q .  H o m e  

C o u n t i e s  D i s t r i c t ,  S h o r n c l i f f e ,  C . S . M .  S i m m o n s  t o  t h e  

H o m e  C o u n t i e s  B r i g a d e  D e p o t  a t  C a n t e r b u r y ,  S g t .  

B r e r e t o n ,  R . A . P . C . ,  f o r  1 3 0  C o m p a n y  R . A . S . C .  B i e l e ­

f e l d ,  a n d  S g t .  P o o l e ,  A . P . T . C . ,  h a s  g o n e  t o  2 9 t h  F i e l d  

R e g i m e n t  R . A .

â r a i

W e  h a v e  b e e n  j o i n e d  b y  C . S . M .  W i l d g o o s e  f r o m  t h e  

H o m e  C o u n t i e s  B r i g a d e  D e p o t  a n d  S g t .  C a k e b r e a d  f r o m  

6 t h  E a s t  S u r r e y s  ( T . A . ) .

L e s t  i t  b e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  w e  a r e  n o w  w i t h o u t  m u s c l e s  

a n d  f i n a n c i a l  a d v i c e ,  i t  m u s t  b e  r e c o r d e d  t h a t  w e  h a v e  

a l s o  b e e n  j o i n e d  b y  C . S . M . I .  I s s i t t ,  A . P . T . C . ,  a n d  

S / S g t .  H a r r i s o n ,  R . A . P . C .

A  c o r d i a l  w e l c o m e  i s  e x t e n d e d  t o  o u r  n e w c o m e r s  a n d  

o u r  b e s t  w i s h e s  f o r  g o o d  l u c k  a n d  s u c c e s s  g o  t o  t h o s e  

w h o  h a v e  l e f t  u s .

T h e  m a i n  s o c i a l  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  q u a r t e r  J x a v e  b e e n  a  

v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  s o c i a l  e v e n i n g  t o  b i d  f a r e w e l l  t o  C . S . M .  

T h o r o g o o d ,  a n d  a  M e s s  d i n n e r .  T h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  

t r a i n i n g  a n d  o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p r e v e n t e d  u s  h o l d i n g  

a  d i n n e r  f o r  “  T h u n d e r c l o u d  ”  w h i c h  h e  w o u l d ,  n o  

d o u b t ,  h a v e  p r e f e r r e d ,  b u t  t h e  e v e n i n g  w a s  g e n e r a l l y  

e n j o y e d  b y  a l l  p r e s e n t  a n d  i t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  “  T h u n d e r ­

c l o u d  ”  w a s  n o t  t o o  d i s a p p o i n t e d .

A  M e s s  d i n n e r  w a s  h e l d  o n  A u g u s t  1 2  p r i m a r i l y  t o  

d i n e - o u t  R . S . M .  M c M i l l a n  a n d  S . Q . M . S .  E d w a r d s .

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m o  s p o r t i n g  a n d  s o c i a l  e n c o u n t e r s  

w i t h  t h e  W . O . s  a n d  S e r g e a n t s  H . Q .  2  D i v i s i o n .  O n  

t h e i r  h o m e  g r o u n d ,  a t  L u b b e c k e ,  t h e y  d e f e a t e d  a  M e s s  

c r i c k e t  t e a m ,  b u t  r e c e n t l y  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  a v e n g e  t h i s  b y  

t h r a s h i n g  t h e m  o n  t h e  h o c k e y  p i t c h  a t  G o r d o n  B a r r a c k s .

W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  h o l d  w h i s t  d r i v e s  o n  W e d n e s d a y s  

a l t e r n a t e l y  w i t h  t h e  S t a t i o n  S e r g e a n t s ’ M e s s ,  w h i c h  

r e c e i v e  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  s u p p o r t .  T h e y  s e e m ,  h o w ­

e v e r ,  t o  b e  e n j o y e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  d o  a t t e n d  a n d  t h e y  

h a v e  u n c o v e r e d ,  o r  p r o d u c e d ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  w h i s t  f a n a t i c s .

T h e  o n e - m a n  b a n d ,  w h o  h a s  b e e n  m e n t i o n e d  p r e ­

v i o u s l y  i n  t h e s e  n o t e s ,  c o n t i n u e s  t o  e n j o y  g e n e r a l  

p o p u l a r i t y  a n d  h a s  e n t e r t a i n e d  u s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  d u r i n g  

t h e  q u a r t e r .  A s  a  c h a n g e ,  w e  a r e  s h o r t l y  t o  b e  a f f o r d e d  

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  b y  a  g r o u p  f r o m  t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  B a n d ,  w i t h  

t h e  f o r b i d d i n g l y  a l c o h o l i c  t i t l e  o f  “ T h e  I n t e m p e r a t e  S i x . ”

A  r e c e n t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  r e c o r d e d  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  

o f  a  “  h e a v i l y  l a d e n  l i t t l e  A u s t i n  A 4 0 . ”  T h e  s a m e  A u s t i n  

A 4 0  r e t u r n e d  t o  H a m e l n  r e c e n t l y  b r i n g i n g  B i l l  W r i g h t ,  

C y r i l  O r m e ,  E r n i e  C o l e b e c k  a n d  B a s i l  L e m a i t r e  o n  

a n o t h e r  p i l g r i m a g e .  I t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e y  e n j o y e d  t h e i r  

s t a y  a s  m u c h  a s  w e  d i d .

T h e s e  n o t e s  w o u l d  b e  i n c o m p l e t e  w i t h o u t  e x t e n d i n g  

c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  o u r  n e w  N o .  1 ,  R . S . M .  D o d k i n s ,

C . S . M .  W a l t e r s ,  C / S g t s .  C l e m e n t s ,  C a k e b r e a d  a n d  

P o w e r ,  S / ' S g t .  P r o b e r t  a n d  S g t .  M i l e s  o n  t h e i r  p r o m o t i o n .

T h e  w r i t e r  i s  a c u t e l y  a w a r e  o f  t h e  f a i l i n g s  o f  t h e s e  

n o t e s  b u t  i s  s e c u r e  i n  a  m e a s u r e  o f  a n o n y m i t y  a n d  a  h o p e  

t h a t  h e  w i l l  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  w r i t e  t h e m  a g a i n  f o r  

s o m e  t i m e .

C O R P O R A L S ’  C L U B

D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  w e  h a v e  h a d  m o r e  t h a n  t h e  

u s u a l  c h a n g e  o f  f a c e s .  C h i e f  o f  t h e s e  h a s  b e e n  t h e  

d e p a r t u r e  o f  C p l s .  B r u m w e l l  a n d  R o s e  t o  t h e  H o m e  

C o u n t i e s  B r i g a d e  D e p o t ,  w h e r e  w e  w i s h  t h e m  a  v e r y  

s u c c e s s f u l  t o u r  o f  d u t y .  G o n e  a l s o  t o  t h e  w i l d s  o f  

“  C i v v y  S t r e e t  ”  i s  C p l .  K i r k p a t r i c k ,  a  p a s t  P . M . C .  o f  

t h e  C l u b .  I n  o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  b a l a n c e ,  w e  h a d  p l e a s u r e  

i n  w e l c o m i n g  L / C p l s .  C r e a s e r ,  M e e h a n ,  J a m i e s o n ,  

F l e t c h e r ,  G o o d a l l ,  E t h e r i n g t o n ,  H i n d m a r c h ,  C l o s e ,  

B u t l e r ,  H a r r i s ,  H a y m a n ,  H e d g e s ,  H o w e l l ,  M u r p h y ,  

N i c h o l s o n ,  S m i t h ,  W a r d ,  W h i t t i n g t o n  a n d  D a w s o n .
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W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e m i n d  e a c h  o f  t h e  c u s t o m  o f  b u y i n g  

d r i n k s  a l l  r o u n d .  O u r  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  g o  t o  C p l s .  

R a h m a t u l l a h ,  D o w s e t t ,  M i t c h e l l  a n d  A d a m s ,  R . A . P . C . ,  

u p o n  t h e i r  w e l l - d e s e r v e d  p r o m o t i o n .  C p l .  B r e n n a n  

m a n a g e d  t o  p u l l  a  f a s t  o n e  b y  g e t t i n g  “  h i t c h e d  ”  w h i l s t  

h e  w a s  o n  l e a v e  a n d  h a s  t a k e n  u p  r e s i d e n c e  l o c a l l y ,  

w h e r e  w e  w i s h  b o t h  h i m  a n d  M r s .  B r e n n a n  a l l  t h e  b e s t .

O u r  s o c i a l  c a l e n d a r  h a s  b e e n  f u l l .  I n  J u l y  w e  h e l d  a n  

i n f o r m a l  d a n c e  w h i c h  w a s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  

B r i t i s h  M i l i t a r y  H o s p i t a l .  T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  C p l .  

F l a n a g e n  j o i n i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  M i l i t a r y  H o s p i t a l  F a n  C l u b .  

A t  m o s t  w e e k e n d s  t h e  m a r r i e d  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  w i v e s  

d r o p  i n  f o r  t o m b o l a  a n d  a  c h a t .  T h e  d a r t s  t e a m  a p ­

p e a r e d  t o  h a v e  e n t e r e d  i n t o  a  m a r a t h o n  c o m p e t i t i o n  

w i t h  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  i n  2 9 t h  F i e l d  S q u a d r o n  R o y a l  

E n g i n e e r s .
T h e  m a i n  e v e n t  o f  t h e  q u a r t e r  w a s  w i t h o u t  d o u b t  t h e  

t r a m p s ’  b a l l .  T h e  C l u b  w a s  c o n v e r t e d  t o  l o o k  l i k e  a  

c o r n e r  o f  E p p i n g  F o r e s t .  O n  t h a t  e v e n i n g  e v e r y o n e  

t u r n e d  u p  i n  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o s t u m e ,  t h o u g h  i t  i s  s a i d  

t h a t  C p l .  B a r n e s  w a s  i n  h i s  S u n d a y  b e s t .  W e  m u s t  s a y  

t h a t  C p l s .  R o g e r s ,  D a C o s t a ,  B r u m w e l l  a n d  L / C p l .  

C l a r k e  p l a y e d  t h e i r  p a r t s  w e l l .  W e  w e r e  h a p p y  t o  b e  

a b l e  t o  w e l c o m e  a s  o u r  g u e s t s  s o m e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

R o y a l  A r m y  S e r v i c e  C o r p s  f r o m  B i e l e f e l d  w h o  a p p e a r e d  

t o  h a v e  a  m o s t  e n j o y a b l e  t i m e .  I t  w a s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  

t h e  H a n n o v e r  P o l i c e  r e c e i v e d  d i s t u r b i n g  r e p o r t s  o f  

t r a m p s  i n  t h e i r  f a i r  c i t y ' .  W e  w o n d e r  i f  t h e r e  c o u l d  h a v e  

b e e n  a n y  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h i s  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

t r a n s p o r t ,  a r r a n g e d  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  C l u b  m e m ­

b e r s  l i v i n g  i n  t h a t  c i t y ,  f a i l e d  t o  a p p e a r .  W e  r e g r e t  t h e  

d e p a r t u r e  o f  R . S . M .  M c M i l l a n ,  w h o  p a i d  u s  h i s  l a s t  

v i s i t  o n  t h a t  e v e n t f u l  e v e n i n g .  T o  m a r k  t h e  o c c a s i o n ,  

t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C l u b  s u b s c r i b e d  t o  t h è  p u r c h a s e  o f  

a n  i n s c r i b e d  s i l v e r  t r a y  w h i c h  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  

P . M . C . , C p l .  D a C o s t a . ’  T h e  R . S . M .  t h e n  “ t o a s t e d ”  

t h e  o c c a s i o n  b y  d r i n k i n g  a  “  B r u m w e l l  S p e c i a l .  W e  

w i s h  b o t h  R . S . M .  a n d  M r s .  M c M i l l a n  a l l  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  

o f  l u c k  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  W e  w e l c o m e  w i t h  a l l  d u e  r e s p e c t  

o u r  n e w  R e g i m e n t a l  S e r g e a n t - M a j o r ,  W ' . O . i  D o d k i n s .  

W e  o n l y  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  a r r i v e d  a r m e d  w i t h  a  

c a m e r a  d i d  n o t  i n d i c a t e  a  s e a r c h  f o r  d o c u m e n t a r y  

e v i d e n c e  ! A l s o  p r e s e n t  w a s  L t .  B u l l o c k ,  w h o  h a s  n e v e r  

f a i l e d  t o  l e n d  a  h a n d  t o  t h e  C l u b ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s .  A  g o o d  

n i g h t  w a s  h a d  b y  a l l ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t s  o f  

C p l s .  D a C o s t a ,  S t o p p  a n d  L  C p l s .  C l a r k e  a n d  L u c a s ,  

a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  n o t  f o r g e t t i n g  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e

A . C . C .  w h o  s u p p l i e d  t h e  f i s h  a n d  c h i p s  ( s u i t a b l y  s e r v e d  

f r o m  d u s t b i n s ) .
A n d  s o  t o  g e n e r a l  g o s s i p .  C p l .  “  E a r h o l e s  ”  M u l l e n d e r  

p a r t e d  c o m p a n y  w i t h  a  M o b a t  d u r i n g  a  r e c e n t  e x e r c i s e  ; 

h o w e v e r ,  A . F . s  P  1 9 5 4  w e r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d .  C p l s .  

S t e w a r t  a n d  D o w s e t t  r e c e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  a  s i g n a l s  

c o u r s e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  a n d  f o r  s e v e r a l  e v e n i n g s  

t h e  C l u b  r e s o u n d e d  w i t h  “  H e l l o  a l l  s t a t i o n s ,  s i g n a l s ,  

o v e r . ”  C p l .  S t u b b i n g s  a n d  L / C p l .  K e l l y ,  R . A . O . C . ,  

o f  t h e  Q . M . ’ s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  h a v e  a g a i n  v o l u n t e e r e d  ( . ')  

t o  p r o v e  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  f i e l d  b y  g e t t i n g  o f f  E x e r c i s e  

“  S p e a r p o i n t . ”  T h e  c o o k h o u s e  h a s  a g a i n  b e g u n  s e r v i n g  

t h i c k  p o r r i d g e  f o r  b r e a k f a s t  t o  m a r k  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  C p l .  

S i m p s o n ,  A . C . C .  C p l s .  M a n s e r  a n d  B o r f o r d  h a v e  t h e  

g u a r d r o o m ,  i f  n o t  u n d e r  c o n t r o l ,  u n d e r  m a n y  c o a t s  o f  

R e g i m e n t a l  p a i n t .  C p l .  D i c k e n s  h a s  b e e n  p r o m o t e d  t o

t h e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  S e c t i o n  b u t  s t i l l  h a s  n o t  p a s s e d  t h e

B . P .  m a p  s t a g e !  C p l .  L o n g  h a s  t a k e n  o v e r  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  

s p o r t s  s t o r e ,  a n d  C p l .  S t o p p  i s  t h e  c h i e f  s t a m p  l i c k e r ,  

h a v i n g  m o v e d  i n t o  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e .

N o w  w e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  t h e  

N e w  Y e a r ,  w h e n ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  C p l .  “  C h i p p y  ”  

W o o d ,  o u r  n e w  P . M . C . ,  w e  h o p e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  a r r a n g e  a  

f u l l  p r o g r a m m e  f o r  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  o u r  l a s t  C h r i s t m a s  

i n  B . A . O . R .  I t  i s  r u m o u r e d  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  C l u b  f u n d s  

a r e  t o  b e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o w a r d s  b u y i n g  “ M i n n i e ”  a  

p r e s e n t .  S o  f a r  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  

t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  o f  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  a  w o o d e n  s p o o n .  

T o  a l l  r e a d e r s  w e  w i s h  a  v e r y  m e r r y  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  a  

p r o s p e r o u s  N e w  Y e a r .

S P O R T

S i n c e  t h e  l a s t  e d i t i o n  o f  T h e  D ie - H a r d s  t h e  a c c e n t  

h a s  b e e n  o n  m i l i t a r y  a c t i v i t i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  s p o r t ,  t h e  

l a t t e r  b e i n g  s e v e r e l y  c u r t a i l e d .  T h e  o n l y  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  

n o t e  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  i n t e r - C o m p a n y  s w i m m i n g  a n d  

a t h l e t i c s  c o m p e t i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  

r u g b y  s e a s o n .  H o c k e y  p l a y e r s  h a v e  b e e n  s e e n  o n  t h e s q u a r e  

a n d  s o m e  m a t c h e s  w i t h i n  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  h a v e  b e e n  p l a y e d .

T h e  c r i c k e t  s e a s o n  c a r r i e d  o n  s p a s m o d i c a l l y  w i t h  a  

f e w  m a t c h e s ,  b u t  e n d e d  i n  a  b l a z e  o f  g l o r y  w i t h  a n  

e x c e l l e n t  v i c t o r y '  o v e r  t h e  B r i g a d e  C o m m a n d e r ’ s  X I  i n  

t h e  B r i g a d e  C r i c k e t  W e e k .

N o w  t h a t  t h e  e x e r c i s e  s e a s o n  i s  b e h i n d  u s  w e  w i l l  b e  

a b l e  t o  s e t t l e  d o w n  t o  s o m e  s e r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  t h e  

s p o r t s  f i e l d  w i t h  o u r  e y e s  o n c e  a g a i n  o n  t h e  A r m y  C u p .

O n e  s p o r t  w h i c h  m u s t  b e  m e n t i o n e d  i s  m o d e m  

p e n t a t h l o n ,  i n  w h i c h  o u r  t e a m  o f  C a p t .  L o h a n ,  P t e .  

F i n n i s  a n d  P t e .  S e a t o r y  h a v e  b r o u g h t  f a m e  t o  t h e  

R e g i m e n t  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  P t e .  F i n n i s .  i n  

m a n y  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w ro r l d  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  

t e a m .

C r i c k e t

S u m m e r  c r i c k e t  w a s  s t a r t e d  w i t h  g o o d  i n t e n t i o n s  b u t ,  

a s  m a n y  t e a m s  c a n c e l l e d  f i x t u r e s ,  w e  p l a y e d  o n l y  t h r e e  

m a t c h e s  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h o s e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  i s s u e .  

T h e s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  p r o d u c e d  s o m e  g o o d  p e r f o r m a n c e s .  

O u r  m a t c h  a g a i n s t  1 9 t h  F i e l d  R e g i m e n t  R o y a l  A r t i l l e r y  

h a d  a  v e r y  g o o d  r e s u l t .  T h e  G u n n e r s ,  b a t t i n g  f i r s t ,  w e r e  

5 3  f o r  4 ,  w h e n  L t .  P i t m a n  c a m e  o n  a n d  i n  t h i e e  o v e r s  

t o o k  f i v e  w i c k e t s  f o r  e i g h t  r u n s ,  t h e  G u n n e r  s  f i n a l  s c o r e  

b e i n g  6 8  a l l  o u t .  W e  b a t t e d  q u i t e  s t e a d i l y  a n d  t h e n  

c a m e  u p  a g a i n s t  a  g o o d  b o w l e r  a n d ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  

t h e  G u n n e r s ,  w 'e r e  d i s m i s s e d  f o r  6 8 — m a t c h  t i e d .

W e  t h e n  p l a y e d  t h e  R o y a l  A i r  F o r c e  S c h a r f o l d e n d o r f  

a n d ,  b a t t i n g  f i r s t ,  s c o r e d  1 1 8 ,  S g t .  H o r d e r  c a r r y i n g  h i s  

b a t  f o r  6 4  n o t  o u t .  I n  r e p l y  t h e  R o y a l  A i r  F o r c e  s c o r e d  

6 7  ( L t .  P i t m a n  5  f o r  2 3 ) .  T h e  l a s t  m a t c h  w a s  a  v e r y  

g o o d  o n e ,  n o t a b l e  f o r  t h e  s t e a d y  b o w l i n g  w h i c h  d i s ­

m i s s e d  t h e  B r i g a d e  C o m m a n d e r  s  X I  f o r  1 2 0 .  I n  r e p l y  

w e  w e r e  s o o n  3  f o r  4 ,  b u t  S g t .  R a f f a e l  j o i n e d  M a j o r  P i k e  

a n d  t h e  1 2 0  w a s  p a s s e d  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  l o s s .  M a j o r  P i k e  

s c o r i n g  4 7  n o t  o u t  a n d  S g t .  R a f f a e l  5 2  n o t  o u t .

T h e  A l b u h e r a  c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  r u n  o n  a  l e a g u e  b a s i s  

t h i s  y e a r .  C o m p a n i e s  h a d  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f i e l d i n g  t h e  s a m e  

t e a m  f o r  a n y  t w o  m a t c h e s .  T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  f i n a l l y  

w o n  b y  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  w  i t h  a  w e l l - b a l a n c e d  t e a m  w  h o s e  

s t a n d a r d  w a s  r a t h e r  a b o v e  t h a t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  c o m p a n i e s .
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D e ta i l e d  R e s u lts

1 9 t h  F i e l d  R e g i m e n t  R o y a l  A r t i l l e r y ,  6 8 — 1 s t  M i d d l e ­

s e x ,  6 8  ( L t .  P i t m a n ,  5  f o r  8 ) .  M a t c h  t i e d .

R o y a l  A i r  F o r c e  S c h a r f o l d e n d o r f ,  6 7 — 1 s t  M i d d l e s e x ,

1 1 8  ( L t .  P i t m a n ,  5  f o r  2 3 ;  S g t .  H o r d e r ,  6 4  n o t  o u t ) .  

M a t c h  w o n .

B r i g a d e  C o m m a n d e r ’ s  X I ,  1 2 0 — 1 s t  M i d d l e s e x ,  1 2 1  

f o r  3  ( S g t .  R a f f a e l ,  5 2  n o t  o u t ;  M a j o r  P i k e ,  4 7  n o t  

o u t ) .  M a t c h  w o n .

S w i m m i n g

T h e  m a j o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  s e a s o n  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  u p  w i t h  

m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  a n d  a t h l e t i c s  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e r e  

h a s  b e e n  l i t t l e  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  s w i m m i n g  p o o l .  N o  o u t s i d e  

m a t c h e s  t o o k  p l a c e ,  b u t  a  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  A l b u h e r a  

c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  t o w n  b a t h  o f  H a m e l n .  M u c h  

n e w  t a l e n t  c a m e  t o  l i g h t  a n d ,  a s  m o s t  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t o r s  

w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  n e x t  y e a r ,  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  a  s u c c e s s ­

f u l  s e a s o n .

“  B  ”  C o m p a n y  m a d e  m o s t  u s e  o f  a v a i l a b l e  t r a i n i n g  

p e r i o d s  a n d  w o n  t h e  e v e n t  b y  3  p o i n t s  o v e r  “ A ”  a n d  

“  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n i e s ’  t e a m s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  s e c o n d  e q u a l .  

T h e  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y  f r e e - s t y l e  t e a m  w e r e  o u t s t a n d i n g ,  

w i t h  P t e .  S e a t o r y  a s  t h e  m a i n  s t r e n g t h .  P t e .  D a v e v ,  o f  

“  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y ,  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a n  a b l e  b a c k - s t r o k e  

s w i m m e r .  T h e  p l u n g e  e v e n t  w a s  w o n  b y  L t .  C h e e s m a n ,  

“  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y ,  a n d  t h e  D i v i n g  C u p  b y  S g t .  

B r e r e t o n  ( R . A . P . C . ) ,  “  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y .

M r s .  B a t t y e  k i n d l y  c o n s e n t e d  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  A l b u h e r a  

S w i m m i n g  S h i e l d  t o  r h e  w i n n i n g  c o m p a n y  a n d  t h e  

D i v i n g  C u p  t o  S g t .  B r e r e t o n .

A t h l e t i c s

T h e  i n t e r - C o m p a n y  a t h l e t i c s  w e r e  h e l d  t h i s  y e a r  o n  

S e p t e m b e r  2 .  T h e  u n u s u a l  d a t e  w a s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  

f i r s t l y  b y  a  f u l l  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m m e  a n d  s e c o n d l y  

i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  m a i n t a i n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s p o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  s u m m e r .  I n  t h e  e v e n t ,  a n  e n j o y a b l e  d a y ’ s  m e e t i n g  

w a s  h e l d  a n d  t h e  A t h l e t i c s  O f f i c e r  w a s  s e e n  t o  n o t e  a  f e w  

n a m e s  t o  b e  w a t c h e d  f o r  n e x t  s e a s o n .  T h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

c l o s e l y - c o n t e s t e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  a  w i n  f o r  “  H . Q . ”  

C o m p a n y ,  e n t e r i n g  o n e  t e a m  o n l y ,  w i t h  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y  

i n  s e c o n d  p l a c e  a n d  “ A ”  C o m p a n y  a n d  “  C  C o m p a n y  

i n  t h i r d  a n d  f o u r t h  p l a c e s  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

T h e s e  m e e t i n g s  c a n  o n l y  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

a m o u n t  o f  h a r d  w o r k  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  P . T . s t a f f .  T h i s  

s e e m s  a  s u i t a b l e  t i m e  t o  a c k n o w l e d g e  S . I .  P o o l e ’ s  u n ­

t i r i n g  e f f o r t s  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h r e e  s e a s o n s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  

t h e  s e v e r a l  t r a c k s  w e  h a v e  u s e d  h a v e  b e e n  c o r r e c t l y  a n d  

c l e a r l y  l a i d  o u t  a n d  m a r k e d .  W e  w i s h  h i m  w e l l  i n  h i s  

p o s t i n g  t o  2 9 t h  R e g i m e n t  R o y a l  A r t i l l e r y  a n d ,  i n  t u r n ,  

w e l c o m e  C . S . M . I .  I s s i t t ,  w h o  n o t  o n l y  l a i d  o u t  t h e  a r e n a  

f o r  t h i s  m e e t i n g  b u t  a l s o  s h o w e d  h i m s e l f  a  v e r y  a b l e  

c o m p e t i t o r .  I f  S e r g e a n t - M a j o r  I s s i t t  h a d  a n y  p l a n s  t o  

T e t i r e  a n d  p l a y  g o l f  I  f e a r  h e  w i l l  h a v e  t o  p o s t p o n e  t h e m .  

B o t h  a s  c o a c h  a n d  c o m p e t i t o r  h e  w i l l  b e  f u l l y  o c c u p i e d  

i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  s t e a d y  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  B a t t a l i o n  

a t h l e t i c s  s h o w n  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f e w  s e a s o n s .

R u g b y  F o o t b a l l

S o  f a r  t h i s  s e a s o n  w e  h a v e  p l a y e d  t h r e e  g a m e s ,  w o n  a l l ,  

a n d  h a v e  h a d  o u r  l i n e  c r o s s e d  o n l y  o n c e .

W e  s t a r t e d  t h e  s e a s o n  b y  p l a y i n g  2 6  C o m p a n y  R o y a l  

A r m y  S e r v i c e  C o r p s  a t  W o u l d h a m .  I t  w a s  a  h o t  a n d  

s u n n y  d a y  a n d  t h e  p i t c h  w a s  i n  g o o d  s h a p e .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  i d e a l .  W e  p l a y e d  t o  r u l e ,  m o v i n g  t h e  

b a l l  o u t  t o  t h e  w i n g ,  a n d  i t  d o e s  t h e  t e a m  g r e a t  c r e d i t  

t h a t  b o t h  w i n g e r s  s c o r e d .  L ' C p l .  O ’ R i o r d e n  o n  t h e  

l e f t  w i n g  d i d  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  i n  h i s  f i r s t  g a m e  f o r  t h e  

1 s t  X V .  2  L t .  B a r t l e t t ,  a l s o  p l a y i n g  f o r  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  f o r  

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  p r o v e d  t o  b e  v e r y  f a s t  o n c e  o n  t h e  m o v e ,  

a n d  h a r d  t o  s t o p .  P t e .  J o n e s  ( 8 6 )  a g a i n  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a  

g o o d  p l a y e r ,  b u t  f o u n d  i t  h a r d  t o  k e e p  u p  w i t h  L t .  

L o f t i n g ’ s  b r e a k s  o n  t h e  i n s i d e .  T h e  p a c k  h a d  a  v e r y  

h a r d  a n d  r o u g h  g a m e ,  b u t  g a v e  a s  g o o d  a s  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  

a n d ,  d u e  t o  s u p e r i o r  f i t n e s s ,  w o r e  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  d o w n .

V a l u a b l e  l e s s o n s  w e r e  l e a r n t  w h i c h  p a i d  o f f  i n  t h e  

n e x t  g a m e .  T h e  f i n a l  s c o r e  w a s  1 5 — o .  T r i e s  w e r e  

s c o r e d  b y  L t .  G o r i n g ,  2  L t .  B a r t l e t t  a n d  L / C p l .  

O ’ R i o r d e n .  L t .  G o r i n g  c o n v e r t e d  t w o  a n d  L t .  C h e e s m a n  

o n e .

T h e  s e c o n d  g a m e  w a s  a g a i n s t  2 n d  S i g n a l s  R e g i m e n t  

w h o m  w e  m e e t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  A r m y  C u p .  W e  w o n  t h i s  

g a m e  1 9 — 3 ,  a g a i n  i n  i d e a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  I n  t h e  f o r w a r d s  

w e  w e r e  w e l l  m a t c h e d ,  b u t  w e  w e r e  w e l l  o n  t o p  o u t s i d e .  

T h e  s c o r i n g  i n  t h i s  g a m e  w a s  s h a r e d  b e t w e e n  f o r w a r d s  

a n d  t h r e e s  a n d  g a v e  t h e  t e a m  a  g o o d  r u n  a r o u n d .

O u r  l a s t  g a m e  t o  d a t e  w a s  a  S u n d a y - m o r n i n g  f i x t u r e  

p r i o r  t o  E x e r c i s e  “  S p e a r p o i n t , ”  w h e n  w e  p l a y e d  6 t h  

F i e l d  R e g i m e n t ,  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t  G u n n e r  s i d e s  in  

G e r m a n y ,  a t  M u n s t e r l a g e r .  W e  h a d  f i v e  c h a n g e s  in  

t h i s  g a m e  a n d  w e n t  t h e r e  h o p i n g  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  g i v e  t h e m  

a  r u n  f o r  t h e i r  m o n e y .  T h e  g r o u n d  w a s  w e t  a n d  a t  t h e  

k i c k - o f f  i t  w a s  r a i n i n g .  A t  h a l f  t i m e  t h e  s c o r e  w a s  6 — 3 ,  

a l l  t r i e s ,  i n  o u r  f a v o u r  a n d  i t  w a s  a n y o n e ’ s  g a m e .  H o w ­

e v e r ,  w e  c l o s e d  t h e  g a m e  u p  a n d  w o r k e d  o n  t h e i r  

m i s t a k e s  a n d  s c o r e d  a n o t h e r  t r y .

W i t h o u t  a n y  s h a d o w  o f  a  d o u b t ,  t h i s  y e a r  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  

h a s  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  t e a m  i t  h a s  h a d  s o  f a r  i n  G e r m a n y .  

I n  o u r  f i r s t  y e a r  w e  h a d  a  g o o d  p a c k  a n d  n o  o u t s i d e s ,  

l a s t  y e a r  g o o d  o u t s i d e s  a n d  n o  p a c k ,  a n d  t h i s  y e a r  w e  

h a v e  b o t h .  A  f u l l e r  r e p o r t  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e  

o f  t h e  J o u r n a l ,  w h e n  w e  s h a l l  k n o w  h o w  w e  f a r e d  i n  t h e  

A r m y  C u p  a n d  o n  o u r  t o u r  t o  B e r l i n  i n  D e c e m b e r .

S o c c e r

W e  s t a i t e d  t h e  s e a s o n  w i t h  a  m e e t i n g  i n  “  D  ”  

C o m p a n y  L e c t u r e  R o o m  t o  w h i c h  A L L  e n t h u s i a s t s  

w e i e  i n v i t e d .  W e  d i s c u s s e d  t r a i n i n g  p o l i c y  a n d  c a p ­

t a i n c y ,  w h i c h  w a s  g i v e n  t o  P t e .  D u k e ,  o f  “  H . Q . ”  

C o m p a n y ,  a n d  l a t e  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  D e p o t .

W e  h a v e  e n t e r e d  t h e  1 s t  X I  i n  t h e  W e s t p h a l i a  L o c a l  

S e r v i c e s  L e a g u e  a n d  h a v e  m a n y  f i x t u r e s  b o o k e d  a g a i n s t  

o l d  f r i e n d s  a n d  f o e s .

T h e  2 n d  X I  a r e  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  B o r d e r  L e a g u e  a n d  

l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  a  g o o d  s e a s o n .

T h e  B a t t a l i o n  h a s  n o t  s e e n  a  s t r o n g e r  s o c c e r  s i d e  f o r  

a  l o n g  t i m e  a n d  w e  h o p e  f o r  s u c c e s s .  T o  d a t e  w e  h a v e  

p l a y e d  a  m i x e d  1 s t  a n d  2 n d  X I  a g a i n s t  5 4  C o m p a n y  

R o y a l  A r m y  S e r v i c e  C o r p s  a n d  l o s t  6 — 2 ,  a n d  a g a i n s t  

1 1  I n f a n t r y  W o r k s h o p s ,  R o y a l  E l e c t r i c a l  a n d  M e c h ­

a n i c a l  E n g i n e e r s ,  a n d  w o n  7 — 1  • A s  t h i s  w a s  i n  t h e  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a r e a  f o r  E x e r c i s e  “  S p e a r p o i n t ,  a n d  

p l a y e d  o n  g r a s s  i n  P . T .  s h o e s ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  

e n c o u r a g i n g .
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P e n tath lo n
T h e  P e n t a t h l o n  s e a s o n  h a s  n o w  c o m e  t o  a n  e n d .  O u r  

R e g i m e n t  h a s  d o n e  w e l l ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h i s  i s  o u r  f i r s t  y e a r  

o f  c o m p e t i t i o n .
T h e  m a i n  p o w e r  b e h i n d  t h e  t e a m  h a s  b e e n  P t e .  

F i n n i s ,  w h o  h a s  h a d  a  b r i l l i a n t  s e a s o n .  A s  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  

l a s t  p e n t a t h l o n  n o t e s  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  a n  o v e r a l l  r e v i e w  w i l l  

b e  g i v e n .
O u r  f i r s t  m a t c h  w a s  i n  t h e  R o y a l  E l e c t r i c a l  a n d  

M e c h a n i c a l  E n g i n e e r s ’  T e t r a t h l o n  ( a l l  e v e n t s  l e s s  

r i d i n g ) .  T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w i n n e r  w a s  P t e .  F i n n i s  a n d  t h e  

R e g i m e n t  w o n  t h e  t e a m  c h a m p i o n s h i p s .  O u t  o f  3 4  

s t a r t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  C h e l t e n h a m  

C l u b  a n d  R o y a l  M i l i t a r y  A c a d e m y ,  S a n d h u r s t ,  w e  

p r o d u c e d  1 s t ,  7 t h  a n d  2 2 n d .

I n  t h e  s a m e  m o n t h ,  M a y ,  w e  t o o k  p a r t  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  

i n  a n  I n t e r - S e r v i c e s ’  T e t r a t h l o n  T r i a l s .  T h i s  w a s  w o n  

b y  J o e  B u s k o ,  t h e  e x - H u n g a r i a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  o f  t h e  

n e w l y - f o r m e d  C h e l t e n h a m  C l u b .  F i n n i s  w a .  2 n d ,  

L o h a n  8 t h ,  S e a t o r y  1 9 t h .  I f  t h i s  h a d  b e e n  a  t e a m  

c h a m p i o n s h i p  w e  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  p l a c e d  f i r s t .

O u r  n e x t  c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  i n  J u l y  a t  S e n n e l a g e r  i n  t h e  

B r i t i s h  A r m y  o f  t h e  R h i n e  C h a m p i o n s h i p s .  T h i s  w a s  

w o n  b y  P t e .  F i n n i s .  A s  a  t e a m  w e  w e r e  p l a c e d  s e c o n d  t o  

T h e  1 0 t h  R o y a l  H u s s a r s  ( P . W . O . ) .

F i n n i s  t h e n  w e n t  t o  E n g l a n d  t o  s t a r t  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  

t h e  B r i t i s h  t e a m .  A f t e r  o n e  o r  t w o  m i n o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

m a t c h e s  h e  w e n t  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  t e a m  t o  M o s c o w  f o r  

t h e  W o r l d  C h a m p i o n s h i p s .  H e  w a s  p l a c e d  3 0 t h  ( a  

m o n t h  l a t e r  h e  b e a t  A l a n  J a c k s o n ,  n u m b e r  o n e  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  n i n t h  i n  t h e  w o r l d ) .

T h e  t e a m  t h e n  r e u n i t e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m  f o r  

t h e  A r m y  C h a m p i o n s h i p s .  T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  v e r y  

s t r o n g  a s  t h e r e  w e r e  i n v i t a t i o n  t e a m s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  C o m b i n e d  U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  C h e l t e n h a m ,  

R o y a l  A i r  F o r c e  a n d  N a v y .  T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  w o n  

b y  F i n n i s  a n d  t h e  t e a m  w a s  p l a c e d  t h i r d  t o  t h e  R o y a l  

E l e c t r i c a l  a n d  M e c h a n i c a l  E n g i n e e r s  a n d  t h e  R o y a l  

M i l i t a r y  P o l i c e  t e a m s .  L t . - G e n .  S i r  B r i a n  H o r r o c k s ,  

h i m s e l f  a n  O l y m p i c  p e n t h a t h l o n ,  g a v e  a w a y  t h e  p r i z e s .

F i n a l l y ,  F i n n i s  a n d  C a p t .  L o h a n  w e n t  o n  t o  t h e  

B r i t i s h  C h a m p i o n s h i p s .  F i n n i s  w a s  n u m b e r  o n e  f o r  

t h e  A r m y  t e a m  a n d  L o h a n  A r m y  r e s e r v e .  T e a m s  w e r e  

o f  s i x  m e n  f o r  t h e  I n t e r - S e r v i c e s  a n d  t h r e e  f o r  t h e  

B r i t i s h  C h a m p i o n s h i p s .  T h e  t w o  m a t c h e s  b e i n g  c o m b i n ­

e d  i n  o n e ,  i t  w a s  a l s o  r a t e d  a s  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a s  t h e r e  

w e r e  t e a m s  f r o m  F r a n c e .  I t a l y  a n d  S w e d e n .  F i n n i s  h a d  

v e r y  b a d  l u c k  b y  d r a w i n g  a  b e l o w - a v e r a g e  h o r s e  i n  t h e  

r i d i n g  e v e n t  a n d  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  g e t  a n y  p o i n t s .  C a p t .  

L o h a n  h a d  t o  r e t i r e  h a l f - w a y  r o u n d .  H o w e v e r ,  d e s p i t e  

t h i s  h a n d i c a p ,  F i n n i s  m a n a g e d  t o  p u l l  u p  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  

T h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  r e s u l t s :  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  B r i t i s h  a n d  

I n t e r - S e r v i c e s  C h a m p i o n s h i p s .  F i n n i s  f i n i s h e d  n t h ,  

7 t h  a n d  5 t h  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  C a p t .  L o h a n  1 7 t h ,  1 2 t h  

a n d  9 t h .

T h e  t e a m  i s  m o s t  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  i t  h a s  r e ­

c e i v e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  a n d  f o r  t h e  t i m e  a n d  

m o n e y  g i v e n  t o w a r d s  t r a i n i n g .  P e n t a t h l o n  i s  r a t h e r  a n  

i n d i v i d u a l  s p o r t  a n d  t h e  e f f o r t  e x p e n d e d  i n  g e t t i n g  t h e  

t e a m  f i t  a n d  g o o d  e n o u g h  t o  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g ­

d o m  i s  p e r h a p s  o u t  o f  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  s m a l l  s i z e  o f  

t h e  t e a m .

T H E  C H A L L E N G E  O F  A F R I C A

S e n t r y :  “ A l t .  W h o  d a t ?  ”

R e p ly :  “  W h o  d a t ?  ”

S e n t r y :  “  W h o  d a t ,  w h o  s a y  w h o  d a t ?  ”

R e p ly :  “  N a h  m e !  ”
S e n t r y :  “  N a h  y o u .  W h o  s a y  n a h  m e .  W h y  y o u  s a y  

w h o  d a t  w h e n  I  s a y  w h o  d a t .  W h y  y o u  N O  s a y  n a h  

m e ?  ”
W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  o f f i c e r s  a r e  u r g e d  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  

t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  A f r i c a  b y  v o l u n t e e r i n g  f o r  t h e  A f r i c a n  

F o r c e s .

E X E R C I S E  “  S P E A R P O I N T ”

G e n e r a l

“  S p e a r p o i n t , ”  1  B r i t i s h  C o r p s  e x e r c i s e ,  w a s  t h e  

l a r g e s t  h e l d  i n  B . A . O . R .  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s ;  a  t w o - s i d e d  

e x e r c i s e ,  w h i c h  c o v e r e d  a n  a r e a  o f  s o m e  1 5 0  m i l e s  b y  

3 0  m i l e s  b e t w e e n  H a m b u r g  i n  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  L i p p s t a d t  

i n  t h e  s o u t h .  ^
T h e  c o n t e s t i n g  a r m i e s  w e r e  t h o s e  o f  “  B l u e l a n d ,  a  

W e s t e r n  E u r o p e a n  s t a t e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  d e f e n d  i t s e l f ,  i f  

n e c e s s a r y ,  b y  t h e  u s e  o f  n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s ,  a n d  “  R e d -  

l a n d , ”  t h e  a g g r e s s o r  f r o m  t h e  e a s t ,  p o s s e s s i n g  s u p e r i o r  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  f o r c e s  a n d  p r e f e r r i n g  t o  f i g h t  a  n o n ­

n u c l e a r  c a m p a i g n ,  b u t  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  n u c l e a r  c a p a b i l i t y .

T h e  g r o u n d  p r e s e n t e d  i n t e r e s t i n g  p r o b l e m s  t o  b o t h  

s i d e s .  A s  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  f o r m e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  R e d l a n d  

f o r c e s  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  c o n c e r n e d  u s .  A f t e r  

c r o s s i n g  t h e  f r o n t i e r  ( s e e  s k e t c h  m a p )  R e d l a n d  f o r c e s  

w e r e  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  a  n u m b e r  o f  m a j o r  w a t e r  o b s t a c l e s ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i v e r s  A l l e r  a n d  W e s e r  a n d  t h e  H a u p t  

a n d  M i t t e l a n d  C a n a l s .  B e t w e e n  t h e s e  m a j o r  o b s t a c l e s  

t h e  g r o u n d  v a r i e d  f r o m  l o w - l y i n g  f i e l d s  i n t e r s p e r s e d  w  i t h  

m i n o r  r i v e r s  a n d  s t r e a m s ,  w h i c h  o f f e r e d  e x c e l l e n t  

o p p o r t u n i t y '  f o r  d e m o l i t i o n s  b u t  b a d  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  g o i n g  

f o r  v e h i c l e s ;  t o  t h e  p e a t  b o g s  o f  t h e  G r o s s e  M o o r ,  

w h i c h  w e r e  i m p a s s a b l e  t o  a n y  f o r m  o f  w h e e l e d  t r a n s p o r t .  

S o m e  t h r e e  m i l e s  b e y o n d  t h e  M i t t e l a n d  C a n a l  l a y  t h e  

W i e h e n g e b i r g e ,  s t e e p  w o o d e d  a n d  w i t h  o n l y  a  f e w  

n a r r o w  p a s s e s  o v e r  i t .  B e h i n d  t h e  W  i e h e n g e b i r g e  

s t r e t c h e d  o p e n  c o u n t r y '  f o r  a b o u t  1 0  m i l e s  t o  t h e  T e u t o -  

b u r g e r  W a l d ,  a l s o  s t e e p  s i d e d ,  w o o d e d  a n d  w i t h  f e w  

r o u t e s  a c r o s s .  I n  a l l  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  a b o u t  1 3 0  m i l e s  f r o m  

t h e  f o r w a r d  a s s e m b l y  a r e a .

R e d l a n d  P l a n s

C o m m a n d e r  1 s t  R e d l a n d  D i v i s i o n  p l a n n e d  t o  s e c u r e  

c r o s s i n g s  o v e r  t h e  T e u t o b u r g e r  W a l d  b y  a d v a n c i n g  

q u i c k l y  w i t h  h i s  i n f a n t r y  b r i g a d e s  t o  s e i z e  c r o s s i n g s  o v e r  

t h e  A l l e r  a n d  W e s e r  R i v e r s ,  t h e  H a u p t  a n d  M i t t e l a n d  

C a n a l s  a n d  t h e  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  W i e h e n g e b i r g e .  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h e l i c o p t e r - b o r n e  t r o o p s  w e r e  t o  s e i z e  

c e r t a i n  o f  t h e  b r i d g e s  a c r o s s  t h e s e  o b s t a c l e s  a n d  t h e  

i n f a n t r y  b r i g a d e s  w e r e  t o  b e  p r e c e d e d  b y  r e c c e  g r o u p s  

w h o s e  t a s k  w a s  t o  l i n k  u p  w i t h  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  d r o p s  o r  

s e i z e  a n y  b r i d g e s  n o t  a l r e a d y  d e m o l i s h e d .

T h e  p l a n  o f  C o m m a n d e r  1  i t h  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e  G r o u p  

w a s  t o  s e i z e  t h e  l a t e r a l  r o u t e  5 1 / 6 1  b j '  l a s t  l i g h t  o n  

T u e s d a y ,  O c t o b e r  1 0 .  T h e  B r i g a d e  G r o u p  w a s  t o  

a d v a n c e  o n  t w o  r o u t e s ,  l e f t  “  H e a r t  w i t h  1 s t  M i d d l e s e x  

G r o u p  a n d  r i g h t  “  B o a t  ”  w i t h  1 s t  C a m e r o n i a n s  G r o u p  

l e a d i n g  a n d  t h e  S o u t h  W a l e s  B o r d e r e r s  i n  r e s e r v e .  

L e a d i n g  t h e  B r i g a d e  o n  b o t h  r o u t e s  w e r e  a r m o u r e d

D
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s q u a d r o n / i n f a n t r y  c o m p a n y  g r o u p s .  T h e s e  g r o u p s  w e r e  

t o  b e  i n i t i a l l y  u n d e r  c o m m a n d  o f  R e g i m e n t a l  H e a d q u a r ­

t e r s  i 4 t h / 2 o t h  H u s s a r s  w i t h  t h e  t a s k  o f  b y p a s s i n g  

o p p o s i t i o n  a n d  l i n k i n g  u p  w i t h  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  l a n d i n g s  

o r  s e i z i n g  a n y  b r i d g e s  t h e y  f o u n d  i n t a c t .  T h e y  w e r e  t o  

r e v e r t  t o  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  t h e  i n f a n t r y  b a t t a l i o n s  a t  t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  t i m e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e c c e  t r o o p s  

c o n t r o l l e d  b y  D i v i s i o n a l  H e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  t h e  s q u a d r o n /  

c o m p a n y  g r o u p s ,  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  v e h i c l e s  n u m b e r i n g  

m a n y  h u n d r e d s ,  a n d  r a n g i n g  f r o m  b r i d g e - c a r r y i n g  

l o r r i e s  t o  n u c l e a r  a r t i l l e r y ,  w e r e  r o u t e d  a l o n g  t h e  t w o  

b r i g a d e  a x e s  a n d  h a d  t o  b e  c o - o r d i n a t e d  b y  t h e  b a t t a l i o n  

c o m m a n d e r  c o n c e r n e d .

C o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  P r e p a r a t i o n

O n  O c t o b e r  5  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  m o v e d  i n t o  i t s  c o n c e n t r a ­

t i o n  a r e a  w i t h  “ A ”  C o m p a n y  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  D a n g e r s e n ,  

“  B  ”  i n  S t e i n b e c k ,  “  C  ”  i n  M e i s e n  a n d  B a t t a l i o n  H . Q .  

a n d  “  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y  i n  D i b b e r s e n .  T h e  v i l l a g e r s  

p r o v e d  t o  b e  m o s t  h o s p i t a b l e  a n d ,  w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e ,  

p r o v i d e d  c o v e r e d  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  t r o o p s .  F i n a l  

p r e p a r a t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  d e t a i l e d  

p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e  c r o s s i n g  o f  t h e  W e s e r  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  

t h e  b r i d g e s  b e i n g  d e m o l i s h e d ,  a n d  t h e  b r i e f i n g  o f  a l l  

r a n k s .  T h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  m u c h  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  

t h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w a s  d u e  t o  d e t a i l e d  p l a n n i n g  a n d  c a r e f u l  

b r i e f i n g .

A f t e r  d a r k  o n  S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  8 ,  w e  l e f t  t h e  c o n c e n ­

t r a t i o n  a r e a  a n d  m o v e d  t o  t h e  f o r w a r d  a s s e m b l y  a r e a  

a b o u t  t h r e e  m i l e s  b e h i n d  t h e  f r o n t i e r .  W e  l e f t  w i t h  t h e  

g o o d w i l l  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e r s ,  w h o  w e r e  d e l i g h t e d  w i t h  t h e  

d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  b e h a v i o u r  o f  t h e  B a t t a l i o n ,  a n d  t o  t h e  

r e g r e t  o f  t h e  l o c a l  g i r l s  a n d  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n n k e e p e r s ,  w h o s e  

t a k i n g s  h a d  r e a c h e d  r e c o r d  h e i g h t s  d u r i n g  o u r  s h o r t  s t a y .

T h e  A d v a n c e

A t  0 6 0 0  h r s .  M o n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  9 ,  t h e  R e d l a n d  f o r c e s  

c r o s s e d  t h e  f r o n t i e r  a n d  t h e  a d v a n c e  b e g a n .  I t  s o o n  

b e c a m e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  B l u e l a n d  S a p p e r s  h a d  p u t  a  g r e a t  

e f f o r t  i n t o  d e s t r o y i n g  b r i d g e s  a n d  c u l v e r t s ,  n o t  o n l y  o n  

t h e  m a i n  r o u t e  b u t  a l s o  o n  t h e  d i v e r s i o n s  w h i c h  w e  w e r e  

f o r c e d  t o  t a k e .  H o w e v e r ,  b y  b r i n g i n g  f o r w a r d  e n g i n e e r  

e q u i p m e n t  a n d  f i n d i n g  f u r t h e r  d i v e r s i o n s ,  t h e  a d v a n c e  

w a s  c o n t i n u e d  a n d  t h e  R i v e r  W u m m e  w a s  c r o s s e d  s o u t h  

o f  R o t e n b u r g  b y  m i d d a y .  A f t e r  a  m o v e  b a c k  o n  t o  t h e  

p l a n n e d  a x i s  s o u t h - w e s t  o f  R o t e n b u r g  f u r t h e r  d e m o l i ­

t i o n s  o n  t h e  m a i n  r o u t e  m a d e  m o r e  d i v e r s i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  

— t h i s  t i m e  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  a x i s — a n d  b y  a b o u t  1 5 0 0  

h r s .  “ A ”  S q u a d r o n / “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  G r o u p  h a d  r e a c h e d  

t h e  W e s e r  n o r t h - w e s t  o f  V e r d e n .  T h e  m a i n  p r o b l e m  

h a d  b e e n  f i n d i n g  a  r e a l  c l a s s  5 0  r o u t e  f o r  t h e  C e n t u r i o n  

t a n k s  a n d  t h e  a r m o u r e d  b r i d g e - l a y i n g  v e h i c l e s  w d t h  

w h i c h  w e  h a d  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  w e r e  i n v a l u a b l e .

T h e  W e s e r  C r o s s i n g

W h e n  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  e l e m e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  

m a i n  r o a d  b r i d g e  a t  V e r d e n  w a s  d e m o l i s h e d ,  t h e  C o m ­

m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  d e c i d e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a n  a s s a u l t  c r o s s i n g  

o f  t h e  W e s e r  a f t e r  d a r k  a t  a  p o i n t  n o r t h - w e s t  o f  t h e  

c o n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  W e s e r  a n d  A l l e r .  H e  p l a n n e d  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  a  b r i d g e h e a d  s o m e  t w o  m i l e s  d e e p  t o  i n c l u d e  

t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  A m e d o r f  o n  t h e  l e f t ,  R e h e r  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  

a n d  I n t s c h e d e  o n  t h e  r i g h t .  A  q u i c k  “  O  ”  g r o u p  w a s  

h e l d  a t  l a s t  l i g h t  t o  c o n f i r m  p r e v i o u s  o r d e r s  a n d  “ A ”  

C o m p a n y  w i t h  t h e  A s s a u l t  P i o n e e r s  a n d  a s s a u l t  b o a t s  

s l i p p e d  q u i e t l y  d o w n  t o  t h e  r i v e r  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e  b o a t s  

f o r  c r o s s i n g .  M e a n w h i l e  t h e  D r u m s  i n  t h e i r  r o l e  o f  

r e c c e  p l a t o o n  a p p e a r e d  o n  t h e  b a n k  a b o u t  a  m i l e  d o w n ­

s t r e a m  a n d  b e g a n  t o  m a k e  v e r y  o b v i o u s  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  a

L t . - C o l .  B a t t y e  b rie fin g  officers a n d  N . C . O . s f o r  E x e r c is e  “  S p e a r p o in t  ”
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c r o s s i n g .  W h e n  t h i s  d i d  n o t  a r o u s e  t h e  e n e m y ’ s  i n t e r e s t  

t h e y  w e r e  o r d e r e d  t o  m a k e  m a x i m u m  n o i s e .  I n  d o i n g  

t h i s ,  t h e y  d r e w  e n e m y  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  a n d  “ A ” , “  C  ”  a n d  

“  B  ”  C o m p a n i e s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s l i p  a c r o s s  w i t h o u t  t h e  

e n e m y  r e a l i s i n g  w h a t  w a s  h a p p e n i n g .  T h e  r i v e r  w a s  

4 5 0  f t .  w i d e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  o p e r a t i o n  w e n t  

w i t h o u t  a  h i t c h .

“ A ”  C o m p a n y  i n i t i a l l y  f o r m e d  t h e  c l o s e  b r i d g e h e a d  

t o  c o v e r  t h e  c r o s s i n g  p l a c e  a n d  c l e a r e d  o r  c a p t u r e d  a  

n u m b e r  o f  s m a l l  b a n k  p o s t s  a n d  p a t r o l s .  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y  

m o v e d  i n l a n d  t o  R e h e r  a n d  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  t o  I n t s c h e d e  

o n  t h e  r i g h t ,  w h e r e  i t  w a s  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m a i n  

e n e m y  s t r e n g t h  m i g h t  b e .  T h e  r e c c e  p l a t o o n ,  h a v i n g  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  i t s  t a s k  o f  c r e a t i n g  a  d i v e r s i o n  t o  

t h e  n o r t h ,  m o v e d  s o u t h  t o  t h e  c r o s s i n g  p l a c e ,  c r o s s e d  a n d  

p r e p a r e d  t o  r e l i e v e  “ A ”  C o m p a n y  o f  t h e  c l o s e  d e f e n c e  

o f  t h e  c r o s s i n g  s i t e  w h i c h  t h e  h e a v y  f e r r y  w a s  t o  u s e  l a t e r . 

I n  t h e  e v e n t ,  t h e  m a i n  e n e m y  s t r e n g t h  w a s  f o u n d  t o  b e  

o n  t h e  l e f t  a n d ,  a s  “ A ”  C o m p a n y  m o v e d  o f f  t o w a r d s  

A m e d o r f ,  a  w h o l e  e n e m y  c o m p a n y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  m o v e  i n  

b e h i n d  i t  a n d  t h r e a t e n  t h e  h e a v y  f e r r y  c r o s s i n g  s i t e .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  e n e m y  t a n k s  c o u l d  b e  h e a r d  m o v i n g  u p  i n t o  

t h e  a r e a .
M e a n w h i l e ,  o n  t h e  n e a r  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r ,  e n g i n e e r  

e q u i p m e n t  w a s  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  a n d  t w o  h e a v y  f e r r i e s  

w e r e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  S o m e w h a t  l a t e r ,  

w o r k  a l s o  b e g a n  o n  a  c l a s s  3 0  f l o a t i n g  b r i d g e ,  a s  w e  w e r e  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  o p e n i n g  a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  d i v i s i o n a l  

m a i n t e n a n c e  r o u t e .

A s  t h e  h e a v y  f e r r i e s  n e a r e d  c o m p l e t i o n  a t  a b o u t  

0 3 3 0  h r s .  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o n  t h e  f a r  b a n k  b e c a m e  c r i t i c a l .  

E n e m y  i n f a n t r y  h a d  s u c c e e d e d  i n  i n f i l t r a t i n g  t h e  c l o s e  

b r i d g e h e a d ,  t h e  f e r r y  s i t e  w a s  t h r e a t e n e d ,  a n d  e n e m y  

t a n k s  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  c l o s e  b e h i n d ! “ A ”  C o m p a n y ,  w i t h  

t h e  r e c c e  p l a t o o n  u n d e r  c o m m a n d ,  c a r r i e d  o u t  a  c l e a r i n g  

o p e r a t i o n  o n  t h e  f a r  b a n k  a n d  r e s t o r e d  t h e  c l o s e  b r i d g e ­

h e a d  a s  t h e  h e a v y  f e r r i e s  b e c a m e  r e a d y  t o  o p e r a t e .  

V e h i c l e  p r i o r i t i e s  w e r e  s c r a p p e d ,  t h e  t a n k s  w e r e  l o a d e d  

o n  t o  t h e  f e r r i e s  a s  f a s t  a s  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  d o n e ,  t h e y  

c r o s s e d  a n d  j o i n e d  f o r c e s  w i t h  “ A ”  C o m p a n y  o n  t h e  f a r  

b a n k  a n d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s  s t a b i l i s e d  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  e n e m y  a p p e a r e d  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  c o n t a i n  

t h e  B a t t a l i o n  b r i d g e h e a d  a n d  s t i f f  o p p o s i t i o n  b y  t a n k s  

a n d  i n f a n t r y  w a s  e n c o u n t e r e d  b y  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y  a t  

A m e d o r f ,  w h e r e  i t  w a s  o p p o s e d  b y  a n  e n e m y  c o m p a n y  

a n d  t w o  s q u a d r o n s  o f  a r m o u r ,  a n d  s u f f e r e d  h e a v y  

c a s u a l t i e s .  B y  m i d d a y  T u e s d a y ,  O c t o b e r  i o ,  t h e  e n e m y  

e i t h e r  h a d  b e e n  d e a l t  w i t h  o r  h a d  w i t h d r a w n ,  a n d  p l a n s  

f o r  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  a d v a n c e  w e r e  b e i n g  m a d e .

C r o s s i n g  t h e  H a u p t  C a n a l

I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  o r d e r s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  B r i g a d e .  

T h e  c r o s s i n g  o n  t h e  r i g h t  r o u t e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l  

a n d  1  s t  S o u t h  W a l e s  B o r d e r e r s  w e r e  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  o u r  

b r i d g e h e a d ,  l i n k  u p  w i t h  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h e l i c o p t e r - b o r n e  

t r o o p s  a t  M a r f e l d ,  a n d  a d v a n c e  a n d  s e i z e  t h e  c r o s s i n g s  

o v e r  t h e  H a u p t  C a n a l  o n  H e a r t  R o u t e .  W e  w e r e  t o  

f o l l o w  i n  r e s e r v e .
T h e  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  t h e n  o r d e r e d  t h e  r e c o n n a i s ­

s a n c e  s e c t i o n  o f  i 4 t h / a o t h  H u s s a r s ,  w h i c h  w a s  o p e r a t i n g  

w i t h  “ A ”  S q u a d r o n ,  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  n u m e r o u s  s m a l l  

b r i d g e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c a n a l  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  

B o r d e r e r s ’  a d v a n c e .  O n e  o f  t h e s e  b r i d g e s  w a s  f o u n d  t o

b e  i n t a c t ,  a l t h o u g h  e n e m y  a r m o u r  a n d  i n f a n t r y  w e r e  

r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  o n  t h e  n e a r  s i d e .  I m m e d i a t e l y  t h e  r e c c e  

p l a t o o n  w a s  d e s p a t c h e d  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  s c o u t  c a r s  a n d  

p l a n s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  m o v e  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  a r o u n d  t h e  f l a n k ,  

c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  a n d  t a k e  u p  a  p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  f a r  s i d e  o f  

t h e  c a n a l  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  U e n z e n .  “ A ”  S q u a d r o n  w a s  

u n a b l e  t o  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  a n d  h a d  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  S o u t h  

W a l e s  B o r d e r e r s  h a d  c l e a r e d  a  l a r g e r  b r i d g e  o n  t h e  m a i n  

a x i s .  T h i s  s t r a t a g e m  w a s  a  c o m p l e t e  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  b y  0 2 0 0  

h r s .  t h e  w h o l e  B a t t a l i o n  w a s  f i r m  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  a n d  p r e ­

p a r e d  f o r  t h e  e n e m y  c o u n t e r  a t t a c k  w h i c h ,  i n  f a c t ,  d i d  

n o t  m a t e r i a l i s e .

O n  h e a r i n g  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  o u t f l a n k i n g  m o v e  t h e  

B r i g a d e  C o m m a n d e r  o r d e r e d  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  a t  f i r s t  l i g h t  

o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  O c t o b e r  1 1 ,  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  t o w n  o f  B a s s u m  

o n  “  B o a t  ”  r o u t e .  D u e  t o  t h e i r  u n s u c c e s s f u l  c r o s s i n g  o f  

t h e  W e s e r ,  t h e  C a m e r o n i a n s  h a d  t o  c r o s s  i n t o  o u r  b r i d g e ­

h e a d  o n  “  H e a r t  ”  r o u t e  a n d  t h e n  m o v e  b a c k  o n  to  

“  B o a t . ”  C o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e y  w e r e  s o m e  d i s t a n c e  

b e h i n d  u s .

A  D a y  i n  B a s s u m

I n  B a s s u m ,  d e m o l i t i o n s  w e r e  f o u n d  a n d  b y - p a s s e d  a n d  

t h e  r e c c e  p l a t o o n  e x p l o i t e d  f o r w a r d  t o  T w i s t r i n g e n .

A l t h o u g h  b o t h  e n e m y  a n d  g r o u n d  h a d  f a i l e d  t o  h o l d  

u p  o u r  a d v a n c e  t h e  e n o r m o u s  c a p a c i t y  o f  o u r  t a n k s  f o r  

c o n s u m i n g  p e t r o l  b r o u g h t  u s  t o  a  h a l t .  W e  h a d  o u t r u n  

t h e  “  t a i l  ”  a n d  d e l a y  i n  r e s u p p l y  w a s  i n e v i t a b l e .  A  

p l e a  w a s  m a d e  t h a t  w e  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  p e t r o l  

f r o m  l o c a l  s o u r c e s — s i m u l a t i n g  r e q u i s i t i o n i n g  i n  w a r —  

b u t  t h e  r e q u e s t  w a s  r e f u s e d .  A s  t h e  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  

d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h a t  h i s  p e r s o n a l  b u d g e t  r a n  t o  r e f u e l l i n g  

a  s q u a d r o n  o f  t a n k s ,  w e  w e r e  d e n i e d  t h e  s p l e n d i d  

s i g h t  o f  “ A ”  S q u a d r o n  l i n i n g  u p  a t  t h e  l o c a l  A r a l  p u m p .

M o s t  o f  W e d n e s d a y  w a s  s p e n t  i n  o r  a b o u t  B a s s u m ,  

a w a i t i n g  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s ,  a l l  r a n k s  r e s t l e s s  t o  g o  a n d  

c h a f i n g  a t  t h e  d e l a y .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  m i d - d a y  t h e  

C a m e r o n i a n s  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  B a s s u m  a n d  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  

l e a d  o n  “  B o a t  ”  r o u t e .  M e a n w h i l e  t h e  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r ,  

t r a v e l l i n g  w i t h  “  B  ”  E c h e l o n  u n d e r  B r i g a d e  c o n t r o l ,  

m o v e d  f o r w a r d  o f  B a s s u m  a n d  s e t  a  p r e c e d e n t  b y  

“  l e a d i n g  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  ”  i n  t h e  a d v a n c e .  W e  w e r e  

a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  G r o s s e  m o o r  a r e a ,  w h i c h  h a d  n o  l a t e r a l  

r o a d s  o f  a n y  c o n s e q u e n c e  a n d  t h e  B r i g a d e  C o m m a n d e r  s  

i n t e n t i o n  w a s  t o  k e e p  u s  p o i s e d  t o  g o  o n  a n y  r o u t e  

o r d e r e d ,  a s  B a s s u m  w a s  a  k e y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c e n t r e .

A f t e r  d a r k  w e  w e r e  o r d e r e d  s o u t h ,  b a c k  o n  t o  “  H e a r t  

r o u t e ,  a n d  t o  h a r b o u r  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  S t r o h e n .

T h e  M i t t e l a n d  C r o s s i n g  a n d  W i e h e n g e b i r g e  G a p

D u r i n g  T h u r s d a y  B l u e l a n d  s t a r t e d  u s i n g  n u c i e a r  

w e a p o n s .  T h e  B a t t a l i o n  w a s  m o v e d  f o r w a r d  t o  a  c o n ­

c e n t r a t i o n  a r e a  w i t h  c o m p a n i e s  w e l l  d i s p e r s e d  i n  t h e  

L e v e r  W a l d  F o r e s t  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c r o s s i n g  o f  t h e  

M i t t e l a n d  C a n a l  a n d  s e i z i n g  o f  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

W i e h e n g e b i r g e .
T h e  o u t l i n e  B r i g a d e  p l a n  w a s  f o r  1  M i d d l e s e x  to  

c r o s s  t h e  c a n a l ,  p e n e t r a t e  d e e p l y  a n d  s e i z e  t h e  p a s s  s o u t h  

o f  H o l t z h a u s e n ,  a n d  f o r  1  S o u t h  W a l e s  B o r d e r e r s  to  

c a r r y  o u t  a  s i m i l a r  o p e r a t i o n  f u r t h e r  w e s t .  T h e  C a m e r ­

o n i a n s  w e r e  t o  s e c u r e  l o c a l  b r i d g e h e a d s  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  

o f  h e a v y  f e r r i e s  o n  b o t h  b a t t a l i o n  f r o n t s .  T h e  C o m ­

m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  p l a n n e d  t o  c r o s s  t h e  c a n a l  s i l e n t l y  w i t h
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B O A T I N G  O N  T H E  W E S E R

L e f t  to  r ig h t:  P te s .  C a s e y  ( M . T . P la to o n ) , P o lla rd
( A s s a u l t  P io n ee rs) , S a m p s o n  ( “  C  ”  C o m p a n y ) , J o h n s  

( “  B  ”  C o m p a n y )

“  A , ”  “  B  ”  a n d  “  C  ”  C o m p a n i e s ,  t o  b u i l d  a  c l a s s  2  

r a f t  a n d  g r o u p  t h e  a n t i - t a n k  g u n s ,  c h a m p  t o w e d ,  u n d e r  

L t .  A n d y  C o w i n g ,  a n d  f e r r y  “ A n d y  F o r c e  ”  a c r o s s  t h e  

o b s t a c l e  o n  t h e  r a f t .  T h e  A s s a u l t  P i o n e e r s  w e r e  t o  b u i l d  

t h e  r a f t  a n d  t h e  R e c c e  P l a t o o n  p r o v i d e  l o c a l  p r o t e c t i o n  

o n  t h e  f a r  b a n k .  “  A , ”  “  B  ”  a n d  “  C  ”  C o m p a n i e s  w e r e  

t h e n  t o  c r o s s  t h e  h i l l s  a v o i d i n g  o b v i o u s  a p p r o a c h  r o u t e s ,  

a p p e a r  a t  t h e  r e a r  e n d  o f  t h e  p a s s  a n d  “  r o l l  u p  ”  t h e  

e n e m y  f r o m  r e a r  t o  f r o n t .  H a v i n g  g a i n e d  t h e i r  o b ­

j e c t i v e s  t h e y  w e r e  t o  g e t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  g o o d  t a n k -  

p r o o f  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  w o o d s  o n  t h e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  g a p  a n d  

a w a i t  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  o u r  a r m o u r .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t w o  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  h e l i c o p t e r - b o r n e  c o m p a n i e s  w e r e  t o  a p p r o a c h  t h e  

g a p  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h .  “ A n d y  F o r c e , ”  h a v i n g  c r o s s e d  t h e  

o b s t a c l e ,  w a s  t o  h i d e  u n t i l  c a l l e d  f o r w a r d  t o  j o i n  t h e  m a i n  

b o d y .  “ A ”  S q u a d r o n  w a s  t o  b e  g i v e n  p r i o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  

h e a v y  f e r r y  a n d ,  a s  s o o n  a s  i t  w a s  a c r o s s  t h e  o b s t a c l e ,  t o  

l i n k  u p  w i t h  t h e  B a t t a l i o n .

I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h e  p l a n  w a s  a  s u c c e s s ,  n o  d o u b t  b e c a u s e  

t h e  F . U . P .  a t  B e n k h a u s e n  w a s  s i t u a t e d  b y  c h a n c e  i n  t h e  

R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  R e t r e a t  H o m e  a n d  e v e r y o n e  m u s t  h a v e  

i n h a l e d  a t  l e a s t  a  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  o d o u r  o f  s a n c t i t y -  b e f o r e  

H - h o u r .  A s  a  r e s u l t  “ A ”  C o m p a n y  w a s  i n s p i r e d  t o  

d i s c o v e r  t h e  o n l y  b r i d g e  o v e r  t h e  c a n a l  i n  t h e  w h o l e  

d i v i s i o n a l  s e c t o r  w h i c h  w a s  n o t  p r o p e r l y  d e m o l i s h e d ;  

t h i s  e n a b l e d  a l l  t r o o p s  a n d  l i g h t  v e h i c l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

“ A n d y  F o r c e , ”  t o  c r o s s  t h e  o b s t a c l e  i n  a  v e r y  s h o r t  t i m e .

T h e  C o m p a n i e s  r e a c h e d  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e s  a f t e r  q u i t e  

l o n g  n i g h t  m a r c h e s  w i t h o u t  m a j o r  i n c i d e n t ,  p a s s i n g  

t h r o u g h  e n e m y  i n f a n t r y  p o s i t i o n s  a n d  c l o s e  t o  e n e m y  

a r m o u r  w i t h o u t  d e t e c t i o n .  I n  t h e  g a p  t h e  e n e m y  r e a c t e d  

s t r o n g l y .  “ A ”  C o m p a n y  a t t a c k e d  a n  e n e m y  c o m p a n y  

w e l l  d u g  i n  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t a n k s ,  s u f f e r i n g  h e a v y  

c a s u a l t i e s ,  b u t  i n f l i c t i n g  s e v e r e  l o s s e s  o n  t h e  e n e m y .  

“  B  ”  a n d  “  C  ”  C o m p a n i e s  w e r e  h e a v i l y  e n g a g e d  a n d  

g a v e  a  g o o d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e m s e l v e s ,  i n f l i c t i n g  c a s u a l t i e s  

o n  t h e  e n e m y  a n d  s u f f e r i n g  l o s s e s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  “ B  C o m -  

p a n y a t  o n e  s t a g e  b e i n g  s u p p o r t e d  b y a  C o m p a n y  o f  A m e r i ­

c a n  I n f a n t r y 7.  C o n t a c t  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  w i t h  t h e m  i n  t h e  

d a r k  a n d  f o r  o n c e , a l t h o u g h  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  d i f f e r e d ,  w e  h a d

a  c o m m o n  b o n d  w i t h  t h e  p a s s w o r d  “ G o o d n e s s  G r a c i o u s .

D i s a g r e e m e n t  a m o n g  t h e  u m p i r e s  o v e r  d e t a i l s  o f  

e n g i n e e r  e x e r c i s e  p l a y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  h e a v y  f e r r y -  

d e l a y e d  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  “ A ”  S q u a d r o n  b u t  b y  f i r s t  l i g h t  

i t  h a d  l i n k e d  u p  w i t h  t h e  B a t t a l i o n .

B y  t h i s  t i m e  B l u e l a n d ’ s  n u c l e a r  s t r i k e s  w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  

t o  h a v e  a n  e f f e c t ,  b u t  b y  w i d e  d i s p e r s a l ,  f r e q u e n t  m o v e s  

a n d  g o o d  f o r t u n e  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  e s c a p e d  d a m a g e  o f  a n y  

s i g n i f i c a n c e .

E n e m y  a r m o u r  a n d  i n f a n t r y  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h  c o u n t e r ­

a t t a c k e d  t h e  g a p  i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s t r e n g t h .  D u e  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  t o  r e l u c t a n c e  b y  h i g h e r  a u t h o r i t y -  t o  g r a n t  

u s  a  n u c l e a r  s t r i k e  a n d  l a t e r  t o  u m p i r i n g  p r o b l e m s  c o n ­

n e c t e d  w i t h  i t ,  o u r  b r e a k o u t  b e y o n d  t h e  W i e h e n g e b i r g e  

w a s  m u c h  d e l a y e d .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o u r  “  P r o n t o  ”  

d e c i d e d  t o  t r y  h i s  h a n d  a t  c a l l i n g  d o w n  a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  o n  

a  l a r g e  b o d y  o f  i n f a n t r y -  m a r c h i n g  t o  a  f l a n k  a n d  

s u c c e e d e d  i n  i n f l i c t i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c a s u a l t i e s  o n  o u r  

A m e r i c a n  a l l i e s !
A s  w e  b e g a n  o u r  b r e a k o u t  f r o m  t h e  g a p ,  a r m o u r  f r o m  

7 t h  A r m o u r e d  B r i g a d e  a r r i v e d  w i t h o u t  n o t i c e  t o  p a s s  

t h r o u g h ,  a n d  w e  m o v e d  f o r w a r d  t o  l i m i t e d  o b j e c t i v e s  

o n  t h e  p l a i n  b e y o n d .  L a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  a  n u c l e a r  

s t r i k e  h a d  b e e n  p l a n n e d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  b r e a k o u t .  U n ­

f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  n u c l e a r  u m p i r i n g  t e a m  t e n d e d  t o  a p p e a r  

a f t e r  a  s t r i k e .  A t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  h o u r  5  R . T . R .  w e r e  

s e t  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  “ A ”  S q u a d r o n ,  1 4  2 0  H / “ A  

C o m p a n y  G r o u p  a n d  w - e r e  m e t  b y  a  s t r o n g  f o r c e  o f  

e n e m y  t a n k s .  T h e r e  w a s  a  m a g n i f i c e n t  h e a d - o n  m e l e e  f o r  

a  s h o r t  w h i l e  w i t h  t a n k s  m o v i n g  r e a l l y  t a c t i c a l l y  u n t i l  

t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  s o m e  u m p i r e s  i n  h e l i c o p t e r s  d e c l a r e d  a  

c o m p l e t e  c e a s e  f i r e  t o  s o r t  i t  o u t .  B y  n i g h t f a l l  t h e  s i t u a ­

t i o n  w a s  s t i l l  c o n f u s e d .  N u m e r o u s  n u c l e a r  s t r i k e s  b y  

B l u e l a n d  h a d  c a u s e d  c a s u a l t i e s  a n d  b l o c k e d  r o u t e s ,  a n d  

b a t t l e s  w e r e  r a g i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  v i l l a g e s ,  s o m e  r e m a i n i n g  

i n  e n e m y  h a n d s ,  o t h e r s  i n  o u r s .  “ A ”  C o m p a n y  f o u n d  

i t s e l f  s h a r i n g  a  v i l l a g e  w i t h  a  s q u a d r o n  o f  e n e m y  t a n k s .  

F o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  t h e  l o c a l  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  w h o  a p p e a r  t o  

b e a r  s u c h  i n t r u s i o n s  w i t h  g r e a t  f o r t i t u d e ,  a  l o c a l  t r u c e  

w a s  a r r a n g e d !  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y  h a d  e n e m y  b e t w e e n  

i t s e l f  a n d  “ A ”  C o m p a n y  b u t  h e l d  a  s e c u r e  c o m p a n y  

p o s i t i o n ,  a s  d i d  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  f u r t h e r  e a s t .

T h e  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  d e c i d e d  t o  w i t h d r a w  “ A ”  

C o m p a n y  a n d  “ A ”  S q u a d r o n  b a c k  t o  t h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  

t h e  g a p ,  l e a v i n g  “  B  ”  a n d  “  C  C o m p a n i e s  f o r w a r d ,  

a n d  t o  p o s i t i o n  B a t t a l i o n  H . Q .  i n  t h e  g a p  f o r  t h e  n i g h t  

T h i s  o p e r a t i o n  w  a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  w  h e n  t h e  e n d  

o f  t h e  e x e r c i s e  w a s  a n n o u n c e d .

C o n c l u s i o n

F r o m  o u r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  t h e  e x e r c i s e  h a d  b e e n  a n  

u n d o u b t e d  s u c c e s s .  I n  f i v e  d a y s  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  a d v a n c e d  

s o m e  1 2 0  m i l e s  ( t h e  Q . M . ’ s  s p e e d o m e t e r  r e g i s t e r i n g  

1 9 4 8  m i l e s ) ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c r o s s e d  t h r e e  m a j o r  a n d  a  h o s t  

o f  m i n o r  o b s t a c l e s  a n d  f o u g h t  n u m e r o u s  a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  

e n e m y  t a n k s  a n d  i n f a n t r y .  M o v e m e n t  w a s  e x t r e m e l y  

g o o d ,  b o t h  m o u n t e d  a n d  d i s m o u n t e d ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  

w e r e  e x c e l l e n t  a n d  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  m a c h i n e r y -  p r o v e d  

e n t i r e l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r  c o m p a n y  t r a i n i n g ,  

e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  m o r a l e  w e r e  o f  a  h i g h  o r d e r .  E x e r c i s e  

“  S p e a r p o i n t  ”  h a s  b e e n  a  m o s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c u l m i n a t i o n ,  

n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  1 9 6 1  t r a i n i n g  s e a s o n ,  b u t  t o  t h r e e  y e a r s '  

t r a i n i n g  i n  G e r m a n y .



5th Battalion (T.A.) Notes
T h e  p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  a n n u a l  c a m p  i s  a l w a y s  a  d i f f i c u l t  

o n e .  T h e  h o l i d a y  p e r i o d  s t e a l s  u p  s i l e n t l y  a n d  C o m p a n y  

C o m m a n d e r s  f i n d  s u d d e n l y  t h a t  t h e i r  s o l d i e r s  a r e  

s c a t t e r e d  f a r  a n d  w i d e .  T h e  p e r m a n e n t  s t a f f ,  h a r a s s e d  

b y  B r i g a d e  a n d  D i v i s i o n  t o  p r o d u c e  o f f i c e r s  a n d  s o l d i e r s  

f o r  t h i s  a n d  t h a t ,  w o n d e r  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  d o n e  t o  

d e s e r v e  s u c h  a  h o r r i d  f a t e .

T h i s  y e a r ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a n y  a p p e a r e d  n o t  t o  t a k e  t h e i r  

h o l i d a y  d u r i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m o n t h s .  “ A ”  a n d  “  C  ”  

C o m p a n i e s  c l a s s i f i e d  a t  P i r b r i g h t  a  w e e k  o r  s o  a f t e r  c a m p  

a n d  b e f o r e  w e  k n e w  i t  t h e  t o u g h  t r a i n i n g  s e a s o n  w a s  

u p o n  u s  a l l  o n c e  a g a i n .

C o m p a n i e s  t r a i n e d  h a r d  f o r  m a n y  w e e k s ,  s o m e  

h a r d e r  t h a n  o t h e r s .  T h e  B a t t a l i o n  t o u g h  t r a i n i n g  c o m ­

p e t i t i o n ,  e x c e l l e n t l y  r u n  b y  M a j o r  J e r r y  G u n n e l l  a n d  

t h e  P . S . I . s ,  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e  P i r b r i g h t  a n d  A l d e r s h o t  

a r e a  i n  m i d - A u g u s t .

“  D  ”  C o m p a n y ’ s  i s t  t e a m ,  l e d  b y  C a p t .  D a n  H o g g  

a n d  S g t .  G .  Y o u n g ,  w e r e  c l e a r  w i n n e r s  f r o m  “  C  ”  

C o m p a n y .  “ A ”  C o m p a n y  c a m e  t h i r d ,  w i t h  “  D  ”  C o m ­

p a n y  2 n d  t e a m  a n d  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y  c l o s e  b e h i n d .

“  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y  f o r  m a n y  r e a s o n s  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  

p r o d u c e  a  t e a m .
T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  T o u g h  T r a i n i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  

l a u n c h e d  w i t h  s p l e n d i d  p u b l i c i t y  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  P r e s s  

o n  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k e n d  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  T h i s  y e a r  t h e  

c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  u n i t s  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  a s  

t h e  d e t a i l e d  r e s u l t s  w i l l  s h o w .

I n  t h i s  t y p e  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h e r e  i s  s i m p l y  n o  s h o r t  

c u t  t o  s u c c e s s .  T h o s e  u n i t s  w h o  s e l e c t e d  t h e i r  t e a m s  

e a r l y  a n d  t r a i n e d  t h e m  h a r d  w e e k e n d  a f t e r  w e e k e n d  

s t o o d  a  c h a n c e  o f  c o m p l e t i n g  e a c h  p h a s e .  T h o s e  w h o  

m a d e  p o o r  o r  f a u l t y  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o r  t r e a t e d  t h e  c o m ­

p e t i t i o n  a s  a  “  j o l l y  ”  w e r e  s o o n  d i s i l l u s i o n e d .

T h e  t e a m s  t h a t  w e r e  f i t ,  h a d  t h e  g u t s  a n d  t h e  w i l l  t o  

g o  h a r d  a l l  t h e  w a y  a n d  w e r e  l e d ,  n o t  d r i v e n ,  b y  t h e i r  

o f f i c e r s ,  d i d  w e l l .
F r o m  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  t h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  g o o d .  

A l l  o u r  t e a m s  f i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  t o p  h a l f  a n d  t h r e e  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  s e v e n .  I t  w a s  a  p i t y  t h a t  C a p t .  D .  H o g g  m i s ­

i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  r u l e s ,  o t h e r w i s e  h i s  t e a m  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  

h a v e  b e e n  c l e a r  w i n n e r s  b y  m o r e  t h a n  4 0  p o i n t s .  A s  i t  

w a s  t h e y  m a d e  u p  a  l e e w a y  o f  o v e r  7 0  p o i n t s  t o  c o m e  i n  

s e c o n d ,  o n l y  s e v e n  p o i n t s  b e h i n d  t h e  e v e n t u a l  w i n n e r .  

M a j o r  P .  H a l l  i s  t o  b e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  o n  p r o v i d i n g  t w o  

v e r y  g o o d  t e a m s ,  w e l l  a n d  a b l y  l e d  b y  C a p t .  H o g g  a n d  

L t .  P a r k i n s o n  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

T h e  f u l l  r e s u l t s  a r e  s h o w n  b e l o w :

P o s i t io n  U n i t  S c o r e
i s t  5 6 2  C o m p a n y  R . A . S . C .  ( P a r a .  B d e . )  . . 7 2 1

2 n d  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y ,  5  M i d d x .  . . 7 J 4

3 r d  3 r d  B n .  T h e  Q u e e n ’ s  R o y a l  S u r r e y  R e g t .

( T . A . ) ..............................................................................................7 0 7
f  9 1 7  C o m p a n y ,  R . A . S . C .  ( M . T . ) ,  I  . A .

4 t h  -! N o .  4  C o m p a n y ,  1 0  B n .  T h e  P a r a .  R e g t .  6 9 8  

I  ( T . A . )

6 t h  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y ,  5  M i d d x .  . . • • 6 8 9

P o s i t io n U n i t  S c o r e
7 t h “  A  ”  C o m p a n y ,  5  M i d d x . 6 7 7

8 t h H o n o r a b l e  A r t i l l e r y  C o m p a n y  ( I n f a n t r y

B n . )  ..................................................................................... 6 4 7

9 t h 5 7  ( M i d d x . )  G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l ,  R . A . M . C .

( T . A . ) ................................................................. • • 6 4 5
1 0 t h “  C  ”  S q u a d r o n ,  4 7  S i g n a l  R e g t .  ( M i d d x .

Y e o m a n r y ) 6 3 6

n t h “  R  ”  B a t t e r y ,  2 5 4  F i e l d  R e g t . ,  R . A . 6 2 5

1 2 t h “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  2 n d  t e a m ,  5  M i d d x . 6 1 7

1 3 t h 4 4  ( P a r a . )  O r d n a n c e  F i e l d  P a r k  ( T . A . ) 6 0 9

1 4 t h “  C  ”  C o m p a n y ,  5  M i d d x . 6 0 3

1 5 t h 1 6 7  I n f a n t r y  W o r k s h o p s ,  R . E . M . E .  ( T . A . ) 5 8 3

1 6 t h 3 0 2  P a r a .  F i e l d  P a r k  S q u a d r o n ,  R . E .  . 7 5

1 7 t h i s t  B n .  T h e  H e r t s .  R e g t .  ( T . A . ) 5 7 1

1 8 t h D e t .  1 ,  S t o r e s  C o m p a n y ,  R . A . O . C .  ( T . A . ) 5 7 0

1 9 t h “  S  ”  B a t t e r y ,  2 8 9  P a r a .  R e g t . ,  R . H . A .  . . 5 6 1

2 0 t h “  B  ”  C o m p a n y ,  i s t  B n .  T h e  L o n d o n

S c o t t i s h 5 4 6

2  i s t 1 3 0  C o r p s ,  F i e l d  P a r k  S q u a d r o n ,  R . E .  . . 4 9 6

2 2 n d “  Q  ”  B a t t e r y ,  2 5 4  F i e l d  R e g t . ,  R . A . 4 9 3
2 3 r d i s t  B n .  L o n d o n  I r i s h  R i f l e s 4 5 5

2 4 t h 1  a n d  2  T r o o p s ,  2 2 2  F i e l d  S q u a d r o n ,

R . E .................................................................................................. 4 5 3
P e r h a p s  t h e  i s t  B a t t a l i o n  c a n  b e  p e r s u a d e d  t o e n t e r

C o m p a n y  t e a m s  n e x t  y e a r .

D u e  t o  t h e  r e - o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  A r m y  t h e  

A s s o c i a t i o n  R i f l e  M e e t i n g  t h i s  y e a r  w a s  o p e n  o n l y  to  

C o m p a n y ,  S q u a d r o n  a n d  B a t t e r y  t e a m s .  I t  i s  a  s a d  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  i s  n o w  t h e  o n l y  m a j o r  u n i t  l e f t  i n  t h e  

c o u n t y .

T h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  q u i t e  g o o d  a n d  a r e  s h o w n  b e l o w : 

C h a m p i o n  U n i t — “  D  ”  C o m p a n y .

I n t e r - U n i t  R i f l e  C o m p e t i t i o n — “  B  ”  C o m p a n y .  

R u n n e r s - u p — “  D  ”  C o m p a n y .  1
R u n n e r s - u p ,  L . M . G .  C o m p e t i t i o n — “  D  ”  C o m p a n y .  

I n d i v i d u a l  R i f l e  C h a m p i o n — L t .  J .  S .  R i c h a r d s  ( “  B

C o m p a n y ) .

R u n n e r - u p — S g t .  G .  Y o u n g  ( “  D  ”  C o m p a n y ) .

W i n n e r s ,  L . M . G .  P a i r s  C o m p e t i t i o n — S g t .  B r o w n  a n d

L / C p l .  D i l l o n  ( “  D  ”  C o m p a n y ) .

D u r i n g  a l l  t h i s  e x c i t e m e n t  C a p t .  S a m  W e l l e r ,  w h o  

h a d  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  j o i n e d  u s  f r o m  t h e  D e p o t ,  w a s  q u i e t l y  

a n d  e f f i c i e n t l y  p r e p a r i n g  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  v e h i c l e s ,  w e a p o n s  

a n d  o t h e r  s t o r e s  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  A . D . M . E . ’ s  i n s p e c t i o n .  

D u e  e n t i r e l y  t o  h i s  a n d  a l l  t h e  P . S . I . ’ s  h a r d  w o r k ,  w e  

r e c e i v e d  g o o d  r e p o r t s .  T h e  M . T . ,  t h e  d o w n f a l l  o f  m a n y  

i n  t h e  p a s t ,  w a s  g r a d e d  “  g o o d  ”  w i t h  a  h i g h  p e r c e n t a g e  

m a r k .
“ A ”  a n d  “  C  ”  C o m p a n i e s ’  a r m s  r e c e i v e d  a n  e x c e l l e n t  

r e p o r t .  T h e  o t h e r  C o m p a n i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  w e r e  n o t  q u i t e  

s o  g o o d .
“  C  ”  C o m p a n y  a g a i n  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  a t  

t h e  E n f i e l d  S h o w .  T h e  B a n d  a n d  D r u m s  w e r e  i n v i t e d  

t o  B e a t  R e t r e a t  a n d  w e  r e c e i v e d  m a n y  w o r d s  o f  p r a i s e  

o n  t h e i r  s m a r t n e s s ,  b e a r i n g  a n d  m u s i c a l  a b i l i t y .  W . O . i  

F i r t h  a n d  D r u m - M a j o r  H o l d f o r d ,  b .e .m ., a r e  t o  b e  

c o n g r a t u l a t e d .

^Jle 2)iß - ̂ JJardâ

C O U N T Y  O F  M I D D L E S E X  T .  A N D  A . F . A .  R I F L E  M E E T I N G ,  S E P T E M B E R  2 4 ,  1 9 6 1

“  B  ”  C o m p a n y — W in n e rs  I n t e r - U n i t  R i f le  C o m p e ti t io n  
S ta n d in g  ( le f t  to  r ig h t) :  L t .  R .  G . T e t t , L t .  J .  S .  R ic h a r d s , C p i. H u tc h in g s , L t .  j f .  V . R a w  son  

K n e e l in g  ( le f t  to  r ig h t) : L /C p l .  M c D o n a ld ,  P te .  B ozoell

5 6  ( L O N D O N )  B R I G A D E  R I F L E  M E E T I N G ,  O C T O B E R  1 4 - 1 5 ,  1 9 6 1

M a j . - G e n .  I .  H .  F re e la n d ,  D . S . O . , a n d  th e  C . O .
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C O U N T Y  O F  M I D D L E S E X  T .  A N D  A . F . A .  T O U G H  T R A I N I N G  

C O M P E T I T I O N

“  D  "  C o m p a n y  1 s t te a m ,  l e d  by’ C a p t .  D .  H o g g  a n d  S g t .  G  
th ro u g h  E d g ze a re  o n  S e p te m b e r  3 ,  1 9 6 1

O n  a  w e t ,  w i n d y  a n d  t h o r o u g h l y  m i s e r a b l e  d a y  i n  

l a t e  S e p t e m b e r  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  s h o t  i n  t h e  T . A . R . A .  

d e c e n t r a l i s e d  c o m p e t i t i o n .  T h e  r e s u l t s  w e r e  p o o r  b u t  

t h i s  w a s  h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g .  A  f o u l e r  d a y  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  

b e e n  c h o s e n  b y  t h e  T r a i n i n g  O f f i c e r ,  e v e n  i f  h e  h a d  

t r i e d .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  M . M . G .  P l a t o o n ,  f o r m e d  f r o m  t h e  

o l d  9 t h  B a t t a l i o n  a n d  a l l  e x - L . A . A .  G u n n e r s ,  p r o d u c e d  

t h e  b e s t  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  d a y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e i r  s c o r e  h a s  

n o  c h a n c e  o f  c a r r y i n g  o f f  t h e  m a t c h  t r o p h y ,  m a n y  f u l l y -  

t r a i n e d  t e a m s  h a v e  d o n e  f a r  w o r s e  u n d e r  b e t t e r  c o n ­

d i t i o n s .  L t .  H e r r i o t t  a n d  S g t .  M o r t i m e r  a r e  t o  b e  c o n ­

g r a t u l a t e d  u p o n  d o i n g  s o  w e l l  i n  s u c h  w r e t c h e d  w e a t h e r .

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  O c t o b e r ,  B a t t a l i o n  H e a d c j u a r t e r s  

a n d  s k e l e t o n  C o m p a n y  H . Q . s  a s s e m b l e d  o n  H a n k l e y  

C o m m o n  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  B r i g a d e  S i g n a l  E x e r c i s e .

O n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  w e  r a n  o u r  o t m  e x e r c i s e  a n d  f r o m  a l l  

r e p o r t s  t h i s  w a s  a  s u c c e s s  a n d  e v e r y o n e  e n j o y e d  t h e m ­

s e l v e s .  O n  t h e  s e c o n d  d a y  w e  j o i n e d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  

B r i g a d e .  .
I n  m i d - O c t o b e r  w e  e n t e r e d  a  t e a m  f o r  t h e  B r i g a d e  

r i f l e  m e e t i n g .  I t  w a s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  f o g  o n  t h e  f i r s t  

d a y  d e l a v e d  t h e  s t a r t  b y  s o m e  t w o  h o u r s  a n d  o n  t h e  

s e c o n d  d a y  p r a c t i c a l l y  b r o u g h t  t h e  m e e t i n g  t o  a  s t a n d ­

s t i l l  H o w e v e r ,  o u r  S . M . C .  t s t  t e a m ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e

C . O . ,  t h e  R . S . M . ,  L / C p l .  S m y t h  ( “  D  ”  C o m p a n y )  a n d  

P t e .  M .  B a r t o n  ( “ A ”  C o m p a n y ) ,  w e r e  r u n n e r s - u p ,  

w h i l s t ,  t o  t h e  a s t o n i s h m e n t  o f  a l l ,  L / C p l .  G r a h a m  a n d  

L / C o l .  F o o r d  ( b o t h  f r o m  " A ”  C o m p a n y )  w e r e  r u n n e r s -  

u p  i n  t h e  L . M . G .  p a i r s  c o m p e t i t i o n .  M a j o r  J e r r y  

G u n n e l l ,  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  S g t s .  J a m e s  a n d  E l d e r f i e l d  

( " A ”  C o m p a n y ) ,  r a n  t h e  m a i n  r i f l e  r a n g e  w i t h o u t  f u s s  

o r  b o t h e r .

T o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  h a r s h  r e a l i t i e s  

o f  e v e r y d a y  l i f e  a  b r i e f  n o t e  o n  o u r  

r e c r u i t i n g  m a y  d i s p e l  a n y  f e e l i n g  o f  

c o m p l a c e n c y .

O n  A p r i l  1  o f  t h i s  y e a r ,  o n  t h e  

f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  B a t t a l i o n ,  o u r  

s t r e n g t h  w a s  4 6 1  a l l  r a n k s .  I n e v i t ­

a b l y ,  a f t e r  a  m a j o r  r e o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  

m a n y  T e r r i t o r i a l s  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  

t h e y  c a n n o t  c a r r y  o n  w i t h  t h e  

a d d i t i o n a l  t r a v e l l i n g  i n v o l v e d .  T h e  

B a t t a l i o n  i s  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t a k i n g  a  

v e r y  f i r m  l i n e  w i t h  a l l  w h o  c a n n o t  

c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t ,  a n d  i s  

d i s c h a r g i n g  a l l  n o n - e f f e c t i v e s .  A s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y  w e  a r e  n o w  

r e d u c e d  t o  t h e  o r d e r  o f  4 0 0  a l l  r a n k s ,  

a n d  o u r  t o p  p r i o r i t y  i s  t o  b u i l d  u p  

t h i s  f i r s t  r a t e  “ h a r d  c o r e ”  w i t h  

e q u a l l y  g o o d  r e c r u i t s  u n t i l  w e  h a v e  

r e a c h e d  o u r  f u l l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  T h e  

p r o b l e m  i s  a  r e a l  a n d  u r g e n t  o n e .  I t  

c a n  o n l y  b e  s o l v e d  b y  h a r d  w o r k ,  

i m a g i n a t i o n  a n d  e n t h u s i a s m  o n  t h e  

p a r t  o f  a l l  o f f i c e r s  a n d  N . C . O . s  i n  t h e  

B a t t a l i o n .  W e  m u s t  g o  t o  c a m p  n e x t  

y e a r  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  4 5 0  a l l  r a n k s .

T o  e n d  o n  a  m o r e  c h e e r f u l  n o t e ,  

Y o u n g , m a rc h in g  w e  w e l c o m e  L t .  J .  M c M a s t e r s

( “  D  ”  C o m p a n y )  a n d  L t .  H u m e  

( “  C  ”  C o m p a n y )  t o  t h e  B a t t a l i o n .  

W e  h o p e  t h e i r  s t a y  w i t h  u s  w i l l  b e  a  l o n g  a n d  h a p p y  o n e .

“  H . Q . ”  C O M P A N Y

S i n c e  a n n u a l  c a m p  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  “  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y  

h a v e  b e e n  m a n y  a n d  v a r i e d  a n d ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  c o u n t e r -  

a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  h o l i d a y s  a n d  B i n g o ,  t h e  g o o d  a t t e n d a n c e  

o n  d r i l l  n i g h t s  c o n t i n u e s .  A f t e r  a n  a b s e n c e  o f  s e v e r a l  

w e e k s  i t  i s  g o o d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  r e c o r d  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  \ \  . 0 . 2  

Y a i s e v  t o  t h e  C o m p a n y  a f t e r  h i s  i l l n e s s ,  a n d  w e  a l l  h o p e  

h i s  p r e s e n t  g o o d  h e a l t h  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a n d  t h a t  h e  w i l l  b e  

c a r r y i n g  o u t  h i s  d u t i e s  a s  C . S . M .  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  to  

c o m e .

P o s t - c a m p  t r a i n i n g  h a s  b e e n  p r o c e e d i n g  a p a c e  a n d  

a l l  s e c t i o n s  a n d  p l a t o o n s  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y  h a v e  t h e i r  o w n  

i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g  a t  l e a s t  o n c e  a  w e e k .  A l t h o u g h  w e  

w e r e  s o r r y  t o  l o s e  C a p t .  S l a c k  f r o m  t h e  I n t e l l i g e n c e  

S e c t i o n  t o  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y ,  i t  i s  w i t h  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  th a t  

w e  w e l c o m e  C a p t .  C o u c h  t o  “  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y ;  h e  is 

a l r e a d v  m a k i n g  h i s  p r e s e n c e  f e l t  i n  o u r  b a s k e t b a l l  t e a m -  

A s  h a s  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  r e c o r d e d .  C a p t .  L o b b  h a d  to 

r e l i n q u i s h  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  M . T . O .  o w i n g  t o  p r e s s u r e  o f  

w o r k ,  w h i c h  h a s  m e a n t  t h a t  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  t h e  M . T .  

S e c t i o n  h a s  s o m e w h a t  r e s e m b l e d  a  v e h i c l e  w i t h o u t  3 

s t e e r i n g  w h e e l !  T h e  p o s t i n g  o f  L t .  G .  Y o u n g  t o  th e  

C o m p a n y  h a s  n o w  r e c t i f i e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h e  M . T .  is , 

o n c e  a g a i n ,  a n  e f f i c i e n t  s e c t i o n .

N u m e r o u s  w e e k e n d s  h a v e  b e e n  s p e n t  t r a i n i n g  b o t h  as 

a  c o m p a n y  a n d  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  B a t t a l i o n ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  l i t t le  

d o u b t  t h a t  o u r  m o s t  e n j o y a b l e  t r a i n i n g  h a s  b e e n  o n  t h o s e  

o c c a s i o n s j w h e n  w e  h a v e  “  r o u g h e d  i t  ”  i n  b i v o u a c s .  O n e  

s h o o t i n g  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  w e e k e n d  s t a n d s  o u t  p a r t i c u l a r )
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i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  a s ,  a l t h o u g h  t o r r e n t i a l  r a i n  f e l l  t h e  w h o l e  

w e e k e n d ,  w e  w e r e  s t i l l  a b l e  t o  c o n t i n u e  a s  t h o u g h  

n o t h i n g  h a d  h a p p e n e d .  I n  f a c t ,  e v e r y t h i n g  e x c e p t  o u r  

s p i r i t s  w e r e  d a m p e n e d .

D u r i n g  J u l y  t h e  C o m p a n y  h e l d  a n  i n t e n s i v e  r e c r u i t i n g  

c a m p a i g n  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e  E d g w a r e  d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  t h e  

lo c a l  y o u n g  m e n  o f  t h e  n i g h b o u r h o o d  w e r e  i n v i t e d  

( w i t h  g e n t l e  p e r s u a s i o n  a t  t i m e s  f r o m  C a p t .  B e a u m o n t ! )  

t o  t h e  T . A .  C e n t r e  t o  s h o o t  f o r  a  f r e e  p i n t  o f  b e e r .  A  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r  o f  y o u n g  m e n  c a m e  i n t o  t h e  d r i l l  

h a l l  t o  s e e  w h a t  t h e  T . A .  h a s  t o  o f f e r ,  b u t  o n l y  h a l f  a  

d o z e n  a c t u a l l y  b e c a m e  v o l u n t e e r s — n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  w a s  

g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  e v e n  i f  o n l y  o n e  r e c r u i t  h a d  

s i g n e d  o n  t h e n  t h e  e x e r c i s e  h a d  b e e n  w o r t h  w h i l e .  I t  i s  

m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  a  s t e a d y  i n f l u x  o f  n e w  b l o o d  i s  

b r o u g h t  i n t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  A r m y  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  r e ­

c r u i t s  m a y  b e  s u r e  o f  a  w a r m  w - e lc o m e  a n d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  

t i m e  i n  “  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  W . O . 2  

D u f f  h a s  h a d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  C o m p a n y  a f t e r  a  l o n g  a n d  

b r i l l i a n t  c a r e e r  i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  A r m y .  A l t h o u g h  h e  

w  o u l d  b e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  d e n y  t h e  f a c t ,  W . O . 2  D u f f  w  a s  o n e  

o f  t h e  k e e n e s t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y ,  a n d  a s  C o m ­

m a n d e r  o f  t h e  A s s a u l t  P i o n e e r s  h e  b u i l t  u p  h i s  P l a t o o n  

t o  a  v e r y  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  e f f i c i e n c y .  H e  w i l l  b e  s o r e l y  

m i s s e d ,  n o t  o n l y  b y  “  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y  b u t  b y  t h e  

w h o l e  B a t t a l i o n ,  a n d  w e  w i s h  h i m  e v e r y  s u c c e s s  f o r  t h e  

f u t u r e .  S g t .  B i r m i n g h a m  i s  t o  b e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  o n  h i s  

r e c e n t  p r o m o t i o n  a n d  h e  i s  f o r t u n a t e  i n d e e d  i n  t a k i n g  

o v e r  c o m m a n d  o f  t h e  P l a t o o n  s o  r e c e n t l y  v a c a t e d  b y  

W . O . 2  D u f f .

A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  w e e k e n d  w a s  s p e n t  b y  “  H . Q . ”  

C o m p a n y  i n  t h e  S u r r e y  C o m m o n s  t r a i n i n g  a r e a ,  w h e n  

w e  t o o k  p a r t  i n  5 6  B r i g a d e  S i g n a l s  e x e r c i s e .  T h e  S i g n a l s  

P l a t o o n  f u n c t i o n e d  r e m a r k a b l y  w e l l  a n d  C  S g t .  H a w k i n s ,  

i n  h i s  c a p a c i t y  a s  S i g n a l s  O f f i c e r ,  f u l l y  j u s t i f i e d  h i s  

p r o m o t i o n  i n  A u g u s t .  T h i s  P l a t o o n  i s  i n v a r i a b l y  

c o n s i s t e n t  i n  i t s  g o o d  w o r k ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  

c o n s i d e r a b l y  b e l o w  s t r e n g t h ,  a n d  m o r e  k e e n  m e n  a r e  

u r g e n t l y  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  t r a i n e d  a s  s i g n a l l e r s .

W e  h a v e  n o w  e m b a r k e d  o n  w i n t e r  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d  t h e  

m o n t h s  a h e a d  p r o m i s e  t o  b e  f u l l  o f  i n t e r e s t  w i t h  a c t i ­

v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  b a s k e t b a l l ,  s h o o t i n g  a n d  s o c i a l  e v e n t s  w e l l  

t o  t h e  f o r e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o u r  n o r m a l  i n f a n t r y  t r a i n i n g .

“ A ”  C O M P A N Y

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  a n n u a l  c a m p  a  

u n i t  u s u a l l y  f e e l s  a  c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  o f  r e a c t i o n ,  w h e n  

t r a i n i n g  a n d  a t t e n d a n c e  t e n d s  t o  s l a c k e n  o f f  f o r  a  f e w  

w e e k s .  W e  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  n o t  e s c a p e  t h i s  e f f e c t  a t  

H o r n s e y ,  b u t  s u c c e s s f u l  e f f o r t s  w e r e  m a d e  t o  m a i n t a i n  

a n d  b u i l d  u p  m o m e n t u m  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  a t  n o  

t i m e  d i d  t r a i n i n g  a c t u a l l y  c e a s e .

S o o n  a f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m  N o r f o l k  i n  J u l y  a  s t a r t  

w a s  m a d e  b y  t h e  h o l d i n g  o f  a  c o m p a n y  s o c i a l  e v e n i n g  

o r g a n i s e d  b y  o u r  n e w  s e c o n d - i n - c o m m a n d .  C a p t .  

P o l l e c o f f — a  v e r y  w  e l c o m e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  o l d  

7 t h  B a t t a l i o n  w h o  i s  n o w  o f f i c i a l l y  o n  " A ”  C o m p a n y ’ s  

s t r e n g t h .  T h e  s o c i a l ,  h e l d  i n  t h e  c a n t e e n  a t  H o m s e y .  

w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  a l l  r a n k s  a n d  a  v a s t  n u m b e r  o f  O l d  

C o m r a d e s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  w i v e s  o r  g i r l - f r i e n d s .  A  v e r y  

f e s t i v e  s p i r i t  l a s t e d  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  h o u r s  o f  t h e  

m o r n i n g .

I n  S e p t e m b e r  w e  h e l d  a  t r a i n i n g  w e e k e n d  t o  p r a c t i s e  

t h e  p l a t o o n s  i n  p a t r o l l i n g .  A s  u s u a l  o n  p a t r o l  t r a i n i n g ,  a  

g o o d  t i m e  w a s  h a d  b y  a l l — a g a i n  l a s t i n g  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  

n i g h t .  S g t .  S t a c k ’ s  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  p a t r o l  c a m e  m a r c h ­

i n g  b r i s k l y  b a c k  t o  c a m p  a t  0 2 0 0  h r s .  h a v i n g  n e a r l y  b e e n  

r u n  d o w n  b y  a t  l e a s t  t w o  m u r d e r o u s  c i v i l i a n  c a r s .  \ \  e  

a l l  e n j o y e d  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  s l e e p i n g  o u t  w i t h o u t  t e n t s  

o n  a  s w e l t e r i n g ,  a l m o s t  s u b - t r o p i c a l  S e p t e m b e r  n i g h t  i n  

a  S u r r e y  w o o d .  A l l  r a n k s — w i t h o u t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n —  

e q u a l l y  s u f f e r e d  t h e  p e r s e c u t i o n  o f  m o s q u i t o e s  t h r o u g h ­

o u t  t h e  s l e e p i n g  h o u r s .

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  O c t o b e r  a  r e c r u i t i n g  w e e k e n d  w a s  

o r g a n i s e d  a t  H o m s e y  b y  L t .  D o r a n .  W h i l e  a n  i m p r e s ­

s i v e  d i s p l a y  o f  i n f a n t r y  w e a p o n s  w a s  m a n n e d  a t  t h e  

d r i l l  h a l l ,  t e a m s  w e n t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t s  t o  s e e k  v o l u n ­

t e e r s .  T e n  m e n  w e r e  f o u n d — a  g o o d  s c o r e — a n d  i t  l o o k s  

a s  i f  e i g h t  o f  t h e s e  m a y  b e  a t t e s t e d .  O u r  p u b l i c i t y *  h a s  

b e e n  g r e a t l y  h e l p e d  b y  t h e  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  H o m s e y  

J o u r n a l  w h i c h  h a s  p u b l i s h e d  p h o t o g r a p h s  a n d  a r t i c l e s  

d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  C o m p a n y ’ s  a c t i v i t i e s .

“ B ”  C O M P A N Y

T h e  p e r i o d  s i n c e  c a m p  h a s  b e e n  a n  e v e n t f u l  o n e  f o r  

t h e  C o m p a n y .

I n  A u g u s t  C a p t .  B .  A .  S k i n n e r  s u c c e e d e d  C a p t .  H .  E .  

C o u c h  a s  a c t i n g  C o m p a n y  c o m m a n d e r .  W e  s a i d  f a r e w  e l l  

t o  C a p t .  C o u c h  i n  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  f a s h i o n  a n d ,  a l t h o u g h  

s a d  t o  l o s e  h i m ,  w e  w i s h  h i m  t h e  b e s t  o f  l u c k  a s  I . O .  

a n d  a l s o  i n  h i s  “  f i n a l s  ”  n e x t  y e a r .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  C a p t .  S k i n n e r  t o o k  o v e r  L t .  J .  S .  

R i c h a r d s  j o i n e d  t h e  C o m p a n y  a s  N o .  5  P l a t o o n  c o m ­

m a n d e r .

W e  h a v e  a t t r a c t e d  m a n y  r e c r u i t s  r e c e n t l y  a n d  a r e  

n a t u r a l l y  m a k i n g  a n  a l l - o u t  e f f o r t  t o  r e c r u i t  t o  o u r  f u l l  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t .  R e c r u i t s  p r e s e n t  m a n y  p r o b l e m s ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  b u t  t h e i r  k e e n n e s s  a n d  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  l e a r n  

m a k e  l i g h t  o f  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t i e s .

I n  S e p t e m b e r  a t  t h e  T . A . F . A .  S h o o t i n g  M e e t i n g  t h e  

C o m p a n y  t e a m ,  c a p t a i n e d  b y  L t .  R .  G .  T e t t ,  w o n  t h e  

i n t e r - u n i t  r i f l e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  f a i l e d  b y  o n l y  s i x  p o i n t s  

t o  w i n  t h e  c o m b i n e d  r i f l e  a n d  L . M . G .  t r o p h y  w h i c h  w a s  

w o n  b y  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y .  L t .  R i c h a r d s  w o n  t h e  C h e y l e s -  

m o r e  C u p  f o r  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n d i v i d u a l  r i f l e  s c o r e .

W i t h  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  t h e  b a s k e t b a l l  s e a s o n  t h e  C o m p a n y  

t e a m  s h o w s  p l e n t y  o f  p r o m i s e  a n d  a r e  f u l l  o f  c o n f i d e n c e .  

T h e  U . S . A . F .  a t  D e n h a m ,  B u c k s . ,  h a v e  b e e n  a  t r e m e n ­

d o u s  h e l p  t o  t h e  t e a m  w i t h  c o a c h i n g  a n d  p r a c t i c e  

m a t c h e s .  T h e  t e a m ,  l e d  o n  t h e  c o u r t  b y*  “  B u t c h  ”  

F o s t e r ,  i s  v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a n d  t h e  m e m b e r s  s e e m  

a l m o s t  n e v e r  o u t  o f  b a s k e t b a l l  k i t !

L a t e  i n  O c t o b e r  t h e  C o m p a n y  w e n t  t o  H a t f i e l d .  

H e r t s . ,  f o r  i n f a n t r y  t r a i n i n g .  T h e  h i g h l i g h t  w a s  t h e  

n i g h t - f i g h t i n g  p a t r o l ,  l e d  b y  L t .  J .  S .  R i c h a r d s ,  o v e r  

s o m e  t r i c k y  c o u n t r y .  T h e  o b j e c t i v e ,  t o  “  s n a t c h  ”  a  

s e n t r y ,  w a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a c h i e v e d ,  a l t h o u g h  a t  l e a s t  o n e  

m e m b e r  o f  t h e  p a t r o l  g o t  r a t h e r  m o r e  t h a n  h i s  f e e t  w e t ! 

I n  s p i t e  o f  a  t r u c k  b r e a k d o w n  o n  t h e  r e t u r n  j o u r n e y  

t h e  w e e k e n d  w a s  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  a n d  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  

m o r e  l i k e  i t .

W e  n o w  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  n e x t  t r a i n i n g  y e a r ,  a w a r e  

t h a t  a  l o t  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  d o n e  a n d  l e a m t ,  b u t  c o n f i d e n t  

t h a t  i n  a  y e a r ’ s  t i m e  w e  s h a l l  b e  a  u s e f u l  i n f a n t r y  

c o m p a n y .
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“  D  "  C o m p a n y — C h a m p io n  U n i t  a n d  W in n e r s  L . M . G .  P a ir s  C o m p e ti t io n  
S ta n d in g  ( le f t  to  r ig h t) :  L t .  K .  M u r r a y . S g t .  B r o w n ,  M a jo r  P .  H a l l , L t .  J .  M c M a s te r s ,  L 'C p l .  S m y th  

K n e e l in g  ( le f t  to  r ig h t) :  L  C p l.  D i l lo n , S g t .  K e m p ,  S g t .  Y o u n g

W e  e x t e n d  b e s t  w i s h e s  t o  e x - m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y  

s e r v i n g  w i t h  t h e  1 s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  a n d  o u r  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  

g o  t o  L  C p l .  H e t h e r i n g t o n  o n  h i s  p r o m o t i o n .

“ C ”  C O M P A N Y

“  C  ”  C o m p a n y ,  a f t e r  t h e  c u s t o m a r y  b u t  v e r y - s h o r t ­

l i v e d  p o s t - c a m p  l e t h a r g y ,  h a s  s e t t l e d  d o w n  t o  t r a i n i n g .

A  f e w  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m p a n y  h a v e  l e f t  b u t  w e  a r e  

p l e a s e d  t o  w e l c o m e  P t e s .  L e v i t t ,  G l e n n ,  K e r r  a n d  M a r t i n  

t o  E n f i e l d .
T h e  C o m p a n y  f o l l o w e d  o n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  7 t h  

B a t t a l i o n  b y  e x h i b i t i n g  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  E n f i e l d  S h o w ,  a n d  

m u c h  i n t e r e s t  w a s  s h o w n  i n  t h e  e x h i b i t s  d i s p l a y e d  o n  

t h a t  o c c a s i o n .  I t  w a s  r e g r e t t a b l e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  s u c h  

i n t e r e s t  m a i n l y  e m a n a t e d  f r o m  t h o s e  t o o  y o u n g  t o  e n l i s t  

i n  t h e  T . A . ,  b u t  i t  m a y  b e  t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  s u c h  

d i s p l a y  w i l l  b e  a p p a r e n t  i n  m o  o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  t i m e .  O n e  

o f  t h e  m o s t  a m u s i n g  a n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  

s h o w  w a s  t h e  i n t e r e s t  s h o w n  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  w e a p o n s  

d i s p l a y e d  b y  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  n u m b e r  o f  y o u n g  p e o p l e  

w h o  o s t e n s i b l y  s u p p o r t e d  n u c l e a r  d i s a r m a m e n t .  "  W a s  

i t  p o s s i b l e , ”  w e  a s k e d ,  “  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  s e e i n g  t h a t  o u r  

n o n - n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  w e r e  u p  t o  s c r a t c h :

M a n y  e x - ”  D i e - H a r d s  ”  a p p e a r e d  i n t r i g u e d  b y  t h e  

S . L .  r i f l e  a n d  m a n y  w e r e  t h e  r e g r e t s  a n d  c o m p l i m e n t s  

p a i d  t o  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r s .

O u r  2 I C ,  C a p t .  S k i n n e r ,  l e f t  t h e  C o m p a n y  a f t e r  c a m p  

t o  j o i n  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y ,  a n d  o u r  l o s s  i s  v e r y  m u c h  t h e i r  

g a i n .  W e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s a v o u r e d  

t h e  d e l i g h t s  o f  t h e  H e r t f o r d s h i r e  c o u n t r y s i d e .

C a p t .  S l a c k  h a s  d e s c e n d e d  f r o m  t h e  r a r e f i e d  a t m o ­

s p h e r e  o f  I . O .  a t  B a t t a l i o n  H e a d q u a r t e r s  t o  t a k e  C a p t .  

S k i n n e r ' s  p l a c e ,  a n d  S g t .  T u r n e r ,  o u r  P . S . I . ,  m a n a g e s  to  

d o  a  n u m b e r  o f  j o b s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h i s  o w n ,  w i t h o u t  a u d i b l e  

c o m p l a i n t !
T h e  C o m p a n y  d a n c e ,  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  o n  O c t o b e r  2 8 ,  

w a s  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l  a t t e n d e d ,  a n d  w a s  a t  l e a s t  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  o n e  o f f i c e r  r e j o i n i n g  u s .  W h e t h e r  h i s  r e t u r n  is  

a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  a t t r a c t i o n s  o f  T . A .  o r  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  

l a d i e s  w h o  g r a c e d  t h e  C o m p a n y ’ s  d a n c e  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  

d i s c o v e r e d .
I t  w o u l d  b e  w r o n g  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h e s e  n o t e s  w i t h o u t  

m e n t i o n i n g  t h e  a d m i r a b l e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  L  C p l -  

R o b e r t s  a t  t h e  r a n g e s  a n d  t h e  v e r y  r e a l  e n t h u s i a s m  

s h o w n  b y  t h e  r e g u l a r  a t t e n d e r s  o n  d r i l l  n i g h t s .  It  

o n l y  . . .  !

“  D  ”  C O M P A N Y

A c t i v i t y  h a s  b e e n  i n t e n s e  b u t  r e w a r d i n g  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  

w h i c h  e n d e d  o n  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  a n d  w e  t h o r o u g h h  

r e c o m m e n d  a l l  c o m p a n i e s  t o  g e t  o u t  a t  w e e k e n d s  a t  

l e a s t  o n c e  a  m o n t h .
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T h e r e  w e r e  s o m e  a m o n g s t  u s  w h o  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  

M a j o r  H a l l  w h e n  h e  s a i d  w e  w e r e  t o  m a r c h  t o  t h e  

f i e l d - f i r i n g  r a n g e  a t  H a n g m o o r  o n  t h e  w e e k e n d  J u l y

1 5 - 1 6 ,  b u t  t h e  m o m e n t  o f  t r u t h  c a m e  w h e n  w e  s a i d  

g o o d - b v e  t o  o u r  t r a n s p o r t  a t  C h e r t s e y .  O n  t h e  S u n d a y  

w e  s p e n t  a  p l e a s a n t  d a y  f i r i n g  2 - i n . - m o r t a r  s m o k e  a n d  

g e t t i n g  f u r t h e r  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  S . L . R .  W a s  i t  b y  

h a p p y  c h a n c e  t h a t  t h i s  w e e k e n d  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  A i r ­

b o r n e  F o r c e s  W e e k ?  A n y w a y ,  o l d  a c q u a i n t a n c e s h i p s  

w e r e  r e n e w e d  i n  M a i d a  G y m .  o n  S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g ,  a n d  

i t  w a s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  S g t .  A l e c  K e m p ’ s  s e n s e  o f  d i r e c t i o n  

w a s  a  l i t t l e  i m p a i r e d  o n  h i s  w a l k  b a c k  t o  t h e  c o m p a n y  

l i n e s !
D u a l  o p e r a t i o n s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  o n  A u g u s t  1 9 - 2 0 ,  

w h e n ,  w i t h  t w o  t e a m s  c o m p e t i n g  i n  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  t o u g h  

t r a i n i n g ,  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  d i d  s o m e  s h o o t i n g  a t  H e n l e y  

P a r k .  W i t h  s p l e n d i d  o p p o s i t i o n  o f f e r e d  b y  t h e  o t h e r  

r i f l e  c o m p a n i e s ,  w e  m a n a g e d  t o  g e t  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  f o u r t h  

p l a c e s  i n  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  t o u g h  t r a i n i n g .

T e a m  t r a i n i n g  c o n t i n u e d  o n  o n e  e v e n i n g  p e r  w e e k ,  

a n d  S e p t e m b e r  2  d a w n e d  w i t h  t w o  D  ’ C o m p a n y  

t e a m s  e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  C o u n t y  T o u g h  T r a i n i n g  e v e n t ,  o u r  

N o .  2  t e a m  m a s q u e r a d i n g  a s  “  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y !  W i t h  

a c c u r a t e  c o m p a s s  w o r k  b y  C a p t .  D a n  H o g g  a n d  t e r r i f i c  

p a c e  s e t t i n g  b y  S g t .  G o r d o n  Y o u n g ,  o u r  N o .  1  t e a m  

p u l l e d  u p  f r o m  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  7 0  p o i n t s  t o  7  p o i n t s  b e h i n d

t h e  w i n n e r s  a n d  c a m e  s e c o n d .  T h e  p h o t o g r a p h  s h o w s  

t h i s  t e a m  m a r c h i n g  t h r o u g h  E d g w a r e  o n  t h e  S u n d a y  

a f t e r n o o n ,  b e i n g  u s e d  a s  ( u n w i l l i n g )  p a c e m a k e r s  b y  t h e  

w i n n i n g  t e a m .  O u r  N o .  2  t e a m  c a m e  1 2 t h .  T h e  c o m ­

p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  t e a m s  i s  s h o w n  b e l o w  :

S o .  1 .  C a p t .  H o g g ,  S g t .  Y o u n g ,  C p l .  T a y l o r ,  P t e s .

E d w a r d s ,  T a b r a r  a n d  T a y l o r .

N o .  2 .  L t .  P a r k i n s o n ,  S g t .  W a r d ,  L  C p l .  D i l l o n ,  

P t e s .  B e n h a m ,  L e e  a n d  R a t c l i f f e .

A s  a n  i n n o v a t i o n  t o  t h e  u s u a l  C o m p a n y  d a n c e  a  

c h e e s e  a n d  w i n e  p a r t y  w a s  h e l d  o n  S e p t e m b e r .  1 5  f o r  

o f f i c e r s  a n d  N . C . O . s ,  t h e i r  w i v e s  a n d  g i r l  f r i e n d s .  T h i s  

f u n c t i o n  w a s  a  s u c c e s s ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  d e l i g h t e d  t o  h a v e  a s  

g u e s t s  t h e  I . O . ,  C a p t .  H a r o l d  C o u c h ,  a n d  L t .  B o b  T e t t  

f r o m  ”  B  ”  C o m p a n y .

M a k i n g  a  h a b i t  o f  c o n c u r r e n t  a c t i v i t y ,  w e  d i d  s o m e  

m o r e  f i e l d  f i r i n g  a t  H a n g m o o r  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 3 - 2 4  a n d  

e n t e r e d  a  t e a m  f o r  t h e  M i d d l e s e x  T .  a n d  A . F . A .  m e e t i n g .  

W h i l e  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  c a r r i e d  o u t  s e c t i o n  a n d  p l a t o o n  

a t t a c k s  u n d e r  L t .  J o h n  P a r k i n s o n  a n d  C  S g t .  J a c k  

V a i s e v ,  o u r  t e a m  c a r r i e d  o f f  t h e  C h a m p i o n  L n i t  T r o p h y  

a n d  t h e  b e s t  L . M . G .  p a i r s  c u p .  T h e  t e a m  w a s  c o m p o s e d  

o f :  S g t .  Y o u n g  ( c a p t a i n ) ,  M a j o r  H a l l ,  L t s .  M u r r a y  a n d  

M c M a s t e r s ,  S g t s .  B r o w n  a n d  K e m p ,  L  C p l s .  D i l l o n  

a n d  S m y t h e ,  a n d  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  s h o w s  t h e  t e a m  w i t h  

b o t h  a w a r d s .

THE HONG KONG REGIMENT
( T h e  V o l u n t e e r s )

T h e  a r r i v a l  i n  H o n g  K o n g  o f  B r i g a d i e r  J .  E .  F .  

W  i l l o u g h b y ,  o .b .e ., C o l o n e l  o f  T h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t  

( D . C . O . ) ,  t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  C h i e f  o f  S t a f f  

L a n d  F o r c e s  h a s  b e e n  t h e  e v e n t  m o s t  l i k e l y  t o  i n t e r e s t  

r e a d e r s  i n  o u r  a l l i e d  R e g i m e n t .

B r i g a d i e r  W i l l o u g h b y  a r r i v e d  o n  t h e  t r o o p s h i p  A  evasa  
o n  J u l y  2 8 .  H e  w a s  w e l c o m e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  c o l o n y  b y  

C o l .  H .  A .  d e  B a r r o s  B o t e l h o ,  M.B.E., E.D., H o n o r a r y  

C o l o n e l ,  L t . - C o l .  T .  A .  M .  T w a d d l e ,  t .d .. C o m m a n d i n g  

O f f i c e r ,  a n d  M a j o r s  J e f F c o a t  a n d  C a i n  o f  h i s  o w n  R e g i ­

m e n t .  I t  w a s  a  t y p i c a l  H o n g  K o n g  s u m m e r  m o r n i n g ,  

b o t h  h o t  a n d  h u m i d ,  a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  r e c o g n i s e d  

i m m e d i a t e l y  b y  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  F a r  E a s t .

A  f e w  d a y s  l a t e r ,  o n  A u g u s t  4 ,  t h e  B r i g a d i e r  v i s i t e d  

t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t  i n  S p o r t s  R o a d ,  

H a p p y  V a l l e y ,  a n d ,  a f t e r  t o u r i n g  t h e  m a i n  b u i l d i n g  a n d  

t h e  s t o r e s ,  m e t  t h e  p e r m a n e n t  s t a f f .  A t  o n c e  t h e  t i e s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  R e g i m e n t s  w e r e  e v i d e n t ,  s i n c e ,  a p a r t  f r o m  

t h e  A d j u t a n t ,  M a j o r  C a i n ,  w h o  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  f r o m  T h e  

M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t ,  t h e r e  w a s  a l s o  A l a j o r  W  . T .  J .  

L a n e ,  m .b .e ., a t  o n e  t i m e  a  R . Q . A I . S .  i n  t h e  1 s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  

^ d  C . S . M .  R o g e r s ,  n o w  Q u e e n ’ s  S u r r e y ,  w h o  h a d  

u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  T h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t  a s  h i s  p a r e n t  

R e g i m e n t .  M e m o r i e s  o f  t h e  K o r e a n  c a m p a i g n  w e r e  a l s o  

r e v i v e d  b y  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  R . S . A I .  J .  C .  R o b e r t s o n ,

b .e .m . ( A .  &  S . H . )  a n d  S g t .  W .  B u m s  ( G o r d o n s ) ,  b o t h  

o f  w h o m  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  1 s t  B a t t a l i o n  A r g y l l  a n d  S u t h e r ­

l a n d  H i g h l a n d e r s  i n  K o r e a .

O n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 ,  a t  a  s i m p l e  c e r e m o n y  a t  R e g i m e n t a l  

H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  B r i g a d i e r  W i l l o u g h b y  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s i l v e r  

a n d  e b o n y  m a c e ,  a  g i f t  f r o m  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  T h e  M i d d l e s e x  

R e g i m e n t ,  t o  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  R e g i m e n t  ( T h e  \  o l u n t e e r s ) .  

T h e  B r i g a d i e r  w a s  g r e e t e d  b y  a  f a n f a r e  f r o m  t h e  s i l v e r  

s t a t e  t r u m p e t s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  Q u i c k  M a r c h  

o f  T h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t  p l a y e d  b y  t h e  B a n d  a n d  

D r u m s .  A f t e r  a  s l o w  m a r c h  t h e  B a n d  a n d  D r u m s  b r o k e  

i n t o  q u i c k  t i m e  t o  “  M e c h a n i z e d  I n f a n t r y , ’  i n  w h i c h  

t h e  s i l v e r  b u g l e s  w e r e  d i s p l a y e d  t o  a d v a n t a g e ,  a n d  t h e n  

t h e  B r i g a d i e r  m a d e  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a d d r e s s  t o  w h i c h  

C o l .  d e  B a r r o s  B o t e l h o  r e p l i e d .  D u r i n g  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  

w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  t h e  s t r i n g  o r c h e s t r a  p l a y e d  u n d e r  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  o f  M a j o r  F .  E .  C .  C .  Q u a h ,  E.D.. D i r e c t o r  o f  

M u s i c .
T h e  O f f i c e r s ’  M e s s  g u e s t  n i g h t ,  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  o n  

S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  w a s  n o t e w o r t h y  f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  I t  

w a s  t h e  f i r s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h e  \  o l u n t e e r s  h a v e  h a d  t o  d i n e  

a  C o l o n e l  o f  t h e  a l l i e d  R e g i m e n t .  I t  w  a s  a l s o  t h e  o c c a s i o n  

o f  d i n i n g - i n  C o l .  B o t e l h o  a s  H o n o r a r y  C o l o n e l ,  d i n i n g - i n  

L t . - C o l .  K .  C .  P .  I v e  ( 1 7 t h  2 1 s t  L a n c e r s )  a s  C o m m a n d ­

i n g  O f f i c e r ,  a n d  d i n i n g - o u t  L t . - C o l .  T w a d d l e  w h o  h a s  

l e f t  u s  o n  r e t i r e m e n t  f r o m  t h e  . A r m y .

I t  i s  t h u s  w i t h  g r e a t  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  w e  c a n  r e p o r t  t h a t  

t h e  t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  R e g i m e n t s  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e n  

s t r o n g e r .



O F F I C E R S ’  M E S S  G U E S T  N I G H T

L e f t  to  r ig h t:  L t . - C o l .  I v e ,  C o l. B o te lh o , B r ig a d ie r  W il lo u g h b y , L t . - C o l .  T w a d d le ,  M a jo r  O b lita s

B r ig a d ie r  J .  E .  F .  W il lo u g h b y , O .B .E . ,  h a n d s  o v e r  th e  M id d le s e x  M a c e  to  D r u m - M a jo r  C h u n g  T u n g -F u n g

D L  ^ b i e - M a ris 9 !

B E R L I N  V I S I T ,  A U T U M N ,  1 9 6 1

A  f e w  m o n t h s  a g o  I  o p e n e d  u p  t h e  p a p e r  a n d  t h e r e ,  

p r i n t e d  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  p a g e ,  w e r e  t h e  h e a d l i n e s  

“  K h r u s c h e v  T h r e a t e n s  E a s t  G e r m a n  P e a c e  T r e a t y  i n  

A u t u m n . ”  F o r  m e  i t  w a s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a  s t r o n g  

d e s i r e  t o  v i s i t  B e r l i n ,  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  S o v i e t  S e c t o r ,  

b e f o r e  t h e  b a r r i e r s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  s e c t o r s  m i g h t  

p o s s i b l y  b e  c l o s e d  f o r  e v e r .

S i n c e  t h e n  e v e n t s  h a v e  m o v e d  f a s t .  B e r l i n  i s  t o d a y  a  

t r u l y  d i v i d e d  c i t y .  A  s o l i d  c o n c r e t e  w a l l  r u n s  b e t w e e n  

t h e  w e s t e r n  a n d  e a s t e r n  s e c t o r s ;  r o a d  b l o c k s  h a v e  b e e n  

p l a c e d  a c r o s s  a l l  r o a d s ,  t r e e s  h a v e  b e e n  c u t  d o w n  t o  

p r o v i d e  f i e l d s  o f  f i r e  a n d  t h e  w h o l e  p a t r o l l e d  b y  g r e e n -  

u n i f o r m e d  t o m m y - g u n n e r s  o f  t h e  D e u t s c h e  D e m o c r a t i c  

R e p u b l i c .  S u c h  w a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w h e n  a  p a r t y  o f  s i x  o f  

u s  m o t o r e d  f r o m  H a m e l n  t o  B e r l i n  o n  F r i d a y ,  O c t o b e r  

2 0 .
T o n i g h t ,  j u s t  a  f e w  d a y s  l a t e r ,  a s  I  t r y  t o  p u t  a  f e w  

i m p r e s s i o n s  o f  o u r  v i s i t  o n  t o  p a p e r ,  I  h e a r  o n  t h e  n e w s  

t h a t  t e n s i o n  i s  m o u n t i n g  i n  B e r l i n — A m e r i c a n  c i v i l i a n  

o f f i c i a l s  h a v e  b e e n  d e n i e d  t h e  f o r m e r l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  

r i g h t  o f  m o t o r i n g  i n t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  s e c t o r ,  w i t h o u t  m e a n s  

o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n — A m e r i c a n  t a n k s ,  b a c k e d  b y  m e c h a n i s e d  

i n f a n t r y ' ,  h a v e  b e e n  p o s i t i o n e d  a t  t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  

c r o s s i n g  p l a c e  o n  t h e  F r i e d r i c h s t r a s s e — t h e  B r i t i s h  h a v e  

m o v e d  t a n k s  a n d  i n f a n t r y '  t o  t h e  B r a n d e n b u r g  G a t e .

H a v i n g  o n l y  a  f e w  d a y s  p r e v i o u s l y  m o t o r e d  t h r e e  

t i m e s  t h r o u g h  ‘ ‘ A m e r i c a n  C h e c k  P o i n t  C h a r l i e  ”  o n  t h e  

F r i e d r i c h s t r a s s e  i n t o  t h e  S o v i e t  S e c t o r  a n d  t r i e d  u n ­

s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  p h o t o g r a p h  t h e  B r a n d e n b u r g  G a t e  f r o m  

t h e  S o v i e t  s i d e ,  t h e  B e r l i n  n e w s  h a s  t a k e n  o n  a  n e w  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  m e .

T h e r e  i s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t h a t  o n e  c o u l d  w r i t e  a b o u t  o u r  

v i s i t  w h i c h  m i g h t  p o s s i b l y  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  b u t  I  i n t e n d  

t o  p u t  t h e  m a i n  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  S o v i e t  S e c t o r  r a t h e r  

t h a n  t h e  W e s t e r n  S e c t o r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  i t  i s  b e c o m i n g  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  v i s i t  i t .  B e r l i n  h a s  b e e n  h e a d l i n e  

n e w s  f o r  m a n y  m o n t h s  n o w  b u t ,  i n  c a s e  s o m e  r e a d e r s  o f  

t h i s  a c c o u n t  m a y  b e  a s  i g n o r a n t  a s  I  w a s  c o n c e r n i n g  

s o m e  a s p e c t s  o f  B e r l i n  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s h o r t  

a c c o u n t  w i l l  n o t ,  I  h o p e ,  b e  o u t  o f  p l a c e .

B e r l i n  H i s t o r y

B e r l i n  o r i g i n a l l y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t w o  f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e s  o n  

t h e  R i v e r  S p r e e .  I n  1 3 0 7  t h e  t w o  v i l l a g e s  w e r e  u n i t e d  

f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  d e f e n c e  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  d u e  t o  t h e i r  

f a v o u r a b l e  p o s i t i o n ,  b e c a m e  a  t r a d i n g  t o w n  o f  c o n s i d e r ­

a b l e  i m p o r t a n c e .  A r o u n d  1 6 0 0  a  s e r i e s  o f  p l a g u e s  l e f t  t h e  

t o w n  w i t h  a  g r e a t l y '  r e d u c e d  p o p u l a t i o n .  D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  

t w o  c e n t u r i e s  B e r l i n  g r e w  r a p i d l y  i n  s t a t u r e  a n d  m a n y ' 

r e n o w n e d  a r c h i t e c t s  a n d  s c u l p t o r s  w e r e  e n l i s t e d  t o  

d e s i g n  a n d  e r e c t  s t a t e l y  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  

U n t e r  d e n  L i n d e n .  F r e d e r i c k  t h e  G r e a t ,  a s  p a t r o n  o f  t h e  

a r t s ,  s c i e n c e  a n d  t r a d e ,  h a d  b y ' t h e  e n d  o f  h i s  r e i g n  b u i l t  

P r u s s i a  i n t o  a  g r e a t  p o w e r  i n  E u r o p e  w i t h  B e r l i n  a s  a  

m a j o r  c a p i t a l  c i t y ' .

E v e n  P r u s s i a ’ s  d e f e a t  b y ' N a p o l e o n ’ s  a r m i e s  i n  1 8 0 6  

d i d  n o t  a f f e c t  B e r l i n ’ s  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  a n y '  g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  

a n d  s l o w l y  B e r l i n  w a s  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  

b e a u t i f u l  c i t i e s  o n  t h e  C o n t i n e n t .  I t  o f f i c i a l l y  b e c a m e  t h e  

c a p i t a l  o f  G e r m a n y '  i n  1 8 7 1  w h e n  t h e  G e r m a n  E m p i r e  

w a s  f o r m e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  F r a n c o - P r u s s i a n  W a r .  ( I n  

m y  i g n o r a n c e ,  I  h a d  a l w a y s  l o o k e d  u p o n  B e r l i n  a s  h a v i n g

b e e n  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  G e r m a n y  f o r  m a n y  h u n d r e d s  o f  y e a r s  

i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s  L o n d o n  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  

E n g l a n d . )

T h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  l a s t  w a r  s a w  B e r l i n  a s  t h e  m o s t  

i m p o r t a n t  c i t y  i n  C e n t r a l  E u r o p e ,  b o t h  a s  r e g a r d s  

i n d u s t r y  a n d  t h e  a r t s .  A  f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r  i t  c o n t a i n e d  

m o r e  r u b b l e  t h a n  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  G e r m a n  c i t i e s  p u t  t o g e t h e r .

I n  1 9 4 5  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  

e l e c t r i c i t y  a n d  w a t e r  h a d  c o l l a p s e d ,  a n d  h a l f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  

h o u s i n g  s p a c e  h a d  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d .  T o d a y ,  W e s t  B e r l i n  

h a s  a r i s e n  f r o m  t h e  f o r m e r  m a s s  o f  r u i n s  a n d  a  b r a n d - n e w  

c i t y  o f  b r i g h t  s h o p  w i n d o w s ,  n e o n  l i g h t s ,  w i d e  s t r e e t s  

a n d  e v e r y '  s i g n  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  h a s  t a k e n  i t s  

p l a c e  a m o n g s t  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  W  o r l d .  

I t  c o n t r a s t s  v i v i d l y  w i t h  t h e  d r a b n e s s  a n d  s q u a l o r  s t i l l  

e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y ' .

I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  w a r  B e r l i n  w a s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  

f o u r  s e c t o r s — A m e r i c a n ,  B r i t i s h ,  F r e n c h  a n d  R u s s i a n .  

I t  i s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  c i t y  w h i c h  I  t h i n k  m a k e s  i t  o n e  

o f  t h e  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  D e m o c r a c y  

a n d  C o m m u n i s m  w o r k i n g  a l o n g s i d e  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  y e t  

i n  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  e a c h  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  s a m e  c i t y .

T h e  T r i p

I t  w a s  a  t y p i c a l  w i n d y  a u t u m n  d a y  a s  t h e  s i x  o f  u s —  

t h r e e  w i v e s  i n c l u d e d — h e a d e d  w e s t w a r d  a l o n g  t h e  

C o l o g n e  B e r l i n  A u t o b a h n  t o w a r d s  t h e  H e l m s t e d t  

c h e c k  p o i n t  a n d  e n t r y '  p o i n t  i n t o  E a s t  G e r m a n y .  O u r  

m i l i t a r y '  p a p e r s ,  i d e n t i t y  c a r d s  a n d  p a s s p o r t s  a l l  s e e m e d  

t o  b e  i n  g o o d  o r d e r  a n d ,  h a v i n g  r e a c h e d  t h e  b o r d e r ,  w e  

e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  t h r o u g h  i n  a b o u t  2 0  m i n u t e s .  T h i s  w a s  

n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  b e  s o .  O n  c l o s e  i n s p e c t i o n  o f  o u r  

d o c u m e n t s  i t  w a s  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  m i n o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  d o c u m e n t s ;  a  f u l l  s t o p  a n d  a  h y p h e n  o n  o n e  

a n d  n o t  o n  t h e  o t h e r ,  a  d e c o r a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  o n  o n e  a n d  

n o t  o n  t h e  o t h e r .  D i f f e r e n c e s  o f  n o  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  

w e s t e r n  i m p e r i a l i s t s  s u c h  a s  o u r s e l v e s ,  b u t ,  t o  a  s u s ­

p i c i o u s  R u s s i a n  I v a n  w h o  c o u l d  o n ly ’  r e a d  t h e  R u s s i a n  

a l p h a b e t ,  t h e y  m i g h t  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  p r o v i d i n g  a n  

e x c u s e  f o r  f o r b i d d i n g  u s  e n t r y .  O u r  p r o t e s t s  t o  t h e  

B r i t i s h  M i l i t a r y  P o l i c e  w e r e  o f  n o  a v a i l ,  s o  b a c k  w e  w  e n t  

l i k e  n a u g h t y  c h i l d r e n  t o  h a v e  o u r  d o c u m e n t s  r e t y p e d  a t  

t h e  B r i t i s h  P o l i c e  H . Q .  a  c o u p l e  o f  m i l e s  b a c k  d o w n  t h e  

r o a d .  O n c e  a g a i n  d e p r e s s i o n  d e s c e n d e d  w h e n  i t  w a s  

r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e  R u s s i a n s  w o u l d  b e  u n l i k e l y  t o  a c c e p t  

m y  i d e n t i t y '  c a r d  a s  i t  w a s  o f  1 9 5 4  v i n t a g e  a n d  i n  a  b a d  

s t a t e  o f  r e p a i r — t o o  l a t e  t o  g e t  a n o t h e r  o n e ,  s o  a l l  h a n d s  

g o t  t o  w o r k  t o  b e a u t i f y  i t  a n d  a  h e l p f u l  C o l o u r - S e r g e a n t  

p r o d u c e d  a  n e w  p l a s t i c  h o l d e r  i n  w h i c h  t o  p u t  i t .  B a c k  

t o  t h e  c h e c k  p o i n t  t o  f i n d  t h a t  o u r  o n e - f i n g e r e d  t y p i s t  

h a d  n o w  m a d e  a  f r e s h  e r r o r  i n  l e a v i n g  o u t  a n  i n i t i a l  

s o m e w h e r e .  A  h u r r i e d  c o u n c i l  o f  w a r ,  a n d  i t  w a s  

d e c i d e d  t h a t  w e  w o u l d  r i s k  i t  a n d  m o v e  o n  t h r o u g h  t o  

t h e  S o v i e t  m i l i t a r y -  c h e c k  p o i n t  a n d  t r u s t  t o  l u c k .  I 

t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  M i l i t a r y  P o l i c e  w e r e  g l a d  t o  s e e  t h e  l a s t  

o f  u s .
A  S o v i e t  s o l d i e r ,  i n  t y p i c a l  i l l - f i t t i n g  j a c k e t ,  p e a k e d  c a p  

w i t h  p r o m i n e n t  r e d  s t a r ,  p i c k e d  u s  o u t  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  

t h e  t r a f f i c  a n d  s i g n a l l e d  u s  t o  h a l t  b y  t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d ,  

a n d  w e  p r e s e n t e d  a l l  o u r  p a p e r s  t o  a  h a t l e s s  a n d  q u i t e  

p l e a s a n t  S o v i e t  C a p t a i n  w h o  p r o b a b l y  h a d  l i t t l e  i d e a  

w h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a l l  a b o u t .  I n  t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  w e  t o o k  a  

s t r o l l  a r o u n d ,  l o o k i n g  a t  a  l a r g e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  p r o p a g a n d a
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p o s t e r s  e x t o l l i n g  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  C o m m u n i s m  i n  g e n e r a l  

a n d  t h e  w a r l i k e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  W e s t e r n  G e r m a n y ,  

A d e n a u e r ’ s  J u n t a  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  M u c h  t o  o u r  r e l i e f ,  a l l  

w e n t  w e l l ,  o u r  p a p e r s  w e r e  h a n d e d  b a c k ,  I v a n  s a l u t e d  

u s ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  o n  o u r  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  

b a r r i e r  m a n n e d  b y  E a s t  G e r m a n  V o l k s  P o l i t z e i  t o m m y -  

g u n n e r s .
I  h a v e  o f t e n  h a d  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  i n  t r a v e l l i n g  f r o m  

o n e  c o u n t r y  i n t o  a n o t h e r  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  s u d d e n  

c h a n g e s  i n  s c e n e r y ,  b o t h  a r t i f i c i a l  a n d  n a t u r a l ,  a n d  

h a v e  b e c o m e  d i s a p p o i n t e d  w h e n  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  a r e  n o t  

a b r u p t  b u t  a r e  s l o w  a n d  g r a d u a l .  H e r e ,  f o r  m e ,  t h e r e  

w a s  n o  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  f o r  a l t h o u g h  t h e  N o r t h  G e r m a n  

f l a t  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  w i t h  i t s  o c c a s i o n a l  w o o d s  a n d  c u l t i v a t e d  

f i e l d s ,  c o n t i n u e d  a s  b e f o r e ,  o n e  i m m e d i a t e l y  f e l t  t h a t  

o n e  w a s  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  w o r l d ; a  w o r l d  o f  h a l f  v a l u e s  a n d  

o n l y  h a l f  a c t i v i t y .  T r a f f i c  o n  t h e  a u t o b a h n  w a s  a l m o s t  

n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  e x c e p t  f o r  W e s t  G e r m a n  c a r s  g o i n g  t o  

a n d  f r o m  W e s t  B e r l i n .  E a s t  G e r m a n  t r a f f i c  s e e m e d  o n l y  

t o  c o n s i s t  o f  v i n t a g e  c a r s ,  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  l o r r y  a n d  a  f e w  

f a r m  v e h i c l e s  o n  t h e  r o a d s i d e .

N o  m o v e m e n t  i s  a l l o w e d  o f f  t h e  a u t o b a h n .  \ \  e  

c o u l d  s e e  t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  M a g d e b u r g  a n d  s m o k e  f r o m  i t s  

v a r i o u s  f a c t o r i e s  a w a y  t o  o u r  r i g h t ,  b u t  v e r y  l i t t l e  e l s e .  

E n t r y  i n t o  W e s t e r n  B e r l i n  w a s  u n e v e n t f u l  a n d  I  t h i n k  

t h a t  w e  a l l  w i t h  u n v o i c e d  r e l i e f  g r e e t e d  o n c e  a g a i n  

t h e  f a m i l i a r  b u s t l e  o f  v e h i c l e s ,  f l a s h i n g  n e o n  l i g h t s ,  

l a r g e  m o d e r n  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  t h e  w i d e - o p e n  w e l l - k e p t  

s t r e e t s .  S e e i n g  W e s t  B e r l i n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  b y  n i g h t  

o n l y  h e l p e d  t o  e m p h a s i s e  i t s  v i r i l i t y  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  

h a l f  w o r l d  w h i c h  s u r r o u n d e d  i t .

S o v i e t  S e c t o r

I n  a l l  w e  p a i d  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  

S e c t o r ,  e a c h  t h r o u g h  t h e  o n l y  r e m a i n i n g  c h e c k  p o i n t  in  

t h e  F r i e d r i c k s t r a s s e .  T o  m e  i t  s e e m e d  l i k e  t h e  s e t t i n g  

f o r  “  T h e  T h i r d  M a n  ”  l e s s  z i t h e r  m u s i c  a n d  th e  

R u s s i a n  m i l i t a r y  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  B u d a p e s t ,  a f t e r  th e  

H u n g a r i a n  r e v o l t ,  r o l l e d  i n t o  o n e ;  p l u s  c o n c r e t e  s l a b ,  

w i r e - t o p p e d  w a l l ,  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  o n e  h a d  t o  p a s s .  

F r a n k l y ,  I  n e v e r  o n c e  c a m e  b a c k  t h r o u g h  t h e  r o a d  

b l o c k s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  a t t e n d a n t  y o u t h f u l  s h a b b y  t o m m y -  

g u n n e r s ,  w i t h o u t  a  f e e l i n g  o f  r e l i e f .

T h e  g r e a t  s h o w p i e c e  o f  E a s t  B e r l i n  i s  a s  m o s t  p e o p l e  

k n o w  t h e  m u c h - v a u n t e d  n e w  b u i l d i n g s  a s t r i d e  t h e  

S t a l i n  A l l e e .  I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  a n  i m p o s i n g  h i g h w a y  b u t  

s t i l l ,  a f t e r  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  n o w h e r e  n e a r  

c o m p l e t i o n .  T h o s e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  

a r e  i n  t h e  t y p i c a l  n e w  M o s c o w  s t y l e  a n d  a r e  a l r e a d y  

s h o w i n g  s i g n s  o f  w e a r  a n d  t e a r .  I m p o s i n g  n e w  s h o p p i n g  

c e n t r e s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  b u t ,  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n ,  

t h e y  a r e  a l l  S t a t e  o w n e d  a n d  p o o r l y  s t o c k e d .  P r i c e s  o f  

g o o d s  a r e  h i g h  b y  E a s t  G e r m a n  s t a n d a r d s  ( o n e  W e s t  

G e r m a n  M a r k  e q u a l s  f i v e  E a s t  G e r m a n  M a r k s ,  w h i l e  th e  

o f f i c i a l  r a t e  o f  e x c h a n g e  i n  E a s t  G e r m a n y  i s  o n e  f o r  o n e ) .

T h e  m a i n  c u l t u r a l  c e n t r e  i s  a r o u n d  t h e  M a r s e  E n g e l s  

P l a t z  a n d  i s  s t i l l  i n  m a n y  p l a c e s  i n  r u i n s .  T h i s  m u s t  

h a v e  b e e n  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o s i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r  b u t  n o "  

r e s e m b l e s  a n  e m p t y  s h e l l .  O n  o n e  s i d e  o f  t h e  P l a t z  i s  th e  

P e r g a m o n  M u s e u m ,  w h e r e  t h e  w o r l d - f a m o u s  P e r g a m o n  

A l t a r  c a n  b e  v i e w e d  b y  t h e  p u b l i c .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w e  

o n l y  d e c i d e d  t o  v i s i t  t h e  M u s e u m  o n  t h e  l a s t  d a y  o f  o u r  

v i s i t ,  o n  M o n d a y ,  a n d  f o u n d  i t  t o  b e  c l o s e d .

M a jo r s  S h ip s te r  a n d  P e c k h a m  lo o k in g  o v e r  th e  w a ll  in to  E a s t  B e r l in

“  T H E  P E O P L E ’ S  P O L I C E  ”

V iew  o f  E a s t  B e r l in  th ro u g h  a  h o le  in  th e  w a ll .  N o te  th e  b a rb ed -w ire , p la c e d  in  p o s i tio n  d u r in g  o u r  v is i t ,  a n d  th e  cra sh  b a rr ier
b ey o n d  th e  p o lic e m e n

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n d  t h i s  a c c o u n t  b y  r e l a t i n g  s o m e  

i n c i d e n t s  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  w h e n  v i s i t i n g  t h e  R u s s i a n  W a r  

M e m o r i a l .  T h i s  v i s i t  w e  m a d e  w i t h  a n  o f f i c i a l  p a r t y  

b y  b u s  f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h  S e c t o r .  W h i l e  v i e w i n g  t h e  

M e m o r i a l  o u r  B r i t i s h  d r i v e r s  a n d  g u i d e  w e r e  a p p r o a c h e d  

b y  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e ,  o f f e r i n g  s u m s  o f  a b o u t  D M  1 , 5 0 0  

i f  w e  c o u l d  s m u g g l e  t h e m  b a c k  w i t h  u s  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  

S e c t o r .  T o  t h e m  a  l a s t  d e s p e r a t e  e f f o r t  t o  t r y  t o  e s c a p e .  

T h e  p i t y  o f  i t  i s  t h a t  w e  w e r e  p o w e r l e s s  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  t o  

h e l p .  B u t  t o  m e  t h e s e  i n c i d e n t s  m o r e  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r s  

b r o u g h t  h o m e  t h e  u t t e r  m i s e r y  a n d  d e s p e r a t i o n  t h a t  s o  

m a n y  p e o p l e  m u s t  b e  e x p e r i e n c i n g ,  w h o  h a v e  t h e  m i s ­

f o r t u n e  t o  l i v e  i n  a  c o m m u n i s t  s t a t e  a n d  y e t  k n o w  w h a t  

t h e  W e s t  h a s  t o  o f f e r .  J . N . S .

F O U R  D I V I S I O N S  O F  “  D I E - H A R D S  ”

A s  R e m e m b r a n c e  D a y  a p p r o a c h e s  e a c h  y e a r ,  t h o u ­

s a n d s  o f  m e n  w h o  h a v e  w o r n  o u r  c a p  b a d g e  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  

i n t r o d u c e  i n t o  t h e i r  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  t h e  m e m o r i e s  o f  t h e  

d a y s  t h e y  s e r v e d  i n  c l o s e  b o n d  a n d  c o m r a d e s h i p  w i t h  

t h e i r  f e l l o w  m e n  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  b a t t a l i o n  o r  c o m p a n y  o f  

t h e  R e g i m e n t .

T o  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e d  i n  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r  o f  

1 9 1 4 - 1 9  t h e r e  a r e  4 6  b a t t a l i o n s  a n d  n u m e r o u s  l a b o u r  

u n i t s  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  b e l o n g e d .  T h e  A r m y  

L i s t  s h o w s  t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  H o n o u r s  i n  f o u r  g r o u p s :  ( a )  

t h o s e  h o n o u r s  w o n  p r i o r  t o  1 9 1 4 ,  ( b )  t h o s e  w o n  b e t w e e n  

t h e  y e a r s  1 9 1 4 - 1 9 ,  ( c )  t h e  h o n o u r s  f o r  t h e  W a r  1 9 3 9 - 4 5 .  

a n d  ( d )  t h o s e  o f  K o r e a .  T h e  s e c o n d  g r o u p  a r e  s h o w n  

a f t e r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  “  W o r l d  W a r  I — 4 6  B a t t a l i o n s . ”

T h e  w r i t e r ,  w h o  h a s  r e a d  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  R e g i ­

m e n t a l  H i s t o r y ,  h a s  n e v e r  s e e n  p u b l i s h e d  a  f u l l  l i s t  o f  

t h e s e  b a t t a l i o n s  a n d  h o p e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b r i e f  d e t a i l s  

w i l l  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  r e a d e r .

W h e n  w a r  w a s  d e c l a r e d  i n  1 9 1 4 ,  t h e  R e g i m e n t  h a d  

f o u r  r e g u l a r  b a t t a l i o n s  ( i n  i t s e l f  a  r a r e  t h i n g  a s  t h e r e  w e r e  

o n l y  f i v e  r e g i m e n t s  i n  t h e  a r m y  w i t h  f o u r  b a t t a l i o n s ) ,  

t w o  S p e c i a l  R e s e r v e  b a t t a l i o n s ,  a n d  f o u r  b a t t a l i o n s  o f  

t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s .  O n  A u g u s t  5 ,  t h e  d a y  a f t e r  w a r  

w a s  d e c l a r e d ,  F i e l d - M a r s h a l  L o r d  K i t c h e n e r  w a s  

a p p o i n t e d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  W a r .  F o r e s e e i n g  t h a t  

t h e  w a r  w o u l d  l a s t  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  h e  o r g a n i s e d  a  

n e w  B r i t i s h  f o r c e  o f  7 0  d i v i s i o n s ,  p r o m p t l y  n a m e d  

“  K i t c h e n e r ’ s  A r m y . ”  B y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  t h e  

R e g i m e n t  h a d  1 1  n e w  b a t t a l i o n s  a n d  2 5  m o r e  w e r e  t o  

j o i n  t h e m .  T h i s  g r e a t  r e g i m e n t  w a s  t o  f i g h t  o n  e v e r y '  

b a t t l e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  w a r ,  a n d  w e r e  t o  s u f f e r  1 2 , 6 9 4  f a t a l  

c a s u a l t i e s .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  t h e  l i s t  o f  t h e  R e g u l a r ,  S p e c i a l  

R e s e r v e ,  T e r r i t o r i a l  a n d  N e w  A r m y  B a t t a l i o n s : -

D e sig n a tio n
1 s t  B a t t a l i o n  

2 n d  B a t t a l i o n  

3 r d  B a t t a l i o n  

4 t h  B a t t a l i o n

5 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( S p e c i a l  R e s e r v e )

6 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( S p e c i a l  R e s e r v e )

1 ,  7 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

2  7 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

3  7 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

4  7 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

1 8 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

2  8 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

3  8 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

4  8 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

1  9 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

2  9 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )  

3 / 9 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

D a te  fo r m e d  
R e g u l a r  

R e g u l a r  

R e g u l a r  

R e g u l a r

T . F .  A c t ,  0 7  

S e p t .  2 ,  1 9 1 4  

F e b .  9 ,  1 9 1 5  

M a v  1 0 .  1 9 1 5  

T . F .  A c t ,  0 7  

S e p t .  5 ,  1 9 1 4  

F e b .  9 ,  1 9 1 5  

M a y  1 0 .  1 9 1 5  

T . F .  A c t ,  ' 0 7  

S e p t .  1 4 ,  1 9 1 4  

M a r .  2 0 ,  1 9 1 5
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D a te  f o r m e d  

T . F .  A c t ,  ’ 0 7  

S e p t .  1 6 ,  1 9 1 4  

M a r .  2 0 ,  1 9 1 5  

M a y  1 0 ,  1 9 1 5  

S e p t .  1 ,  1 9 1 6  

A u g .  2 6 ,  1 9 1 4  

S e p t .  5 ,  1 9 1 4  

S e p t .  1 3 ,  1 9 1 4  

O c t .  8 ,  1 9 1 4  

O c t .  8 ,  1 9 1 4  

S e p t .  1 ,  1 9 1 4  

D e c .  1 2 ,  1 9 1 4

M a r .  2 5 ,  1 9 1 5

M a r .  2 5 ,  1 9 1 5  

J u n e  4 ,  1 9 1 5  

M a y  2 0 ,  1 9 1 5  

J u n e  3 0 ,  1 9 1 5  

J a n .  1 5 ,  1 9 1 6

D e s ig n a t io n  

1  1 0 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  - F o r c e s )

2 / 1 o t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

311  o t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

4 / i o t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e s )

7 t h  ( R e s e r v e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( T . F . )

1  i t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  

1 2 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  

1 3 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  

1 4 t h  ( R e s e r v e )  B a t t a l i o n  

1 5 t h  ( R e s e r v e )  B a t t a l i o n )

1 6 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( P u b l i c  S c h o o l s )

1 7 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( 1 s t  F o o t b a l l )  . .

1 8 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( 1 s t  P u b l i c

W o r k s  P i o n e e r s )

1 9 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( 2 n d  P u b l i c

W o r k s  P i o n e e r s )

2 0 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( S h o r e d i t c h )  . .

2 1  s t  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( I s l i n g t o n )

2 2 n d  ( S e n d e e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( B a n t a m s )  . .

2 3 r d  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( 2 n d  F o o t b a l l )

2 4 t h  ( R e s e r v e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( P u b l i c  S c h o o l s )  S e p t .  2 5 ,  1 9 1 5  

2 5 t h  ( G a r r i s o n )  B a t t a l i o n  . . • • A u g .  8 ,  1 9 1 5

2 6 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( 3 r d  P u b l i c

W o r k s  P i o n e e r s )

2 7 t h  ( R e s e r v e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( F o o t b a l l e r s )  .

2 8 t h  ( R e s e r v e )  B a t t a l i o n  

2 9 t h  ( I n f a n t r y  W o r k s )  B a t t a l i o n  

3 0 t h  ( I n f a n t r y  W o r k s )  ( A l i e n s )  B a t ­

t a l i o n

3 1 s t  ( I n f a n t r y  W o r k s )  ( A l i e n s )  B a t t a l i o n  

3 2 n d  ( R e s e r v e )  T . F .  B a t t a l i o n .  .

3 3 r d  ( L a b o u r )  B a t t a l i o n  

1 s t  ( H o m e  S e r v i c e )  ( G a r r i s o n )  B a t t a l i o n

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e  6 3 r d  P r o v i s i o n a l  B a t ­

t a l i o n  h a d  b e e n  f o r m e d  o n  J u n e  1 6 ,  1 9 1 5 ,  b u t  w a s  d i s ­

b a n d e d  o n  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 9 1 7 ,  w h e n  i t  b e c a m e  t h e  3 2 n d  

( R e s e r v e )  T . F .  B a t t a l i o n .  A l s o  f o r  a  t i m e  t h e r e  w a s  a  

3 4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  b u t  t h i s  b e c a m e  t h e  2 0 t h  B a t t a l i o n  a n d  

e x i s t e d  i n  n a m e  o n l y .
O f  t h e  L a b o u r  a n d  W o r k s  C o m p a n i e s ,  a l l  b e a r i n g  t h e  

t i t l e  “  T h e  D u k e  o f  C a m b r i d g e ’ s  O w n  ( M i d d l e s e x  R e g i ­

m e n t ) ”  i n  t h e i r  d e s i g n a t i o n  w e r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

L a b o u r  D e s ig n a tio n  F o r m e d
1 s t  . . I n f a n t r y  L a b o u r  C o m p a n y  M a r .  5 ,  1 9 1 7  

I n f a n t r y  L a b o u r  C o m p a n y  

I n f a n t r y  L a b o u r  C o m p a n y  

I n f a n t r y  L a b o u r  C o m p a n y  

I n f a n t r y  L a b o u r  C o m p a n y  

I n f a n t r y  L a b o u r  C o m p a n y  A p r .  2 0 ,  1 9 1 8  

I n f a n t r y  L a b o u r  C o m p a n y  J u l y  1 7 ,  1 9 1 8  

I n f a n t r y  L a b o u r  C o m p a n y  D e c .  2 4 ,  1 9 1 8

( a f t e r  t h e  A r m i s t i c e )  

9 t h  ( H S )  L a b o u r  C o m p a n y  . . J u l y  2 6 ,  1 9 1 9
( a f t e r  t h e  A r m i s t i c e )  

1 0 t h  . .  I n f a n t r y  L a b o u r  C o m p a n y  J u l y  2 6 , 1 9 1 9

( a f t e r  t h e  A r m i s t i c e )

A u g .  9 . 

O c t .  i  

N o v .  2 5  

J  u l y  2 6

1 9 1 6

1 9 1 5

1 9 1 5

1 9 1 6

J u l y  1 2 ,  1 9 1 6  

S e p t .  8 ,  1 9 1 6  

J a n .  i ,  1 9 1 7  

M a r .  3 1 ,  1 9 1 7  

M a y  2 0 ,  1 9 1 6

2 n d

3r d

4 t h

5  t h

6  t h  

7 t h  

8 t h

A p r .  2 ,  1 9 1 7  

F e b .  2 4 ,  1 9 1 7  

F e b .  2 4 ,  1 9 1 7  

A p r .  1 8 ,  1 9 1 8

W o r k s F o r m e d

i s t  ( I n f a n t r y  W o r k s  C o m p a n y )  . . F e b .  1 ,  1 9 1 6

B e c a m e  2 7 t h  ( I n f a n t r y  W o r k s )  C o m p a n y ,  D e v o n  R e g t .

2 n d  ( I n f a n t r y  W o r k s  C o m p a n y )  . .  A p r i l  1 , 1 9 1 6

R e n u m b e r e d  8 t h  B e c a m e  3 3 1 s t  ( H . S . )  L a b o u r  C o v .

3 r d  ( I n f a n t r y  W o r k s  C o m p a n y )  . . A p r i l  1 ,  1 9 1 6

R e n u m b e r e d  1 8 t h  B e c a m e  3 3 8 t h  ( H . S . )  L a b o u r  C o y .

4 t h  ( I n f a n t r y  W o r k s  C o m p a n y )  

R e n u m b e r e d  2 3 r d  B e c a m e  3 4 1 s t

5 t h  ( I n f a n t r y  W o r k s  C o m p a n y )  

R e n u m b e r e d  2 2 n d  B e c a m e  3 4 0 t h

6 t h  ( I n f a n t r y  W o r k s  C o m p a n y )  

R e n u m b e r e d  9 t h  B e c a m e  3 3 9 t h

7 t h  ( I n f a n t r y  W o r k s  C o m p a n y )  

R e n u m b e r e d  2 6 t h  B e c a m e  3 4 2 n d

J u n e  1 2 ,  1 9 1 6  

( H . S . )  L a b o u r  C o y .

J u n e  1 2 ,  1 9 1 6  

( H . S . )  L a b o u r  C o y .

J u n e  1 3 ,  1 9 1 6  

( H . S . )  L a b o u r  C o y .

J u n e  2 0 ,  1 9 1 6  

( H . S . )  L a b o u r  C o y .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  a b o v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  B a t t a l i o n s  w e r e  

f o r m e d  f r o m  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t r a i n i n g  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o n  F e b ­

r u a r y  8 ,  1 9 1 9  ( a f t e r  t h e  A r m i s t i c e )  f o r  d u t i e s  w i t h  t h e  

B r i t i s h  A r m y  o f  O c c u p a t i o n  o n  t h e  R h i n e :

5 1 s t  B a t t a l i o n — f r o m  5 1 s t  ( G r a d u a t e d )  B a t t a l i o n  

o r i g i n a l l y  k n o w n  a s  9 7 t h  T r a i n i n g  R e s e r v e  

B a t t a l i o n .

5 2 n d  B a t t a l i o n — f r o m  5 2 n d  ( G r a d u a t e d )  B a t t a l i o n ,  

p r e v i o u s l y  k n o w n  a s  1 0 1 s t  T r a i n i n g  R e s e r v e  

B a t t a l i o n .

5 3 r d  B a t t a l i o n — f r o m  5 3  r d  ( Y o u n g  S o l d i e r s )  B a t ­

t a l i o n ,  p r e v i o u s l y  k n o w n  a s  1 0 2 n d  T r a i n i n g  

R e s e r v e  B a t t a l i o n .

N o .  1  S p e c i a l  C o m p a n y  w a s  f o r m e d  o n  A p r i l  3 ,  1 9 1 9 »  

u n d e r  t h e  c o m m a n d  o f  M a j o r  C .  D .  D r e w ,  a n d  w e n t  to  

M u r m a n s k  w i t h  t h e  N o r t h  R u s s i a n  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  

F o r c e  i n  A p r i l ,  1 9 1 9 .

W i t h  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  D e p o t ,  w h i c h  i n  i t s e l f  w a s  

o f  b a t t a l i o n  s t r e n g t h ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  t o t a l  o f  4 6  B a t t a l i o n s ,  1 0  

I n f a n t r y  L a b o u r  C o m p a n i e s ,  7  I n f a n t r y  W o r k s  C o m p a n ­

i e s ,  a n d  1  S p e c i a l  C o m p a n y — 6 5  u n i t s — f r o m  e a c h  o f  

w h i c h  c a n  b e  f o u n d  n a m e s  o n  t h e  R o l l  o f  H o n o u r .  W h e n  

l o o k i n g  a t  t h i s  f i g u r e ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  in  

A u g u s t  1 9 1 4  t h e  H o m e  F o r c e s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  D i v i s i o n s  

h a d  a  t o t a l  s t r e n g t h  o f  7 2  B a t t a l i o n s .  T h e  R e g i m e n t  

i t s e l f  e v e n t u a l l y  h a d  s u f f i c i e n t  B a t t a l i o n s  f o r  f o u r  

D i v i s i o n s .

I n  l a t e r  i s s u e s  i t  i s  h o p e d  t o  t e l l  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  

r a i s i n g  o f  t h e  u n i t s ,  h o w  t h e y  c a m e  b y  t h e i r  n a m e s —  

i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  u n o f f i c i a l  o n e s — a  b r i e f  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e i r  

s e r v i c e  a n d  o f  t h e i r  C o l o u r s ,  t h e  l o c a t i o n s  o f  w h i c h  

a p p e a r  i n  a n o t h e r  a r t i c l e  o f  t h i s  i s s u e .
R . W . J . S .

N o T E — T h e  C u r a t o r  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  M u s e u m  

w o u l d  b e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  th e  

d i f f e r e n t  B a t t a l i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h e  v a r i a t i o n  o f  c a p  

b a d g e s  a n d  i n s i g n i a  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  w o r n  b y  t h e  P u b l i c  

W o r k s  B a t t a l i o n s  a n d  t h e  “  G e r m a n  M i d d l e s e x .
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I T  I S  N E V E R  T H E  S A M E !

( R e p r o d u c e d  b y  c o u r t e s y  o f  T h e  E d i t o r ,  T h e  K e n s in g to n .)
I t  w a s  i n  J u n e ,  w h i l e  a t t e n d i n g  a  c o u r s e  o n  a  n e w  t y p e  

o f  w o r k ,  t h a t  w e  w e r e  g i v e n  a  p r a c t i c a l  e x e r c i s e  w h i c h  

i n v o l v e d  v i s i t i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  G a r r i s o n  W 'o r k s  

O f f i c e s  d o t t e d  a r o u n d  t h e  L o n d o n  a r e a .  W e  w e r e  t o l d  

w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  s i t u a t e d  a n d  l e f t  t o  p u t  i n  b i d s  f o r  

w h i c h  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  v i s i t .  W e l l ,  a s  s o o n  a s  I s a w  t h e  

l i s t  a n d  s a w  M i l l  H i l l  B a r r a c k s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  l o c a t i o n s ,

I  p u t  in  f o r  i t .  F o r  i t  w a s  t h e r e ,  s o m e  2 1  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h a t  

I s p e n t  m y  f i r s t  f o u r  o r  f i v e  m o n t h s  i n  t h e  A r m y .  A n d  I  

h a d  n o t  s e e n  t h e  p l a c e  s i n c e  t h a t  d a t e  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 0 ,  

w h e n  I  s h o o k  i t s  d u s t  o f f  m y  a m m u n i t i o n  b o o t s !

S o ,  o n e  p l e a s a n t  J u n e  M o n d a y ,  I  w a l k e d  u p  B i t t a c y  

H i l l  f r o m  t h e  t u b e  s t a t i o n  w i t h  s o m e  s e n s e  o f  e x p e c t a t i o n .  

E v e n  a s  I  a p p r o a c h e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  d i d  n o t  l o o k  t h e  s a m e :  

m e m o r y  h a d  i n d e e d  d u l l e d  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  I t  w 'a s  a  

lo n g e r  w a l k  u p  t h e  h i l l  t h a n  I  r e m e m b e r e d  a n d  t h e  

m a i n  e n t r a n c e  g a t e  s e e m e d  s o m e h o w  i n s i g n i f i c a n t — n o t  

t h e  a w e s o m e  p o r t a l  o f  t h e  p a s t .  N o  l o n g e r  a  g u a r d  o r  

r e g i m e n t a l  p o l i c e m e n  o n  d u t y ,  n o  s i g n  o f  k h a k i  o n  t h e  

l o n g  w a l k  d o w n  t h e  d r i v e  i n — h o w  d i f f e r e n t  i t  u s e d  t o  b e  

a s  o n e  r a p i d l y  e n s u r e d  a l l  b u t t o n s  s e c u r e ,  n o  d u s t  o n  

t h e  b o o t s  a n d  c a p  a t  c o r r e c t  a n g l e  t o  s a t i s f y  g u a r d  

c o m m a n d e r  o r  p o l i c e  s e r g e a n t .  A l l  s e e m e d  d e a d :  y e t  

i t  w a s  9 . 3 0  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g — a  t i m e  w 'h e n  t h e  b a r r a c k s  

wro u l d  b e  b r i m m i n g  o v e r  w i t h  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  o l d  d a y s .

T o  f i n d  a  s o l d i e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s k  t h e  w a y  p r o v e d  s u r ­

p r i s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t :  e v e n t u a l l y  w e  r a n  o n e  t o  e a r t h  i n  o n e  

o f  t h e  o f f i c e s .  F r o m  h i m  w e  o b t a i n e d  a p p r o x i m a t e  

d i r e c t i o n s  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  o n  t o  t h e  d r i l l  s q u a r e .  M e m o r y  

g i v e s  t h i s  t h e  s i t e  o f  m a n y  t r i a l s  a n d  t r i b u l a t i o n s  b u t  

a c t u a l i t y  r e v e a l e d  a n  u n o c c u p i e d  a s p h a l t  w a s t e  w h i c h  

s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  s h r u n k  w i t h  a g e  f r o m  t h e  h u g e  e x p a n s e  

o f  a  r o o k i e ’ s  r e c o l l e c t i o n  t o  a  v e r y  o r d i n a r y  d i m e n s i o n .  

O v e r  o n  m y  l e f t ,  I  c o u l d  s e e  t h e  b a r r a c k  b l o c k s  w h i c h  

h a d  h o u s e d  t h e  u n w i l l i n g  c a l l - u p  o f  1 9 4 0 — n o w  t h e y  

l o o k e d  w e l l  k e p t  a n d  r e a s o n a b l e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  r a t h e r  

t h a n  t h e  p r i s o n  t h e y  h a d  f e l t  s o  l o n g  a g o .

B u t  t h e  r e a l  c h a n g e  w a s  t h e  l a c k  o f  r e g i m e n t a l  a c t i v i t y  

a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  d e s u e t u d e .  I w a s  l a t e r  t o  

f i n d  t h a t  t h e  m o r e  t e c h n i c a l  a r m s ,  w h i c h  n o w  i n h a b i t  

t h e  s i t e ,  w e r e  m a i n l y  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  l o w e r  h u t t e d  c a m p  b u t  

t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  s o u n d  o f  b u g l e s ,  m a r c h i n g  f e e t  a n d  

s h o u t e d  w o r d s  o f  c o m m a n d  p r o d u c e d  a  r e a l  s e n s e  o f  

l o s s .

W i t h  t h e  p a s t  t h e r e  w a s  o n l y  o n e  c o n n e c t i o n .  T h i s  I 

f o u n d  w 'h e n  l u n c h i n g  i n  t h e  O f f i c e r s ’  M e s s — a  p l a c e  I  

h a d  n e v e r  e n t e r e d  e v e n  o n  f a t i g u e s ,  d u r i n g  m y  p r e v i o u s  

s o j o u r n  a t  t h e  b a r r a c k s .  H e r e ,  s i t t i n g  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  

t a b l e  a s  h e  m u s t  h a v e  d o n e  f o r  s o  m a n y  y e a r s ,  w a s  

C o l .  M a u r i c e  B r o w n e .  T h e  C o l o n e l  i s  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  

b o t h  in  t h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t  a n d  i n  M i l l  H i l l .  I n ­

d e e d ,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  b e l o v e d  r e g i m e n t  n o  l o n g e r  h a s  i t s  

d e p o t  t h e r e ,  C o l .  B r o w n e  s t i l l  h a s  a n  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  b a r r a c k  

a r e a  a n d  l u n c h e s  a n d  d i n e s  i n  M e s s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  i n  1 9 4 °  

h e  w 'a s  C o m m a n d a n t  o f  t h e  D e p o t  a n d  I  a  v e r y  r a w  

r e c r u i t  a n d ,  a p a r t  f r o m  i m p e r s o n a l  p a r a d e  g r o u n d  

m e e t i n g s ,  w e  h a d  n o  c o n t a c t  t h e n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h e  

k i n d l y  s a i d  h e  r e m e m b e r e d  m e  a t  t h e  d e p o t — a  m o s t  

p h e n o m e n a l  f e a t  o f  m e m o r y !  M u c h  m o r e  l i k e l y  h o w ­

e v e r  w a s  a  m e m o r y  o f  o u r  m e e t i n g s  a t  p o s t - w 'a r  O . C . A .  

d i n n e r s .  T h e  C o l o n e l  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  t o  c h a n g e  t h o u g h

h e  s e e m s  t o  t e n d  s l i g h t l y  t o w a r d s  f a d i n g  a w a y .  N e v e r ­

t h e l e s s  i t  w a s  a  p l e a s u r e  t o  m e e t  h i m  a n d  f i n d  s o m e  l i n k  

w i t h  t h e  p a s t .

B u t ,  a s  I  l o o k  b a c k  o n  t h a t  v i s i t ,  I  f i n d  a  s e n s e  o f  d i s ­

a p p o i n t m e n t .  W h a t  I  h a d  m a i n l y  r e m e m b e r e d  s e e m e d  t o  

b e  t h e r e  n o  l o n g e r .  I t  j u s t  w 'a s  n o t  t h e  s a m e  b u t ,  t h e n ,  

i t  n e v e r  i s ,  i s  i t ?

O L D  C O L O U R S

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  e n q u i r i e s  a n d  v i s i t s ,  m a d e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  

t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  C o u n c i l  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  i t  i s  

k n o w n  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w  i n g  O l d  C o l o u r s  a r e  l o d g e d  i n  t h e  

p l a c e s  s h o w n : —

R e g i m e n t a l  M u s e u m

5 7 t h  F o o t ,  1 8 0 3 - 1 3  ( s e e  N o t e  ( a ) )

5 7 t h  F o o t ,  1 8 1 3 - 1 8  

5 7 t h  F o o t ,  1 8 1 8 - 3 8  

5 7 t h  F o o t ,  1 8 6 7 - 1 9 0 8  

2  5 7 t h  F o o t ,  1 8 0 3 - 1 5  

R o y a l  E a s t e r n  R e g i m e n t ,  1 7 6 0 - 1 8 0 6  

R o y a l  E a s t  M i d d l e s e x  M i l i t i a ,  1 8 0 6 - 9 0  

L o y a l  U x b r i d g e  V o l u n t e e r  I n f a n t r y ,  1 8 3 1 - 4 2  

( s e e  N o t e  ( b ) )

2 4 t h  M i d d l e s e x  R i f l e  V o l u n t e e r  C o r p s ,  1 8 6 0 - 8 0  

( s e e  N o t e  ( b ) )

1 9 t h  ( S e r v i c e  B a t t a l i o n  ( P u b l i c  W o r k s  P i o n e e r s ) )  

( s e e  N o t e  ( c ) )

S t .  P a u l ’ s  C a t h e d r a l

5 7 t h  F o o t ,  1 8 5 3 - 6 7  

7 7 t h  F o o t ,  1 8 3 5 - 7 6

M i d d l e s e x  G u i l d h a l l

1 s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  1 9 0 8 - 3 7  

2 n d  B a t t a l i o n ,  1 8 7 6 - 1 9 2 5  

3 r d  B a t t a l i o n ,  1 9 0 2 - 2 2  

4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  1 9 0 2 - 2 2  

9 t h  ( T . A . )  B a t t a l i o n ,  1 9 1 3 - 5 0

S t .  M a r y ’ s  C h u r c h ,  H o r n s e y

L o y a l  H a m p s t e a d  V o l u n t e e r s ,  1 8 0 3 - 1 3  

2 5 t h  ( R e s e r v e  G a r r i s o n )  B a t t a l i o n  

( s e e  N o t e  ( d ) )

A l l  H a l l o w s  C h u r c h ,  T o t t e n h a m

2  7 t h  ( T . A . )  B a t t a l i o n ,  1 9 1 4 - 1 8  ( s e e  N o t e  ( e ) )

S t .  N i c h o l a s  C h u r c h ,  C h i s w i c k

1 . 1  o t h  ( T . A . )  B a t t a l i o n  

2 / 1  o t h  ( T . A . )  B a t t a l i o n  ( s e e  N o t e  ( d ) )

3 11  o t h  ( T . A . )  B a t t a l i o n  ( s e e  N o t e  ( d ) )

S t .  P a u l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  M i l l  H i l l

1  i t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( s e e  N o t e  ( d ) )

1 2 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( s e e  N o t e  ( d ) )

1 3 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( s e e  N o t e  ( d ) )

1 6 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( s e e  N o t e  ( d ) )

1 7 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( s e e  N o t e  ( d ) )

1 9 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( s e e  N o t e  ( c ) )

2 3 r d  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( s e e  N o t e  ( d ) )

2 6 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( s e e  N o t e  ( d ) )
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S t .  L e o n a r d ’ s  C h u r c h ,  S h o r e d i t c h

2 0 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n  ( s e e  N o t e  ( e ) )

S t .  M a r y ’ s  C h u r c h ,  I s l i n g t o n

T h e  K i n g ’ s  C o l o u r s  o f  t h e  2 1 s t  ( S e r v i c e )  B a t t a l i o n ,  

w h i c h  w a s  l o d g e d  i n  t h i s  c h u r c h  a f t e r  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  

W a r ,  w a s  d e s t r o y e d  w h e n  t h e  c h u r c h  w a s  d e m o l i s h e d  

b y  e n e m y  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r .

N o te s :  ( a )  F r a i l  s e c t i o n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6  i n .  x  6  i n .  

( A l b u h e r a  C o l o u r )

( b )  O n e  C o l o u r  o n l y ,  w h i c h  w a s  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y

l o d g e d  i n  S t .  G e o r g e ’ s  C h u r c h ,  B r e n t ­

f o r d .

( c )  T h e  c o l o u r  s t a v e s  h a v e  t h e  c r o w n  a n d  l i o n

f i n i a l .  T h e  K i n g ’ s  C o l o u r  o f  t h i s  B a t ­

t a l i o n  l o d g e d  a t  S t .  P a u l ’ s  C h u r c h ,  M i l l  

H i l l ,  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  d u p l i c a t e .

( d )  K i n g ’ s  C o l o u r  o n l y  w i t h o u t  b a t t l e  h o n o u r s .

( e )  K i n g ’ s  C o l o u r  o n l y  w i t h  b a t t l e  h o n o u r s .

I n  o r d e r  t h a t  a  c o m p l e t e  r e c o r d  c a n  b e  m a d e  i t  w o u l d

b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  i f  a n y  r e a d e r ,  w h o  k n o w s  o f  t h e  w h e r e ­

a b o u t s  o f  a n y  o t h e r  C o l o u r s  f o r m e r l y  c a r r i e d  b y  u n i t s  

o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t ,  w o u l d  s e n d  d e t a i l s  t o  R e g i m e n t a l  

H e a d q u a r t e r s .

O B I T U A R Y
C o l .  C .  J .  F i s h e r ,  C . B . E . ,  D . S . O .

C e c i l  J a m e s  F i s h e r  d i e d  i n  T r u r o  I n f i r m a r y  o n  

S e p t e m b e r  1 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  a g e d  7 1 .

H e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  a  T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e  c o m m i s s i o n  

i n  t h e  1 0 t h  B a t t a l i o n  ( T . F . )  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 1 ,  1 9 1 1 » a n d  

p r o m o t e d  C a p t a i n  i n  1 9 1 4 .

T h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r  t o o k  h i m  t o  I n d i a ,  M e s o p o t a m i a  

a n d  A f g h a n i s t a n .  I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  h e  b e c a m e  

a  D . A . A .  a n d  Q . M . G .  i n  I n d i a ,  a n d  w e n t  o n  t o  t h e  

R e s e r v e  i n  1 9 2 1 .

S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 3 9 ,  f o u n d  h i m  o n  t h e  a c t i v e  l i s t  a g a i n  

i n  F r a n c e ,  a n d  i n  O c t o b e r  t h a t  y e a r  h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  

R o y a l  P i o n e e r  C o r p s .  I n  M a y ,  1 9 4 ° ,  h e  w a s  c o m '  

m a n d i n g  a  B a t t a l i o n  w h i c h  a s s u m e d  a n  I n f a n t r y  r o l e  

d u r i n g  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  f r o m  E a s t  o f  R o u e n .

A f t e r  s e r v i n g  w i t h  2 3 r d  a n d  2 4 t h  G r o u p s  o f  t h e  R o y a l  

P i o n e e r  C o r p s  h e  w e n t  t o  H e a d q u a r t e r s  I V  C o r p s  i n  

N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 4 1 ,  w h e r e  h e  b e c a m e  a  T e m p o r a r y  

C o l o n e l .  T h e r e a f t e r  h e  s a w  s e r v i c e  i n  B u r m a  a n d  l a t e r  

o n  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  D e f e n c e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  

G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a .

H e  r e l i n q u i s h e d  h i s  c o m m i s s i o n  i n  1 9 4 6 .

F o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s  h e  w a s  m e n t i o n e d  f o u r  t i m e s  i n  

d e s p a t c h e s  ( 1 9 1 6 ,  1 9 1 8 ,  1 9 4 0  a n d  1 9 4 4 ) ,  w a s  a w a r d e d  t h e

D . S . O .  i n  1 9 1 7  w h i l s t  s e r v i n g  i n  M e s o p o t a m i a ,  a n d  t h e

C . B . E .  i n  1 9 4 5 -

M a j o r  M .  C .  D .  K i n g ,  M . C . ,  T . D .

M o n t y  K i n g ,  w h o  d i e d  o n  A u g u s t  7 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  a t  t h e  a g e  

o f  5 1 ,  w a s  e d u c a t e d  a t  M a r l b o r o u g h  a n d  c o m m i s s i o n e d  

i n t o  8 t h  B a t t a l i o n  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t  i n  1 9 3 1 -  H e  

s e r v e d  f i r s t  i n  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  a t  S t a i n e s  a n d  t h e n  a s  

B a t t a l i o n  T r a n s p o r t  O f f i c e r .  T h e  t r a n s p o r t  w a s  h o r s e -  

d r a w n :  a  t o t a l l y  u n f a m i l i a r  f o r m  o f  p r o g r e s s i o n  t o

M o n t y .  H  w e v e r ,  l i k e  a l l  e l s e  h e  d i d ,  h e  a p p l i e d  h i m -

h rch

s e l f  w i t h  t h e  u t m o s t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  h i s  d u t i e s ,  w h i c h  

h e  c a r r i e d  o u t  w i t h  g r e a t  e f f i c i e n c y .  N e x t  h e  c o m m a n d e d  

“ A ”  C o m p a n y  a t  H a m p t o n ,  a n d  t h e n  o n c e  a g a i n  h e  w a s  

p o s t e d  t o  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y :  t h i s  t i m e  a s  C o m p a n y

C o m m a n d e r .

A t  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  w a r  h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  S t a f f  

C a p t a i n  2 5  I n f a n t r y  B r i g a d e .  H e  r e m a i n e d  w i t h  t h e m  

u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e i r  e v a c u a t i o n  f r o m  F r a n c e  i n  1 9 4 0 .

A f t e r  a  s p e l l  a t  t h e  D e p o t  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  i / 8 t h  B a t ­

t a l i o n  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  o f  1 9 4 1 .  A  

f e w ' m o n t h s  l a t e r  h e  b e c a m e  A d j u t a n t ,  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  

w h i c h  h e  f i l l e d  u n t i l  t a k i n g  o v e r  c o m m a n d  o f  “ A ”  

C o m p a n y  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w a r .  H e  w o n  a n  i m m e d i a t e  

M i l i t a r y  C r o s s  f o r  g a l l a n t r y  i n  t h e  c a m p a i g n  i n  N o r t h -  

W e s t  E u r o p e .

A f t e r  t h e  w a r  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  h i s  w o r k  i n  c i v i l i a n  li fe  

w i t h  t h e  U n i o n  D i s c o u n t  C o m p a n y  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  

L o n d o n .  A t  h i s  d e a t h  h e  h e l d  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h a t  f i r m .

H e  w a s  a  m a n  w i t h  g r e a t  s t r e n g t h  o f  c h a r a c t e r  

c o m b i n e d  w i t h  q u i e t  s i m p l i c i t y  a n d  a  f i n e  s e n s e  o f  

h u m o u r .  D e v o t i o n  t o  h i s  f a m i l y — h e  l e a v e s  a  w i f e  a n d  a 

y o u n g  s o n — l o y a l t y  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  a  h i g h  s e n s e  o f  

d u t y r w e r e  h i s  i n n a t e  q u a l i t i e s  f o r  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  f e e l i n g s  

w ’e r e  d e e p l y  h e l d .

T h e  s h a d o w  o f  h i s  f i n a l  i l l n e s s  l a y  o v e r  h i s  l a s t  tw 'o 

y e a r s .  B u t  h e  w e n t  o n  h i s  w a y  u n d a u n t e d ;  h a p p y  w it h  

h i s  f a m i l y  a n d ,  w h e n  h i s  h e a l t h  a l l o w e d ,  d o i n g  h i s  j o b ;  

s e e i n g  h i s  f r i e n d s ; a n d  w o r k i n g  i n  h i s  g a r d e n .

H e  d i e d ,  a s  h e  l i v e d ,  b r a v e l y ,  f a i t h f u l l y  a n d  b e l o v e d .

T . L . M .

C a p t .  G .  J o h n s o n

G e o r g e  J o h n s o n  d i e d  o n  O c t o b e r  2 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  a g e d  8 2 , 

a n d  w a s  c r e m a t e d  a t  B r e a k s p e a r  C r e m a t o r i u m ,  R u i s l i p ,  

o n  O c t o b e r  4 ,  1 9 6 1 .

H e  w a s  b o r n  a t  F u l h a m  o n  J u l y  1 0 ,  1 8 7 9 ,  a n d  jo i n e d  

t h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t ,  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 ,  1 8 9 6 .  A f t e r  

h i s  r e c r u i t  t r a i n i n g  h e  w a s  p o s t e d  t o  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l  

B a t t a l i o n  a t  S h o r n c l i f f e .

H e  j o i n e d  t h e  2 n d  B a t t a l i o n  o n  F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1 8 9 8 ,  

a f t e r  i t  h a d  a r r i v e d  h o m e  f r o m  I n d i a .  T w o  m o n t h s  

l a t e r  h e  r e c e i v e d  h i s  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  p r o m o t i o n — t o  u n p a i d  

L a n c e - C o r p o r a l — a n d  i n  O c t o b e r  h e  w a s  a w a r d e d  h is  

f i r s t - c l a s s  c e r t i f i c a t e  e d u c a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  t o  b e  s u c h  a 

h e l p  t o  h i m  i n  g e t t i n g  f u r t h e r  p r o m o t i o n .

H e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a  p a i d  L a n c e - C o r p o r a l  i n  J a n u a r y ,  

1 8 9 9 ,  a n d  w a s  p r o m o t e d  C o r p o r a l  i n  M a r c h  t h a t  y e a r  

w h i l s t  e m p l o y e d  a s  a  c l e r k  i n  t h e  O r d e r l y  R o o m .

O n  D e c e m b e r  2 ,  1 8 9 9 ,  h e  e m b a r k e d  w i t h  t h e  2 n d  

B a t t a l i o n  f o r  S o u t h  A f r i c a .

D u r i n g  t h e  B o e r  W a r  h e  f o u g h t  a t  S p i o n  K o p ,  V a a l  

K r a n z ,  P o l g i e t e r ’ s  D r i f t ,  T u g e l a ,  P i e t e r ’ s  H i l l ,  R e l i e f  o f  

L a d y s m i t h ,  V a n - W y k ,  A l m o n d s  P a s s  a n d  L a i n g ’ s  W a l k .

H e  w a s  i n v a l i d e d  h o m e  i n  J u l y ,  1 9 0 0 » a n c l  L t e r  w a s  

p o s t e d  t o  t h e  n e w l y - f o r m e d  4 t h  B a t t a l i o n .

H e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a  L a n c e - S e r g e a n t  i n  M a r c h ,  1 9 0 1 ,  

a n d  p r o m o t e d  t o  S e r g e a n t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o n t h .

I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 0 2 ,  h e  o b t a i n e d  a  “  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  

c e r t i f i c a t e  o n  a  M u s k e t r y  c o u r s e  a t  H y t h e ,  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s  

m o v e d  w i t h  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  t o  D u b l i n .

O n  A u g u s t  1 ,  1 9 0 3 ,  h e  w a s  p o s t e d  f o r  a  t o u r  o f  d u t y  to  

t h e  D e p o t ,  w h i c h  w a s  t h e n  l o c a t e d  a t  H o u n s l o w .  O n
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c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h i s  t o u r  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  I r e l a n d  a n d  

s e r v e d  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  4 t h  B a t t a l i o n  m o v e d  t o  T i d w o r t h  

i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 0 8 .
O n  S e p t e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  h e  e m b a r k e d  i n  H . M . T .  

S o u d a n  t o  j o i n  t h e  3 r d  B a t t a l i o n  i n  S i n g a p o r e  a n d  s e r v e d  

w i t h  t h a t  B a t t a l i o n  i n  M a l a y a  a n d  I n d i a  u n t i l  O c t o b e r ,

1 9 1 4 .  H e  w a s  p r o m o t e d  t o  C o l o u r  S e r g e a n t  o n  D e c e m ­

b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  a n d  t o  R e g i m e n t a l  Q u a r t e r m a s t e r  

S e r g e a n t  o n  J u l y  19 »  1 9 * 3 -
H e  e m b a r k e d  w i t h  t h e  3 r d  B a t t a l i o n  f o r  E n g l a n d  in  

O c t o b e r ,  1 9 1 4 ,  t o  j o i n  t h e  2 8 t h  D i v i s i o n ,  a n d  i n  J a n u a r y ,

1 9 1 5 ,  h e  w a s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  a s  a  S e c o n d - L i e u t e n a n t .  

H e  w a s  p r o m o t e d  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 7 ,  1 9 1 5 ,  

w i t h  t h e  t e m p o r a r y '  r a n k  o f  C a p t a i n .  H e  w a s  s e r i o u s l y  

w o u n d e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  S o m m e  

in  1 9 1 6  a n d  f r o m  t h a t  d a y  u n t i l  h e  d i e d  h e  h a d  t o  h a v e  

h i s  w o u n d  d r e s s e d  d a i l y .
H e  h a d  a  p h e n o m e n a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  R e g i m e n t a l  

h i s t o r y ,  a n d  a s  a  d r i l l  a n d  m u s k e t r y  i n s t r u c t o r ,  h e  w a s  

f a r  a b o v e  t h e  a v e r a g e .  A  s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  h e  w a s  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  a  f a i r  m a n  w h o  w o u l d  t o l e r a t e  n o  i n j u s t i c e  

t o  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s .

M a j o r  R .  W .  J .  S m i t h ,  m .b .f.., r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  R e g i ­

m e n t  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l .

C a p t .  G .  C h i p p e r f i e l d ,  C . B . E .

G u y  C h i p p e r f i e l d  d i e d  o n  A u g u s t  2 ,  1 9 6 1 .

H e j o i n e d  t h e  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  C o m p a n y '  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  

1 8 t h  B a t t a l i o n  R o y a l  F u s i l i e r s  o n  S e p t e m b e r  5 ,  1 9 1 4 -  

H e  s e r v e d  i n  F r a n c e  u n t i l  1 9 1 6  w h e n ,  i n  J u l y  o f  t h a t  y e a r ,  

h e  g a i n e d  a  c o m m i s s i o n  i n  t h e  R e g i m e n t  a n d  w a s  p o s t e d  

t o  2 4 t h  ( R e s e r v e )  B a t t a l i o n  a t  A l d e r s h o t .

I n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 1 6 ,  h e  w a s  p o s t e d  t o  t h e  1 1 t h  

B a t t a l i o n  i n  F r a n c e  a s  a  S e c o n d  L i e u t e n a n t .  H e  w a s  

p r o m o t e d  t o  L i e u t e n a n t  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1 9 x 8 ,  a n d  

t o  C a p t a i n  l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r .

H e  s e r v e d  i n  F r a n c e  w i t h  t h e  R e g i m e n t  u n t i l  t h e  e n d  

o f  t h e  w a r ,  s o o n  a f t e r  w h i c h  h e  w a s  d e m o b i l i s e d .

H e  b e c a m e  t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  O i l  a n d  C a k e  

M i l l s ,  a n d  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  S e e d c r u s h e r s  

A s s o c i a t i o n .

H e  w a s  a w a r d e d  t h e  C . B . E . ,  i n  1 9 5 7  f ° r  s e r v i c e s  

t o  a g r i c u l t u r e .

C a p t .  C o l i n  C a m p b e l l

I n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  a b o v e  o f f i c e r ,  

l a t e  o f  t h e  5 t h  ( M i l i t i a )  B a t t a l i o n ,  d i e d  i n  a n  E x e t e r  

N u r s i n g  H o m e  o n  S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  a g e d  6 6 .

N o  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  a v a i l a b l e .

C a p t .  G .  C .  D r u c e

O n l y  r e c e n t l y  h a v e  w e  h e a r d ,  w i t h  r e g r e t ,  o f  t h e  d e a t h  

l a s t  M a y  o f  C a p t .  G i l b e r t  C a r y  D r u c e .

R e c o r d s  o f  h i s  s e r v i c e  a t  p r e s e n t  a v a i l a b l e  a r e  s o m e ­

w h a t  s c a n t y ,  b u t  s o m e  r e a d e r  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  s u p p l y  

f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n .

H e  s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  S p e c i a l  R e s e r v e ,  a n d  w a s  c o m ­

m i s s i o n e d  i n t o  t h e  R e g i m e n t  i n  1 9 1 1 .

H e  b e c a m e  a  L i e u t e n a n t  i n  M a y  1 9 1 4  a n d ,  w h e n  w a r  

w a s  d e c l a r e d  o n  A u g u s t  4  t h a t  y 'e a r ,  h e  w e n t  o v e r s e a s  

w i t h  t h e  4 t h  B a t t a l i o n .  W h i l s t  f i g h t i n g  w i t h  t h a t  B a t ­

t a l i o n  a t  M o n s  h e  w a s  c a p t u r e d  o n  A u g u s t  2 3 ,  i 9 I 4 > a n c ^

s p e n t  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  w h o l e  o f  t h e  w a r  i n  c a p t i v i t y .  H e  

w a s  r e l e a s e d  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 8 ,  1 9 1 8 .

A f t e r  t h e  w a r  h e  s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  3 r d  B a t t a l i o n  i n  

t h e  B r i t i s h  A r m y  o f  O c c u p a t i o n  o n  t h e  R h i n e  u n t i l  1 9 2 2 ,  

w h e n  h e  r e t i r e d  a n d  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R e g u l a r  

A r m y  R e s e r v e  o f  O f f i c e r s .

O n  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  1 9 3 9 - 4 5  W a r  h e  w a s  r e c a l l e d  

a n d  b e c a m e  S t a f f  C a p t a i n  a t  A l d e r s h o t  C o m m a n d .  H e  

s e r v e d  u n t i l  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 4 7  w h e n ,  h a v i n g  e x c e e d e d  t h e  

a g e  l i m i t ,  h e  c e a s e d  t o  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  R e s e r v e .

T h e  n e w s  o f  h i s  d e a t h  w a s  g i v e n  b y  h i s  s o n ,  C a p t .  

H .  C .  D r u c e ,  w h o  s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  R e g i m e n t  i n  t h e  

1 9 3 9 - 4 5  W a r ,  a n d  w a s  a w a r d e d  a  D . S . O .  H e  n o w  l i v e s  

i n  C a n a d a .

R . Q . M . S .  W .  J .  H a l l

W i l l i a m  J o h n  H a l l  d i e d  o n  M a y  I I ,  1 9 6 1 ,  a g e d  8 3  

y e a r s .

H e  w 'a s  b o r n  o n  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,  i 8 7 9 < an < ^ w a s  a  g r a n d ­

s o n  o f  S e r g e a n t - M a j o r  F a l l o n ,  o f  t h e  5 7 t h  F o o t ,  w h o  w a s  

k i l l e d  a t  S e b a s t o p o l  i n  1 8 5 5 .

A s  a  b o y  h e  w e n t  t o  t h e  R o y a l  H i b e r n i a n  M i l i t a r y  

S c h o o l  i n  D u b l i n ,  f r o m  w h i c h  h e  e n l i s t e d  i n t o  t h e  R e g i ­

m e n t  a s  a  t a i l o r  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  1 4 .  H e  w a s  p o s t e d  t o  t h e  

1  s t  B a t t a l i o n  a n d  s e r v e d  w 'i t h  i t  i n  G i b r a l t a r  f r o m  1 8 9 3  

t o  1 8 9 5 ,  A l d e r s h o t  1 8 9 5 - 9 6 ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a  1 8 9 6 - 9 8 ,  a n d  

I n d i a  f r o m  1 8 9 8  u n t i l  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  5 t h  ( M i l i t i a )  B a t ­

t a l i o n  l a t e r ,  a s  a  C o r p o r a l  i n s t r u c t o r .

H e  w e n t  t o  t h e  T r a n s v a a l  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 0 2 ,  a n d  w a s  

p r o m o t e d  S e r g e a n t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  m o n t h .  .A f t e r  t h e  

B o e r  W a r  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  2 n d  B a t t a l i o n ,  w h e r e  h e  r e ­

m a i n e d  u n t i l  J u l y ,  1 9 1 4 ,  w h e n  h e  w a s  p o s t e d  t o  t h e  

H o m e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  p r i o r  t o  d i s c h a r g e .  B e f o r e ,  h o w  ­

e v e r ,  h i s  d i s c h a r g e  c o u l d  b e  c o m p l e t e d ,  t h e  F i r s t  \ \  o r l d  

W a r  b r o k e  o u t  a n d  h e  w a s  s e n t  t o  j o i n  t h e  5 t h  ( M i l i t i a )  

B a t t a l i o n  a t  C h a t h a m  a s  a n  a c t i n g  C . S . M .  W h i l s t  t h e r e  

h e  r e - e n l i s t e d  o n  a  f r e s h  e n g a g e m e n t  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  w a r .  T r a n s f e r r i n g  a t  o n c e  t o  t h e  1 3 t h  ( S e r v i c e )  

B a t t a l i o n  h e  s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e m  i n  F r a n c e  u n t i l  h i s  f i n a l  

d i s c h a r g e  i n  1 9 1 9  w  i t h  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  R . Q . M . S .

A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h i s  f r i e n d ,  C . S . M .  D o r r i c o t ,  h e  

m a r r i e d  t h e  w i d o w .
D u r i n g  h i s  s e r v i c e  h e  w a s  a  B a t t a l i o n  f o o t b a l l e r ,  

s c h o o l m a s t e r ,  p a y m a s t e r ,  m u s k e t r y  a n d  b a y o n e t -  

f i g h t i n g  i n s t r u c t o r .
H e  w a s  i n  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Q u e e n  s  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

m e d a l  w i t h  t h r e e  b a r s ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  S e r v i c e  a n d  V i c t o r y  

m e d a l s  o f  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r ,  a n d  t h e  L o n g  S e r v i c e  

a n d  g o o d  C o n d u c t  m e d a l .

C  S g t .  G .  A l l i s o n

I n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  a b o v e - n a m e d ,  

l a t e  o f  t h e  4 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  d i e d  o n  M a y  2 2 ,  1 9 6 1 .

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  f o u g h t  a t  M o n s  o n  A u g u s t  

2 3 ,  1 9 1 4 ,  n o  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  h i m  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  

a v a i l a b l e .

C  S g t .  H .  W .  M i l l e r

H e n r y  W i l l i a m  M i l l e r  d i e d  o n  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  

a t  K n e b w o r t h .  H e r t s . ,  a g e d  7 9 ,  a f t e r  a  l o n g  i l l n e s s .

H e  j o i n e d  t h e  2 n d  B a t t a l i o n  i n  1 9 0 0  a n d  s e r v e d  i n  

t h e  B o e r  W a r .  H e  a l s o  s e r v e d  a t  t h e  D e p o t  a n d  a g a i n  

w i t h  t h e  2 n d  B a t t a l i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 1 4 - 1 8  W a r .  O n  l e a v i n g
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t h e  A r m y  h e  b e c a m e  t h e  v i l l a g e  p o s t m a n  a t  K n e b w o r t h  

a n d  a n  a c t i v e  m e m b e r  i n  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y  a t  S t e v e n ­

a g e .  F o r  m a n y  y e a r s  h e  w a s  t h e  c a r e t a k e r  a t  K n e b w o r t h  

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h .

I n  t h e  1 9 3 9 - 4 5  W a r  h e  w a s  a  d r i l l  i n s t r u c t o r  i n  t h e  

l o c a l  H o m e  G u a r d .

H i s  f u n e r a l  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  K n e b w o r t h  o n  S e p t e m b e r  

2 7 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  a n d  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  M a j o r  E .  L .  H e v w o o d  

a n d  M a j o r  R .  W .  J .  S m i t h ,  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f

t h e  R e g i m e n t .
A  s p e c i a l  t r i b u t e  t o  h i s  m e m o r y  w a s  p a i d  a t  h i s  

f u n e r a l  b y  a n  o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y  a n d  t h e  

M i n i s t e r  w h o  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  S e r v i c e .

D r u m - M a j o r  R .  B .  F l a t m a n ,  D . C . M .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o t i c e  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  f r o m  T h e  
K e n s in g to n ,  b y  k i n d  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  E d i t o r :

B o b  F l a t m a n  d i e d  a t  R a m s g a t e  i n  M a y  1 9 6 1 .

H e  w a s  a  r e g u l a r  s o l d i e r  a n d  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  

2 , 1 3  t h  L o n d o n  R e g i m e n t  i n  1 9 1 8  w h e n  t h e  2 1 0 t h  

M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t ,  w i t h  w h i c h  u n i t  h e  w o n  t h e

D . C . M . , w a s  d i s b a n d e d  i n  P a l e s t i n e .

W h e n  t h e  1 3 t h  L o n d o n  R e g i m e n t  w a s  r e - f o r m e d  

i n  1 9 2 0  h e  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  a  P . S . I .  f r o m  t h e  M i d d l e s e x  

R e g i m e n t .

S g t .  J .  H .  Q  j i c k

J o h n  H e n r y  Q u i c k  d i e d  i n  h i s  s l e e p  o n  A u g u s t  2 9 ,  

1 9 6 1 ,  a g e d  5 5  y e a r s ,  a n d  w a s  b u r i e d  o n  S e p t e m b e r  1 ,  

a t  H o v e .
H e  w a s  b o r n  i n  i 9 ° 6 >  a  s o n  o f  B a r n e y  Q u i c k ,  w h o  

s e r v e d  i n  t h e  B o e r  W a r  w i t h  t h e  2 n d  B a t t a l i o n ,  a n d  l a t e r  

w i t h  t h e  3 r d  a n d  4 t h  B a t t a l i o n s  a s  t h e i r  P i o n e e r  S e r g e a n t .

H e  e n l i s t e d  a t  M i l l  H i l l  o n  M a y  7 ,  1 9 2 5 .  t o  b e ,  a s  h e  

s a i d ,  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  A l b u h e r a  D a y  C e l e b r a t i o n s .

D u r i n g  t h e  S i n o - J a p a n e s e  t r o u b l e  i n  1 9 2 7  h e  w e n t  

w i t h  t h e  1  s t  B a t t a l i o n  t o  C h i n a  a n d ,  f r o m  t h e r e ,  j o i n e d  

t h e  2 n d  B a t t a l i o n  a t  A h m e d n a g a r  i n  O c t o b e r  o f  t h e  s a m e  

y e a r ,  a s  a  R e g i m e n t a l  p i o n e e r .  H e  m o v e d  w i t h  t h e  

B a t t a l i o n  t o  M a d r a s  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  1 9 2 8 ,  a n d  a g a i n  t o  

K h a r t o u m  i n  A p r i l ,  1 9 3 1 -  V e r Y  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  

a t  K h a r t o u m  h e  w a s  p r o m o t e d  t o  P i o n e e r  C o r p o r a l  a n d  

w a s  p u t  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  P i o n e e r ’ s  S h o p ,  s i n c e  t h e  

P i o n e e r  S e r g e a n t  h a d  r e v e r t e d  t o  t h e  H o m e  E s t a b l i s h -  

m e n t  f o r  d i s c h a r g e .  I n  t h i s  c a p a c i t y  h e  w a s  a  c o m p l e t e  

s u c c e s s  a n d  h i s  e v e n t u a l  p r o m o t i o n  t o  P i o n e e r  S e r g e a n t  

w a s  b a c k - d a t e d  t o  A p r i l  2 3 ,  I 9 3 1 -

I n  D e c e m b e r ,  1 9 3 1 ,  h e  c a m e  h o m e  w i t h  t h e  2 n d  

B a t t a l i o n  a n d  r e m a i n e d  o n  t h e  H o m e  E s t a b l i s h m e n t  u n t i l  

J 9 3 7  w ’h e n  h e  w a s  p o s t e d  t o  t h e  1 s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  w h i c h  h a d  

r e c e n t l y  m o v e d  f r o m  S i n g a p o r e  t o  H o n g  K o n g .  I n  

H o n g  K o n g  h e  b e c a m e  a  v e r y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  y a c h t s m a n  

a n d  s p e n t  a l m o s t  a l l  h i s  s p a r e  t i m e  a t  s e a ,  e i t h e r  r a c i n g  o r  

f i s h i n g .
O n  C h r i s t m a s  D a y ,  I 9 4 C  w h e n  t h e  J a p a n e s e  t o o k  

H o n g  K o n g ,  h e  w a s  m a d e  a  p r i s o n e r  o f  w a r  w i t h  t h e  

r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  1 s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  

s u f f e r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  h i s  c a p t o r s .  H e  

w a s  o n  b o a r d  t h e  L is b o n  M a r u  w h e n  s h e  w a s  s u n k  b y  a  

J a p a n e s e  s u b m a r i n e  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  l o s s  o f  l i f e .

H e  r e t u r n e d  h o m e  i n  J a n u a r y , ,  1 9 4 6 ,  h a v i n g  b e e n  

r e l e a s e d  a s  a  p r i s o n e r  o f  w a r ,  t o  s u f f e r  a  g r e a t  b l o w  t o  h i s  

d o m e s t i c  h a p p i n e s s .  S u c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  w a s  h i s  c h a r a c t e r ,

t h a t  h e  f o u g h t  a n d  w o n  t h i s  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  a d v e r s i t y ,  

a n d  r e - m a r r i e d  h a p p i l y .

A f t e r  l e a v i n g  t h e  a r m y  h i s  g r e a t  h o b b y  b e c a m e  s e a  

f i s h i n g ,  i n  w h i c h  h e  i n d u l g e d  f r e e l y  f r o m  h i s  h o m e  a t  

H o v e .

H e  s e r v e d  a c t i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  R e g i m e n t  f o r  n e a r l y  2 1  i  

y e a r s ,  o f  w h i c h  o v e r  1 4  y e a r s  w e r e  s p e n t  i n  t h e  E a s t .  

H e  w a s  a  “  D i e - H a r d  ”  t h r o u g h  a n d  t h r o u g h ,  a n d  o n e  o f  

t h o s e  r a r e  m e n  o f  w h o m  n o  o n e  s p o k e  i l l .  H e  h a d  a  

d e l i g h t f u l  p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  w i l l  b e  m u c h  m i s s e d  b y  a  h o s t  

o f  f r i e n d s  h e  h a s  l e f t  b e h i n d  t o  m o u r n  h i s  l o s s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  d e a t h  a n d  d e t a i l s  o f  

t h e  f u n e r a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  w e r e  r e c e i v e d  t o o  l a t e  f o r  th e  

R e g i m e n t  t o  s e n d  e i t h e r  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o r  a  f lo r a l  

t r i b u t e .

S g t .  W .  D .  F o x ,  D . C . M .

W i l l i a m  D a v i d  F o x  d i e d  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  

a g e d  7 9 .

H e  e n l i s t e d  i n t o  t h e  R e g i m e n t  o n  M a r c h  2 0 ,  1 9 0 1 ,  a n d  

s e r v e d  w i t h  i t  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  I n d i a  a n d  F r a n c e .

I n  A p r i l  1 9 1 9  h e  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  R o y a l  F u s i l i e r s  

a n d  s e r v e d  w i t h  a  s p e c i a l  u n i t  o f  t h a t  R e g i m e n t  i n  N o r t h  

R u s s i a .  I t  w a s  w h i l s t  s e r v i n g  w i t h  t h i s  u n i t  t h a t  h e  w a s  

a w a r d e d  t h e  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  C o n d u c t  M e d a l .

H e  w a s  f i n a l l y  d i s c h a r g e d  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 1 9 .

H i s  f u n e r a l  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  K e n s a l  G r e e n  o n  O c t o b e r  7 ,  

1 9 6 1 ,  a n d  w a s  a t t e n d e d  b y  M a j o r  E .  L .  H e y  w o o d ,  o n  

b e h a l f  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t .

S g t .  W .  H o o k ,  D . C . M . ,  M . M .

I n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  a b o v e - n a m e d  

d i e d  o n  A p r i l  2 9 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  a g e d  8 6  y e a r s .

H e  s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  i s t  B a t t a l i o n  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 9 1 4 ,  a n d  

w a s  a t  M o n s .

N o  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  a v a i l a b l e .

C p l .  E .  N .  R o s c o e

E d w a r d  N e w b y  R o s c o e  d i e d  e a r l y  l a s t  O c t o b e r  a n d  

w a s  c r e m a t e d  o n  O c t o b e r  1 0  ^ t  H e n d o n  P a r k  

C r e m a t o r i u m .

H i s  s e r v i c e  w a s  s p e n t  w i t h  t h e  i s t  B a t t a l i o n ,  i n  w h i c h  

h e  w a s  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  e m p l o y e d  a s  b a t m a n ,  g r o o m  

a n d  s i g n a l l e r .
H e  s e r v e d  i n  G e r m a n y ,  U p p e r  S i l e s i a  a n d  C h i n a ,  

t r a n s f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  A r m y  R e s e r v e  i n  1 9 2 7 .

M a j o r  R .  W .  J .  S m i t h ,  m . b .e ., a t t e n d e d  t h e  f u n e r a l  as 

t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t .

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E
9 0  Q u e e n  S t r e e t ,

M e l b o u r n e  C . I . ,  V i c t o r i a ,  

A u s t r a l i a .

S e p t e m b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 6 1 .

D e a r  S i r ,
I  a m  a n  e x - M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t  S e r g e a n t ,  h a v i n g  

s e r v e d  1 4  y e a r s  w i t h  t h e  R e g i m e n t ,  t h e  i s t  a n d  2 n d  

B a t t a l i o n s  i n  E n g l a n d ,  S i n g a p o r e  a n d  H o n g  K o n g ,  a n d  

E u r o p e ,  b o t h  i n  p e a c e  a n d  w a r .

I  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  p r o u d  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t  a n d  i ts  

a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  w o u l d  s t i l l  l i k e  t o  k e e p  in
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t o u c h ,  a n d  w o u l d  b e  g r a t e f u l  i f  y o u  w o u l d  s e n d  m e  t h e  

m o n t h l y  m a g a z i n e  D ie - H a r d .
I w i s h  t o  s e n d  m y  k i n d e s t  r e g a r d s  t o  a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r s  

a n d  m e n  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t  a n d  D e p o t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h o s e  

w i t h  w h o m  I  s e r v e d  i n  m y  o l d  B a t t a l i o n  ( i s t )  a n d  w h o  

m a y  s t i l l  b e  s e r v i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  o l d  M i d d l e s e x  

R e g i m e n t  m e n  i n  V i c t o r i a  a n d  t h e y  a s k  m e  t o  p a s s  o n  

t h e i r  r e g a r d s .

T h a n k i n g  y o u  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n .

I  a m ,

Y o u r s  t r u l y ,

( S i g n e d  W .  J .  S .  D e e .

( 6 5 8 4 8 8 0  S g t . )

R e m e m b r a n c e  D a y ,

A n n o  D o m i n i ,  1 9 6 1

S i r ,

W e  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  B a t t a l i o n  h a v e  t a k e n  t h i s  l i b e r t y  o f  

w r i t i n g  t o  t h a n k  y o u  m o s t  s i n c e r e l y  f o r  y o u r  g r e a t  

k i n d n e s s  i n  g i v i n g  u s  t h a t  b e a u t i f u l  C h a p l e t  a n d  B a d g e  

f r o m  t h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t  t o  p l a c e  o n  o u r  M e m o r i a l  

i n  t h e  P a r i s h  C h u r c h  o f  S t .  L e o n a r d s ,  S h o r e d i t c h ,  a n d  

w e  a l s o  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  M a j o r  R i c h a r d  S m i t h ,  t h e  

R e g i m e n t a l  H i s t o r i a n  f o r  v i s i t i n g  o u r  B a t t a l i o n ' s  

M e m o r i a l  a n d  f o r  h i s  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  2 0 t h .  W e  

k n o w  w e  h a v e  t h e  w i s h  o f  t h e  w h o l e  B a t t a l i o n  t h a t  w a s ,  

in  s e n d i n g  y o u  t h i s  h u m b l e  l e t t e r  o f  a p p r e c i a t i o n  w i t h  

o u r  g r a t e f u l  t h a n k s .

Y o u r s  i n  R e m e m b r a n c e ,  

R e g i m e n t a l  s i g n a l l e r s  o f  2 0 t h ,

F .  R o g e r s

F .  B a r c l a y  

W .  C .  G i l l s o n  

E d w a r d  W .  H .  W e s t .

1  E l s t r e e  H i l l  N o r t h ,

E l s t r e e ,

H e r t s .

2 8 t h  N o v e m b e r ,  1 9 6 1

D e a r  S i r ,

T h e  p h o t o g r a p h  o n  p a g e  3 8  o f  t h e  "  D i e - H a r d s  

J o u r n a l  f o r  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 6 1 ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  u n u s u a l  e v e n t  

o f  h a v i n g  t h r e e  s t a n d s  o f  C o l o u r s  o n  p a r a d e ,  r e m i n d s  m e  

o f  a n  i n c i d e n t  i n  t h e  a n c e s t o r  u n i t  o f  m y  o l d  B a t t a l i o n ,  

t h e  7 t h ,  i n  w h i c h  I  h a d  t h e  h o n o u r  t o  s e r v e  f o r  m a n y  

y e a r s .

O n e  o f  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  i s t  

V o l u n t e e r  B a t t a l i o n ,  T h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t .  w a s  

w h e n  I ,  a s  a  b o y  o f  e i g h t  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  l i v i n g  i n  H i g h g a t e  

V i l l a g e ,  s a w  m y  f i r s t  m i l i t a r y  f u n e r a l .  I  c a n  r e c a l l  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  d e t a c h m e n t s  o f  V o l u n t e e r s  f r o m  H i g h g a t e ,  

H a m p s t e a d ,  H o r n s e y ,  E n f i e l d  a n d  o t h e r s  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  

f r o m  t h e  C i t y  R i f l e  V o l u n t e e r s ,  f o r m i n g  u p  a t  N o r t h f i e l d  

H a l l ,  N o r t h  R o a d ,  f o r  t h e  f u n e r a l  o f  t h e  H o n .  C o l o n e l ,  

C o l .  J o s i a h  W i l k i n s o n ,  w h o  d i e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 0 3 .

M a n y  y e a r s  h a v e  p a s s e d  s i n c e  t h e n ,  b u t  w h a t  I  h a d  

s e e n  b r i n g s  b a c k  t h a t  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s i o n ,  t h e  

b a n d s ,  d r u m s  a n d  f i f e s ,  b u g l e r s ,  a n d  V o l u n t e e r s  i n  

s c a r l e t  a n d  b r a i d e d  u n i f o r m s  a n d  s p i k e d  h e l m e t s .  T h e

g u n - c a r r i a g e  d r a w n  b y  t h e  n o b l e  l o o k i n g  h o r s e s ,  t h e  

P i o n e e r s  w i t h  t h e i r  v e r y  b r i g h t l y  p o l i s h e d  a x e s ,  s p a d e s  

a n d  t u r f i n g  t o o l s .  I  b e l i e v e  i t  w a s  t h a t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

P i o n e e r s  t h a t  a t t r a c t e d  m y  a t t e n t i o n  m o s t ,  a l t h o u g h  o n e  

o f  t h e  V o l u n t e e r s ,  M r .  C .  E .  S a u n d e r s ,  a  m a r k s m a n  o f  

m a n y  y e a r s  s t a n d i n g ,  w o r e  m a n y  l a r g e  b a d g e s  o n  t h e  

s l e e v e  o f  h i s  t u n i c ,  w h i c h  w e r e  v e r y  o u t s t a n d i n g  a t  t h a t  

t i m e .  T h e  p r o c e s s i o n  p r o c e e d e d  a t  a  s l o w  m a r c h  

t o w a r d s  S t .  M i c h a e l ’ s  C h u r c h  w h e r e  t h e  s e r v i c e  w a s  

h e l d .

I  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  a  s m a l l  n u m b e r  w h o  t o o k  p a r t  

a s  V o l u n t e e r s  a l i v e  t o d a y  w h o  c a n  p e r h a p s  g i v e  f u l l e r  

d e t a i l s .
Y o u r s  f a i t h f u l l y ,

R .  H .  F e r g u s o n .

c  o  B a r c l a y s  B a n k ,  D . C . O . ,  

A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t ,

C a p e  T o w n ,

S o u t h  A f r i c a .

N o v e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 6 1 .

T h e  E d i t o r ,

“  D i e - H a r d s  ”  J o u r n a l ,

E d g w a r e ,

M i d d l e s e x .

D e a r  S i r ,

I  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  i s s u e  o f  t h e  

“  D i e - H a r d s  ”  J o u r n a l  a n d ,  a s  u s u a l ,  r e a d  i t  w i t h  c o n ­

s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t .

A s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  9 t h  B a t t a l i o n  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  

R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  n e w rs  f r o m  t h a t  b r a n c h  h a s  

b e e n  c o n s p i c u o u s  b y  i t s  a b s e n c e  f o r  a  l o n g  t i m e  a n d  it  

w o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  a p p e a r  t h a t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  

a n d  a m a l g a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  T . A .  U n i t s  a n d  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  

t h e  H e a d q u a r t e r s  f r o m  K i n g s b u r y  t o  E d g w a r e ,  m e m b e r s  

a r e  b e c o m i n g  l e s s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  O . C . A .  B r a n c h  

a c t i v i t i e s  a n d ,  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  r e d u c e d  n u m b e r s  a t t e n d i n g  

t h e  a n n u a l  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g  a n d  d i n n e r ,  t h i s  w o u l d  

c e r t a i n l y  a p p e a r  t o  b e  t h e  c a s e .

I t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e  9 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  i n  c o m m o n  

w i t h  o t h e r  T . A .  U n i t s ,  h a s  n o w  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  

d e p r i v e d  o f  i t s  i d e n t i t y ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  w a s  

i n e v i t a b l e  a n d  u n a v o i d a b l e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s u c h  a  c h a n g e  

s h o u l d  n o t  c a u s e  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  a p a t h y  a m o n g  m e m b e r s  

o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n .

I t  i s  t o  b e  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  r e c e n t  l e t t e r  c i r c u l a t e d  b y  

t h e  h o n .  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  9 t h  B a t t a l i o n  B r a n c h  t o  m e m ­

b e r s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  d e s i r e d  e f f e c t  a n d  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  i s  

n o t  t o o  f a r  d i s t a n t  w h e n  t h e  b r a n c h  w i l l ,  o n c e  a g a i n ,  

b e c o m e  m o r e  a c t i v e  a n d  t h a t  m o r e  n e w s  o f  m e m b e r s  a n d  

t h e  b r a n c h  g e n e r a l l y  w i l l  a p p e a r  i n  f u t u r e  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  

J o u r n a l .

I  a m  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  o u r  h o n .  s e c r e t a r y  w i l l  d o  a l l  h e  

p o s s i b l y  c a n  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  o b j e c t .

Y o u r s  f a i t h f u l l y ,

H .  G .  E d e n ,

E x - 9 t h  B a t t a l i o n  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t

D . C . O .  ( T . A . ) .
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I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  i n  A u g u s t ,  b e f o r e  t h e  

a r t i c l e  o n  C a p t .  “  D o c h e r t y  ”  T a y l o r  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  

J o u r n a l ,  a n  e x - o f f i c e r  o f  t h e  5 t h  ( M i l i t i a )  B a t t a l i o n ,  w h o  

w i s h e s  t o  r e m a i n  a n o n y m o u s ,  w r o t e  o f  h i m  i n  t h e s e  

w o r d s :
“ A n d  n o w  o f  a n o t h e r  w h o  d e s e r v e s  m u c h  f r o m  h i s  

R e g i m e n t ,  v i z .  S e r g e a n t - M a j o r  T a y l o r ,  n o w  C a p t a i n .

“  I  h a v e  o f t e n  r e v i s u a l i s e d  T a y l o r ,  l e a n ,  w e l l -  

p r o p o r t i o n e d ,  e r e c t ,  c l e a r - e y e d ,  s t r i c t ,  w i t h  a  h u g e  

g o l d e n  m o u s t a c h e ;  a n d  h e  h a d  o n e  o f  t h e  f i n e s t  

w o r d s  o f  c o m m a n d  I  h a d  e v e r  h e a r d ,  a n d  I  h a d  h e a r d  

a  g r e a t  n u m b e r  . . .

“  I  n e v e r  o n c e  s a w  h i m  b e h a v e ,  e v e n  t o  t h e  r a w e s t  

r e c r u i t  ( a n d  t h e y  w e r e ,  p o o r  c h a p s ,  v e r y  r a w )  i n  a n y  

b u t  a  t e m p e r a t e  w a y ,  n o  s h o u t i n g ,  n o  b a d  l a n g u a g e ,  

n o  t h r e a t s ;  b y  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  e x a m p l e  h e  n o t  

o n l y  g o t  t h e  r e s u l t s  h e  a i m e d  a t ,  b u t  I  a m  c o n v i n c e d  h e  

h a d  t h e i r  g r e a t  r e s p e c t  a n d  r e l i a n c e ,  a n d  e v e n  a f f e c ­

t i o n :  h e  c e r t a i n l y  h a d  m i n e .

“  I f  h e  d i d  a s  m u c h  g o o d  i n  p r i v a t e  l i f e  a s  h e  d i d  

w h e n  s o l d i e r i n g ,  h e  i s  i n d e e d  t o  b e  e n v i e d . ”

T h i s  s a m e  p e r s o n  w r i t e s ,  a l s o ,  i n  m o s t  g l o w i n g  t e r m s  

o f  C . S . M .  R o s a m  ( “ A ”  C o m p a n y ,  5 t h  ( M i l i t i a )  

B a t t a l i o n ) .
“  ‘ A ’  C o m p a n y  w a s  a l w a y s  t o p  o f  t h e  t r e e ,  d u e  t o  

a  m o s t  w o n d e r f u l  C . S . M . — R o s a m ,  w h o  w a s  n o t  o n l y  

a  c h a r a c t e r  i n  a l l  r e s p e c t s ,  b u t  a n  i n c e n t i v e  t o  o n e  a n d  

a l l  i n  t h e  C o m p a n y ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  f o r  t h e  B a t t a l i o n  

a n d  R e g i m e n t  a s  a  w h o l e . ”

S p e a k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  r e c r u i t s  a t  t h a t  t i m e  h e  s a y s :

" . . .  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e m  w e r e  t r u e  C o c k n e y s ,  

a s  p l u c k y  a s  t h e  d e v i l ,  a n d  g i v e n  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  a n d  

a  l e a d  d i d  t h e i r  b e s t ,  w h i c h  w a s  v e r y  v e r y  g o o d .  A n d  

t h i s  i s  w h e r e  a  m a n  l i k e  R o s a m  s h o n e ,  h e  w a s  th e  
e x a m p l e ,  a n d  a l s o  t h e i r  f a t h e r ;  a n d  y e t  o n e  w h o  w a s  

a b l e  t o  m i x  u t t e r  d i s c i p l i n e  w i t h  d e e p  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

a  v e r y  r a r e  g i f t . ”

6 5  R o s s l y n  H i l l ,  

H a m p s t e a d ,

L o n d o n ,  N . W . 3 .

S e p te m b e r  2 1 ,  1 9 6 1 .

D e a r  E d i t o r ,
I n  s e n d i n g  y o u  y o u r  c o p y  o f  t h e  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  

R o y a l  S o l d i e r s ’  D a u g h t e r s ’  S c h o o l  f o r  i 9 6 0  m a y  I  d r a w  

y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a  r e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i c h  h a s  m a d e  

o u r  s c h o o l  f i n a n c i a l l y  m o r e  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  t h e  s e r v i n g  

s o l d i e r .
A r m y  p a r e n t s  w i t h  d a u g h t e r s  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  c a n  n o w  

d r a w  S e r v i c e  E d u c a t i o n  A l l o w a n c e  a t  b o a r d i n g - s c h o o l  

r a t e s .  T h i s  a m o u n t s  a t  p r e s e n t  t o  £ 1 5 0  p e r  a n n u m  f o r  

o n e  c h i l d  ( r i s i n g  t o  £ 1 8 6  f o r  t h e  t h i r d  c h i l d )  a n d  t h e  

a l l o w a n c e  i s  f r e e  o f  i n c o m e  t a x  t o  s o l d i e r s  s e r v i n g  o v e r ­

s e a s .  B y  s e t t i n g  t h e s e  s u m s  o f f  a g a i n s t  t h e  s c h o o l  f e e s —  

f o r  s e r v i c e  p a r e n t s  t h e s e  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  £ 6 2  p e r  t e r m  

i t  w i l l  b e  s e e n  t h a t  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  c a n  b e  

o b t a i n e d  a t  v e r y  l o w  c o s t .  C h i l d r e n  o f  e x - s o l d i e r s  a r e  

c h a r g e d  s p e c i a l  r a t e s .
T h e  g i r l s ,  o f  w h o m  t h e  s c h o o l  c a n  t a k e  u p  t o  i o o ,  

a t t e n d  a s  d a y  p u p i l s  t h e  H a m p s t e a d  P a r o c h i a l  S c h o o l  

( 5 - 1 1  y e a r s )  o r  H a v e r s t o c k  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l  ( o v e r  

1 1  y e a r s ) .
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A n y t h i n g  y o u  c a n  d o  t o  m a k e  t h e  s c h o o l  b e t t e r  k n o w n  

t o  y o u r  r e a d e r s  w o u l d  b e  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d  b y  th e  

g o v e r n o r s .

Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y ,

C .  J .  G .  D a l t o n , M a j . - G e n .

C h a ir m a n , R o y a l  S o ld ie r s ' D a u g h te r s ' S c h o o l.

A  H O M E  O F  Y O U R  O W N

T a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  n e w  A r m y  H o u s e  P u r c h a s e  

S c h e m e  e s p e c i a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  m a k e  i t  p o s s i b l e  fo r  

s o l d i e r s  t o  a c q u i r e  a  h o u s e  i m m e d i a t e l y  o n  l e a v i n g  th e  

S e r v i c e .  T h i s  s c h e m e  i s  e x p l a i n e d  i n  d e t a i l  i n  th e  

p a m p h l e t  “  S a v e  w h i l e  y o u  S e r v e . ”

Y o u  k n o w  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  o b t a i n i n g  a  c o u n c i l  h o u s e  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l o n g  w a i t i n g  l i s t s ,  a n d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

o f t e n  c a u s e d  t h r o u g h  l i v i n g  w i t h  r e l a t i v e s  o r  i n  r o o m s  

u n t i l  a  h o u s e  d o e s  b e c o m e  a v a i l a b l e .  I n d e e d  i n  s o m e  

a r e a s  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  w a i t i n g  l i s t s  a r e  s o  l o n g  t h a t  y o u  

m a y  n e v e r  b e  o f f e r e d  a  c o u n c i l  h o u s e  a t  a l l .

T h e  A r m y  h a s  o b t a i n e d  s p e c i a l  t e r m s  f r o m  m a n y  

B u i l d i n g  S o c i e t i e s  f o r  s o l d i e r  s a v e r s  w h e r e b y  p u r c h a s e  

o f  y o u r  o w n  h o u s e  b e c o m e s  n o t  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  b u t  a 

c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s i m p l e  m a t t e r .

H o w  y o u  c a n  b u y  a  h o u s e  c o s t i n g  £ 2 , 0 0 0

D e p o s it  L e g a l  E x p e n se s  T o ta l  Required
£ 4 0 0  £ 1 0 0  £ 5 0 0

1  o s .  a  w e e k  s a v e d  w h i l e  y o u  s e r v e  1 2

y e a r s  a m o u n t s  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  t o  . . • ■ £ 3 9 4  0 0

Y o u r  g r a t u i t y  a f t e r  1 2  y e a r s ’  s e r v i c e  i s  . . £ 1 3 °  0 0

T o t a l  a v a i l a b l e  £ 5 2 4  0  0

H o w  y o u  c a n  b u y  a  h o u s e  c o s t i n g  £ 3 , 0 0 0

D e p o s it  L e g a l  E x p e n se s  T o ta l  R equired

£ 6 0 0  £ 1 3 °  £ 7 3 °

1 5 s .  a  w e e k  s a v e d  w h i l e  y o u  s e r v e  1 2  y e a r s

a m o u n t s  w i t h  i n t e r e s t  t o  . . • • £ 5 9 °  0  0

Y o u r  g r a t u i t y  a f t e r  1 2  y e a r s ’  s e r v i c e  i s  . .  £ 1 3 °  0  0

T o t a l  a v a i l a b l e  £ 7 2 0  o  0

I n  b o t h  c a s e s  y o u  w o u l d  p a y  b a c k  t h e  b a l a n c e  o w in g  

o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  1 5  o r  2 0  y e a r s  b u t  t h e  h o u s e  w o u l d  be 

y o u r  o w n  p r o p e r t y .  A f t e r  t h i s  p e r i o d  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  

n o  f u r t h e r  p a y m e n t s  t o  m a k e  o t h e r  t h a n  a b o u t  £ 1  p ? r 

w e e k  f o r  r a t e s  a n d  t a x e s  p l u s  5 s .  o r  7 s .  6 d .  p e r  w e e k  

u p k e e p .  Y o u  t h e n  h a v e  a  r e a l  a s s e t  a n d  y o u r  f a m i l y  w ill 

n e v e r  b e  w i t h o u t  a  h o m e  o f  t h e i r  o w n .

I f  y o u  w a n t  t o  m o v e  f r o m  o n e  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  to 

a n o t h e r  y o u  c a n  a l w a y s  s e l l  y o u r  h o u s e  a n d  b u y  a n o t h e r  

o n e .  I f  y o u  r e n t  a  h o u s e  y o u  w i l l  p a y  o n  a n  a v e r a g e  ¿3 
a  w e e k  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  y o u r  l i f e  w i t h  n o t h i n g  t o  s h o w  for 

i t  a t  t h e  e n d .
T h e  l o n g e r  y o u  s e r v e  t h e  m o r e  y o u  w i l l  s a v e  a n d  the 

l e s s  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t o  b o r r o w  a n d  p a y  b a c k .

J O I N  T H E  A R M Y  H O U S E  P U R C H A S E  S C H E M E  

N O W  A N D  S O L V E  A L L  Y O U R  H O U S I N G  

P R O B L E M S  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E

^Jh e  - ^ J J a r c ll 1 0 t

t h e  r e g i m e n t a l  a s s o c i a t i o n

The M iddlesex Regim ent u 4 (D uke o f  Cambridge’s Own)

H e a d q u a r te r s : T . A .  C e n t r e ,  D e a n s b r o o k  R o a d ,  E d g w a r e ,  M i d d l e s e x .  

P r e s id e n t:  B r i g a d i e r  J .  E .  F .  W i l l o u g h b y ,  o.B.E.

C h a ir m a n :  L t . - C o l .  G .  L .  F o x ,  T.D., d .l .

V ic e -c h a ir m a n :

S e c r e ta r y :  C o l .  F .  W a l d e n .

B R A N C H E S

B ra n ch

E a l i n g

E n f i e l d  

H o n g  K o n g

H o r n s e y

H o u n s l o w

M i l l  H i l l . .  

U x b r i d g e  

2 / 7 t h  B a t t a l i o n  

9 t h  B a t t a l i o n

1 2 t h  B a t t a l i o n  

H o m e  G u a r d

H o n . S e c r e ta r y

M r .  F .  H u t c h i n g s ,

2  L o n g h o o k  G a r d e n s ,

G r a n g e  E s t a t e ,

N o r t h o l t ,  M i d d l e s e x .

M a j o r  A .  T .  J o n e s ,  m .b .e ., t .d .,
4  M o r l e y  H i l l ,

E n f i e l d ,  M i d d l e s e x .

M a j o r  W .  T .  J .  L a n e ,  m .b .e ., 
H . Q . ,  R o y a l  H o n g  K o n g  D e ­

f e n c e  F o r c e ,

B . F . P . O . i .

M r .  C .  H o l d f o r d ,

T . A .  C e n t r e ,

P r i o r y  R o a d ,

H o r n s e y ,  N . 8 .

M r .  J .  C a s t r e e ,

2 0  H e l d m a n  C l o s e ,

H e a t h  R o a d ,

H o u n s l o w ,  M i d d l e s e x .

M r .  H .  H u l l ,  m .m .,
3 2  S h u t t l e w o r t h  R o a d ,  

B a t t e r s e a ,  S . W . n .

M r .  J .  R .  B e l l ,  m .b .e .,
8 8  H i g h  S t r e e t ,

U x b r i d g e ,  M i d d l e s e x .

M a j o r  R .  E .  R o b o t h a m ,  M . c . ,  t .d ., 
3 9  C y p r u s  A v e n u e ,

F i n c h l e y ,  N . 3 .

M r .  H .  J .  F i s h e r ,

1 8 0  P u r v e s  R o a d ,

K e n s a l  R i s e ,  N . W . 1 0 .

C a p t .  S .  R .  B o n n a m y ,

3  C l a r e m o n t  R o a d ,

E a l i n g ,  W . 1 3 .

M o n t h l y

M e e tin g s  

o n  2 n d  F r i d a y .

M o n t h l y ,  o n  1 s t  F r i d a y .

Q u a r t e r l y ,  u s u a l l y  

W e d n e s d a y .

M o n t h l y ,  o n  2 n d  F r i d a y .

M o n t h l y ,  o n  l a s t  S a t u r d a y .

F o u r  p e r  y e a r ,  a t  i r r e g u l a r  

i n t e r v a l s ,  p l u s  a n  a n n u a l  

d i n n e r .

Y e a r l y ,  o n  

O c t o b e r .

1  s t  F r i d a y  i n

M o n t h l y ,  o n  1 s t  F r i d a y .

T w o  p e r  y e a r ,  o n  1 s t  F r i d a y  

i n  M a y  a n d  N o v e m b e r .

P la c e

T .  A .  C e n t r e ,

C h u r c h f i e l d  R o a d ,  

E a l i n g ,  W . 1 3 .

T . A .  C e n t r e ,

O l d  P a r k  A v e n u e ,

E n f i e l d ,  M i d d l e s e x .

T . A .  C e n t r e ,

P r i o r y  R o a d ,

H o m s e v ,  N . 8 .

T . A .  C e n t r e ,

H a n w o r t h  R o a d ,  

H o u n s l o w ,  M i d d l e s e x .

T . A .  C e n t r e ,

D e a n s b r o o k  R o a d ,

E d g w a r e ,  M i d d l e s e x .  

T . A .  C e n t r e ,

W h i t e h a l l  R o a d ,

U x b r i d g e ,  M i d d l e s e x .  

V a r i e s  f r o m  y e a r  t o  y e a r .  

D i n n e r  C l u b  o n l y .

T . A .  C e n t r e ,

D e a n s b r o o k  R o a d ,

E d g w a r e ,  M i d d l e s e x .

V a r i e s .
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E A L I N G  B R A N C H

T h e  B r a n c h  i s  n o w  i n  f u l l  s w i n g  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r  a n d  

w e  h a v e  a r r a n g e d  s e v e r a l  d a r t s  m a t c h e s  w i t h  l o c a l  c l u b s .

A t  o u r  l a s t  m e e t i n g  w e  h a d  a  v i s i t  f r o m  t h e  C h a i r m a n  

a n d  S e c r e t a n '  o f  t h e  U x b r i d g e  B r a n c h .  A c c o m p a n y i n g  

t h e m  w a s  C o l .  A .  R .  W a l l e r ,  w h o  h a s  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  

G e r m a n y  p r i o r  t o  g o i n g  o u t  t o  a  n e w  s t a f f  a p p o i n t m e n t  

i n  C y p r u s .  I t  w a s ,  I  b e l i e v e ,  a t  E a l i n g  t h a t  C o l .  W a l l e r  

f i r s t  j o i n e d  t h e  R e g i m e n t ,  a n d  w e  w e r e  g l a d  t o  s e e  h i m  

b a c k  a g a i n .

S o m e  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  U x b r i d g e  B r a n c h  

s u p p e r  o n  N o v e m b e r  3 ,  a n d  o t h e r s  m e t  a  n u m b e r  o f  o l d  

f a c e s  a t  t h e  R e u n i o n  a t  S e y m o u r  H a l l  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 7 .

W e  a r e  h o l d i n g  a n o t h e r  “  O p e n  N i g h t  ”  f o r  m e m b e r s ,  

t h e i r  w i v e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  o n  F r i d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  8 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  

a n d  w e  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  b e  w e l l  p a t r o n i s e d .

“  B i  t c h  ”

E N F I E L D

T h e  B r a n c h  w a s  f i r s t  f o r m e d  a b o u t  1 8  m o n t h s  a g o  

a n d  i n  t h a t  t i m e  h a s  g r o w n  u n t i l  w e  n o w  h a v e  5 6  m e m ­

b e r s .  I t  w a s  h o p e d  t h a t  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  l i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  

a n d  w h o  h a v e  s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  R e g i m e n t ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  

h a d  b e e n  R e g u l a r s ,  T e r r i t o r i a l s  o r  H o m e  G u a r d ,  

w o u l d  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  j o i n i n g  a n d  i f  t h e y  h a d  w e  

s h o u l d  h a v e  n e e d e d  s o m e  p l a c e  m u c h  b i g g e r  t h a n  t h e  

d r i l l  h a l l  a t  O l d  P a r k  A v e n u e  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e m  a l l ,  

f o r  m a n y  h u n d r e d s — p o s s i b l y  t h o u s a n d s — o f  e x - m e m ­

b e r s  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t  l i v e  w i t h i n  e a s y  t r a v e l l i n g  d i s t a n c e  

o f  o u r  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  a n d  a l l  w o u l d  b e  w e l c o m e .  S o  f a r  

r e c r u i t m e n t  h a s  b e e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i u m  o f  t h e  l o c a l  

p r e s s  a n d  b y  p e r s o n a l  l e t t e r s  b u t  i t  i s  q u i t e  o b v i o u s  t h a t  

t h e s e  m e t h o d s  h a v e  n o t  t o u c h e d  t h e  v a s t  n u m b e r s  o f  

e x - m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  R e g i m e n t  a n d  i t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  b e s t  

m e t h o d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i u m  o f  t h e  

p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d .

T h e r e  m a y  b e  m a n y  w h o ,  r e a d i n g  t h i s  a r t i c l e  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  t i m e ,  a r e  q u i t e  u n a w a r e  t h a t  w e  e v e n  e x i s t .  I f  t h e r e  

a r e ,  p l e a s e  d o  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  g e t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  m e  a t  

m y  h o m e  ( a d d r e s s  b e l o w ) .  I  a m  c e r t a i n  y o u  w i l l  n o t  

r e g r e t  i t  a n d  a s  a  r e s u l t  y o u  m a y  m e e t  a g a i n  t h a t  o l d  a n d  

t r u s t e d  f r i e n d  w h o m  y o u  h a v e  n o t  s e e n  f o r  m a n y  a  

l o n g  y e a r .
M e e t i n g s  a r e  h e l d  i n  t h e  C l u b  R o o m  a t  t h e  T . A .  

C e n t r e ,  O l d  P a r k  A v e n u e ,  E n f i e l d ,  o n  t h e  F I R S T  F r i d a y  

i n  e v e r y  m o n t h  a t  8  p . m .  M e m b e r s h i p  i s  o p e n  t o  e v e r y ­

o n e  w h o ,  a t  a n y  t i m e ,  h a s  w o r n  t h e  b a d g e  o f  T h e  

M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t .

A .  T .  J o n e s ,  M a j o r ,

4  M o r l e y  H i l l ,  E n f i e l d .  M x .

H O R N S E Y

W i t h  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  t h e  N e w  Y e a r  a l m o s t  o n  o u r  

d o o r s t e p ,  w e  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s e n d i n g  o u r  

h e a r t y  g r e e t i n g s  t o  a l l  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  

R e g i m e n t ,  a n d  t o  a l l  o u r  o l d  C o m r a d e s  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  

m a y  b e .
O v e r  1 5 0  m e m b e r s  g a t h e r e d  a t  t h e  T . A .  C e n t r e ,  

H o r n s e y ,  f o r  t h e  R e m e m b r a n c e  P a r a d e  o n  N o v e m b e r  

1 2 ,  1 9 6 1 — t r u l y  a  g r e a t  t u r n o u t  o n  t h i s  m e m o r a b l e  d a y .  

W e  t h a n k  o n e  a n d  a l l  f o r  t h i s  g r e a t  e f f o r t .  M a n y  o f  t h e  

s p e c t a t o r s  a d m i r e d  t h e i r  s m a r t n e s s  a n d  b e a r i n g  a s  t h e }

fci rclh

m a r c h e d  t o  a n d  f r o m  t h e  S e r v i c e ,  w h i c h  w a s  h e l d  at 

S t .  M a r y ’ s  C h u r c h .

R e f r e s h m e n t s  w e r e  s e r v e d  a t  t h e  T . A .  C e n t r e ,  w h e r e  

t h e  m e m b e r s  q u i c k l y  q u e n c h e d  t h e i r  t h i r s t ,  a n d  t h e  n e x t  

f e w  h o u r s  w e r e  h a p p y ,  m e m o r a b l e  a n d  e x t r e m e l y  

p l e a s a n t .

T o  k e e p  o n  t h e  s a m e  h a p p y  n o t e ,  I  w o u l d  l i k e  all 

m e m b e r s  t o  n o t e ,  t h a t  L t . - C o l .  D .  E .  S i m p s o n ,  t .d ., ; 
w h o  w a s  t h e  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  7 t h  B a t t a l io n  

p r i o r  t o  t h e  a m a l g a m a t i o n  o f  o u r  t h r e e  T . A .  B a t t a l i o n s ,  

h a s  v i s i t e d  u s  m a n y  t i m e s ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n  g r e a t l y  im ­

p r e s s e d  b y  o u r  e f f o r t s .  W e  t h i n k  a n d  h o p e  t h a t  the 

C o l o n e l  w i l l  t a k e  o v e r  a s  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  H o r n s e y  B r a n c h .  

O u r  m e m b e r s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  g i v e n  h i m  t h e i r  f u l l  s u p p o r t .

O u r  V i c e - C h a i r m a n ,  M r .  A l f  C l a r k e ,  h a s  a r r a n g e d  

n u m e r o u s  v i s i t s  t o  t h e  L o n d o n  T h e a t r e s ,  w i t h  t h e  c o a c h  

b e a r i n g  d o w n  u n d e r  t h e  w e i g h t .  K n o w i n g  t h e  d i f f i ­

c u l t i e s  t h i s  i n v o l v e s ,  b o o k i n g s ,  c o a c h e s ,  s u p p e r s ,  I am 

s u r e  t h a t  t h e  e f f o r t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  o u r  V i c e - C h a i r m a n  is 

g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  W e l l  d o n e ,  A l f ,  w h e r e  n e x t  .'

O n e  o f  o u r  s t a u n c h  m e m b e r s  h a s  r e c e n t l y  r e t i r e d  fro m  

h i s  w o r k ,  a n d  h a s  v e n t u r e d  t o  a  c o u n t r y  c o t t a g e  w h ic h  

w e  a l l  o f t e n  t h i n k  o f  w h e n  o u r  t i m e  c o m e s .  W e  w o u ld  

l i k e  t o  s a y ,  B o b  a n d  N a n c y  F e r g u s o n ,  w e  m i s s  y o u  v e ry  

m u c h ,  a n d  w e  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  h a p p y  

i n  y o u r  n e w  h o m e .  W ’ e  w i l l  a l w a y s  l o o k  f o r w a r d  to 

s e e i n g  y o u r  a g a i n .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  w e  t h a n k  M a j o r  R .  J .  L e i g h t o n  f o r  his 

v e r y  k i n d  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  “  A  ”  C o m p a n y  S o c i a l  on 

N o v e m b e r  4 .  A  v e r y  p l e a s a n t  a n d  e n t e r t a i n i n g  e v e n in g  

w a s  h a d  b y  a l l ,  a n d  w e  t h a n k  S g t .  M o o r e  f o r  his 

e x c e l l e n t  b u f f e t .  C .  H o l d f o r d .

O . C . A . ,  7 t h  B A T T A L I O N  T H E  M I D D L E S E X  

R E G I M E N T ,  1 9 1 4 - 1 8

T h e  O . C . A .  o f  t h e  7 t h  B a t t a l i o n  T h e  M i d d l e s e x  

R e g i m e n t ,  1 9 1 4 - 1 8 ,  w i l l  h o l d  t h e i r  a n n u a l  r e u n i o n  and 

d i n n e r  a t  M e s s r s .  B e a l e s ,  H o l l o w a y  R o a d ,  N . 7 ,  on 

F r i d a y ,  A p r i l  1 3 ,  1 9 6 2 .  D e t a i l s  f r o m  M r .  S .  V .  E d g e , 

2  C r o f t  C l o s e ,  M i l l  H i l l ,  N . W . 7 .

P R E S E N T A T I O N  O F  T H E  B A N N E R  T O  

T H E  V E T E R A N S  O F  K I N G  A L B E R T  I

O n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  B a n n e r  to 

t h e  V e t e r a n s  o f  K i n g  A l b e r t  I ,  t h e  L o n d o n  B r a n c h  

i n v i t e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  L e g i o n  a n d  O l d  C o m r a d e s  o f  th o se  

u n i t s  w h o  h a d  f o u g h t  i n  B e l g i u m  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  the 

c e r e m o n y  a n d  m a r c h - p a s t  o n  S u n d a y ,  J u n e  1 8 ,  19 6 1-  

T h e  c e r e m o n y  w a s  h e l d  a t  t h e  B e l g i u m  M e m o r i a l  on 

t h e  E m b a n k m e n t .
C o l .  F .  W a l d e n  a n d  a  s m a l l  d e t a c h m e n t  f r o m  t h e  M i l l  

H i l l  B r a n c h  a t t e n d e d  t h e  p a r a d e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  o th er  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t  s u c h  a s  O l d  C o n t e m p t i b l e *  

a n d  v e t e r a n s  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I ,  w h o  w e r e  o n  p a r a d e  w ith  

t h e i r  o w n  g r o u p s .

M I L L  H I L L  B R A N C H

T h e  n u m b e r s  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  are 

s t i l l  b e i n g  m a i n t a i n e d ,  b u t  i t  i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  so 

m a n y  o l d  m e m b e r s  c a n n o t  m a k e  t h e  j o u r n e y  t o  E d g w a r e  

a s  e a s i l y  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  t o  M i l l  H i l l ,  t o  s a y  n o t h i n g  o f  the

M A R C H  P A S T ,  J U N E  1 8 ,  1 9 6 1

L e ft to  r ig h t:  M r .  H .  H u l l , M . M . ,  M r .  S .  T u rn e r , M r .  G . L o w ,  M r .  L .  J o h n s o n , M a jo r  R .  W . J .  S m i t h ,  M . B . E . ,  
M r .  A .  M a s o n  a n d  M a jo r  P .  N e w m a n ,  M .B .E .
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c o s t  o f  f a r e s .  T h e  r e s u l t  o f  c o u r s e  i s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  

s e e n  a s  o f t e n  a s  o n e  w o u l d  w i s h .

T h e  b r a n c h  a n n u a l  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g  w a s  h e l d  o n  

O c t o b e r  2 8 ,  1 9 6 1 ,  w h e n  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  w a s  n o t  a s  g o o d  

a s  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  d u e ,  n o  d o u b t ,  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  w e e k  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  r e u n i o n  o f  e x - b a n d s m e n  

a n d  d r u m m e r s ,  a t  w h i c h  a  n u m b e r  o f  o u r  m e m b e r s  

a t t e n d e d ,  s o  p e r h a p s  i t  w o u l d  b e  u n f a i r  f o r  m e  t o  e x p e c t  

t h e m  t o  a t t e n d  t w o  w e e k s  i n  s u c c e s s i o n .

A f t e r  m u c h  d i s c u s s i o n  M r .  L .  J o h n s o n  w a s  e l e c t e d  

c h a i r m a n .  H e  i s  n o  s t r a n g e r  t o  t h e  c l u b  a n d  h a s .  d u r i n g  

t h e  p a s t  y e a r ,  r u n  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t s  s i d e ,  w i t h  m u c h  

z e a l  a n d  g r e a t  e f f i c i e n c y .  T o  h e l p  h i m  i n  a  t a s k  w h i c h  i s  

f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  e a s y  h e  h a s  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  a l l  m e m b e r s ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e i r  b e s t  w i s h e s  f o r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  y e a r  o f  

o f f i c e .
T h e  u n a n i m o u s  d e c i s i o n  o f  m e m b e r s  t o  h o l d  t h e  

A l b u h e r a  D i n n e r  i n  1 9 6 2  w a s  a  g r e a t  c o m f o r t  t o  m e ,  

h a v i n g  b e e n  t h e  p r i m e  m o v e r  f o r  i t  f o u r  y e a r s  a g o .  T w o  

s l i g h t  a l t e r a t i o n s — t o  t h e  g o o d ,  I  t h i n k — h a v e  b e e n  m a d e .  

I t  w i l l  n o w  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  A n n u a l  A l b u h e r a  D i n n e r ,  a n d  

w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  t h e  S a t u r d a y  e v e n i n g  p r e c e d i n g  

A l b u h e r a  D a y .

A r r a n g e m e n t s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  b e e n  m a d e  t o  h o l d  t h e  

d i n n e r  o n  S a t u r d a y ,  \ l a y  1 2 .  1 9 6 2 .  a t  t h e  W h i t e  L i o n  

H o t e l .  E d g w a r e .  w h e n  i t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  w i l l  

e x c e e d  l a s t  y e a r ' s  t o t a l  o f  1 1 3 — a n d .  s a y  w h a t  y o u  w i l l ,  

t o  m y  m i n d  t h e r e  i s  . V O  b e t t e r  s i g h t  t h a n  t o  s e e  m a n y  o f  

t h e  o l d e r  ”  D i e - H a r d s . ”  b e d e c k e d  w i t h  g l i t t e r i n g  

m e d a l s  s i t t i n g  a t  a  t a b l e  t a s t e f u l l y  l a i d  w i t h  r e g i m e n t a l  

s i l v e r ,  t a k i n g  a  m e a l  w i t h  t h e i r  l a d i e s .  O n  s e c o n d  

t h o u g h t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n e  t h i n g  w o u l d  m a k e  a n  i m p r o v e ­

m e n t .  I t  w o u l d  b e  t o  s e e  s o m e  o f  t h e  y o u n g e r  g e n e r a t i o n  

o f  “  D i e - H a r d s  ”  d i n i n g  w i t h  u s .  H e r e  a n d  n o w  a  

h e a r t v  w e l c o m e  i s  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e m  t o  j o i n  u s  a n d  a  

p r o m i s e  w e  w i l l  S O T  w o r r y  a b o u t  m e d a l s ,  n e i t h e r  w i l l  

w e  p a s s  t h e  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  r e m a r k :  I t  w a s  n o t  l i k e

t h a t  i n  m v  d a v . ”  S o  s h o u l d  y o u  b e  p a s s i n g  o u r  w a y . a n y  

l a s t  S a t u r d a y  i n  t h e  m o n t h ,  d o  d r o p  i n  f o r  a  d r i n k  a n d  

a  c h a t .
R e a d e r s  w i l l  b y  n o w  h a v e  r e a d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  

** D o c h e r t y  ”  T a y l o r .  F o r  t h e  S e p t e m b e r  m e e t i n g  h e  

a n d  M r s .  T a y l o r  t r a v e l l e d  f r o m  L e i g h - o n - S e a .  t o  s p e n d  

a  l i t t l e  t i m e  w i t h  u s .  M a y  m a n y  o f  u s  h o p e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  

d o  t h e  s a m e  w h e n  w e  a r e  9 4  y e a r s  o f  a g e .

S h a n  a n d  M r s .  F u m i s s  t r a v e l l e d  m a n y  m i l e s  t o  m e e t  

'*  D o c h e r t y , ”  a s  d i d  o l d  ”  D i e - H a r d  ”  C .  C o x .  w h o  h a d  

a  s t o r y  t o  r e m i n d  h i m  o f  t h e  t i m e  a  b a r r e l  o f  b e e r  w a s  

c a p t u r e d  f r o m  ”  B u s t e r  ”  L e e .  T h i s  h a p p e n e d ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  a b o u t  6 0  y e a r s  a g o .  W h a t  m e m o r i e s  t h e s e  c h a p s  

h a v e — n o t h i n g  s e e m s  f o r g o t t e n !

O n  O c t o b e r  2 7  I  a t t e n d e d  a  m e e t i n g  a t  G t .  P o r t l a n d  

S t r e e t  a n d  w h o  s h o u l d  I  m e e t  b u t  B i l l  D a v i e s ,  m .m . 

a n d  b a r .
R e a l l y .  1 c a n n o t  s a y  w h i c h  o f  u s  w a s  t h e  m o r e  s u r ­

p r i s e d ,  b u t  1  d o  k n o w  i t  w a s  n o t  l o n g  b e f o r e  I  h a d  t o  

a n s w e r  d o z e n s  o f  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  R e g i m e n t .

M a n y  w  i l l  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  h e  w o n  t h e  M . M .  a t  L o u v a i n  

i n  1 9 4 0 .  a n d  a  b a r  r o u n d  a b o u t  D - D a y .  H e  w a s  s e l e c t e d ,  

a b o u t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  R e g i m e n t  a t  t h e  

u n v e i l i n g  o f  t h e  D u n k i r k  M e m o r i a l .

1 a m  d e l i g h t e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  T  e d  ( D a s h e r )  C r o u c h  

h a s  b e e n  d i s c h a r g e d  f r o m  h o s p i t a l  a f t e r  h a v i n g  h i s  r i g h t

e y e  r e m o v e d .  H e  i s  n o w  f e e l i n g  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  w o r l d ;  at 

l e a s t  f r o m  t h e  w a i s t  u p w a r d s .  H e  t e l l s  m e  h i s  l e g s  a r e  a 

l i t t l e  w e a k  a f t e r  b e i n g  i n  b e d  s o  l o n g ,  b u t  a n y o n e  w b ;  

k n o w s  ”  D a s h e r  ”  w i l l  a g r e e  t h a t  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  w e a k  

l e g s  w i l l  n o t  p r e v e n t  h i m  f r o m  d o i n g  a n y t h i n g  b e  w a n s  

t o — n i c e  t o  s e e  y o u  u p  a n d  a b o u t  a g a i n .

N e w s  o f  O l d  F r i e n d s

G e o r g e  D u f f i e l d .  w h o  i s  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  p r e - 1 9 1 4  o ld -  

t i m e r s  o f  3 r d ,  4 t h  a n d  6 t h  B a t t a l i o n s .  H e  m e e t s  " D a r k i e  

F r o u d e .  B o b  G a s c o n  a n d  C h a r l i e  D o n a l d s o n  o c c a s i o n ­

a l l y  a n d  a l s o  m e n t i o n s  o l d  s o l d i e r  B a l d r y ,  S h a n  F u m i s s .  

B i l l  C h e e s e m a n  a n d  a  h o s t  o f  o t h e r s .  H e  l i v e s  a t  K n e b -  

w o r t h  a n d  i s  a s  l i v e l y  a s  e v e r .

I t  w a s  d e l i g h t f u l  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y  o l d  f a c e s  a t  th e  

r e u n i o n  o f  b a n d s m e n  a n d  d r u m m e r s .  M a n v  o f  th e m  

w e r e  b o y s  i n  t h e  B a n d  a n d  D r u m s  w h e n  I  w a s  C . S . M .  e  

C a t t e n c k  a n d  a m o n g s t  t h e m  w e r e  a  fe w -  w h o  n e a r ly  

"  d r o v e  m e  u p  t h e  w a l l . ”  \ e s ,  n a m e s  l i k e  B o y s  

G o u l d i n g  ( b r o t h e r s ) .  D e n c h .  H o d g s o n .  P h i l l i p s .  W in ­

d o w s  a n d  a  h o s t  o f  o t h e r s ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  w a s  g r e a t  

f u n  m e e t i n g  t h e m  a g a i n .  P . F . N .

U X B R E D G E

T h e  U x b r i d g e  B r a n c h  o f  T h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n  h e l d  i t s  f o u r t h  a n n u a l  s u p p e r  a t  t h e  C r o w z  

a n d  O l d  T r e a t y  H o u s e  o n  F r i d a y .  N o v e m b e r  3 .  1 9 6 1 .  ar 

w h i c h  3 5  m e m b e r s  w e r e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e .

O w i n g  t o  t h e  i n d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  B r i g a d i e r  E .  E .  F . 

B a k e r ,  C-B., C-B.E-. D .S .O . .  M.C., T . D . .  the p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  

b r a n c h ,  t h e  c h a i r  w a s  t a k e n  b y  L t . - C o l .  T .  A .  H a l l .  T-E

T h e  g u e s t  o f  h o n o u r  w a s  C o l .  F .  V» a l d e n .  t h e  S e c r e t a r  

o f  T h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  t b :  

b r a n c h  w a s  h o n o u r e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  i t s  v ic e -  

p r e s i d e n t .  H i s  W o r s h i p  T h e  M a y o r  o f  U x b r i d g e .  M a jo r  

A l d e r m a n  G .  H a r t l e y .  TJ>., B - i _ .  w h o  c o m m a n d e d  h e  

U x b r i d g e  C o m p a n y  f r o m  1 9 3 7  t o  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  w a r .

C o l .  W a l d e n  g a v e  a  b r i e f  r e s u m e  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  w o r k ,  i n c l u d i n g  i t s  w i d e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  th e  

c h a r i t a b l e  f i e l d  t o  m e m b e r s  i n  w a n t ,  a n d  i t s  m a n y  s o c ia l  

a c t i v i t i e s .
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  U x b r i d g e  m e m b e r s  a t t e n d e d :

C o l s .  W .  D .  E l l i s ,  T - D - . a n d  J -  D .  M c F a r l a n e

p r c  T - D - , V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  B .  R .  P h e l p s ,  a n d  M e s s r s .  

J .  R .  B e l l .  H .  G a r d n e r .  D . c _ u . ,  W .  S m i t h .  M J i -

R .  B e n n e t t ,  A .  B o n d .  J .  D u f l e H  G .  E g g i e t o n .  F  

E d e ì n t o n ,  B .  H a n c o c k .  J .  K e e n .  T .  O w e n ,  H .  O s g u -  

t h o r p e .  R -  T u r n e r .  C .  W i l l i a m s .  E .  A .  W i l l i a m s .  W  

H a m l i n ,  a n d  w e r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f r o m  h e  

E a l i n g  B r a n c h :  F .  H u t c h i n g s ,  t h e i r  h o r n  s e c r e t a r - .

W .  C r u m p .  H .  B a r t l e t t .  A .  M a n i s t e r .  L .  D u i n e ,  W  

H o u s e .  H .  B e n t l e y  a n d  F .  W m t e r .

2  7 t h  B A T T A L I O N

T h e  A n n u a l  D i n n e r  o f  t h e  2  7 t h  B a t t a l i o n  B r u n e i  

t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h e  V i c t o r y  i E x - S e r v i c e s  ■ C l u b ,  7 3  S e y m o u r  

S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n .  ^  . 2 .  o n  F r i d a y .  O c t o b e r  6 .  1 9 6 1 -

S i x  t v - f o u r  m e m b e r s  a t t e n d e d  a n d  t h e  g u e s t s  o f  h e  

e v e n i n g  w e r e  t h e  L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t  ( G e n e r a l  S i r  J o h n  

C r o c k e r .  G .C - B . .  K - B - E . .  d j m x .  m .c J ,  t h e  D e p u t y  C o l o n «  

o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t  ( L t . - G e n e r a l  G .  C .  B u c k n a l l .  C - B - . M . C -  

p . i —) .  t h e  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a t a »
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1 L c - C d -  G .  L .  F o x .  T 4 J . .  d j _ )  a n d  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  

C o L  F .  W a l d e n  1 .  L t . - C o L  S .  M i r a m s ,  m . c . .  T - D - .  d j _ ,  

p r e s i d e d .
D u r i n g  d i n n e r ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  c u s t o m ,  a  c o l l e c ­

t io n  w a s  m a d e  f o r  d i e  W a r  M e m o r i a l  C o t t a g e s  a t  E n f i e l d ,  

a m i  h e  h a n d s o m e  s u m  o f  ¿ ' 1 0  i s .  w a s  r e a l i s e d -  .A s  t h i s  

f e l l  s h o r t  b y  s o m e  7 5 .  o d .  o f  t h e  a m o u n t  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  

so m e  p u r p o s e  l a s t  y e a r .  M r .  L .  B a y n a r d .  a n  e x - s o l d i e r  

o f  h e  B a t t a l i o n ,  m a d e  g o o d  t h e  d e f i c i t  b y  m o s t  g e n ­

e r o u s l y  p r e s e n t i n g  a  c h e q u e  f o r  1 0  g u i n e a s — a  r e a l l y  

w o o d e r f a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  !

I n  1 9 6 2 ,  t h e  D i n n e r  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  o n  F r i d a y ,  

O c t o b e r  t .  I f  a n y  e x - m e m b e r  o f  t h e  2  7 t h  B a t t a l i o n ,  

w h o  r e a d s  t i n s ,  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a t t e n d ,  h e  s h o u l d  g e t  i n  

t o u c h  w i t h  M a j o r  R .  E .  R o b o t h a m .  w . c . .  t j >.. 3 9  

C y p r u s  A v e n u e .  F i n c h l e y .  N . 3  ( T e l .  F I N c h l e y  1 6 4 9 ) .

9 t h  B A T T A L I O N

I  a m  p l e a s e d  t o  i n f o r m  t h o s e  m e m b e r s  w h o .  f o r  

v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  R e m e m ­

b r a n c e  D a y  S e r v i c e  a t  I n g l i s  B a r r a c k s .  M i l l  H i l l ,  o n  

N o v e m b e r  1 2 .  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a  v e r y  g o o d  a t t e n d a n c e  

in  h e  G a r r i s o n  C h u r c h  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  s h o r t  s e r v i c e  a t  

h e  R e g i m e n t a l  W  a r  M e m o r i a l .  A f t e r  t h e  s e r v i c e  o u r  

P r e s i d e n t .  M a j o r  H .  S h e r w o o d ,  T J X ,  l e d  t h e  p a r a d e  

p a s t  t h e  D e p u t y  C o i a n e L  

T b e  p a t t y  t h e n  a d j o u r n e d  t o  t h e  T _ U  C e n t r e  a t  

E d g w a r e  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  a m p l y  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  l i q u i d  

a n d  s o l i d  r e f r e s h m e n t s .

T h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  d a y ' s  p r o c e e d i n g s  w a s  t h e  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  L a m o r r t  M e m o r i a l  S t a t u e t t e  t o  

L r . - C o L  I .  D .  B r o t h e r t o n .  5 t h  B a t t a l i o n  I .T - A - > .  b y  

M a j o r  S h e r w o o d .  A s  v o u  a l l  k n o w  C o l .  L a m e n t  w a s .  

t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  s e r v i c e ,  a  v e r y *  k e e n  a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c  

s o ld i e r .  H e  w a s  c o m m i s s i o n e d  m t o  t h e  9 t h  B a t t a l i o n  

¿ a  A i a r c h  1 9 1 4 .  c o m m a n d e d  i t  f r o m  1 9 3 3  C o * 9 3 7 * 

w a s  crs H o n o r a r y  C o l o n e l  f r o m  1 9 5 1  t o  £ 9 5 7 - 

A l  h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  c e r e m o n y  I  w a s  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  

s e e  C o L  F o x  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s  w i f e ,  w h o  w a s  C o l -  

L a m o o t ' s  s i s t e r .

I n  d o s i n g  t h e s e  b r i e f  n o t e s  I  e x t e n d  t o  a l l  y o u  o l d  

i n s  a n d  y o u r  w i v e s ,  f r o m  L t - - C © L  G r a y  a n d  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e ,  a  c o r d i a l  m i i a t i o p  t o  t h e  m o n t h l y  s o c i a l  

a t  t h e  T _ A -  C e n t r e .  E d g w - a x e .  :r_  S a t x s r d a v .  J a n u a r y  2 7 .  

1 9 6 2 -  W J ) . F .

T H E  B R I T I S H  U N I T E D  P R O V I D E N T  

A S S O C I A T I O N

T h e  a b o v e  A s s o c i a t i o n .  w h i c h  i s  n o n - p r o f i t - m a k i n g  

a n d  w h o s e  p r e s i d e n t  c s V i s c o u n t  N u f f i e l d ,  h a s  f o r m e d  a  

G r o u p  f o r  s e r v i n g  p e r s o n n e l  m  t h e  A r m y  i n  o r u e r  to  

b d p  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w h o .  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s ,  

w o u l d  l i k e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  h a v e  p r i v a t e  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  t h e m ­

s e lv e s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .

P r i v a t e  t r e a t m e n t  i n  n u r s i n g  h o m e s ,  h o s p i t a l  p a y -  

^ e d s  a n d  s p e c i a l i s t s ’  c o n s u l t i n g  r o o m s  d o e s  n o t  c o m e  

‘u n d e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  p a t t e r . ' :  h a s  

to  p a y  t h e  f o i l  c o s t .  T h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  B - L  P  A .  b s  t o  h e l p  

r°  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o s s i b l e  e x t e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  s u c h

" F h e  t w o  m a m  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  r e i n i n g  t h r o u g h  a  G r o u p

a r e a s  f o C o w s :

( a )  T h e  s t a n d a r d  r a t e s  o f  s u b s c r i p t i o n  a r e  r e d u c e d  b y

2 0  p e r  c e n t .

( b )  A  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  G r o u p  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  b e n e f i t

i m m e d i a t e l y  o n  a c c e p t a n c e  a n d  i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  

t h e  n o r m a l  t h r e e  m o n t h s ’  " w a r r i n g  p e r i o d . ”

T h e  G r o u p  t e r m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  w i v e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  

o f  s e r v i n g  p e r s o n n e l  e v e n  t h o u g h -  b e c a u s e  o f  s e r v i c e  

f a c i l i t i e s ,  s u c h  p e r s o n n e l  d o  n o t  w a n t  t o  e n r o l  t h e m s e l v e s .

S u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  g r a d e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a g e  a n d  t o  t h e  

a m o u n t  o f  b e n e f i t s  s e l e c t e d -  T h e r e  a r e  f i v e  s c a l e s  o f  

b e n e f i t  t o  m e e t  v a r y i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  t o  

p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  c o v e r  i n  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  L  n r t e d  K i n g ­

d o m .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a  m a n  b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  3 0  a n d  

4 9 .  b v  p a y i n g  a n  a n n u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n  o f  £ 9  i 6 s .  o d .  c a n  

o b t a i n  g r a n t s  o f  u p  t o  2 4  g u i n e a s  a  w e e k  f o r  a c c o m m o ­

d a t i o n  i n  a  h o s p i t a l  o r  n u r s i n g  h o m e .  8 0  g u i n e a s  f o r  

m a j o r  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r  b e n e f i t s ,  u p  t o  a  

m a x i m u m  i n  a n y -  o n e  y -e a r  o f  £ 6 5 0 .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  

s u b s c r i b e r  r ^ ri i n c l u d e  h i s  w i f e  i n  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  a  

f u r t h e r  £ 4  1 7 s .  c d .  p e r  a n n u m  a n d  a l l  h i s  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  

1 8  v e a r s  o f  a g e  f o r  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  £ 3  5 s -  o d .  p e r  a n n u m .  

A f l  t h e s e  d e p e n d a n t s  w i l l  s e v e r a l l y  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  d i e  f u l l  

r a n g e  o f  b e n e f i t s .  O t h e r  s c a l e s  p r o r i d e  h i g h e r  o r  l o w e r  

b e n e f i t s  a t  a p p r o p r i a t e  s u b s c r i p t i o n s .

A l t h o u g h  a  p e r s o n  m u s t  n o r m a l l y  b e  r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  

L ' n i t e d  K i n g d o m  t o  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  m e m b e r s h i p ,  p r o ­

t e c t i o n  i s  g i v e n  t o  a  s u b s c r i b e r  a n d  h i s  d e p e n d a n t s  i f  

t h e v  a r e  t e m p o r a r i l y  s e r v i n g  a b r o a d ,  o r  o n  p l e a s u r e .

C o v e r  a g a i n s t  t h é  c o s t  o f  p r i v a t e  g e n e r a l  p r a c t i t i o n e r  

t r e a t m e n t  c a n  b e  s e c u r e d  b y  p a y m e n t  o f  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  

s u b s c r i p t i o n .

I f  v o u  a r e  a l r e a d y  a  m e m b e r  o f  B . L  . P „ A .  a n d  u n d e r  

6 >  v e a r s  o f  a g e .  y o u  m a y  a p p l y  t o  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  G r o u p .  

A  r e f u n d  w i l l  t h e n  b e  m a d e  o f  a n y  b a l a n c e  o f  y o u r  

c u r r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n -  I n  o r d e r  t h a t  y o u r  

t r a n s f e r  m a y  b e  e f f e c t e d  a  G r o u p  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m  s h o u l d  

b e  c o m p l e t e d ,  q u o t i n g  y o u r  e x i s t i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

n u m b e r .
I f  v o u  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  u n d e r  o n e  o f  t h e  c l o s e d  s c a l e s  

z - t .  o n  t r a n s f e r  t o  t h e  G r o u p  i t  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o r  y o u  

t o  s e l e c t  o n e  o f  t h e  o p e n  s c a l e s  7 - 1 1 -

P a v m e n t  o f  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  a n n u a l l y  i n  a d v a n c e  b y  

B a n k e r ' s  O r d e r  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a  5 s .  c h a r g e  p e r  a n n u m  t o  

c o v e r  t h e  c o s t  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .

F u l l  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  s c h e m e  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  :

T h e  G r o u p  S e c r e t a r y .  B . L  . P . A .  A r m y  G r o u p ,  

c  o  G r o u p  M a n a g e m e n t  L t d . .

1 0  E s s e x  S t r e e t .  L o n d o n .  W . C a .

Have you placed a regular order fo r  
a copy o f  the Journal ?

W h y  not d o  so N O W !

.4 .V  O R D E R  F O R M  I S  P R O V I D E D  
A T  T HE F R O S T  OF T HI S  J O U R S  4L
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M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  O F F IC E R S ’  C L U B  
M I N U T E S  O F  A  M E E T I N G  H E L D  A T  T H E  G U I L D H A L L , 
W E S T M IN S T E R , L O N D O N , S .W .i ,  o n  T H U R S D A Y , 

O C T O B E R  26, 1 96 1
Present: L t . - C o l .  G .  L .  F o x ,  T .D ., D .L . ( C h a ir m a n ) . B r ig a d ie r  B .  B . 

R a c k h a m , C .B .E ., M .c . ,  D .L ., C o l .  A .  S .  J .  d e  S .  C la y t o n , C o l .  S .  F .  
H e d g e c o e , L t . - C o l .  W . L .  R o b e r t s , O .B .E ., M .C ., D .L ., M a jo r
H . K .  H a r d c a s t le , T .D .. M a jo r  E .  L .  H e y w o o d , M a jo r  P . F .  
N e w m a n , m .b . e . .  C o l . F .  W a ld e n  ( S e c r e t a r y ) .
A p o lo g ie s  fo r  n o n - a tte n d a n c e  w e r e  r e c e iv e d  f r o m : C o l .  M . 

B ro w n e , C .B .E ., M .C ., P .L . ,  C o l .  A . M .  M a n , D .S.O ., O .B .E.. L t . - C o l .  
J .  D .  R o b b in s ,  o .B .E . , t . d . ,  L t . - C o l .  1. D .  B ro th e rt o n .

i .  M in u te s
T h e  M in u t e s  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  m e e t in g  w e r e  p a s s e d  a n d  s ig n e d  b y  

t h e  C h a irm a n ,

a. S e c r e t a r y ’s  R e p o rt
( a ) T h e  S e c r e t a r y  m a d e  th e  f o llo w in g  r e p o r t :

(i) A t  Home, Ju ly  i ,  1 9 6 1 .  A lt h o u g h  4 9  m e m b e rs  n o t ifie d  th e ir
in te n t io n  o f  a t te n d in g , a n d  c a te r in g  a r r a n g e m e n ts  w e r e  
a c c o r d in g ly , o n ly  2 2  a c t u a lly  ca m e .
D e t a i ls  o f  th e  c o s t w e r e :

£  S- *-h
C a t e r in g  b y  N A A F I  . . . . 2 0  o  o
F l o r a l  d e c o r a t io n s  . .  1 2 1 0 0
T r a n s p o r t  fo r  B a n d  10  o  o
E . D .  P a y — M e s s  S e r g e a n t  . . . . . . 1 0 0

T o t a l  . . £ 4 3  10  o

(ii)  Officers' Club Dinner. Ju ly  2 1 ,  1 9 6 1 -  -d total o f  7 1  members
attended.

D e t a i ls  o f  th e  c o s t  w e r e :
£  s .  d .

C a t e r in g  b y  U n i t e d  S e r v ic e  C lu b  . 1 5 1  4  6
C a r  H ir e  f o r  t r a n s p o r t  o f  s i l v e r  3 0 0
E . D .  P a y — M e s s  S e r g e a n t  . .  . . 1 1 0 0

T o t a l  c h a rg e s  £ x S S  >4 6
Less: M e m b e r s ' d in n e r  c h a rg e s  . . 6 1 1 2 6

N et charge to Club Funds . . 9 4  2  o

(b )  A r is in g  f ro m  th e  a b o v e  r e p o r t  is w a s  p ro p o s e d , in  v ie w  o f  th e  
la c k  o f  s u p p o r t , n o t to  h o ld  th e  " A t  H o m e  "  a g a in .

B e fo r e  ta k in g  a  f in a l d e c is io n  th e  S e c r e ta r y  w a s  in s tr u c te d  to  
a r r a n g e  to  p u b li s h  d e ta i ls  in  th e  n e x t  is su e  o f  th e  R e g im e n t a l  Jo u r n a l 
o f  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  in  c o n n e c t io n  w it h  th e  " A t  H o m e  ”  o n  J u l y  1 
a n d  ask  f o r  a n y  v ie w s  o n  th e  a b o v e  p ro p o s a l to  b e  se n t to  h im .

3 . O f f ic e r s ’ C lu b  F u n c t io n s  fo r  1962
(a ) Dinner. T h e  d a te  p r o v is io n a l ly  a r r a n g e d  w ith  th e  L n ite d

S e r v ic e  C l u b — W e d n e s d a v , J u n e  2 7 .  1 9 6 2 — w a s  c o n fir m e d .
(b )  Cocktail Party. I t  w a s  agTeed th a t th e  n e x t  C o c k ta il  P a r ty

s h o u ld  b e  h e ld  a f te r  th e  1 s t  B a t t a l io n  r e tu r n s  to  th e  I  k .
(c )  G olf Meeting. I t  w a s  p ro p o s e d  th a t th e  se c r e ta r y  s h o u ld  w r ite

to  L t . - C o l .  J .  R .  B . W o rt o n  a n d  ask  h is  v ie w s  o n  R e g im e n t a l 
G o l f  M e e t in g s  to  b e  h e ld  in  19 6 2 .

4. O th e r B u s in e s s  . ,
(a ) R oyal School for Daughters o f Officers of the Arm y. A s  a  r e su lt  

o f  an  a p p e a l b v t h e  C h a ir m a n  o f  th e  B o a r d  o f  G o v e r n o r s , it 
w a s  p ro p o s e d  b v  th e  C h a ir m a n  a n d  se c o n d e d  b y  M a jo r
H . K .  H a rd c a s t le  th at £ 2 0  s h o u ld  b e  g iv e n  to  h e lp  c le a r  o fi 
th e  d e b it  b a la n c e  w h ic h  e x is t s  in  th e  C h a p e l F u n d  o f  th e  
a b o v e  s c h o o l . C a r r ie d ,  

lb )  G rant to Officers' Club Charitable Fund. I t  w a s  p ro p o se d  b y  
L t . - C o l .  NY. L .  R o b e r t s  a n d  se c o n d e d  b y  C o l . f i .  I-. 
H e d g e c o e  th a t a  g ra n t  o f  £ 2 0  p e r  a n n u m  Ir o m  th e  O ff ic e rs  
C l u b  G e n e r a l  F u n d  to  th e  C h a r ita b le  F u n d  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  
fro m  19 6 2  o n w a r d s . C a r r ie d .

(c )  Purchase o f Premium Ronds. I t  w a s  p ro p o s e d  b y  L t  - L c l .  
\ Y  1.. R o b e r t s  a n d  se c o n d e d  b y  M a jo r  H  k  H a rd c a s t le  
th a t th e  s u m  o f  £ 2 5  s h o u ld  b e  in v e s te d  in  P r e m iu m  B o n d s . 
C a r r ie d .  , , , ,

(d J  N ext Meeting. It  w a s  a g r e e d  th a t  th e  n e x t  m e e t in g  sh o u ld  
ta k e  p la c e  at 14 0 0  h o u r s  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 2 , 19 6 2 .

F .  W A L D E N  C o lo n e l, 
S e c r e t a r y .  M id d le s e x  R e g im e n t  O ff ic e r s ' C lu b .

T . A .  C e n tr e .
D e a n s b r o o k , R o a d ,

E d g w a r e  M id d le s e x .
November 1 4 .  1 9 6 1 .

M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T A L  A ^ O C I A T I O N  
M IN U T E S  O F  A N  E X E C U T IV E  C O M M IT T E E  M E E T IN G  
H E L D  A T  T H E  G U I L D H A L L . W E S T M IN S T E R , S .W .i ,  O N  

T H U R S D A Y , O C T O B E R  26, 19 6 1 
Present l . t . - C o l .  G .  L .  F o x .  T .D .. P . I . (C h a i r m a n !, B r ig a d ie r  B  B . 

R a c k h a m , c .b .k . .  m .c .. p  i .. C o l . M . B r o w n e  Y .B .E ., M .c .. P . .  .. 
1 i- C o l  \ .  S .  J .  d e  S .  C la c t o n . C o l .  S .  F .  H e d g e c o e . C o l . A  M . 
M a n . P .S .O ., o .B .E . , L t . - C o l .  NY. L .  R ob erts. O .B .E .. M .c .. D .L .. 
M a jo r  H  K  H a r d c a s t le . T .D .. M a jo r  F  L .  H e y w o o d . M a jo r  P . F . 
N e w m a n . M .B .E .. R  S .M  F- W e b b , C o l . b . W a ld e n  ( s e c r e t a r y ) .

A p o lo g ie s  fo r  n o n -a tte n d a n c e  w e r e  r e c e iv e d  f ro m  L t . - C o l .  J .  D.
R o b b in s , O .B .E .. T .D ., L t . - C o l .  I .  D .  B r o th e r t o n , M r .  J .  T ru n le y .

1 . M in u te s  o f  P r e v io u s  M e e tin g
(a ) T h e  m in u te s  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  m e e t in g  w e r e  p a s s e d  a n d  signs

b y  th e  C h a irm a n .
(b ) A r is in g  f r o m  th e  m in u te s  th e  C h a ir m a n  s ta te d  th a t  he ha:

h a d  a le tte r  f ro m  th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t  th a n k in g  ti* 
A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  th e ir  t e le g r a m  o f  g o o d  w is h e s  o n  h is de­
p a r tu r e  f o r  H o n g  K o n g .

2 . S e c r e t a r y ’ s  R e p o rt
(a ) T h e  S e c r e t a r y ’ s  R e p o r t , w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  c irc u la te d  p rio r  it

th e  m e e t in g , w a s  a d o p te d .
(b ) A r is in g  f ro m  th is  r e p o r t  it  w a s  a g r e e d  th a t , i f  p o ss ib le , before

th e  C e r e m o n y  a t  th e  F ie ld  o f  R e m e m b r a n c e , a  sbtr 
s e rv ic e  o f  p r a y e r s  sh o u ld  b e  h e ld  in  S t .  M a r g a r e t ’s ,  Wes- 
m in s te r , a n d  th a t o u r  C h a p la in  ( T h e  R e v .  L .  D .  M illiner 
s h o u ld  c o n d u c t  it .

T h e  S e c r e ta r y  w a s  in s tr u c te d  to  t r y  a n d  a r r a n g e  th is .

3 .  F in a n c e  S u b - C o m m it te e
(a ) T h e  C h a ir m a n  r e p o r te d  th a t th is  S u b - C o m m it t e e  h a d  b ee

u n a b le  to  m e e t  a s  it  h a d  n o t b e e n  p o s s ib le  to  obtain  1 
q u o r u m  o w in g  to  th e  a b se n c e  o f  o n e  m e m b e r  a b ro a d , and 
th e  te rm in a t io n  o f  th e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  th e  O .C .  D e p o t . Ik 
h a d . th e r e fo r e , b e e n  a c t in g  o n  h is  o w n  a n d  h a d  o b ta in ed , 
r e p o r t  f ro m  M e s s r s . M u lle n s  o n  a  sc h e m e  to  ta k e  advam ait 
o f  th e  p o w e r s  to  in v e s t  in  e q u it ie s  u n d e r  th e  T r u s t e e  Ac 
1 9 6 1 .  H e  h a d  d e c id e d  th a t t h is  m a tte r  c o u ld  b e  deferre: 
u n t i l D e c e m b e r  w h e n  th e  S u b - C o m m it t e e  w o u ld  m e e t ;. 
m a k e  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  to  th e  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m itte e . 1 
it  w a s  d e e m e d  n e c e s sa r y  a  s p e c ia l  m e e t in g  o f  th e  Executm  
C o m m it te e  w o u ld  b e  c a l le d  to  c o n s id e r  th e  Sub­
c o m m it t e e 's  p r o p o s a ls  in  th is  m a tte r .

T h e  o v e r a l l  c a s h  p o s it io n  w a s  r e p o r te d  a n d  d e e m e d  sats- 
f a c to r y .

(b )  Donations. A f t e r  d is c u s s io n  th e  S e c r e t a r y  w a s  in s tru c te d  r
p re p a r e  a s u m m a r y  o f  e a c h  c h a r ita b le  o r g a n is a t io n  to  whitt 
th e  A ss o c ia t io n  m a k e s  a  g ra n t  a n d  to  h a v e  it  r e a d y  for tfet 
n e x t  m e e t in g . M e a n w h ile  th e  s u b s c r ip t io n s  n o rm a l ly  p a: 
a n n u a l ly  w e r e  to  b e  w ith h e ld .

4 . Jo u r n a l  S u b - C o m m itte e  ,
( a ' T h e  C h a irm a n  o f  th e  S u b - C o m m it t e e  s ta te d  th a t th e  but* 

C o m m it te e  h a d  c e a se d  to  e x is t  s in c e  th e  D e p o t  w a s  closec. 
a n d  a s k e d  th a t it s h o u ld  b e  r e c o n st itu te d .

A f t e r  d is c u s s io n  it  w a s  a g r e e d  th at th e  S u b - C o m m it t e e  shou- 
in  fu t u r e  c o n s is t  o f  th e  fo llo w in g :

E d it o r  (c h a irm a n )
S u b - E d i t o r ,  1 s t  B a tta lio n  
S u b - E d i t o r ,  5 th  B a tt a l io n  ( T .A . )
A  b r a n c h  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  (to  b e  n o m in a te d )

( b !  A s  a  r e s u lt  o f  a  p ro p o s a l b y  L t . - C o l .  R o b e r t s  it w a s  a g reed  th£ 
th e  E d it o r ,  in  h is  c o m m e n ts  in  th e  Jo u r n a l ,  sh o u ld  et- 
c o u ra g e  in d iv id u a ls  to  w r i te  le t te rs  to  th e  E d it o r .

(c ) A t  th e  r e q u e st  o f  M a jo r  N e w m a n  it  w a s  a g r e e d  th at : tK
lo c a t io n s  o f  o f f ic e rs  in  th e  S e n io r i t y  R o l l  p u b lis h e d  tu-- 
y e a r ly  in  th e  Jo u r n a l  s h o u ld  g iv e  f u l l  in fo r m a tio n .

<. W a r  M e m o r ia l  S u b - C o m m it te e  . ..
(a ) T h e  C h a irm a n  h a d  n o  c o m m e n ts  o th e r  th a n  to  a s k  tor ir 

r e c o n st itu t io n  o f  th e  S u b - C o m m it t e e .
It w a s  a g r e e d  th a t th e  p ro p o s a l in  M in u te  4  o f  th e  Housinf 

C o m m it te e  m e e t in g  d a te d  F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  1 9 6 1 .  sh o u ld  
a d o p te d , a n d  th a t th e  S e c r e ta r y  s h o u ld  a s k  b ra n c h e s  w  
th e  n a m e  o f  a  r e p re s e n ta t iv e . .

( b l  T h e  C h a irm a n  o f  th e  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m it te e  r e p o r te d  o n e -  
p ro g r e s s  o f  th e  e f fo r ts  w h ic h  h e  h a d  m a d e  to  ra is e  m ore 
f o r  th e  a d d it io n a l f la t le ts  at E n f ie ld , a n d  f ir s t  re a d  out 
fo llo w in g  le tte rs  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  r e c e iv e d  b y  th e  D epur 
C o lo n e l in  r e sp o n se  to  th e  tw o  a p p r o a c h e s  w h ic h  h e  w- 
b e e n  a s k e d  to  m a k e :

(i) D  O . L e t t e r  N o . Q M G  1  3  d a te d  O c to b e r  IQ * 1
th e  Q u a r te rm a ste r  G e n e r a l  ( G e n . S i r  C e c i l  i'U gde-
G .B .E .. K .C .B ., A .n .c . l  r e la t in g  to  th e  d is p o s a l  ot 
f o u r  c o tta g e s  a t  M i l l  H i ll .  ^

(ii)  C o p v  o f  an  a p p e a l b v  th e  L o r d  L ie u te n a n t  to  b oro u *»
fo r  m o n e v  to  b u i ld  a d d it io n a l f la t le ts  a t  E n fie ld  

B o th  r e p lie s  w e r e  c o n s id e r e d  to  b e  m o st e n c o u ra g in g .
H e  h a d  a lso  a p p lie d  to  th e  L o n d o n  P a r o c h ia l  C h a n t ie > . »> 

B r i t i s h  L e g io n  a n d  th e  T h o m a s  L i l le y  M e m o r ia l  1 rust. 
T h e i r  d e c is io n s  w e r e  a w a ite d . _j.
H e  h a d , in  a d d it io n , a p p r o a c h e d  th e  T r u s te e s  o l th e  -  - 

a n d  9 th  B a tt a l io n s , a n d  w a s  p le a se d  t o  re p o r t  that “
2 7 th  h a d  p ro m is e d  £ 4 0 ° .  a n d  th e  9 th  B a tt a l io n  £ > •  . 
to w a r d s  th e  fla tle t  sc h e m e  s h o u ld  it  b e  p o s s ib le  to  p ro o  

1 c l In  v ie w  o f  th e se  g e n e ro u s  p r o m is e s  th e  C h a irm a n  askeu  _ 
c o m m it te e  to  d e c id e  w h e th e r  th e y  w o u ld  b e  
m a k e  a  c a p ita l g ra n t  i f  n e e d  b e  o u t  o f  th e  C h a r ita b le  r  
o f  th e  A s s o c ia t io n , a n d . i f  so . h o w  m u c h . T h u s  it  " o u l .  
p o s s ib le  to  se tt le  th e  ta rg e t  fo r  r a is in g  m o n e y  f r o m  o u m ^

q u c h  ac t io n  w a s  s t r o n g ly  o p p o se d  b y  M a jo r  H a rd c a s t le . w h o  
p ro p o sed  th a t  th is  d e c is io n  s h o u ld  b e  p o stp o n e d  u n t i l i t  
is k n o w n  w h e th e r :

(i) T h e  W a r  O ff ic e  is  p re p a r e d  to  b u y  a n y  o f  th e  \ \  ar
M e m o r ia l  C o t ta g e s  a t  M i l l  H i l l  a n d . i f  so , th e  p ric e  
o ffe r e d .

(ii) T h e  M a y o r s  o f  B o r o u g h s  a r e  w il l in g  to  la u n c h  th e
a p p e a l w h ic h  th e  L o r d  L ie u te n a n t  h a d  a s k e d  th em  
to  m a k e .

T h is  p ro p o s a l w a s  se c o n d e d  b y  B r ig a d ie r  R a c k h a m  an d  
c a rr ie d .

6 B ran ch es S u b - C o m m it te e  •
(al T h e  C h a irm a n  r e a d  o u t  th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  S u b - C o m m it t e e  s 

f ir st  m e e tin g  h e ld  o n  J u l y  2 8 , 1 9 6 1 .
(b l T h e  S e c r e ta ry  r e p o r te d  t h a t :

(i) T h e  v is it s  w e r e  u n d o u b te d ly  a p p r e c ia te d  an d  B ra n c h
h o n . s e c re ta r ie s  w e r e  m o s t  h e lp fu l in  g iv in g  h im  
th e  in fo r m a tio n  r e q u ir e d . F a r  f ro m  b e in g  a p p re ­
h e n s iv e  a t  h is  p e r so n a l a p p r o a c h  a n d  ev id e n t 
in te re s t  in  B r a n c h  a f fa ir s  th e y  w e lc o m e d  th e  
t h o u g h t  o f  so m e  le a d e r sh ip  a n d  c lo s e r  c o ­
o p e ra t io n .

(i i)  A s  a  r e s u lt  h e  h a d  b e e n  a b le  to  c o m p ile  th e  ta b le  o f
d e ta ils  p la c e d  b e fo r e  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  c o m m ittee .

( i i i)  In  c a r r y in g  o u t  h is  fa c t - f in d in g  to u r  th e  fo llo w in g
m a in  p o in ts  w e r e  n o t e d :

(a ) T h e r e  i s  n o  u p - to -d a te  r o ll o f  b ra n c h  m e m ­
b e r s  w ith  th e  R e g im e n ta l A ss o c ia tio n . 
T h e  o n ly  r o ll i s  th a t  k e p t  o f  m e m b e rs  an d  
e x - m e m b e r s  w h o  h a v e  r e g is te r e d  d ire c t 
w ith  th e  se c r e ta r y  o f  th e  R e g im e n ta l 
.A sso c ia t io n .

C o m p le te  r o lls  o f  b ra n c h  m e m b e rs  a re  n o w  
b e in g  o b ta in e d  w ith  a  v ie w  to  e m b o d y in g  
th e m  in  th e  -A sso c ia tio n  R o ll .

(b l  V e r y  fe w  o f  th o s e  le a v in g  th e  S e n d e e  non- 
jo in  th e  R e g im e n t a l A ss o c ia t io n , d u e  
m a in ly  to  th e  fa c t  th a t th e r e  h a s  b een  
in a d e q u a te  lia is o n  b e tw e e n  th e  A s s o c ia ­
t io n  a n d  th e  B a tta lio n s .

I t  i s  n o w  p ro p o s e d  to  g e t  th e  B a tta lio n s  to 
fo r w a rd  th e  n a m e s  a n d  a d d r e s se s  o f  
s o ld ie r s  a s  th e y  le a v e  th e  S e n d e e  so  th at 
a r r a n g e m e n ts  c a n  b e  m a d e  w ith  th e  
b ra n c h  s e c re ta r ie s  in  w h o s e  lo c a li ty  th e y  
l iv e  to  fo llo w  th e m  u p .

(c )  B r a n c h e s  a r e  n o t  a l l p r o p e r ly  c o n stitu te d .
I t  is  s u g g e s te d  th a t e a c h  b ra n c h  sh o u ld  
h a v e  a  c h a ir m a n , in  a d d it io n  to  a  s e c ­
r e t a r y  a n d  t r e a s u re r , a n d  r u le  4 8  a m en d ed  
a c c o r d in g ly .

(d ) H o n . s e c re ta r ie s  o f  B ra n c h e s  w o u ld  lik e  to
m e e t  u n d e r  th e  c h a ir m a n s h ip  o f  th e  
S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  R e g im e n t a l A ss o c ia tio n  
w e l l  b e fo r e  e a c h  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m itte e  
M e e t in g  so  th a t th e y  c a n  b r in g  to  n o tic e  
a n y  s u g g e st io n s , e t c . . w h ic h  th e y  c o n ­
s id e r  s h o u ld  r e c e iv e  th e  a tte n tio n  o f  th e  
E x e c u t iv e  C o m m itte e .

T h e  re p o r t  w a s  a d o p te d  a n d  th e  C h a irm a n  o f  th e  E x e c u t iv e  
C o m m itte e  th a n k e d  th e  S u b - C o m m it t e e  f o r  th e ir  w o rk .

7  S p ec ia l S u b -C o m m itte e  o n  A lb u h e ra  D a y  P a r a d e
(a) T h e  r e p o r t  c i rc u la te d  w dth th e  a g e n d a  w a s  a d o p te d .
(b l .A risin g  fro m  th e  r e p o r t  th e  s u m  o f  £ 1 0  w a s  au th o ris e d  now 

fo r  a d v e rt is in g  a n d  th e  S u b - C o m m it t e e ,  w h ic h  i s  to  rem a in  
in  b e in g  u n t i l fu r th e r  n o tic e , w a s  re q u e s t e d  to  p u t  u p  an  
e s tim ate  Tor fu r th e r  e x p e n s e s  a t  th e  n e x t  E x e c u t iv e  C o m ­
m itte e  m e e t in g .

S. O ther B u s in e s s
(a) N om inated M em bers. T h e  e le c t io n  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  to  re p re se n t  

th e  d isb a n d e d  7 th  a n d  8 th  B a tt a l io n s  w a s  n o t e d :
7t h  B a t t a l io n : C o l .  NY. D .  E l l i s .  O .B .E.. T .D .
8 th  B a t t a l io n : B r ig a d ie r  E .  E .  F .  B a k e r . C .B .. C.B-E-, 

D .S.O .. M .C .. T .D .. D .L.
(b l Pan-time Gardener. Memorial Cottages. M ill H ill. I t  w a s  

a g reed  th a t th e  e m p lo y m e n t  o f  th e  p a r t - t im e  g a r d e n e r  to  
look a fte r  th e  g a r d e n s  in  N o s .  3 a n d  4  c o tta g e s  sh o u ld  c e a se  
w ith  e f fe c t  f ro m  N o v e m b e r  x . 1 9 6 1 .  a n d  th a t  th e  s e c r e t a r y  
sh o u ld  d e c id e  i f  a n d  w h e n  a  g a r d e n e r  s h o u ld  b e  e m p lo y e d  
in  th e se  g a r d e n s  in  19 6 2 -  

' c 1 Extra Lana a t Enfield. T h e  in s tr u c t io n s  g iv e n  b y  th e  C h a irm a n  
fo r  th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  c o n v e y a n c e  o f  th e  e x t r a  p ie c e  o f 

. . .  b in d a t  E n f ie ld  w e r e  c o n fir m e d .
'  A t v r  Meeting. I t  w a s  a g r e e d  th a t th e  n e x t  m e e t in g  o f  th e  

E x e c u t iv e  C o m m itte e  s h o u ld  b e  h e ld  o n  T h u r s d a y .  F e b ­
ru a ry  2 2 ,  19 6 2 .

F -  W A L D E N .  C o lo n e l.
T  ,  „  S e c r e t a r y .  M i d d le s e x  R e g im e n t a l A ss o c ia t io n .

°« a n s b r o o k  R o a d .
\-  E d g w a re , M id d le s e x .

, 4> l g 6 ,

S E C R E T A R Y ’S  R E P O R T  O N  B E N E V O L E N T  W O R K
1 .  D u r i n g  th e  p e r io d  f ro m  Ju n e  1 .  1 9 6 1 ,  to  S e p te m b e r  3 0 , 19 6 1 .  

th e  s u m  o f  £ 3 7 1  14 s .  o d . h a s b e e n  u se d  to  a s s is t  4 9  c a s e s .
2 . Convalescent Holidays. F o u r te e n  c a s e s  w e r e  a s s is te d  in  c o ­

o p e r a t io n  w ith  th e  B r it is h  L e g io n  an d  th e  W e lfa r e  D e p a rtm e n ts  o f  
th e  C o u n ty  C o u n c i ls  o f  M id d le s e x , L o n d o n , a n d  S u r r e y .

I n  o n e  o f  th e se  c a s e s  th e  h u sb a n d , o w in g  to  h is  c o n d it io n , h a d  to  
g o  b v  c a r . W h ils t  th e  c o u p le  c o u ld , a n d  d id . p a y  fo r  th e ir  h o lid a y , 
th e y  c o u ld  n o t a f fo rd  to  p a y  fo r  c a r  h ir e  in  a d d it io n . T h i s  c h a rg e  w a s  
m e t  b y  th e  A s s o c ia t io n .

3 . Housing, (a ) A  m a n  a llo ca te d  a  n e w  h o u s e  w a s  as s is te d  w ith  
re m o v a l e x p e n s e s .

(b )  A n  e ld e r ly  m a n . w h o  h a d  b e e n  b r i n g  in  a c a r a v a n  an d  w a s  
g iv e n  n o t ic e  to  q u it , b e c a u se  h e  w a s  n o  lo n g e r  a b le  to  w o r k  fo r  th e 
o w n e r, w a s  a llo tte d  a n  u n fu r n is h e d  c o tta g e  fre e  b y  th e  lo c a l v ic a r . 
T h e  A s s o c ia t io n  a s s is te d  in  th e  p u r c h a s e  o f  c e r ta in  e s se n tia l ite m s  o f  
f u r n itu r e  f o r  th e  c o tta g e .

4 .  Clothing Grants. T e n  c a s e s  w e r e  a s s is te d . A ll w e r e  e ld e r ly  o r  
s ic k  p e o p le  l iv in g  o n  r e t ir e m e n t  p e n s io n s , o r  w id o w s , e x c e p t  o n e . 
T h i s  e x c e p t io n  w a s  a  g ir l  w h o  h a d  q u a h fie d  fo r  a  p la c e  in  a  g ra m m a r  
s c h o o l an d  w h o s e  fa th e r  w a s  in  h o sp ita l w ith  li t t le  h o p e  o f  h is  
r e c o v e r y . .A ss ista n c e  in  th is  c a s e  w a s  g iv e n  to w a r d s  th e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a  
s c h o o l u n ifo rm .

5 .  Fuel Grants. S e v e n  c a s e s  w e re  a s s is te d . A l l  w e r e  e ld e r ly  a n d  
s o m e  w e r e  s t r ic k e n  w ith  T . B .

6 . Gas and or Electric Light Bills. A  g ra n t  to w a r d s  th e  se tt le m e n t  
o f  th e s e  w a s  m a d e  in  f o u r  c a s e s  o f  s ic k n e ss  (tw o  w ith  T . B . ).

7 .  A Hscellaneous. (a ) .-A ssistance w a s  g iv e n  to w a r d s  r e n t  a r re a rs  
to  a  m a n  w h o  h a d  g iv e n  th e  w e e k ly  ren t to  a  so n  fo r  p a y m e n t . A fte r  
a c o n s id e r a b le  p e r io d  it  w a s  d isc o v e re d  th at th e  so n  h a d  p o c k e te d  th e  
m o n e y  a n d  fa ile d  to  p a y  th e  r e n t . A s  a  r e s u lt  th e  s o n  is  n o w  in  a 
r e m a n d  h o m e .

(b) A  c o u p le  w h o  s u ffe re d  c o n s id e r a b le  lo ss  w h e n  th e ir  h o m e  w a s  
b ro k e n  in to  w h i ls t  th e y  w e r e  a w a y  w e r e  g iv e n  f in a n c ia l a s s ista n c e .

(c ) T h e  c o s t  o f  th e  fu n e r a l  o f  a s r i l l - b o m  b a b y , a n d  o th e r  sm all 
d e b ts , w e r e  p a id  b y  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  f o r  a  c o u p le  w h o  a r e  g o in g  
t h ro u g h  a  v e r y  d i f f ic u lt  tim e .

(d ) A  g ra n t , r e q u e ste d  b y  th e  A lm o n e r , w a s  m a d e  to  a  w if e  
to w a r d s  h e r  t r a v e lb n g  e x p e n s e s , to  e n a b le  h e r  to  v is i t  h e r  s ic k  
h u s b a n d  d a ily  in  h o sp ita l .

(e ) T h r o u g h  a  p ro b a t io n  o ffic e r  h e lp  w a s  g iv e n  to  an  e x - m e m b e r  
o f  th e  R e g im e n t  to  e n a b le  h im  to  c le a r  u p  h is  a f fa ir s  in  L o n d o n  an d  
to  g o  to  w o rk  in  W a le s , w h e r e  h is  w ife  h a d  g o n e  w ith  th e ir  c h ild re n . 
I t  is  h o p e d  th a t th e  a s s is ta n c e  g iv e n  r e su lte d  in  a  re c o n c ib a t io n . 
th o u g h  n o  c o n fir m a tio n  o f  th is  h a s y e t  b e e n  g iv e n .

( f )  T h e  w ife  o f  a  s o ld ie r  in  th e  1 s t  B a tta b o n  w a s  a s s is te d  w h e n  sh e  
lo st  h e r  p u r s e  w h i ls t  sh o p p in g .

(g )  T h e  w if e  o f  a n o th e r  so ld ie r  in  th e  1 s t  B a tta lio n  w a s  a s s iste d  
w ith  h e r  fa r e  to  G e r m a n y  w ith  th e ir  tw o  c h i ld re n . A  r e c o n c il ia t io n  
h a d  b e e n  e ffe c te d  a fte r  th e  w ife  h a d  le f t  h e r  h u sb a n d  a n d  r e tu rn e d  to  
E n g la n d  a lo n e .

(h ) A  c o n tin u in g  g ra n t  w a s  m a d e  to  th e  C h e ls e a  H o s p it a l  fo r  
In - p e n s io n e r s  o f  th e  R e g im e n t .

M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T A L  A SSO C L A T IO N  
M IN U T E S  O F  A N N U A L  G E N E R A L  M E E T IN G  H E L D  A T  T H E  
S E Y M O U R  H A L L . SEY "M O U R  P L A C E , W .i ,  O N  F R IO A A , 

N O V E M B E R  1 7 ,  1 9 6 1

Present: L t . - C o l .  G .  L .  F o x ,  T .D ., D .L. ( C h a ir m a n !. B r ig a d ie r  B .  B .
R a c k h a m . v .B .E .. M .C .. D .L ., C o l .  A .  S .  J .  d e  S .  C la y t o n . D .L ..
C o l . S .  F .  H e d g e c o e , C o l .  A . M .  M a n . D .s .o .. O .B .E.. L t . - C o l .
H . NY. NY. G r a v ,  m .b .e . .  t . d . .  M a jo r  C .  N .  C la y d e n . M a jo r  N\ R .
D a w e . M a io r  E .  L .  H e v w o o d . M a jo r  P . F .  N e w m a n . M .B .E .,
M a io r  G .  P a r r - H e a d . C a p t . S .  R . B o n n a m y . C a p t . H . A . B .
C la v p o le , M r .  D .  C a r i l l .  M r .  A .  D r a k e . M r . R .  H . F e r g u s o n .
M r  \ .  NY. H a v a rd . M r .  L .  Jo h n s o n . M r .  E .  S .  M a n g o ld . M r .  C .
P o o le . M r .  A .  E .  S il ls . M r .  R . NY. S to k e s . M r .  J .  T r u n !e > . M r .
E .  A . T u r n e r .  M r .  S .  F .  T u r n e r .  P te . C .  d e  S .  C la y t o n . C o l .  F .
N Yalden  (S e c r e t a r y ! .
I .  Election o f Branch Representatives to the E xeeutne C ommittee oj

th e  Regimental Association. T h e  C h a irm a n  in fo r m e d  th e  m e e tin g
That n o m in a t io n s  fo r  B r a n c h  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  h a d  b e e n  r e c e iv e d  f r o m :

M i l l  H i ll  B ra n c h  . .  - • M a jo r  P . F .  N e w m a n . M .B.E.
H o m s e v  B r a n c h  M r . A . E .  S i l l s
E n f ie ld  B r a n c h  M r . J .  T r u n le y
H o u n s lo w  B r a n c h  - • M r .  J .  C a s tr e e
U x b r id g e  B r a n c h  N i l
E a lin g  B r a n c h  M r . D .  M o e k m a r .
o th  B a tt a l io n  M r .  1  R .  B e n n e tt
H o m e  G u a r d  ( 1 2 t h  B n . C a p t .  S .  R .  B o n n a m y .

T h e  C h a irm a n  e x p la in e d  th a t , a s  th e r e  w a s  n o  q u o r u m  in  a c c o r d ­
an c e  w ith  R u le  t 4 ( c ' .  th e r e  w o u ld  b e  n o  e le c t io n , a n d  t h a t , a s  la id  
d o w n  in  R u le  3 4 (d ) , h e  n o m in a te d  th e  fo llo w in g  to  s e r v e  0 0  th e  
E x e c u n v e  C o m m itte e  fo r  th e  e n su in g  y e a r :

M a jo r  P . F .  N e w m a n . v .B .E .  (a lr e a d y  s e r v in g  o n  C o m m itte e .
l i v i n g  b e e n  e le c te d  in  1 9 6 1 I .

M r .  D .  S to c k m a n .
A  v o te  o f  th a n k s  w a s  g iv e n  to  M r .  J .  T r u n le y .  E n f ie ld  B r a n c h , th e  

r e t ir in g  B r a n c h  re p re se n ta t iv e .
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2. M inutes o f the last Meeting. T h e  M in u t e s  o f  th e  la s t  A n n u a l 
G e n e r a l  M e e t in g  w e r e  re a d  b y  th e  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  c o n fir m e d .

3 .  Accounts. I t  w a s  p r o p o s e d  b y  M r .  A .  E .  S i l l s  a n d  se c o n d e d  by- 
M r .  S .  F .  T u r n e r  th a t  th e  a u d ite d  a c c o u n ts  fo r  th e  y e a r  en d e d  
D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  i9 6 0 , w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  c irc u la te d  to  th e  B ra n c h e s  
p r io r  to  th e  m e e t in g  a n d  p u b lis h e d  in  th e  R e g im e n t a l  J o u r n a l ,  b e  
r e c e iv e d  a n d  a d o p te d . C a r r ie d .

4 .  Revision o f Association Rules. T h e  C h a ir m a n  e x p la in e d  th a t 
a s  th e r e  w a s  n o w  n o  D e p o t ,  it w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  m a k e  c e r ta in  a l te r ­
a t io n s  to  th e  e x is t in g  r u le s  r e g a r d in g  th e  a p p o in t m e n t  o f  a  V ic e -  
C h a i r m a n  a n d  th e  c o m p o s it io n  o f  th e  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m it te e .

T h i s  m a tte r  h a d  r e c e iv e d  c a r e fu l c o n s id e r a t io n  b y  th e  E x e c u t iv e  
C o m m it te e , a n d  th e  f o llo w in g  r e s o lu t io n  p a s s e d  at th e ir  m e e t in g  
h e ld  o n  J u n e  2 9 , 1 9 6 1 ,  w a s  su b m it te d  f o r  c o n fir m a tio n  in  a c c o r d a n c e  
w ith  R u l e  5 3 :

“  M inute  8— Other Business
(a ) Revision o f Association Rules, (i) I t  w a s  p ro p o s e d  b y  th e  

C h a ir m a n  a n d  se c o n d e d  b y  C o l .  H e d g e c o e  th a t th e  r e v is e d  ru le s  
s h o u ld  p r o v id e  fo r  th e  e le c t io n  o f  a  V ic e - C h a ir m a n  in  th e  sa m e  
m a n n e r  a s  th e  C h a ir m a n . C a r r ie d .

(i i)  I t  w a s  p ro p o s e d  b y  th e  C h a irm a n  a n d  se c o n d e d  b y  L t . -  
C o l .  R o b e r t s  th a t th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t  s h o u ld  n o m in a te  
a  s e r v in g  o ff ic e r , o th e r  th a n  th e  O ff ic e r  C o m m a n d in g  th e  1 s t  
B a t t a l io n , as a n  e x - o f f ic io  m e m b e r  o f  th e  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m itte e . 
C a r r ie d .

( i i i)  I t  w a s  a g r e e d  th a t th e  r e v is e d  r u le s  s h o u ld  p r o v id e  fo r  
b o th  th e  C h a ir m a n  a n d  th e  V ic e - C h a ir m a n  to  b e  e x - o ffic io  
m e m b e r s  o f  th e  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m it t e e .”

I t  w a s  p r o p o s e d  b y  M r .  L .  Jo h n s o n  a n d  se c o n d e d  b y  M r .  R .  H . 
F erg -u so n  th a t  th e  a b o v e  r e s o lu t io n  b e  c o n fir m e d . C a r r ie d  neni. con.

5 . W ar M emorial Cottages, Enfield. T h e  C h a ir m a n  e x p la in e d  in  
g e n e ra l te r m s  th e  s t e p s  w h ic h  a r e  b e in g  ta k e n  th ro u g h  th e  L o r d  
L ie u t e n a n t  to  la u n c h  an  a p p e a l in  th e  c o u n t y  fo r  u p  to  £ 1 3 , 0 0 0  to  
e n a b le  th e  R e g im e n t a l  A s s o c ia t io n  to  b u i ld  s ix  f la t le ts  at E n f ie ld , 
a n d  s ta te d  th a t a lr e a d y  a  g i f t  o f  10 0  g u in e a s  h a d  b e e n  r e c e iv e d  fro m  
M r .  P a g e  T a y lo r ,  a  D e p u t y  L ie u t e n a n t  o f  M id d le s e x .

6 . Vote o f  thanks. T h e  m e e t in g  c lo se d  w ith  a v o te  o f  th a n k s  to  
th e  c h a ir  p r o p o s e d  b y  M a jo r  P . F .  N e w m a n .

F .  W A L D E N ,  C o lo n e l,
S e c r e t a r y ,  M i d d le s e x  R e g im e n t a l  A s s o c ia t io n .

D e c e m b e r  1 ,  1 9 6 1 .

Widely K n o w n

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S e r v i c e s

H a w k e s  h a v e  s u p p l i e d  S e r v i c e  u n i f o r m  a n d  
e q u i p m e n t  f o r  n e a r l y  t w o  h u n d r e d  y e a r s .  B u t  

t h e y  a r e  e q u a l l y  w e l l  k n o w n  a s  c i v i l i a n  t a i l o r s ,  

m o d e r n  i n  t h e i r  m e t h o d s ,  w h i l e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n  
t h e i r  s p i r i t .  H a w k e s  D e p a r t m e n t  f o r  I m m e d i a t e  

W e a r  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o r t  o f  m e n  w h o  w i s h  t o  
m a i n t a i n  t h e  S a v i l e  R o w  s t a n d a r d  w i t h o u t  

u n d u e  s t r a i n  o n  t h e i r  p o c k e t .

•  L O U N G E  S U I T S  F R O M  £ 2 2 /0 / 0

•  O V E R C O A T S  F R O M  1 9  G N S

•  S P O R T S  J A C K E T S  F R O M  1 1  G N S  

A L L  U N I F O R M S  A N D  S E R V I C E
E Q U I P M E N T  S U P P L I E D  

F o r  B e s p o k e  T a ilo r in g , p a t t e r n s  a n d  p r ic e s  w il l  
b e  g la d ly  s u p p l ie d  o n  re q u e s t

H a w k e s  of S a v i l e  R o w
R e g i m e n t a l  T a i l o r s  a n d  O u t f i t t e r s  

E s t a b l i s h e d  1 7 7 1  

1 SAVILE ROW, W.l 
( T e l e p h o n e :  R E G e n t  0 1 8 6 )

12a LONDON RD., CAMBERLEY 
( T e l e p h o n e :  C a m b e r l e y  8 2 9 )
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FLORISTS

for 'ÉJlowtri, P tan ti, tic.

MEMBERS OF INTERFLORA

(F lo we rt  b y  wi re,  any  

t i me an d  anywhere  

throughout  the wo rld )

DAY tHONES: M ILL H ILL 1387 S T O N E G R O V E  8081 

NIGHT R H O N E ; M ILL H IL L  1338

I B R O A D W A Y ,  M I L L  H I L L ,  N .W .7  

2 9 »  H A L E  L A N E ,  E D G W A R E

“ NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR 
EMPLOYMENT OF REGULAR SAILORS, 

SOLDIERS AND AIRMEN”

C A L L I N G  A L L  R E G U L A R  S O L D I E R S

 ̂Î ̂
D O  Y O U  K N O W

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  B r a n c h  o f  t h i s  O r g a n i s a t i o n  o p e r a t i n g  in 

t h e  l o c a l i t y  o f  y o u r  h o m e ?

I t  i s  o n l y  w a i t i n g  f o r  a  p e r s o n a l  c a l l  f r o m  y o u ,  o r  a  ring 

o n  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  o r  a  p o s t c a r d ,  t o  g e t  b u s y  w i t h  your 

e m p l o y m e n t  p r o b l e m .

Y o u  c a n  a l w a y s  g e t  t h e  a d d r e s s  o f  y o u r  A r e a  Jo b f in d e r  

f r o m  y o u r  l o c a l  P o s t  O f f i c e  o r  f r o m  y o u r  R e g i m e n t a l  

A s s o c i a t i o n .

R E G U L A R  F O R C E S  E M P L O Y M E N T  

A S S O C I A T I O N  

6 2  V I C T O R I A  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N ,  S . W . l


