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(5 7th  an d  77th)
T he P lu m e o f the P rince of W ales. In  each o f the four com ers the la te  D u ke o f C am bridge 's C yp h er and Coronet.

"Mysore,” “ Sermgapatam," " Albuhera," "Ciludad Rodrigo," “  Badajoz," " Vittoria," "Pyrenees," "  Nivelle," "  Nive "  "Peninsula" 
"Alma," "  Inkerman," "Sevastopol," "  New Zealand,” "South Africa, 1879," "Relief of Ladysmith," “ South Africa 1900-02!”

' G in c h y ,”  "  F lers-C ou rce lette ,"  "  M o rval,”  "  T h ie p v a l,"  "  L e  T ra n slo y ,”  “  A n cre H é ig h ts ,"  "  A n cre , 1916, ’ 18 ,”  "  B ap au m e 
*9*7. l8 - ’ 18 ,”  "  V im y, 19 17 ,”  "  Scarp e, 19 17 , '18 ,”  "  A rie u x ,”  "  P ilckem ,”  "  Langem arck , 19 17 ,”  "  Menin R o a d ,"

P olygon W ood, Broodseinde, “  P oelcappelle,”  "  P assch en d aele ,"  “  Cambrai, 1917, ’18,” " S t .  Q u en tin ," " R o s i è r e s ”  "  A v iê !"  
“  Villers B re to n n e u x ,”  “ L y s ,”  "  E s ta ir e s ,"  H azeb rouck ,”  “  B a ille u l,”  "  K em m el."  “  Sch eroen b erc  Hindenburg Line," "  C anal
du N ord ,”  “  S t . Quentin C an al,”  "  C ou rtra i,”  "  S e lle ,"  “  V alenciennes,”  "  S am b re ,”  "  F ran ce  an d  F lan d ers, 19 14 - 18  "  “  Ita ly  
19 17 - 18 ,”  “ S tru m a ,"  " D oiran , 19 18 ,”  “ M acedonia, 19 15 - 18 ,”  “ Suvla," “ Lan d in g  at S u v la ,”  “ S c im itar H ill,”  " G a l l ip o li  1915,’’ 
" R um am . “ E g y p t , 1915-17.”  “ G az a ,”  “ E l  M ughar,”  "Jerusalem," “ Je r ic h o ,"  “ Jo r d a n ,"  “  TeU ’A su r ,”  “  P alestin e 19 17 - 18  ” 

“  Mesopotamia, 1917-18," "  M urm an, 1 9 19 ,"  "  D u k h o v sk ay a ,”  "  S iberia. 19 18 - 19 .”

War I I — 7 Battalions— North-West Europe, 19 40 : "  T h e  D y le ,”  “  D efence o f  the E s c a u t ,”  “  Y p re s— Com ines C a n a l,”  "  Du 
19 , \  South-East Asia, 19 4 1: “ H o n g k o n g ."  North Africa, 1942-43: “  El A la m e in ,"  “ A d v an ce  on T r ip o li,”  “  M areth ”  “ Ah 

Djebel R oum an a. Sicily, 1943 "  F ran c o fo n te ,"  “  S fe rro ,"  “  S ferro  H ills .”  Italy. 104 4-4s : “  A n z io .”  “  C arreceto  ”  "  <

" Dunkirl .
! ‘ DjeMe.! ^ ou !na^ a ' ”  , “ ,? ic ! ly ' 1 943 " : "  "  F ran c o fo n te ,"  " 'S fem o ,'” ”  S ferro  H ills .”  '"i'taly, !944^45? "  AnzioT” ’ “  d x r e o e t o ,”  ' “ G oth ic  
Line, M onte G ran de. North-West Europe, 19 44 -4 5: Normandy Landing," "  C am bes,”  “  B re v il le ,”  ”  T he Odon ”  "  Caen ”  “  The

T"  Hl11 V 2 ' "  “  R id ge ,”  “  T ro a m ,”  »  Mont Pincon,”  "  F a la ise ,”  “  T he Seine, 19 4 4 ,"  "  T he N ed eriin ,"  "  L e  H a v re  "
The Lo w er M aas, "  V e n ra ij,"  ”  M eije l,”  "  G eilenkirch en ,”  "  V enlo P o c k e t,”  "  T he R h in elan d ,”  “  G och ,”  "  T he R eicb w ald  ”  "The 

Rhine, Lm gen, ’  B r in k u m ,"  “  B re m en .”

“  Korea 1950-51," “  Naktong Bridgehead,”  "  C h o n g ju ,"  “ Chongchon I I , ”  “  C h u am -N i,”  “  K ap yo n g -c h o n ,"  “  K a p y o n g .”
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£4itcr\&  C om m en t A
T h e  C lo s in g  o f  t h e  D e p o t

On Ju ly  27, a decision w as finally taken on the dates 
for the closure o f the D epot, and for the future develop­
ment o f the In glis  Barracks site.

O ur D epot w ill disband on Jan u ary  3 1 ,  19 6 1, and the 
rear party w ill have until M arch  3 1  to dispose o f stores 
and tidy  up. R .H .Q . w ill be established w ith  effect 
fro m  Febru ary  1 ,  but w e do not expect that it w ill be 
fu lly  staffed until you r E d ito r arrives to take over 
com m and, at the beginning o f A pril.

T h e  last N ational S ervice  Intake, scheduled fo r the 
E ast A n glian  Brigade, jo in s on O ctober 6, and w ill 
pass out ju st before C hristm as. R egu lar recruits jo in ­
ing after the last w eek in O ctober w ill be sent to H om e 
C ounties B rigade  D ep ot fo r training.

A s  soon as w e have m oved out, site c learing w ill 
begin and new buildings and im provem ent to existing 
bu ildings w ill start in A ugust.

T h e  final layout w ill be as fo llo w s:—
A  and B  blocks w ill be reconditioned and occupied 

b y  the H om e Postal D epot. T h e ir  offices and head­
quarters w ill be built on the present site o f the lava­
tories, and the d ining halls and kitchen are to be 
dem olished, leavin g a clear space between the blocks.

C  block is to be dem olished and in its place a new 
block fo r the headquarters o f the W .R .A .C . Battalion 
w ho are to be the other occupants o f this site, w ill be 
erected. T h e  w om en soldiers’ living quarters w ill be 
in new  barrack blocks to be put on the present football 
p itch adjacent to C  block.

T h e  huts o f 10  Com m and W orkshops are to be 
cleared and the hillside w ill then be landscaped, w hich 
w ill certainly be an im provem ent.

O u r R .H .Q ., w hich w ill include the M useum , w ill 
be  located in the present D epot O rderly Room  block, 
and our W ar M em orial w ill rem ain in situ.

C r ic k e t  W e e k

T h e  year i960  w ill be a sad one for all lovers o f cricket 
throughout the Regim ent fo r it w ill probab ly see the 
end o f our enjoyable and hospitable C ricket W eek, 
therefore it is fitting to record that it ended on a happy 
and unique note for it is the first tim e that a serving 
general officer has represented the Regim ent— we refer

naturally to M ajo r-G en . Jo e  W eston, w ho has played 
regularly  since he w as first com m issioned in 1931. 
O ur congratulations to him  on this splendid achieve­
ment and incidentally on his substantive prom otion ; our 
thanks also to him  for his u nfailing support o f our 
C ricket W eek.

W e are m indful also o f the financial support always 
given b y  the O fficers’ C lub , w ithout w hich  the Cricket 
W eek w ould never have been possible.

R e v . A. J . W ilc o x ,  C .B .E .
Form er m em bers o f the 2nd Battalion w ill be very 

sorry to hear that Padre W ilcox died recently at the 
age o f 7 1 .  H e w as an old and dear friend o f the 77th, 
w hom  he came to know  w ell in C airo in 1920-21. 
A fter retiring from  the A rm y he w as appointed curate 
to St. M argarets, W estm inster. A  personal tribute from 
The Times appears elsewhere.

C a p t .  S i r  V y v y a n  H o l t ,  K .B .E ., C .M .G ., M .V .O .
A nother great loss has been sustained by  the Regi­

m ent in the person o f C apt. S ir  V yvyan  H olt, known 
affectionately to his m any friends o f the 2nd and 9th 
Battalions as “  D am m e.”  H e w as a gallant gentleman 
and a most loyal supporter o f our Regim ent. Personal 
tributes from  Cols. F o x  and Sloane Stan ley appear 
elsewhere.

R e m e m b r a n c e  S u n d a y
Although the D epot closes shortly  the W ar Memorial 

rem ains, and it is our fervent w ish  and hope that 
fu ture Rem em brance Sun days w ill be held at the 
Regim ental M em orial at M ill H ill.

O F F IC E R  R E T IR E M E N T S  
M a jo r  J . B y w a te r s ,  M .B .E .

M ajor Jo h n  B y  waters recently retired from the 
A ctive  L is t after 2 1  years’ service w ith the Regiment. 
H e enlisted in the 7th Battalion in 19 39  and was com­
m issioned in 1940, when he jo ined the 2nd Battalion at 
Poole. It was w hilst serving w ith this Battalion that 
he sustained an in jury to his back w hich caused per­
m anent disability and prevented him from  serving with 
field units. H e also served for som e time with

26 M achine G u n  T rain in g  C entre and, later, w ith the 
British M ission in G reece. In  the last ten years o f his 
service he w as em ployed as a Perm anent S ta ff Officer 
with the R egu lar Com m issions Board and the W ar 
Office Selection Board at Barton Stacey, where he was 
awarded the M .B .E . for his services.

John B y  waters has alw'ays been a keen m em ber o f 
the Regim ent and was often to be seen at the R eg i­
mental G o lf M eetings, w here he w as a most successful 
competitor. H e is now Secretary o f the Brockenhurst 
Manor G o lf  C lub  and was very  kind to you r E ditor 
when the latter played there in Ju ly .

H .M . T H E  Q U E E N ’S S P E E C H  T O  T H E  
3 r d  B A T T A L IO N  G R E N A D IE R  G U A R D S

“  Colonel W ay, Officers, W arrant Officers, N on- 
Commissioned Officers and G uardsm en o f the 3rd 
Battalion G renadier G u ards:

“ I do not think that there can be anybody here today 
who does not feel a pang o f sorrow  and regret as we say 
goodbye to this historic Battalion. O w ing to the 
changing structure o f the A rm y, other Regim ents have 
already lost Battalions w ith long and distinguished 
records. M an y o f them  have held their final parades, 
and their C olours have been laid up. T h ro ugh  being 
your Colonel for ten years, I have had a closer link 
with the G renadiers than w ith  any other Regim ent in 
the Arm y, and that is w hy I have invited you  here 
today. But I w ould like you  to rem em ber those other 
Regiments too ; and I ask them to regard this Parade 
as sym bolic o f m y feelings o f sym pathy w ith all Corps 
and Regim ents in the A rm y w hich have lost units for 
which they have as great an affection as all G renadiers 
feel for their 3rd B attalion .”

F O R T H C O M IN G  E V E N T S

Sept. 30 . . A utum n G o lf  M eeting— H endon.
Oct. 28 . . Annual General M eeting —  Seym our

H all.
Regim ental Reunion— Seym ou r Hall. 

Nov. 12  . . Rem em brance D ay Service— Field  o f
Rem em brance, W estm inster.

Nov. 13  . . Rem em brance D ay Service— Inglis B ar­
racks, M ill H ill,' N .W .7.

Nov. 23 . . O fficers’ C lub  Cocktail P arty— D epot.
Nov. 25 . . 57th/77th O fficers’ D inner— U nited S e r­

vice C lub.

5 7 th  7 7 th  M IL IT IA  D IN N E R

This dinner is being held at the U nited Services 
Club on Friday , N ovem ber 25, i960.

Those eligible to attend are officers who have served 
with any Regular or M ilitia  Battalion o f the M iddlesex 
Regiment at any time.

ft is hoped, therefore, that Short Service, National 
Service and Em ergency Com m issioned officers who 
served w ith  the 1st or 2nd Battalions w ill attend, 
further inform ation m ay be obtained from  the P .M .C . 
at the D epot. Regu lar and M ilitia  officers w ill receive

O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  D IN N E R , i9 6 0

T h e  O fficers’ C lub  D inner w as held at the U nited 
Sendees C lub  on Friday , Ju ly  22. L t .-G e n . G . C . 
Bucknall presided, and the follow ing also attended: 
L t .-C o l. G . B . A yre, Brigadier E . E . F . Baker, Capt. 
M . J .  Beaum ont, M ajo r F . J .  Bennett, C apt. R . Bennett, 
Capt. S . R . Bonnam y, M ajor J .  C . D u  Parc Braham , 
L t .-C o l. I . D . Brotherton, C ol. M . Brow ne, M ajor 
K . J .  Carter, L t-C o l. T .  W . Chattev, M ajo r A . W . 
C lark , Col. A . S . J .  de S . C layton, M ajor P. Collins, 
L t .-C o l. H . Cook, L t.-C o l. S . F . W . M . del Court, 
M ajor W. R . D aw e, L t . M . F . Deakin, L t . R . T . 
D outhet, M ajor H . C . E llis, Col. W . D . E llis, M ajor
H . J .  Evans, M ajor H . Farrow', Brigadier E . WT. C . 
Flavell, L t .-C o l. G . L . Fo x , 2/L t. G . N . Freeborn, 
M ajo r P . W . G alvin , C apt. M . C . D . L .  G ilham , L t.
E . C . G raham , C apt. R . E . G uest, M ajor J .  A . Ham ilton, 
M ajor H . K . H ardcastle, M ajor G . H artley, C ol. S . F . 
H edgecoe, L t.-C o l. A . S . H ewson, M ajor E . L .  H ey- 
w ood, M ajor G . W . P . H odding, L t .-G e n . S ir  B rian  G . 
H orrocks, M ajor R . D . H utchings, M ajor S . C . Ja y , 
M ajor R . A . K aye , M ajor G . K ent, C apt. C . L .  L a w ­
rence, M ajor R . J .  Leighton, M ajo r S ir  A rth ur Lew ey, 
M ajor H . R . M acK en zie  B iggs, Col. A . M . M an , Col. 
N . M oller, C apt. H . J .  A . M oore, C apt. H . A . Parker, 
M ajor A . E . Peasley, M ajor B. A . M . Pielow , 2 Lt. 
R . C . Pitm an, C ol. W . E . Pringle, L t.-C o l. D . Sax, 
C ol. R . D . Sherbrooke-W alker, M ajor H . Sherwood, 
L t.-C o l. D . E . Sim pson, C ol. W . A . Stew art, B rigadier 
O. H . T id b u ry , C apt. C . G . W ebber, C apt. S . C . W . 
W eller, and M ajor M . P. W eedon.

D urin g the D inner telegram s from  H .M . T h e  Queen 
and from  the 1st Battalion w ere read, and G en. Bucknall 
inform ed those present that he had received a letter 
from  the Colonel o f the Regim ent who regretted his 
inability' to be present him self, and he had asked G en . 
Bucknall to deputise for him.

O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  “  A T  H O M E  ”

T h e  “  A t H om e ”  was held in the O fficers’ M ess at 
the Regim ental D epot on Ju n e  25. Som e 50 past and 
present m em bers o f the C lub  and w idows o f deceased 
officers attended, and enjoyed the excellent tea provided 
by  the N A A F I .

A nother dozen or so who had intended to com e were 
unfortunately kept aw ay by a very  bad thunderstorm  in 
L ondon in the afternoon. T h e  storm  in fact missed 
M ill H ill and the visitors w ere able to enjoy the brilliant 
sunshine on the lawns. A  few  guests took advantage 
o f their visit to the D epot to look ov er the Regim ental 
M useum .

A n  otherwise very enjoyable occasion was spoiled 
only by  the knowledge that this would be the last time 
that w e w ould be able to hold this party at the R eg i­
mental D epot.

S T O P  P R E S S
C R IC K E T

the usual letter in due course, but it is im possible to
c>rcularise everybody.

W e have ju st heard that the D epot won the London 
D istrict Challenge C up  by beating the Provost C om ­
pany, R .M .P .
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1 s t  B a t t a l i o n  N o t e s
In  c o n tra s t  to  las t year, S en n e lag e r, S o ltau , an d  th e  

N u c le a r  B a ttle  g e n e ra lly , h av e  tak e n  p lace  u n d e r  lo w erin g  
skies.

W e  e n d e d  o u r  las t jo u rn a l  n o tes  a t S en n e lag e r, n o t 
d a r in g  to  look in to  th e  fu tu re . T h e  la te r  p a r t  o f  A p ril 
w as tak e n  u p  w ith  fin ish in g  o ff o u r  tra in in g  th ere , an d  
m ak in g  fu ll u se  o f  excellen t ranges an d  facilities p ro v id ed . 
S e n n e la g e r is alw ays a w elcom e b rea k  f ro m  th e  n o rm al 
ro u tin e  o f  b a rra c k  life, a n d  a lth o u g h  liv in g  c o n d itio n s  
a re  n o t o f th e  b e s t, a v isit th e re  is m o re  th a n  w o rth  w hile. 
A ll ran k s  m ad e  a g rea t effo rt, a n d  d isp lay ed  g rea t 
e n th u s ia sm , a n d  m an y  lessons w e re  lea rn t, f ro m  tac tica l 
h a n d lin g  o f  w eap o n s to  th e  lig h tin g  o f  stoves. W e 
re tu rn e d  o n  A p ril  3, a n d  im m ed ia te ly  p lu n g e d  v igorously  
in to  o u r  ac tiv itie s  fo r  M ay .

T h e s e  w e re  v a ried , a n d  in c lu d e d  m an y  s p o rt in g  e ven ts, 
b es id es  th e  u su a l te s t in g  tra in in g  sch em es a n d  exercises. 
T h e  B a tta lio n  m ad e  its  m ark  in  th e  2 n d  D iv isio n  
In d iv id u a l A th le tic s  C h a m p io n sh ip s . L t. C h eesm an  
g a in e d  first p lace  in  th e  d iscu s  a n d  w e ig h t; w h ile  C p l. 
S heffie ld  w o n  th e  h u rd le s , 2 /L t .  E v e ra rd  th e  800 m etres , 
a n d  P te . W a rd  th e  400 m e tre s . W e  e x te n d  o u r  c o n ­
g ra tu la tio n s  to  all th ese  a th le te s . O u r  sw im m in g  team  
w as u n e a rth e d  f ro m  so m ew h ere , an d  m an a g e d  to  re ta in  
th e  2 n d  D iv isio n  C h a m p io n sh ip  C u p  a fte r  a close 
tu ss le . A n  a c co u n t o f th ese  ac tiv itie s  ap p ears  e lsew here . 
A p p a re n tly  on ly  p ressu re  o f tra in in g  p rev e n te d  us fro m  
g o in g  forw 'ard to  th e  B .A .O .R . finals. T h e  m o n th  o f 
M a y  also saw  us sw eep  th e  b o a rd  a t th e  n t h  In fa n try  
B rig ad e  rifle m ee tin g , w ith  a w in  in  every’ tea m  event. 
L a s t y ea r w e  w o n  by  th e  sk in  o f  o u r  tee th , b u t  th is  y ea r 
th e re  w as n o  d o u b t as to  w h o  w ere  th e  w in n e rs . W e 
e x te n d  o u r  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  th e  sh o o tin g  tea m  o n  th is  
o u ts ta n d in g  ach iev em en t. T h e  re su lt  w as a w o rth y  
reflec tion  o f th e  te a m ’s h a rd  w o rk  an d  keen n ess  in  n o n e  
to o  easy co n d itio n s.

D e sp ite  th e  r ig o u rs  o f th e  tra in in g  p ro g ra m m e  w e 
fo u n d  tim e  to  c e leb ra te  A lb u h e ra  D ay . T h e  S e rg ea n ts ’ 
M ess  h e ld  a m o st successfu l ball to  w h ich  th e  officers 
a n d  th e ir  lad ies w ere  in v ited . T h e  b u ffe t w as p a r t ic u ­
larly  a p p rec ia ted , an d  w as th e  w o rk  o f  W .O .2  M ed lo ck  
(A .C .C .) , w h o  is still w ith  u s  fro m  A u stria n  days.

E x ercise  “  M ay  M a d n ess  ”  a lso  took  p lace  d u r in g  
th is  m o n th , an d  te s te d  th e  v a rio u s  d e p a rtm e n ts  o f th e  
B a tta lio n  in rap id  m o v em en t. P o u r in g  ra in  m ad e  th e  
e x erc ise  n o tew o rth y .

L a te r ,  som e p la to o n s w e n t to  H o h n e  to  p rac tise  
in fa n try /ta n k  c o -o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  tan k s . A g ain  m an y  
lessons w ere  lea rn t, an d  a s tu d y  m ad e  o f  th e  o th e r  
fe llo w ’s p o in t o f  view'. H o h n e , in c id en ta lly , is n e x t to  
th e  cam p  s ite  o f  B elsen , th e  rem a in s  o f  w h ich  can 
still b e  seen.

Y e t a n o th e r  p a rty  w e n t to  N o rw ay , th is  tim e  u n d e r  
2 /L t.  P itm a n , w h o  has n ow  w ith d ra w n  to  th e  D e p o t. 
A n  a c co u n t o f  th e ir  ac tiv itie s  ap p ears  e lsew h ere  in th is  
jo u rn a l .  L t. L eg g  has tak en  a fu r th e r  p a rty  w h o  have

n o t y e t re tu rn e d  a t t im e  o f  w ritin g . A ll sp eak  highly 
o f  th ese  t r ip s  as t ra in in g , a n d  th e  ac tiv itie s  certainly 
seem  to  b e  v aried . R aw  fish seem s to  b e  one  of the 
h ig h -lig h ts .

T h e  n ew  B rig ad e  C o m m a n d e r  p a id  us a visit and 
seem ed  w ell sa tisfied  w ith  w-hat he  saw . W e also received 
a v isit f ro m  th e  n ew  D iv isio n a l C o m m a n d e r . I n  addition 
w e s u p p lie d  B erlin  tra in  g u a rd s  w ith o u t any  international 
in c id e n t o ccu rrin g .

D u r in g  J u n e  w e m an a g e d  to  c o n c en tra te  o u r  efforts 
o n  th e  Q u e e n ’s b ir th d a y , a n d  a p a ra d e  w as h e ld  this 
y e a r  to  m ark  th e  occasion . T h e  C o m m a n d in g  Officer 
to o k  th e  sa lu te . T h is  w as fo llow ed  b y  a  B eating  of 
R e tre a t o n  th e  sq u a re  b y  th e  B an d  a n d  th e  C orps of 
D ru m s, to  w h ic h  local n o tab le s  w e re  in v ited . After­
w ard s , a cock ta il party’ w as g iv en  in  th e  O fficers’ Mess 
to  all th o se  w h o  a tte n d e d  th e  R e tre a t, an d  th is  was 
follow’ed  b y  a  k e lla r  party’.

E x ercise  “  Ju n e  Jo y  ” fo llow ed  th is , to  be  followed in 
its  tu rn  b y  th e  a n n u a l tra in in g  fo r tn ig h t  a t  S o ltau . This 
y e a r  w e  w ere  ca m p e d  in  a d iffe ren t locality , an d  much 
n e a re r  to  th e  sh o w ers  an d  o th e r  facilities. Soltau is 
s itu a te d  on  th e  fam ous L u e n e b u rg  h e a th , w h ich  many 
w ill reca ll fro m  w a r days. H o w ev er, w e w ere  very’ un­
lu ck y  w ith  th e  w e a th er, an d  it  p o u re d  w ith  ra in  most 
o f  th e  tim e . N o n e th e le ss , m u c h  first-c lass tra in in g  was 
do n e , d e sp ite  te s tin g  c o n d itio n s. W ell f itted  fo r battle 
f ro m  S o ltau , w e w e n t quickly’ in to  E xercise  “  Blind 
M o u s e ,” a s tiff  te s t  fo r  staffs a n d  h ea d q u ar te rs .

A s w e go to  p r in t, th e  B a tta lio n  is aw ay on  ye t another 
sch em e, th is  tim e  in c o -o p e ra tio n  w ith  G e rm a n  forces. 
F o r  o nce  th e  su n  is sh in ing .

T h e  w a n d e r lu s t has n o t only  g rip p e d  th e  “ Norway- 
ite s ,”  so  to  speak , b u t  also th e  a ssau lt p ioneers, who 
b u ilt  th em se lv es  a raft a n d  sailed  d o w n  th e  W ese r more 
o r  less in  a n o r th e r ly  d irec tio n .

T h e y  h ad  a successfu l t r ip ,  ev en  if  th ey  d id  not get 
as fa r  as th ey  expected .

M a jo r  E. L . H ey w o o d  v isited  us f ro m  th e  D epo t and 
w as to  b e  seen  v is itin g  H a m e ln ’s p laces o f  interest. 
A lso, L t.-C o l. del C o u r t  p a id  u s  a v isit from  South 
A frica , an d  a tte n d e d  th e  Q u e e n ’s B irth d ay  Parade. 
F in a lly , w e  h ad  a v isit fro m  th e  C o lonel o f  th e  Regiment, 
w ho  to o k  a k een  in te re s t in all o u r  activ ities.

W e a re  in d ee d  sad  to  lose  o u r  B an d m aste r, M r. F. A. 
Jack so n , w h o  has b een  o u r  B a n d m a ste r  fo r  th e  last ten 
years. H e  is re tirin g , a n d  w e w ish  h im  every’ success in 
c iv ilian  life. H e, a n d  M rs . Jack so n , w ill b e  m issed very 
m u ch . A n  ap p re c ia tio n  o f  h im  ap p e a rs  fu r th e r  on.

T h is  seem s to  b e  a  q u a r te r  o f  d e p a rtu re s , for we also 
lose  o u r  P a d re , th e  R ev. D esche . H e  has b een  w ith us 
som e n in e  m o n th s , a n d  w e a re  in d eed  sorry’ to  see hini 
go. W e h ave  g ro w n  ac cu s to m e d  to  h is  m easu red  an
d ig n ified  serv ices, an d  to  h is  ex cellen t s e r m o n s . He

p ossessed  a n  in v a lu ab le  a b ility  to  ta lk  in  th e  20th 
c e n tu ry , w ith o u t in  any  w ay d e p a rt in g  f ro m  th e  trad»*

D L  2)U-JJarJl 207

tional co n cep ts  o f  C h u rc h  teach in g . H e  is g o in g  to  a 
parish in C a n te rb u ry ’, a n d  w e w ish  h im  v e ry  w’ell in  his 
new m in istry .

H ow ever, w e w elcom e 2 /L ts .  D u d so n , R ose  and  
O’Regan, w h o  h av e  newly’ jo in e d  us, a n d  also M a jo r  
J. N . S h ip s te r  w h o  m an y  will k now  a lread y . H e  has 
returned  to  u s  f ro m  N .A .T .O .

In  co n c lu sio n , w e  c o n g ra tu la te  M a jo r  an d  M rs . 
Bellers o n  th e  b ir th  o f a  so n . A lso  C a p t. a n d  M rs . L lo y d  
on th e  b i r th  o f  a d a u g h te r ,  C a p t. a n d  M rs . Cow 'an on 
the b ir th  o f  a so n , a n d  C a p t. a n d  M rs . K itc h e n e r  o n  th e  
birth o f  a son  also.

C H U R C H  N O T E S
W h en  th e  C h a p la in  is ch a llen g ed  b y  th e  sentry’ on  

entering  h is o w n  ba rrack s , an d  ask ed  w h a t h is b u sin ess  
is, it is e ith e r  a sign  th a t  he does n o t  e n te r  it o ften  
enough o r  th a t  th e  so ld ie r  co n c e rn e d  obv io u sly  m akes 
only occasional a p p earan ces  in  c h u rc h , a n d  has n o t ye t 
visualised w h a t h is  p a d re  looks like. H av in g  h a d  th is  
experience o n  th e  d ay  th ese  n o tes  a re  w ritte n , it is clear 
that too  m an y  day’s h ave  b een  s p e n t  in h o sp ita l by’ th e  
present C h a p la in  to  th e  B atta lio n , a n d  n o t e n o u g h  by 
the so ld ie r in  a tte n d in g  c h u rc h  on  a S u n d a y ! W h ich  
is only’ a n o th e r  p ro o f  o f  th e  co n c lu sio n  th e  w rite r  has 
come to  believe, a n d  th a t  is, th a t  i t  is genera lly  six  o f 
one and  h a lf  a d o zen  o f  th e  o th e r  in  'an y  d isag reem en t, 
w hether m atr im o n ia l o r  o th erw ise .

A lb u h era  D ay  w as o b se rv ed  once ag a in  b y  a Serv ice  
of R e m e m b ra n ce  c o n d u c te d  by’ th e  R evd. W . B. 
Haynes, S .C .F .,  o f  n t h  B rigade  G ro u p . R ev. H ay n es  
has now  le ft B .A .O .R . an d  has b een  rep laced  b y  th e  
Rev. A. K . Jam es, w h o m  som e m em b e rs  o f th e  B a t­
talion knew  in  C y p ru s . T h e  p rese n t C h a p la in  to  th e  
1st B atta lion  leaves o n  A u g u s t 3 o n  release, a n d  is b e in g  
replaced b y  th e  Rev. W . C raw te , w h o  arriv es  on 
August 18. M r. C raw te  w ill b e  in  B .A .O .R . for a 
three-y'ear to u r, so it is h o p e d  th a t  he  w ill rem a in  w ith  
the B atta lion  fo r th e  res t o f  its t im e  in G erm an y . As 
he is an  I r ish m a n , an d  s till o n  th e  r ig h t  s ide  o f  th ir ty , 
a certa in  in te re s t in  h is  p o ten tia lity  on  th e  ru g g e r  field 
has been  d isp lay ed  by  o n e  officer a t least. M r. C raw te  
is m arried  an d  has  tw o  y o u n g  c h ild ren . H e  will c e r­
tainly find  a v e ry  friendly’ p a rish , w h e th e r  h e  is th e  
athletic ty p e  o r not.

A D V E N T U R E  T R A IN IN G  
N o r w a y ,  M a y  3-27 , i9 6 0

In o rd e r  to  en co u rag e  in itia tiv e  an d  se lf-re lian ce  in  
junior ran k s in th e  A rm y, th e  1st (B r.) C o rp s  have 
organised an  “  O u tw a rd  B o u n d  ” ty’pe  o f ad v e n tu re  
training cam p  in  Isefjaer, N orw ay’. P a rtie s  o f 20 from  
each D iv ision  a n d  c o m m an d  in B .A .O .R . go u p  to  th e  
camp each  w eek fo r  tra in in g , a f te r  w h ich  th ey  p rac tice  
what th ey  h ave  lea rn t for a fo rtn ig h t  in  th e  m o u n ta in s.

It all s ta r te d  fo r o u r  p a rty  w h en , on  M a y  3, w e (2 L t. 
Pitman, L /C p l.  G re e n  (“ A ”  C o m p an y ), L  C p l. N iles 
(“ C ” C om pany'), an d  L /C p l.  F o rd e  (“  S ” Com pany’)) 
slung o u r  B erg an  rucksacks o n  th e  i - to n n e r  an d  se t off 
for M in d e n . A t M in d e n  w e m e t tw o o th e rs  o f  o u r 
Party, all f ro m  2 n d  D iv ision . T h e  f irst p a r t  o f  th e  
journey w as to  ge t to  H ir tsa ls  in  N o r th  D en m ark , to  
Set the  ferry’ to  K ris tian sa n d  in S o u th  N o rw ay . T h is

was acco m p lish ed  in an A rm y  b u s  w h ich  to o k  tw o  an d  
a h a lf  d ay s  fo r  th e  tr ip . O n  th e  w ay  w e s tay ed  o n e  
n ig h t  in  K ie l a n d  one  a t  a D a n ish  b a rrack s  a t A alsberg . 
T h is  p a r t  o f  th e  jo u rn e y , th o u g h  b e in g  u n co m fo rtab le , 
w as in te re s tin g  fo r  seein g  th e  ch an g e  in  th e  c o u n try s id e  
an d  peop le .

O n  th e  fe rry  w e  cam e in to  co n tac t w ith  th e  S c a n d i­
n av ian  b reak fas t a n d  sm o rsb ro d . I t w as a  p leasan t 
ch an g e  to  th e  E n g lish  egg a t b reak fas t a n d  ro ast b e e f  
fo r  lu n ch . W e a rriv ed  in  K ris tian sa n d  on  th e  ev en in g  
o f  T h u rs d a y , M ay  5, an d  w ere a t o nce  b u n d le d  in to  an 
a n c ie n t U .S . A rm y  C h ev ro le t 2 ^ - to n n e r  a n d  d r iv e n  at 
te r r ify in g  sp eed  a lo n g  th e  loose s to n e  ro ad s  th ro u g h  th e  
m o u n ta in s  to  Isefjaer. F ro m  th e  b ack  o f  th e  vehicle  
w e  g o t o u r  f irst view  o f N o rw ay , one  w h ich  is im p ressed  
in  o u r  m em ory’ fo r  ever. T h e  c o u n try  has  a g au n t b u t 
w arm  m ix tu re  o f h a rd  grey  rocks a n d  so fte r  g reen  
trees  a n d  b ro w n  fern .

Isefjaer, like m o st o f  th e  sm all v illages, is no  m o re  
th a n  h a lf  a d o zen  hou ses  p e rc h e d  o n  fla ttish  rid g es  o f  
lan d  a t the  h ead  o f a fjo rd . H e re  a t th e  cam p  w e m oved  
in to  fo u r-m a n  ten ts  an d  g o t b u sy  w ith  th e  co m p o  
ra tio n s  an d  N o . 3 b u rn e rs  on  w h ich  w e cooked . T h e  
m o rn in g  d a w n e d  b r ig h t  an d  su n n y , as it w as to  d o  so 
fo r every  d ay  o f  o u r  s tay . A fte r  b reak fast w e so rted  
ourse lves o u t in to  tra in in g  p a rties . T h e  g ro u p s  fo r 
in s tru c tio n  w ere  m ad e  u p  o f  th o se  w ho  w an ted  to  do  
m o u n ta in ee r in g — th e  cho ice  w as o u rs. L  C p ls. N iles 
an d  F o rd e  chose  sailing , w h ile  L  C p l. G re e n  an d  I 
chose  m o u n ta in ee rin g .

E v en  to d ay  L /C p l.  G re e n  an d  I c an n o t really  believe 
th a t  w e h a d  tim e  an d  again  p u t  o u r  lives a t s tak e  on  
little  ledges o f rock  n o  m o re  th an  an  in ch  w ide an d  
3 in ch es  long . D u r in g  th e  five d a y s ’ in s tru c tio n  on  
v arious rock  faces a ro u n d  th e  cam p, w e h ad  to  fo rce 
o urse lves  to  t ru s t  th ese  h o lds, s ta n d  o u t fro m  th e  rock  
in stead  o f  h u g g in g  it, w alk  d o w n  v ertica l faces w ith  th e  
a id  o f  ropes , an d  ign o re  d ro p s  o f  100 feet o r  m o re . 
B u t, b y  th e  en d  o f th e  five days, w e h ad  ach iev ed  th is  
an d  ga in ed  a lo t o f se lf-confidence . F ro m  th e  rocks 
w’e c o u ld  see th e  sa ilin g  p a rtie s  tack in g  a b o u t in  th e  
fjo rd s , o r  b e tte r  s till fo r  us, ro w in g  w h en  th e  w in d  d ied . 
D u r in g  th e  a fte rn o o n s w e can o ed  a b o u t th e  f jo rd  in 
f ib re -g lass In d ia n - tv p e  canoes.

T h e  fo llow ing  W e d n esd a y  th e  tim e  cam e fo r  us to  
leave th e  cam p  an d  live on  o u r  o w n  to  p rac tise  w h a t 
w e h ad  lea rn t. T h e  m o u n ta in ee r in g  p a rtie s— fo u r 
g ro u p s  o f  th re e  m en  each— w e n t to  a p lace  n am ed  
T re u n g e n  a t th e  b o tto m  en d  o f  a 5 0 -m ile  lake w ith  som e 
excellen t rock  faces a ro u n d  it. T h e  p a rties  w ere  left 
on  th e ir  ow n  to  o rg an ise  th e ir  ow’n  ro u tin e  a n d  carry­
o u t th e ir  c lim bs. A  lo t o f  h a rd  w o rk  an d  good c lim b ­
ing  was ach ieved  h e re . In  th e  ev en in g s  w e w e n t in to  
th e  village a n d  m e t th e  local peop le , w h o  w ere very- 
frien d ly  an d  ex trem ely  in te res te d  in  u s — ev en  p u b lish ­
in g  an  a rtic le  in  th e  local p a p e r  a b o u t u s . W e w ere  in 
N o rw ay  fo r th e i r  N a tio n a l D ay , M ay  17, an d  jo in e d  in 
th e  local ce leb ra tio n s. H o w ev er, at th e  d an ce  w e 
c o u ld  n o t q u ite  ge t th e  rh y th m  o f th e  c ross b e tw een  a 
V ien n ese  w altz  an d  a q u ick s tep , w h ich  is very p o p u la r  
th e re . In  sp ite  o f  th is , w ith  p len ty  o f  C o ca -C o la  
L ag ero l an d  h o m e-b rew e d  N o rw eg ian  hooch, a m erry 
tim e  w as h ad  by  all. In d ee d , I h ad  th e  ex p e rien ce  of
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being a local hero w ith  the other two m em bers o f m y 
party. W e had m oved to some new clim bs at Am li, 
south o f T reu n gen , and clim bed the face overlooking 
the village. T h e  villagers watched our progress, and 
when we came down, clapped and cheered us, and one 
N orw egian  bought us lunch at a local cafe, w hilst the 
rest o f the village looked in at these “  m ad ”  E n glish ­
m en. T h e  follow ing day, in the evening, w e turned 
out for the village soccer side, p laying on a dusty piece 
o f flattened earth. A ll through our stay we m et nothing 
but friendly and spontaneous hospitality from the 
N orw egians.

A fter  ten days w e all concentrated at A m li and canoes 
w ere brought up to us. T h ree  m em bers decided to 
walk back to Isefjaer 50 miles away and set off, the 
rem aining nine loaded their gear into canoes and set 
o ff down river to make for Landrick , about 50 miles 
south. W e had four days to get there. L /C p l. G reen  
w as one o f the walkers, and considering the poor 
quality  o f the m aps he had, did very w ell to get back. 
I set o ff down river w ith  m y tw o friends. W e had an 
uneventful tim e paddling down the serene river in 
w arm  sunshine. W e shot a couple o f rapids, but 
u sually carried the canoes round the hydro-electric 
stations and rapids. T h o ugh  we had an easy passage, 
the two other parties travelling behind us showed a 
lot o f determ ination in carrying on in spite o f capsizing 
twice and losing nearly all their food on the first day.

Roger on Treungen fa ce

V ery  reluctantly, on M ay  26, w e w ere picked up and 
returned to Isefjaer. T h ere  the four o f us met up. 
T h e  sailors had had an enjoyable but rough time 
sailing down the fjord  and out to sea. Canoes on the 
sea w ere even harder w ork, but they m anaged not to 
capsize and returned safely.

It w as w ith  very  m any regrets that we left Norway, 
a land wrhich w e had come to like very  m uch. Having 
experienced this hard, exciting, dangerous but very 
enjoyable training, w e all felt w e had achieved a lot and 
had overcom e a lot o f fears. A part from  this, we had 
seen two new  countries and m et some very interesting 
and friendly people. W hat m ore can one want from 

tra in in g  ? z/L t. R . P it m a n .

“ A ”  CO M PAN Y
T h is  tim e “ A ”  C om pany notes have been produced 

separately by  C om pany H .Q . and the three platoons. 
T h is  is an experim ent w hich, w hile received w ith mixed 
feelings by  M olar and the platoon com m anders, who 
m ust do a bit o f w riting fo r a change, m ay be worth 
continuing in the future.

Com pan y H.Q.
A lp ha H ou se-M aster has ju st dropped his bombshell, 

to w it, M olar must w rite notes about his serfs’ hap­
penings during the last three months.

A fter the three w eeks rest at Sennelager, w ith the help 
o f M cD ow ell, Rogers and B irch, plus m uch fiddling of 
books, the H ouse m anaged to lose nothing. House- 
Prefect Beal w ent on leave and w ith him  the hope of 
keeping the A lbuhera Shield.

L ead in g  Scribe  Booth w ill have departed by  the time 
these notes are printed, along w ith T u ck -S h o p  Manager 
T r im m er and H ou se-D river Bridge. A ll have failed 
their exam s, and have been sent down to C ivvy  Street.

D urin g various school outings C om pany H .Q . has 
found itself (bew ilderingly) leaping jo y fu lly  over the 
beautiful countryside in the wake o f H ouse-M aster de 
G aye . Show ers laid on, all day and night. M olar s 
hum ble efforts to brighten the dark hours w ith friendly 
w ords over the ether w ere not really fu lly  appreciated.

D uring the Soltau school outing all went well, thanks 
to the tender care and guidance o f the Prefects Beale
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and Stew ard. T rim m er and O ’Brien  looked after the 
bottles o f “  pop ”  (some o f w hich were quite potent), 
and A brey, Stu bbs and Fitzpatrick ran a well-stocked 
tuck shop.

There has been a com petition in corpulence between 
the two larger m em bers, “  Fatso ”  Bridge and “  T u b b s  ”  
Bull, to see who could produce the largest corporation. 
We all agree that “  Fatso ”  is leading, although “  T u b b s ”  
claims that he only needs another couple o f  months, 
but by this tim e B ridge  w ill be soldiering no m ore, as 
he is due for release in a few  d a y ’s time. W e are all very  
sorry that he is leaving us, but for one chap, O ’Brien 
(he is taking over as C om pany driver), who is at present 
doing his hardest to have yet another C ham p o ff the 
road. H e is very  fond o f backing into anything!

M any other houses o f the school com plained o f our 
nightly choral society singing, especially w hen our 
beloved Sergean t-M ajo r contributed his own pow erful 
voice.

O f our storem en, Rogers, M cD ow ell and Birch, 
Rogers, our artist, is still producing some very  lifelike, 
if not always very  com plim entary, im pressions o f certain 
members o f the Com pany. M cD ow ell, having returned 
from leave, w hilst w e were at Soltau, was so lost in 
relating his eight hours’ experience in Paris, collecting 
three tourists (or so they thought) from  the G en- 
dermerie, that if  you had handed him a piece o f wood 
with a num ber on the bottom he w ould have accepted it. 
Not much is seen o f B irch  these days as he seems to 
be spending m ore and m ore time locked away in his 
cellar. W e begin to w onder w hat the attraction is.

T o  close these few  lines there is one person who has 
been on our H ouse roll for months but has never 
appeared for lessons. Can you hear us, C apt. K itchener. 
Sorry, S ir. T h £  M a s t e r .

P .S .— A  new boy has jo ined us from  prep, school, 
namely W aller, no relation to the Am erican fam ily.

No. 1 Platoon
As usual the Platoon has been well to the fore in all 

Company activities, w ith  the exception o f these notes, 
which the author is finding some considerably difficulty 
in composing.

2 Lt. Everard  m anaged to wangle his leave at a time 
when his presence was most required. N am ely, the two 
weeks we have ju st spent at Soltau p laying w ith  our

Big B rothers.”  Nevertheless, under the experienced 
wing o f Sgt. B arr w e put up a very good showing.

Whilst at Soltau “ Old F r e d ”  celebrated his 2 1s t  
birthday in an unaccustom ed w ay for him. N ot norm ally 
a heavy drinker, he did on this occasion over-indulge 

put on a show w orthy o f a m usic-hall comedian. 
Next day he wished he had never been b o m !

W e now have a fu lly  trained assault pioneer in the 
latoon— “  W ee One N orm an ”  has come out tops on 

a recent course and is seriously thinking o f celebrating 
• trying to grow  a beard.
Recently w e recruited tw elve new m en into the 

latoon. W e bid them w elcom e and hope their stay 
will be a pleasant one.

Nosher M ishkin  ”  was seen talking to all the
rookies,”  no doubt asking when they w ere expecting 

a food parcel to arrive.

One o f the new ’uns, Pte. B row n (83), has been 
carryin g on a recruiting drive o f his own. H is object 
in life  being to swell the ranks o f the Prin ters ’ U nion. 
H e tried his line o f patter on the C .S .M ., but un­
fortunately got the book throw n back at him. N ever 
m ind, try  again at C hristm as— the C .S .M .’s benevolent 
period.

F in ally , w e w ish to dispel all rum ours that the 
inspecting general w ho visited us at Soltau is related 
to our own Pte. Jo n es!

N o. 2 Platoon
Friday, Ju n e  24, w as a b ig day fo r N o . 2 Platoon. 

H aving had a paper strength o f only two, it suddenly 
increased overnight m ore than tw elvefold when “  D  
C om pany, w ith a great heave and a parting sigh, gave 
birth to her new ly-trained soldiers.

One day later w e were 100  miles aw ay at Soltau. 
T w en ty-fo u r m en barely out o f England and m ostly 
new to the A rm y w ere suddenly put face to face w ith 
56 tons o f m oving m etal— tank co-operation they called 
it ! B ut like most In fan try  o f the L in e  we enjoyed the 
ride and showed our approval by  getting on the tanks 
in alm ost as quick time as we had to dism ount. C lutch ­
ing grim ly  to anything we could on those great beasts 
w e w ould plunge forw ard through mud and water like 
som e great rum bling rhinoceros, snorting loudly as it 
wrenched itself along.

N o . 2 Platoon has a very  sporting future. For
D ”  C om pany have sent us Pte. O ’ K eefe, a G reat 

Britain  international canoeist, and Pte. H ubbard , who 
apparently in the evenings throws o ff his C old Wet 
W eathers and dons a very  continental rig  and sets off 
on his racing bicycle. A ccord in g to him every in fantry­
man should carry a spare cycle in his small pack.

From  M ons and from  the D epot respectively we 
welcom e the Platoon C om m ander, 2 L t . O ’ Regan, and 
also Sgt. Parnell— quite a pair!

N o. 3 Platoon
N o . 3 Platoon is still fighting all aggressors, and 

looking around it is obvious why the Eastern Enem y 
have not been near us yet.

W e have lost m any old faces, some to “  H .Q .”  
C om pany (the W asters!), others to civilian life, Ptes. 
Rahm atullah (63) and Barratt am ongst them. Pte. 
T rim m er is now the only one from  C ypru s left and he 
leaves soon.

W e have, how ever, gained m any new faces. We 
welcom e all the latest ”  nigs ”  and hope they do not 
follow some o f the old hands, who have not been 
seeing eye to eye w ith C pl. Q uinn lately.

N o. 3 Platoon w ent to Sennelager w ith “  A ”  A rm y 
G roup  and w orked as hard as anybody. Shooting was 
not our strong point, only Pte. M u rp h y  (who was 
training on C oca-C ola and standing on an ammunition 
box) shot anything like straight. Ptes. T rim m er and 
C ollier (old sold iers!) w on the Battalion 3.5 R .L . 
com petition. D urin g a spare m om ent on one o f the 
ranges the Platoon Com m ander w as trying to train 
Ptes. M urp h y and Forbes on the A 40 wireless set, 
having painted a grim  tactical p icture about being sur­
rounded by  tanks. He then told Pte. Forbes to send a
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sit-rep  and ask for help. T h e  follow ing w as sent: 
F o rb e s: “  H ello  i fo r 2. I am surrounded by  Iron­

sides, w hat shall I do ? ”
'M u rp h y : “  2 for 1. Say  after m e: ‘ O ur Father 

w hich art in H eaven. . .
A fter Sennelager w e practically drow ned on Exercise 

“  M ay  M ad n ess .”  A t  the height o f the deluge, when 
a party o f the K rem lin  arrived in their enclosed Cham p 
and left as quickly as they had arrived, Pte. T em p le  
w as heard to rem ark: “  I w onder if  they know  it is 
rain in g.”  T h e  Platoon C om m ander and Sergeant 
deserted the Platoon for E xercise  “  Ju n e  Jo y .”

W e have ju st arrived  back from  Soltau, having su r­
vived  all the elem ents. Pte. L ew is  took over as the 
Platoon C om m ander’s batm an as Pte. T em p le  w as on 
leave. T h e  Platoon C om m ander and Sgt. Y o u n g  w ere 
not sure w ho was com m anding the Platoon when 
“  L e w  ”  barked out his orders. W e did not see m uch 
o f Pte. T r im m er, w ho w as running the B eer B ar and 
is now  sporting som e pretty slick clothes.

T o  end, w e are soon losing C pl. M oore and Pte. 
T r im m er to civilian  life and w e w ish them  all the best, 
and hope when they make their future they will think 
o f us.

“ B ” C O M P A N Y

Sennelager seems a long w ay away. M ost o f us did 
survive  the w eather and the arduous training, N os. 5 
and 6 Platoons w ere well placed in the firing reckoning, 
being fourth  and third respectively.

T h e  training at Sennelager w as excellent and, in 
spite o f the w eather conditions, this period o f training 
was enjoyed. E verybo d y w ithout exception learnt to 
make even ' round tell. A s  a result w e m anaged to 
maintain an average o f 50 per cent, hits out o f shots 
fired. A  record w as kept o f the various Section and 
Platoon com petitions and they are published below'.

I n t e r - P l a t o o n  C o m p e t it io n  
Exercise Percentage o f  H its

N o. 5 N o . 6
Platoon Platoon

D ay  Attack 27 34
N ight D efence 56 61
D ay Attack 44 55
D ay Attack 28 67
Final Placing 4 i 58

T h e  final Section placings were as follow s:
I S t C pl. O ’Raw e 5 9 %
2nd C pl. D aC osta 56 %
3 rd C pl. Fish er 5 5 %
4th C pl. Shave 5 4 %
5th C pl. Sheffield 5 3 %
6th . . L /C p l. H ills 4 1  %

C pl. M acFarlan e  only took part in tw o com petition 
shoots and got 6 5 %  hits.

T h e  highlights o f Sennelager w ere C pl. O ’R aw e’s 
reaction when the third target had appeared and d is­
appeared in quick succession on the D efence Exercise 
on W ellington Range, and he was still unable to get out 
a fire order. H e was seen to raise his hands and 
shout help.

One Section ’s L .M .G . on the night Platoon exercise 
was busily  putting shot after shot into the chim ney o f

’’a retó

“  A  ”  C O M P A N Y  C O R P O R A L S ’ M E S S , S O L T A U
T yp ica l tra in ing  scene

the bunker. T h e ir  shots did not count. L/Cpl. 
M u rp h y  w ith  som e uncanny shooting w ith the L .M .G . 
at night put 14  rounds into the face o f the target at a 
range o f 70 yards, and lastly, Pte. Clarke (Sunbeam), 
who w hen the enem y appeared on his flank at a range 
o f 25 yards hit the deck, fired one round, got one hit, 
then charged. T h e  C om pany Com m ander w'as stand­
ing a target’s w'idth away.

A th le t i c s
C om pany athletic training started before we went to 

Sennelager and this early start to training paid dividends 
in the A lbuhera m eeting w here we gained first place. 
Quite a change from  last year! In  fact w'e came first 
in only three events: the 4 x 100 m. relay (L t. Julian. 
C apt. M cM a n u s ,*  Ptes. C handler and Renton*), 
200 m. relay (L t. Ju lian ,*  C apt. M cM an u s,*  Ptes. 
Jo lliffe*  and C larke*), and discus (2/Lt. G orin g* and 
Sgt. Sm ith). H ow ever, the loss o f Pte. Thatcher on 
com passionate leave between the heats and finals 
dropped us to good second places in the 1 1 0  m. hurdles 
(Cpl. Sheffield ,* Pte. C larke*) and 400 m. (Ptes. 
O ’ H alloran, Jo lliffe*, C larke* and 2/L t. Goring*)- 
A lthough less obviously successful, it w as the skill and 
enthusiasm  o f the other m em bers o f the team w'ho, b\ 
good placings, helped am ass a total o f 9 1 out of a 
highest possible score o f 13 2 . T h e  follow'ing whose 
names have not been m entioned above represented the 
C o m p an y : Ptes. Escariot, M oore, Q uarterm ain, Knight, 
Seatory, M an n in g* and D olan, L /C p l. Stephenson, and 
C pl. D aC osta, and, o f course, our gallant Company 
C om m ander, w ho laid aside his blazer for three quick 
sw'ings o f the hammer. T h o se  w ho later represente 
the Battalion are m arked w ith  an asterisk.

S w im m in g
W ith great enthusiasm , and despite competition fronj 

every known alternative activity, C p l. O ’ Raw e manage 
to select and train a sw'imming team . W e journe>e 
to Sennelager w’ith som e confidence, but were lS
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mayed to find ourselves a convincing last at the halfway 
mark. How-ever, w e pulled up rap id ly to a convincing 
first place to bring home a com panion for the Athletics 
Shield. T h e  fo llow ing represented the Com pany 
(those m arked w-ith an asterisk later represented the 
Battalion): C p l. O ’ R aw e* (captain), Ptes. Johnson,* 
Seatory, Zorlu  and P ike ,*  L /C p ls. H ills, M acFarlan e* 
and F leet,*  2/L t. G o rin g  and C apt. M cM an us. C pl. 
O’Rawe is particu larly  to be congratulated, not only for 
organising the team  and sw im m ing in three relays, but 
also for w inning the diving trophy for the second year 
running.

W hilst w e are on sport, w e congratulate our tug-of- 
war teams, especially the ioo-stone team, w hich, after 
one pull all in the final against H .Q .i, succeeded in 
hanging on and, in spite o f being w ithin 2 ft. o f losing, 
regained the last 10  ft., and pulled another 12  ft. to 
win. T h is  was the most exciting final seen for m any 
years. T h is , w ith  the position o f our 88-stone team, 
gave us an overall position as runners-up.

T h e Com pany as a result o f these tremendous sporting 
achievements now lead in the A lbuhera Sh ield by 
13 points from  “ A ”  Com pany.

The period o f this quarter has been varied in its 
activities. T h e  C om pany has been extrem ely active the 
whole time. In  between training and sport wre have 
tried to maintain our standard o f turn-out so that wre 
do not suffer the mad upheaval for five weeks before the 
Administration Inspection, w hich w e had to go through 
last year.

Pte. Clifford , w e are pleased to see, has im proved his 
turn-out since he has returned from  leave. Pte. S ilver­
man has been conspicuous by  his absence. A t Senne­
lager he developed a bad knee, he then w ent on leave 
and has since been reclining in hospital. W e are all very 
sorry to see Pte. T h atcher leave the A rm y. W e are really 
sorry, for his sake, that it was for reasons o f ill health 
of his father. W e in the Com pany extend our sym pathy 
to him at this time.

It was a new  team w hich took the field for Soltau. 
W e had three platoons for the first tim e this year. 
Soltau proved a testing ground for m any aspects of 
Company life. A part from  the rain w e had quite a lot 
of trouble w ith menus, compo and cooking, tempers 
"ere  short and stomachs em pty for m ore than a day. 
The cooks, Bassett, Thom as, M oore and Naylor, did 
well by the second w eek o f Soltau and most people 
were satisfied.

Well, I hope the cooks o f “  B ”  Com pany have learnt 
as a result o f their toils at Soltau. I suppose the two 
things that w ill remain in the m inds o f most w ill be the 
the rain and the hot showers, and possibly to a few, the 
money they w on at “ A ”  Com pany tombola. L e t us not 
forget, however, that we were able to mount and d is­
count from tanks w ith  com parative ease and the co­
operation between the two arms was intimate by  the end 
of two weeks.

Blind M ou se,”  for some o f us, meant taking to 
(he fields again, but in a rather m ore gentlemanly 
manner. W e either were observing, or acting as guinea- 
P'gs- I trust this year all 20 guinea-pigs return to us 

efore the exercise is due to end.
The cricket season is upon us. Unfortunately for

cricketers it is all too short a season. W e started by 
p laying “  C  ”  C om pany, and after a most thrilling game 
w e won by  7  runs. M ajor C layden got a useful 20, 
w hilst M r. R ayner and Chandler shared the wickets. 
W e had two attempts at playing “ A ”  Com pany. In  
the first match torrential rain m ade “ A ”  Com pany give 
up. In  the second match w e found them too strong for 
us, and we lost by  50 runs. O ur next m atch was against
H .Q . 1 , w'hich is the Band. Som e very  good bowling 
by  2/L t. R ayn er and 2 L t . G orin g had our opponents 
out for 44 runs. T h e  good bowling w as backed by 
some good fielding by  G ilham  who caught twro good 
catches, and Beedle, in spite o f receiving a very  nasty 
knock on the head, kept "wicket very well, taking one 
very  nice catch. T h ese  games can be lost so easily, but 
w e confidently had 20 runs on the board before our first 
wicket fell. Beedle and G ilh am  then knocked off the 
runs. T h is  w as a satisfying win.

T h e  follow ing have played cricket for the B attalion: 
2, L ts. G orin g and Rayner, Ptes. Beedle and G ilham .

A  new draft o f about 15  soldiers has ju st joined us, 
having com pleted their continuation training in “  D  ”  
Com pany. T h e y  have been pretty active since they 
jo ined the Battalion. W e hope they w'ill now  be able 
to settle dow'n, and wre w'elcome them all to “  B  ”  
Com pany.

Sgt. C lem ents has been borrowed by  “  D  ”  Com pany 
to instruct the next N .C .O .s ’ C adre. T h is  w ill g ive him 
a rest from  boots, socks, tidy lockers and the like. W e 
rem ind him, however, that a ladder is not m uch use to 
him  in his new' job . Experim ents are, however, being 
carried out in constructing a light alloy ladder (prefer­
ably folding), w'hich can take up to 15  stone.

W e congratulate Pte. Renton on his m arriage and we 
heard that he had a sm ashing reception, but we cannot 
get out o f him  whether he was capable (physically) o f 
m aking a speech. Ju st  another who has fallen by  the 
wayside.

Congratulations to L  Cpls. M anning and Jo lliffe  on 
their promotion, and w e wish them  and Ptes. Renton, 
G ilham , Sm ith  (800), C ovill, W ilkinson, M erritt and 
T u rn e r the best o f luck on their s ix  w eeks’ N .C .O . 
C adre w hich starts on Ju ly  25. T h e y  are rem inded that 
they should feel very  much at home, because they will 
have Sgts. Sm ith  and Clem ents instructing them.

L  C pl. Fleet has also been attached to “  D  “  C om ­
pany for the duration o f the cadre.

L t . L egg , C pl. M acFarlane and L  C pl. Stephenson 
have now' been in N orw ay ten days, outward bound.
I w onder where they are and what they are doing. 
T h e ir  program m e includes m ountaineering, sailing and 
canoeing. N orw ay I believe is a very  friendly country, 
at the same tim e pretty rugged, and the people are very 
hospitable.

C pl. D a Costa has taken his first party into the Harz 
M ountains. T h e y  left on a Friday and returned on a 
M onday. T h e  object was to have a look at the country, 
camp and cook for them selves, and practise m oving 
through the m ountains and forests. I believe those who 
went thoroughly enjoyed them selves.

Sgt. Sm ith, a stalwart fo r m any years w ith the C om ­
pany, has, or is about to depart for less arduous but 
nevertheless equally im portant duties in “  D  ”  Com -
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C pl. D a  Costa, leader o f  the expedition

p an v . H e  is first o f  all h av in g  a w e ll-ea rn ed  res t o f  at 
least 42  days. W e  a re  sad  to  see h im  go  an d  w ish  h im  
th e  b e s t o f luck  in  “  D  ”  C o m p an y .

T h e r e  h av e  b e e n  m an y  ch an g es  in  th e  C o m p an y  over 
th e  last q u a rte r , su c h  as new  arriv als , d e p a rtu re s  on  
release, an d  p o s tin g  to  o th e r  co m p an ies. T h e se  a re  
g iven  below .

A rriva ls
F ro m  “  H Q . ”  C o m p a n y : P tes. D o w d ell, C lu tte n . 

R e n to n . N ay lo r, P eck , G o o d h e a r t an d  R ivers. F ro m  
“ A ”  C o m p a n y : P te . M a cF ar lan d . F ro m  “ C ”  C o m - 
p a n v :  S g t. S co tt. F ro m  “  S ”  C o m p a n y : P te . S m ith  (33). 
F ro m  th e  D e p o t:  P te s. P ike , B assen . R id ley , D u rh a m , 
B asham , C o lb o u m . G o d frey , Bear, Jo n es  (ox), S a lis­
b u ry , S m ith  (05), T u c k e r, L  C p l. F leet, S g t. Raffael, 
P tes. B asse tt (89), F o o rd , Je rv is , Jo n es  (86), M arlo w , 
M o rg a n , O ’C o n n e ll, P ash . R am ad an , S m o k er, T u rn e r ,  
W ilk in so n , U sh e r  an d  P ark er.

D epartures
T h e  fo )'o w in g  have left u s : L  C p l. L ew is, P tes. 

T h a tc h e r  an d  H u rs t.  W e sen d  th em  o u r  b es t w ishes in  
th e i r  c iv ilian  en v iro n m en t. L  C p l. C larke  has gone to  
th e  C o rp s  o f D ru m s, an d  P te . L in co ln  n ow  d riv es  a 
V olksw agen  v e ry  co m p e ten tly . P te . P ike is d r iv in g  w ith  
“  C  ”  C o m p an y .

S g t. D ick ie  w as only  w ith  us a few  w eeks b e fo re  he 
w as re leased  to  tak e  o ver th e  M ed ica l R oom .

W e c o n g ra tu la te  C .Q .M .S . E ld rid g e  on  h is  p ro m o tio n  
to  C .Q .M .S . I am  afra id  he  w ill find  it a little  m ore 
d ifficu lt d ea lin g  w ith  5 officers an d  100 m en  th an

faras

carin g  fo r  tech n ical sto res . C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  Cpl. 
M a cF ar lan e  on  h is p ro m o tio n  to  C o rp o ral.

W h a t lies ah ead  fo r  us? T h e  C o m p an y , a fte r  taking 
p a r t  in  th e  B atta lio n  E xercise  sp e n d s  a w eek o u t in  the 
B o d en w erd e r— K a rlsh a rfe n  area. I t  is h o p e d  th a t  an 
in te r-p la to o n  a th le tic  a n d  sw im m in g  c o m p e titio n  will 
b e  h e ld . F ina lly , in  S e p te m b e r  a ru g b y  seven-a-side 
c o m p e titio n  w ill b e  held .

I t  w as h o p ed  to  in c lu d e  an  a rtic le  w r i tte n  b y  a m em ber 
o f th e  C o m p a n y  in  th is  issue, b u t  o w in g  to  shortage  of 
tim e  th is  is n o t  possib le . H o w ev er, th is  w ill be  included 
in  th e  n e x t q u a rte r.

“  C ”  CO M PA N Y

H a v in g  tr ie d  o u r  b e s t to  ge t leave o v er th e  Sennelager 
p e rio d , m o st o f  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  fo u n d  them selves 
d o w n  th e re  w ith  th e  re s t o f  th e  B a tta lio n  a n d  sp lit into 
tw o  P la to o n s. W e  h ad  n o  B rig ad iers  sh o t th is  year, 
a lth o u g h  on  som e occasions, as L  C p l. W rake will 
rec o u n t, b u lle ts  g o t u n co m fo rtab ly  close. 2 L t. Luck 
fo u n d  h e  w as n o t  n o w  d ea lin g  w i th  p lo ts  o f  land , but 
w ith  a n  A m erican ism  k n o w n  as “  en em y  real e s ta te ” ! 
H o w ev er, h e  w ill n o t b e  d ea lin g  w ith  th is  m u ch  longer, 
as h e  is alw ays rea d y  to  te ll us!

T h e  B a tta lio n  A ssa u lt-a t-A rm s C o m p e titio n  cam e out 
v e ry  w ell fo r  “  C  ” C o m p a n y  w ith  N o . 8 P la toons first 
a n d  N o . 7 P la to o n  seco n d . W e also to o k  first three 
p laces in  th e  X a n to n  C o m p e titio n — to  th e  C om m anding  
O fficer’s p e rso n a l expense . H e r r  C lau se  also "  got in 
o n  th e  act ”  w ith  80 D m . w o rth  o f  p h o to g ra p h s  of the 
w in n in g  team s. T h u s  fro m  th e re  w e w ere able to 
tra in  fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  S h o o tin g  C o m p e titio n . This 
d u ly  to o k  p lace  a t W ittlo g e , a n d  th e  C o m p an y  again 
cam e o u t o n  to p . T h a n k s  a re  d u e  to  C .S .M . D a Costa 
fo r  tra in in g  th e  tea m  so w ell, an d  p raise  goes to  Sgt. 
P lu m b  fo r  th e  b es t rifle sh o t. N o  d o u b t C a p t. P ike got 
w eary  o f s to o p in g  h is  w ay a ro u n d  th e  b u t ts  d o w n  there, 
a n d  c e rta in ly  h ad  reaso n  to  c u rse  2 L t. D u b b ery  for 
several re -sh o o ts !  (last seen  h e a d in g  to w ard s  th e  beer 
ten t) .

E x ercise  “  M a y  M a d n ess  ”  cam e so m ew h ere  about 
h e re , d ig g in g  an d  m arc h in g  a t  d aw n  seem ed  to  be the 
m a in  th em e . L t .  B u lloch  a n d  N o . S P la to o n  H.Q. "ill 
rem e m b e r  w a tc h in g  a sm all h u t  in  f ro n t o f  th e ir  position 
all n ig h t, th e  reason  b e in g  th a t  six  m en  an d  women 
h ad  gone in  th e re  early  in  th e  ev en in g  an d  h ad  not yet 
reap p e a red — is th is  th e  an sw er to  w h a t w as b eh in d  the 
g reen  d o o r  ? L  C p l. B a rn a rd  w ill, for financial reasons, 
re m e m b e r  “  M a y  M a d n ess  ”  fo r  a t  least e ig h t weeks!

“  C  ”  C o m p a n y  a t a th le tic s  ran g ed  fro m  the  up­
roario u sly  fu n n y  in c id e n t o f  C a p t. P ik e  rac in g  along for 
200 y a rd s  w ith  v a rio u s  s p rin te rs , P te . Saul amongst 
th em , a n d  th e n  d ro p p in g  o u t ( it ’s m y  h e a rt  y o u  kno". 
g o t h i t  w ith  a crick e t ball), to  th e  serio u s  w ork  that 
C  S g t. P o tte r  d id  to  o rg an ise  th e  team , an d  th e  fin 
re su lt  does n o t reflect h is  efforts.

N o w  w e co v er th a t  large  p e rio d  o f t im e  sp e n t dodging 
ra in d ro p s  at S o ltau . T h is  p e rio d , d e sp ite  w h a t anyone 
m ay  th in k , is n o  holiday . A p a rt fro m  tra in in g  com­
m en ts , w h ic h  co u ld  fill a book, P te . R a p p o p o rt r e t u r n e  

f ro m  leave, a n d  th e re  w ere  a few  more comm ents. 
D rin k  w as th e  g rea t leve lle r— in  n o  u n c e rta in  fashion, 
an d  p a rties  o f te n  took  p lace  in th e  can teen . Te
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N o .  8 P latoon, “  C  ”  C om pany, on Ironside

M cS h an n o n  p ro v id e d  e n te r ta in m e n t o n  v a rio u s  even­
ings, an d  even  fro m  th e  b o tto m  o f  a d eep  refu se  tre n c h  
one n ig h t!  P tes. L aflin  an d  L aw so n  k e p t th e  stew p o ts  
full, an d  M a jo r  Je ffcoa t saw  to  it th a t  th e  b a r  te n t  was 
likewise fu ll. A ll th re e  su b a lte rn s  a re  g lad  o f the  
wireless, i f  on ly  becau se  a ro ck e t does n o t seem  as b ad  
on th e  p h o n e . S g t. P o w er d isa p p e a re d  u p w a rd s  one 
day w hen  asked  a b o u t In fa n try  T a n k  co -o p e ra tio n  kit, 
and  we all g o t a lau g h  w h e n  o n e  o f  o u r  tan k s  h i t  so m e­
body else 's  s c o u t car, w ith  th e  s u b seq u e n t scene.

Pte. F e n n y  is th e  only  p e rso n  w ho  has left u s  recently . 
Cpl. S co tt w as p ro m o te d  an d  w e sad ly  w ish  h im  w ell 
in “  B ”  C o m p an y . L  C p l. H all jo in e d  us fro m  th e  
Signals, an d  L  C p l. W h ite  f ro m  C a n te rb u ry . A  large 
new d ra f t a rr iv ed  fro m  “  D  ”  C o m p an y , a n d  w e w el­
come th e m  all— 2 L t. D u d so n . w ho  has seen  th a t  
A rm y life m ak es  a ch an g e  f ro m  th e  N avy , an d  finally 
Sgt. P o w er w h o m  m an y  w ill k now  fro m  D e p o t days.

“  D ”  CO M PAN Y
It is alw ays a p ro b le m  to  k n o w  q u ite  w h a t to  include  

in these J o u rn a l  n o te s  w h en  w ritin g  a b o u t th e  activities 
of a C om pany . S om e say in c lu d e  as m u ch  in fo rm a tio n  
as possib le a b o u t as m an y  in d iv id u a ls  as po ssib le  fo r  
this w ill en co u rag e  sales, o th e rs  say ju s t  th e  reverse  and  
hint th a t  to  rec o u n t th e  in d iv id u a l exp lo its  o f  P te . 
Bloggins, u n less  h e  b e  o f  th e  c a lib re  of. say. a c h a rac te r  
found in one  o f  A n th o n y  A rm stro n g ’s a m u sin g  stories, 
is p ro b ab ly  th e  b e s t d e te r re n t  to  se llin g  th e  Jo u rn a l 
that we co u ld  have. A n y w ay , th e  p ro b lem  fo r th e  
"T iter o f  th ese  n o tes  is so lved , fo r  “  D  ”  C o m p an y  
continues to  b e  a “  B astard  ” C o m p an y  an d  has a 
perm anent s ta ff  o f  only  five ranks, an d  anyw ay th ey  w ill 
he polite ly  asked  to  b u y  th is  co p y  o f th e  Jo u rn a l even 
though th e ir  nam es m ay  n o t  a p p e a r  in  m ag ic  p r in t.

Briefly, th is  has  b e e n  a b u sy  p e rio d  fo r  in  th e  la tte r  
halt o f M ay  a p p ro x im ate ly  90 re in fo rcem en ts  a rriv ed  
and w ere p o s ted  to  u s  to  c a rry  o u t  co n tin u a tio n  tra in in g  
before b e in g  p o s ted  to  R ifle C o m p an ies . T h e  C o m ­
pany s tre n g th , in c lu d in g  officers an d  N .C .O .s  p o s ted  in. 
swelled rap id ly  to  100 p lu s, a n d  to  a ll in te n ts  and  
Purposes w e becam e  m o re  ac tive  th a n  all th e  th re e  
Rifle C o m p an ies  p u t  to g e th e r. A t least so it seem ed 
to us.

N ow  all is q u ie t again , w h ich  is a p ity . O u r  next

jo b  is to  ru n  th e  n e x t p o ten tia l N .C .O .s ’ cad re , w h ich  
is d u e  to  b e g in  a t  th e  e n d  o f  Ju ly .

B efo re  c lo sin g  it m ay  b e  o f  in te re s t to  n o te  th a t  in  
A p ril  a larg e  g ro u p  o f  C ad e ts  f ro m  th e  S tock  E x ch an g e  
C o m p a n y  a rriv ed  o u t  h e re  o n  a  v isit to  G e rm a n y  an d  
w e re  b ille ted  o n  us. T h e i r  v isit seem ed  to  b e  m o re  
e d u ca tio n a l th a n  m ilita ry , fo r  C .S .M . M ic h e l sp e n t m o st 
o f  h is  tim e  c o n d u c tin g  a  genera l “  C o o k ’s ”  to u r.  
V is its  w e re  m ad e  to  th e  Black F o re st a n d  also to  th e  
V olksw agen  w orks a t  H an n o v er.

In  case  c o m in g s a n d  goings m ay  in te re s t anyone , 
C .S .M . Je ssu p  w as rep laced  b y  C .S .M . M ich e l in 
A p ril, th e  fo rm e r  g o in g  to  “  B ”  C o m p a n y  as C .S .M . 
M a jo r S h ip s te r  a rr iv ed  to  tak e  o v e r co m m an d , hav in g  
co m e fro m  th e  flesh p o ts  o f  F o n ta in e b leu , a n d  lastly , 
40 p e r  c en t, o f  o u r  s ta ff  h ave  j u s t  le ft  on  dem o b ilisa tio n . 
P tes. S to ck  a n d  W ilcock , to  w h o m  w e w ish  all success.

“ S ”  CO M PAN Y 
A nti-Tank Platoon

S in ce  o u r  las t n o tes , w ri tte n  d u r in g  a lu ll in  th e  
S en n e la g e r  c a m p a ig n , m u ch  has h ap p e n ed . F irs t  o f  all, 
t ra in in g :— W e  w e n t u p  to  H o h n e  a t th e  en d  o f  M a y  to  
fire o u r  g uns. T h e  d e ta c h m en t c o m m an d ers  w ere 
C p ls. R ey n o ld s  a n d  M u lle n d e r, L  C p ls. C re a se r  and  
H affn er. T h e  g u n s  w ere  z e ro ed  a n d  th en  w e fired  a t 
s ta tic  an d  m o v in g  ta rg e ts . “  W h o , m ay  w e b e  so  b o ld  to  
ask, is th e  b e s t sh o t in  th e  P latoon? ”  W ith o u t a d o u b t 
i t  w as “  P e rcy .”  R u m o u r  has it, th o u g h , th a t  he  w as so 
c o ld  (h e  w a sn ’t  w ea rin g  h is “  lo n g -jo h n s ” ) th a t  h e  k ep t 
swringing h is  gu n  ro u n d  a im in g  a t tan k s  to  keep  h im se lf  
w arm !

F ro m  H o h n e  w e trav e lled  s tra ig h t  th ro u g h  M u n s te r  
L a g e r  tra in in g  area  an d  jo in e d  19 F ie ld  R eg im en t R .A . 
fo r  a  w eek  a t th e ir  p rac tic e  cam p  a t T ra u e n . H e re  w e 
sp e n t an  en joyab le  tim e  lea rn in g  a rtille ry  g u n  d r ill—  
th is  does seem  th e  sam e as o u r  d rill, th o u g h  th e  ro u n d s  
a re  m u c h  lig h te r!  A t b o th  H o h n e  an d  T ra u e n  w e had  
o u r  reg u la r  d riv e rs, P tes. H ilto n , H ea le  a n d  W eb b , b u t  
n ee d ed  a fo u r th  f ro m  th e  M .T .  W e w o u ld  like to  th an k  
P te . C ru ick sh a n k  for h is  w o rk  w ith  u s  a n d  fo r  " v o lu n ­
tee r in g  ”  to  s tay  b e h in d  fo r th e  las t schem e.

N o  so o n er w ere  w e b ack  f ro m  th ese  tw o  w eeks th a n  we 
w ere o ff again  o n  a B a tta lio n  exercise. I t  w as d u r in g  
th is  exerc ise  th a t  th e  P la to o n  s ta r te d  to  im p ro v e  th e ir  
cam ouflage. H ow ever, a f te r  P te . H ea le  h a d  cam ouflaged  
h is  veh ic le  h e  passed  o u t. W h e th e r  . t  was th ro u g h  
ecstacy  o r  ag o n y  is s till u n c e r ta in !

.After th is  exercise  th e  d rea d e d  w o rd  “  S o lta u  ”  was 
o n  e v e ry o n e ’s lips an d , n a tu ra lly , m an y  p rep a ra tio n s  
w ere  b e in g  m ad e . F in a lly , o n  J u n e  25, th e  B atta lion  
m o v ed  o ff fo r  tw o  w eeks in fa n try  tan k  co -o p e ra tio n .

A t las t w e  c o u ld  s it in  o u r  g u n  p its , see a tan k  ap ­
p ro ach in g . tra c k  it a n d  th e n  fire a t  it!

M o s t o f  th e  tim e  w e ac ted  as e n em y  to  th e  rifle 
com pan ies, a n d  I 'm  su re  th e  co m p an ies  now  realise 
ju s t  ho w  usefu l a n  a n ti- ta n k  g u n  is w h e n  tanks a re  
a ro u n d . D u r in g  S o lta u  th e  P la to o n  tra in ed  v a ry  h ard  
a n d  le a rn t a  g rea t deal. C am o u flag in g  o f  th e  g uns 
reach ed  a v e ry  h ig h  s ta n d a rd , as p ro v ed  b y  th e  n u m b er  
o f  tan k s  w ho  cam e as c lose as 10 y ard s  w ith o u t sp o ttin g  
us.

T h e  d e ta c h m en ts  a t S o lta u  w ere as fo llo w s:—
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T H E  A N T I-T A N K  P L A T O O N
S ta n d in g  ( le ft to rig h t); C pl. M ullender , P tes. Creaser

(note “  A  ”  C om pany ), H ilto n . S h a rp , C lif t ,  A tk in so n ,
P a tm ore  an d  B udd .

S itt in g  (le ft  to r ig h t);  P tes. T oner, S tew a r t, H eale, W ebb,
D inning , K a tte rm o le  (M . T .), Hession, a n d  C p l.
R eynolds.

N o . i :  C p l. R ey n o ld s , P te s . S h a rp  an d  T o n e r ;
d r iv e r , P te . W eb b .

N o . 2 : L  C p l. H affn er, P tes. P a tm o re  a n d  S te w a r t ; 
d riv e r, P te . H eale.

N o . 3 : P tes. C lift, D in n in g  a n d  Jo n es  (also  th e
P la to o n  D .R .) ;  d riv e r , P te . W h itm o re .

B a tm an  co o khouse  o p e ra to r:  P te . H a rr is .
Q u a r te r - to n  d r iv e r :  P te . W ells.
A t last P te . D in n in g  passed  h is d r iv in g  te s t an d , to  

p ro v e  i t  w as n o  fluke, p ro ce e d e d  to  d r iv e  s tra ig h t  in to  a 
d itc h . O n ce  ag a in  w e  relied  o n  th e  M .T .,  an d  P te . 
W h itm o re  gave u s  a  v e ry  w illin g  h an d . N e v e r  m in d . 
D in n in g , y o u  d id  ge t us u p  to  S o ltau !

V ario u s  m a p -re a d in g  exerc ises w ere  h e ld . F ro m  th ese  
th e re  w as n o  d o u b t in  an y o n e ’s m in d  (n o t even  th e  
M o rta rs )  th a t  th e  A n t i -T a n k  P la to o n  em erg ed  v icto rs 
w ith  C p l. R e y n o ld s’ d e ta c h m en t w in n in g  b o th  th e  
m o rn in g  a n d  a fte rn o o n  sessions. In  an sw er to  the  
M o r ta rs ’ k in d  in v ita tio n  fo r m a p -re a d in g  lessons, w e do  
th a n k  th e m  fo r th e i r  co n cern  b u t  su g g est th a t  th ey  learn  
th e  u se  o f th e ir  p ro tra c to rs  a n d  com passes first. In  th e  
last jo u rn a l  n o tes  w e d e n ie d  w e w ere c o llec tin g  fo r a 
g u id e  do g  fo r  C p l. M u lle n d e r. N o w , how ever, co u ld  it 
be  th a t  a g u id e  is n ee d ed  fo r  P te . Pa tm ore?  \ o u  m u st 
rem e m b e r . P a tm o re , th a t ,  in  G erm an y , left is s till left 
a n d  r ig h t s till  r ig h t !

T h e  P la to o n  w o u ld  like to  th an k  “  C h arlie  ”  fo r the 
w ay  he  ran  th e  b a r  a n d  can teen . T o  see h is  sm ilin g  
face (no , n o t y o u rs, G rize ld a ) w hen se rv in g  u p  b e e r  an d  
eats  w as in d ee d  a to n ic  to  all. (T o n ic ’s off d e a r!)  A lso 
m an y  th an k s  to  o u r  s in g in g  m in s tre l, P te . C lift, fo r  
tak in g  o n  th e  a rd u o u s  task  o f co o k in g  sausage an d  egg

rolls. A f te r  see in g  th ese  tw o  a t w o rk  th e  P la toon  is 
c o n te m p la tin g  tak in g  o ver th e  N A A F I . W ell done 
b o th  o f  you.

T h a n k  y ou , also, C  S g t. D ive fo r  th e  v e ry  goo d  meals 
th a t  w ere  serv ed u p . W e  all a p p re c ia te d  th e  difficulties 
wnth co m p o  a n d  th o u g h t i t  w as w ell d isgu ised .

In  o rd e r  to  keep  fo u r  d e ta c h m en ts  w o rk in g  w e m ust 
h ave  o u r  o w n  d r iv e rs  a n d  N .C .O .s .  W h ils t  a t Soltau, 
P te s . B u d d  an d  H essio n  w ere  u n d e r  th e  e x p e rt tu ition 
o f  P te . Y o u n g  w h o  ran  th e  d r iv in g  cadre . B u d d  was 
s earch ed  to  see  if  h e  was ca rry in g  a sp a re  s te e r in g  wheel 
w ith  h im , w h ereas  H essio n  w as only  sc reen ed . Clift 
has h a d  a  sh o rt  spe ll as D .C ., w h ich  w ill h e lp  h im  on the 
n e x t N .C .O .’s cadre . W ith  h im  w ill b e  h is  p a rtn e rs  in 
crim e, P te s . A tk in so n  an d  H ilto n . “  W h a t wras that 
S tew art?  F ee lin g  b ro w n e d  o ff again? N e v e r m ind, 
y o u ’ll soon  b e  b ack  a t H a m e ln ,” th o u g h  w e  o ften  w onder 
i f  H a rr is  w ill ev e r w a n t to  leave th o se  p o ta to es , b u t  only 
a n o th e r  365 d ay s  to  do , H a rris !

I t  w as a g rea t p ity  th e  w e a th e r  w as so bad , as it m ade 
d r iv in g  o n  th e  m u d d y  track s  a v e ry  s tick y  proposition. 
I t  d id , how ever, give m o st u se fu l p rac tic e  to  Pte. 
“  S u r te e s  ”  Jo n es  w h en  h e  w as a llow ed  to  use his 
m oto r-cyc le .

S o  w e arriv ed  b ack  a t H am eln  fee ling  v e ry  tire d  but 
h av in g  h ad  a m o st en joyab le  exercise , a n d  now  H oldfast 
in  S e p tem b e r!

O u r  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  go to  P te . C lif t an d  h is wife on 
th e  b ir th  o f  a d a u g h te r , S h a ro n  A n n e , P te . Jones and 
h is w ife  on  a son , A n th o n y  K e n n e th , a n d  P te . A tkinson 
an d  h is  w ife  o n  a son , M a rk  A n th o n y . R u m o u r  has it 
th a t  H ilto n  has m arried ?  “  W elcom e to  th e  c lub ,” 
re to r t A tk in so n  a n d  C lift. A s th is  goes to  p rin t, we 
h av e  h ad  co n firm atio n , o u r  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  an d  best 
w ishes fo r  th e  fu tu re , H ilto n .

I n  th e  w o rld  o f sp o rt, L t. W aite  p lays c ricket and 
a th le tic s  an d , becau se  o f  th is , S g t. L a g d e n  has decided 
to  take  u p  ju d o  in  o rd e r  to  w restle  w ith  th e  p rob lem s of 
c o m m an d  th a t  m u ch  easier. P te . C lif t is reserve  pole

O N  B IS M A R C K  S U B -C A L IB R E  R A N G E , 
S E N N E L A G E R

S g t. L agden (standing), P te . P atm ore (w ith  round), 
L  'C pl. H a ffn er  (behind Venturi)
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vaulter, a n d  D in n in g , A tk in so n  a n d  P a tm o re  rep resen ted  
the C o m p a n y  a t a th le tic s . “  N o w , w h o ’s w ith o u t a 
m ention? ”  W h y , i t ’s o u r  frien d , “  J im .”  C h eck ed  any 
good s to res  lately?

F inally  w e s till  have a n o th e r  16 ro u n d s  to  fire a t 
Hohne, so  “  T o n y  C u r t is  ”  S h a rp  a t  las t has th e  
o p p o rtu n ity  to  p ro v e  th a t  h e  is th e  on ly  m em b e r  o f  the  
team  w ho c a n  c o n tin u o u s ly  track  in s te a d  o f  lay in g  ahead .

So “ A u f  W ie d e rse h n  ” u n til  n e x t q u a r te r  fro m  th e  
A n ti-T a n k  P la to o n .

3 - in . M O R T A R  P L A T O O N

S e n n e lag e r: T h e  la t te r  p e rio d  a t  S en n e lag e r gave us 
p lenty o f  scope  fo r live  firing , w ith  th e  re su lt  th a t  
platoon a n d  sec tio n  d rills  im p ro v ed  co n sid erab ly . All 
un io r N .C .O .s  w ere  ab le  to  p rac tis e  a t  M .F .C .s  and  
given o p p o rtu n itie s  to  im p ro v e  th e ir  m ap -read in g .

T h e re  is n o  d o u b t t h a t  th e  tim e  sp e n t a t  S en n e lag e r 
was o f th e  u tm o s t  v a lu e  to  a ll ranks.

M u n s te r  L a g e r: A t th e  e n d  o f  S e n n e la g e r w e m oved  
to th e  ranges a t M u n s te r  L a g e r  to  p ro v id e  94 L o ca tin g  
Regim ent R .A . w ith  m o rta r  fire so th a t  th e y  co u ld  p rac ­
tise th e  lo ca tio n  o f  m o rta r  p o sitio n s  by  s o u n d  an d  rad ar. 
T h e  w e a th e r  w as ex trem ely  g ood  an d  ev ery o n e  h a d  a 
pleasant tim e .

H am eln : O u r  r e tu rn  fro m  S e n n e la g e r an d  M u n s te r  
Lager saw  m an y  o f  th e  P la to o n  en g ro ssed  in  n u m ero u s  
sporting  even ts, su c h  as B a tta lio n  a th le tics , sho o tin g , 
sw im m ing a n d  tu g -o f-w a r. A ll th ese  e v en ts  seem ed  to  
follow each  o th e r  w ith  g rea t rap id ity  w h ich  k e p t everyone 
on th e ir  to es . A s u su a l th e  P la to o n  w as w ell rep re se n te d  
in all events.

O n M ay  16 th e  B a tta lio n  c e leb ra ted  A Jb u h era  D a y  in 
the tra d itio n a l m an n e r . O n  th is  p a rticu la r  m o rn in g  
everyone w as ex trem e ly  s u rp r ise d  to  see th a t  n o t only  
had Sgts. P a r tr id g e  an d  A rg e n t g o t o u t o f  b ed  at 
reveille fo r  a ch an g e  b u t  h ad  also a p p e a re d  in  th e  
barrack ro o m s w ith  h o t te a  su itab ly  laced  w ith  “  T o m  
T h u m b ” ! H o w ev er, sev era l o f  th e  P la to o n  d ec id ed  
that it w as all a d rea m  a n d  w e n t back  to  sleep again , 
m u rm u rin g  so m e th in g  a b o u t “  b las ted  m ira g e .”

O n J u n e  11 w e to o k  p a r t  in  th e  Q u e e n ’s B irth d ay  
Parade a n d  h o p e , in  o u r  sm all w ay, th a t  th e  P la to o n  
played th e ir  p a r t  in  m ak in g  a success o f  su c h  a m em o r­
able occasion. A t an y  ra te  w e all w o rk ed  h a rd  b ru sh in g -  
up o u r d rill  (an d  n o t fo rg e ttin g  b es t boo ts!).

S o ltau : T h e  p e rio d  a t  S o lta u  w as n o t c o n d u c iv e  fo r 
m ortar tra in in g . T h e  m a in  em p h asis  w^as o n  in fan try  
tank c o -o p e ra tio n , a n d  so fo r  m o st o f  th e  tim e  w e h ad  
to be c o n te n t to  act as e n em y  fo r rifle com pan ies. T h e  
w eather wras ex trem ely  u n k in d , b u t  in  sp ite  o f  it all 
everyone w o rk ed  h a rd  a n d  d id  th e ir  best.

Personalities
C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  th e  fo llow ing : C p l. F lan ag an  on 

his p ro m o tio n — w ell do n e . Sg t. M iles on  h is m o to r ­
cycle ach iev em en t. S g t. P a r tr id g e  o n  w in n in g  the  
Battalion In d iv id u a l S te rlin g  C u p  an d  on  w in n in g  th e  
n t h  B rigade L .M .G . pa irs  (w ith  S g t. D av is o f  “  H .Q .” 
C om pany). .Also to  S g t. M iles, C p l. F lanagan . L  C pl. 
M ackenzie, P tes. Jo h n s, B lack b u rn , W rig h t an d  K erri-  
s°n, on  th e ir  ex trem e ly  good sho w in g  in  th e  B attalion  
athletics m ee tin g .

S O L T A U — T A K IN G  A  B R E A T H E R !
L e ft  to r igh t; P te . W alsh, C pl. F lanagan, P te . Shep p a rd , 
P te. M c M in n , P te . K errison , P te . Robinson. L  C p l.

M cK e n z ie

W e say farew ell to  P tes. “  T a r t  ” T o m lin so n  and  
W rig h t  “ U g ly ” ; w h en  th ese  n o tes a p p e a r  th ey  w ill 
b o th  h ave  le ft  us o n  tra n s fe r  to  th e  “  1st B atta lion  
L a b o u r  E x ch an g e  L a y a b o u ts !  ” S e rio u sly  th o u g h , we 
sha ll m iss th e m  b o th , a n d  rem in d  th e m  th a t  th e re  are  
alw ays vacancies fo r  tw o  g ood  N o . i ’s o n  th e  m o rta r. 
A lso to  P te . C lay to n  w h o  has, th ro u g h  n o  fau lt o f  his 
ow n, b een  p o s te d  to  th e  S igna l P la toon .

W e e x te n d  a w elcom e to  C ap t. P ike (an  o ld  m em b e r  
o f  “ S ”  C o m p an y , b y  th e  w ay), w ho  h ad  tak en  o v er 
c o m m an d  o f  th e  C o m p an y . W e a re  w o n d e r in g  how  
lo n g  h e  w ill stay , how ever, as S C o m p a n y  seem  to  
keep  a  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r  o n ly  fo r  a b o u t  a  m o n th . 
W'e h o p e  anyw ay , C a p t. P ik e ’s s ta y  w ill be  a n  en joyab le  
one. W elco m e  also to  P te s. M c G e e , C h an ce , G ib b s  and  
S h e p h e rd . WTe  h o p e  th e ir  s ta y  in  t h e  p lato o n  w ill b e  a 
long  a n d  h ap p y  one. M c G e e  a p p a re n tly  w as b o m  in  I re ­
land . b u t  lived m o st o f  h is  life in W a le s ; th is  p ro b ab ly  
acco u n ts  fo r  h is  “  S co tch  ”  accen t.

3 - in . M O R T  AR P L A T O O N
L e ft  to right; N ih il , Tom linson, M aloney. W right, 

Robtnson. W alsh, Johns
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S g t. M ile s  a n d  C p l. F lan ag an  “  escap ed  ” to  “  D  ” 

C o m p a n y  fo r a s h o r t  c a d re  ho liday , b u t  as soon  as th ey  
w ere  “  re c a p tu re d  ”  S g t. M ile s  w e n t on  leave. “  B aro n  ” 
M iles, b y  th e  w ay, h as  so ld  h is  M e rc e d e s  an d  n o w  has 
a co n v e rte d  a irc ra f t h a n g e r  called  a B uick  R o ad m aste r. 
T h e  Q .M . says if  h is  cars  ge t any  la rg e r h e  w ill h ave  to  
ge t th e  m a in  g a te  w id e n e d !

S g t. P a r tr id g e , w ho  le ft fo r  s ix  w eeks to  o ccu p y  th e  
C .S .M .’s ch a ir  in  th e  C o m p a n y  office a n d  a fte rw a rd s  
sh o t off o n  fo u r  w eek s’ leave, h as  a t last r e tu rn e d . W e 
n o tic e d  a large  d e n t  in  th e  f ro n t o f  h is  car. H is  s to ry  
is th a t  so m eo n e  b ack ed  in to  h i m ! C p l. S h e a rin g  also 
m an ag ed  to  d o d g e  th e  S o lta u  tr ip , so  th a t  th e  sales o f 
b e e r  in  th e  C o m p a n y  c a n te e n  w ere  w ell b e lo w  n o rm al. 
H o w ev er, N e ilso n , W rig h t ,  R o b in so n  an d  Co. m an ag ed  
reaso n ab ly  w ell, a n d  d id  th e ir  b e s t to  offset C p l. 
S h e a rin g ’s absence . P te . W alsh  has escap ed  in to  th e  
C o m p a n y  office as tem p o ra ry  c o m p an y  clerk , w h ilst 
“ H o p -a lo n g  ”  G re e n in g  is o n  leave. P te . Y o u n g  has 
re tu rn e d  fro m  his h id eo u t in  M in d e n , an d  is n ow  b usy  
tra in in g  so m e  m o re  i - t o n  “  p i lo ts .”

P te . R o b in so n  on  h is  re tu rn  fro m  leave b ro u g h t back 
a su it-ca se  fu ll o f  sh am ro ck . H e  m an ag ed  to  pass th e  
c u sto m s b y  say in g  it w as a sa lad . P tes. W ilso n  and  
M c M in n  a re  now  on leave. M c M in n  has gone to  
“  H a g g is la n d .” W e  h o p e  th e  n a tiv e s  a re  frien d ly , an d  
allow  h im  to  r e tu rn  to  us. W ilso n  in sis ts  th a t  it is a 
g ross u n t ru th  a b o u t h is  n ee d in g  an  in te rp re te r .

T h e  C .S .M . a n d  S g t. M ile s  m an ag ed  to  do  a b i t  of 
m o to r-c y c lin g  a t S o ltau . O n e  o f  th e  ’e rb s  w as h e a rd  to  
rem a rk : “ I f  th e y  sp en d  an y  m o re  tim e  in  th e  sad d le  
w e ’ll h ave  to  b u y  ’em  sp u rs !  ”

T h e  P la to o n  w o u ld  like  to  th a n k  C /S g t .  D iv e  fo r h is 
h a rd  w o rk  a t  S o ltau  in  lay in g  o n  th e  e x cellen t food, 
especially  c o n s id e rin g  th e  d ifficu lties h e  w o rk ed  u n d e r  
(i.e . B a im b rid g e  an d  WTrig h t  “  U g ly  ” ).

Sg t. A rg en t b ecam e  “  track ed  ”  a n d  has  no w  gone 
o n  leave.

N e ilso n , R o b in so n  a n d  K erriso n , o u r  d riv e rs, a re  all 
in  g ood  fo rm  an d  a re  d o in g  w ell on  th e  exercises.

N o w  th e  w e a th e r  is w a rm e r, P te . S ach  can  b e  fo u n d  
m o st ev en in g s a t th e  local sw im m in g  b a th . W e o ften  
su sp ec t h im  o f  h av in g  w e b b e d  feet! W alsh  a n d  C lift 
(A n ti-T a n k )  se t u p  a h o t-d o g  s ta n d  a t S o ltau  and  are 
no w  c o n te m p la tin g  b u y in g  a  re s ta u ra n t in  H am eln , 
an d  co m p e tin g  w ith  th e  N A A F I.

W e w o u ld  also like to  th a n k  S g t. P r itc h a rd  an d  his 
A ssa u lt/P io n e e r se c tio n  fo r th e  excellen t show ers th ey  
e re c ted  a t S o ltau . T a lk in g  a b o u t th e  A ssa u lt/P io n e e r 
sectio n , w e  n o ticed  on  o u r  r e tu rn  to  H a m e ln  th a t  th ey  
h av e  a c q u ire d  a b e a rd e d  m id g e t w ho  looks like a refugee  
f ro m  S n o w  W h ite . T h e  M o rta r  P la to o n  su g g est th ey  
give h im  a show er. H e  looks as if  h e  co u ld  d o  w ith  it.

L /C p l.  F o rd e  has n o t y e t b een  g iven  a n o th e r  go at 
th e  m o to r-c y c le  as it is still in  th e  w o rk sh o p s. L /C p l.  
H o w e  is s till w ith  u s , h av in g  a lso  b een  on  leave recen tly . 
P te . M c G e e  is ru m o u re d  to  h ave  a c q u ire d  a ta s te  in 
m u s ic !

W e  tak e  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  w elcom e M rs . W alsh  
an d  h o p e  h e r  s tay  in  G e rm a n y  is a p leasan t one.

F ina lly , th e  b e s t p la to o n  in th e  B atta lion  sen d  all best 
w ishes to  all p a s t m em b e rs  n o w  in  C iv v y  S tre e t  (poor

R A F T  T R IP
L e ft  to r ig h t; S g t .  P r itch a rd , P te. H ardm an, 

C pl. B eav is a n d  S m ith  (82)

c h ap s!)  an d  rem in d  th e m  th a t  w e a re  alw ays p leased  to 
h e a r  f ro m  th em .

P .S .— T h e re  a re  still a few  vacancies h ere!

A S S A U L T  P IO N E E R  P L A T O O N

T h e  S ec tio n  has h ad  p len ty  to  o ccu p y  th e ir  m inds 
a n d  h a n d s  th e  last tw o  m o n th s . F re sh  rec ru its  have 
an sw ered  th e  call o f  “ a s sa u lt-p io n ee r in g  ”  a n d  tra ining 
has  c o n tin u e d  b e tte r  th a n  ever.

L a te s t a rriv als  have b een  P te . H a rd m a n  fro m  “ D  ” 
C o m p a n y  (a  r iv e r  e x p e rt b y  all a c co u n ts !)  an d  Pte. 
M a lh o n e y  fro m  “  A  ”  C o m p a n y — also C a p t. N o rto n ’s 
b a tm a n  b y  th e  w ay! T h e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  Section 
co n sis ts  o f  C p l. B eavis, L  C p l. B a r tle tt , an d  P tes. Coles, 
B u rg , S m ith  (82), P o lla rd  an d  M ilb u rn . A ll are  now 
old  h a n d s  a n d  S ec tio n  s ta lw arts . P te . B u rg  sh ou ld  be 
specia lly  m en tio n ed  on  p assin g  h is R .E . A ssau lt Pioneer 
co u rse , an d  also n o t  fo rg e ttin g  C p l. Beavis a n d  L  Cpl. 
B a r tle tt  on  th e ir  rec e n t p ro m o tio n s .

O th e r  S ec tio n  p e rso n a litie s  m u s t  b e  m en tio n ed  in 
ad d itio n . S m ith  (82) is still fu ll o f  cheek , b u t the 
S ec tio n  w o u ld  really  be  a little  lo st w ith o u t him. 
P o lla rd  seem s to  b e  g e ttin g  b e tte r  every  d ay  an d  is a 
to w er o f  s tre n g th , w h ile  M ilb u rn  has b een  selected  to 
a tte n d  th e  n e x t B atta lio n  N .C .O .s ’ cadre .

E xercises w h ich  th e  S ec tio n  has taken  p a r t  h ave  been 
m an y . O n e  o f  th e  m o st in te re s tin g  w as a 100-mile 
ra f t  t r ip  d o w n  th e  W e se r R iver. T w o  rafts  were 
m ad e  o f logs, 40 -g allo n  p e tro l d ru m s  an d  ro p e. One 
ra f t  m ea su red  18 ft. lo n g  b y  8 ft. w id e  w h ic h  was used 
fo r sto res , w h ile  th e  sm a lle r, m ea su r in g  10 f t. long by 
7 f t. w ide, c a rried  m ostly  p e rso n n e l. B o th  rafts  stood 
u p  well to  th e  r ig o u rs  o f  th e  jo u rn e y . B u t towards 
th e  en d  th e  sm a lle r  one su ffe red  a m ish ap  w ith  her 
d ru m s  an d  b o th  rafts  h ad  to  b e  jo in e d  to g e th e r. H ow ­
ever, in  sp ite  o f th e  size an d  canals th e  v ast raft proved 
n av igab le  a n d  las ted  o u t th e  rem a in d e r  o f  th e  journey . 
O th e r  m em b e rs  o f  th e  B atta lio n  acco m p an ied  th e  Sec­
tio n  o n  th e  tr ip ,  in c lu d in g  S g t. F ra m e  an d  L/Cpl- 
H u b b a rd  o f  th e  R .A .E .C . an d  S ignals respec tive ly , and 
no  d o u b t th ey  en jo y ed  them selves.
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S h o rtly  a fte r  th e  ra f tin g  ep isode , th e  S ec tio n  took 

p a rt in several B a tta lio n  exercises, a n d  w h ilst ac tin g  as 
enem y on  o n e  o ccasion  m an ag ed  th e  d is tin c tio n  o f 
b o m b ard in g  B atta lio n  H .Q . d u r in g  a m o st im p o rta n t 
“ O  ”  g ro u p . A ll ran k s  h o p e  th a t  a fte rw a rd s  a t least 
the fu n n y  s ide  o f  th e  s itu a tio n  was seen  by  th e  o fficers!

T h e  S e c tio n  w as m ain ly  occu p ied  ac tin g  as en em y  
d u rin g  th e  tra in in g  a t S o ltau , b u t  th e  A ssau lt P ioneers 
did have th e  re sp o n s ib ility  o f e rec tin g  a n d  m ain ta in in g  
im prov ised  h o t  sh o w ers  fo r  th e  c am p . Im p ro v ise d  o r  
not, th e  sh o w ers  w o rk ed  w ell a n d  p ro v ed  a g rea t boon 
to th e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  B a tta lio n . A  cam p  d ry in g  
ten t was also e rec ted  a t S o lta u  fo r  th e  th re e  Rifle C o m ­
panies, w h ic h  f ro m  all rep o r ts  w as m u ch  ap p rec ia ted . 
Perhaps, now , th e  A ssa u lt P io n eer S ec tio n  w ill be 
esteem ed even  b e tte r  th a n  befo re!

F ina lly , all ran k s  o f  th e  S ec tio n  a re  to  b e  c o n g ra tu ­
lated on  w o rk in g  so  h a rd  th ese  last few  m o n th s . B u t 
rem em ber, b e  “  b o o b y -tra p  ’’-m in d e d  a n d  s tay  a le r t 
(alive)!

“  H .Q .”  C O M P A N Y
As usua l d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r season w e find  th e  

various d e p a rtm e n ts  o f  “ H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  dep lo y ed  in  
all d irec tio n s , ab ly  d o in g  a v a rie ty  o f d iffe ren t th in g s  a t  
once. So fa r  w e seem  to  h ave  k e p t pace  w ith  events, 
though n o t  alw ays w ith  in d iv id u a ls .

A t sp o rts  th e  C o m p a n y  has  m an ag ed  to  p u t  u p  good 
perform ances in  sp ite  o f lack o f  tim e  fo r  tra in in g . 
“ H .Q .2 ”  cam e  a c lose seco n d  to  “ B ”  C o m p an y  in 
both th e  a th le tic s  an d  th e  sw im m in g . “ H .Q .i  ”  
(rep resen ted  b y  th e  B and  team s) w on  th e  tu g -o f-w ar. 
W e w ould  like to  c o n g ra tu la te  th e  fo llow ing  fo r  th e i r  
o u tstan d in g  p erfo rm an ces  for th e  C o m p an y  an d  fo r th e  
B attalion: P tes. W a rd  (84) a n d  O ’R io rd an  (fo r th e i r  
brillian t ru n s  in  th e  B a tta lio n  a n d  B rigade  S p o rts  
m eetings), C p ls . P u ck ey  a n d  R a n d , L  C p ls . T ay lo r, 
D ow sett, A d k in  a n d  P en n y , P ts. R ob ins, D avey  a n d  Sco tt, 
Bdsm. C o lem an , L o u is  a n d  E ld red , an d  C fm n . M c M a n n . 
It seem s a p ity  th a t  L  C p l. P en n y  w as n o t availab le  fo r  
the C o m p an y  in  th e  sw im m in g  m ee tin g  d u e  to  a 
dam aged h a n d , b u t  n ev e rth e le ss  w e say to  all, “  V ery  
well d o n e .”

H av ing  re tu rn e d  fro m  tw o  w eeks’ su m m e r cam p  a t 
Soltau, w e m u s t  n o t  fo rg e t to  c o n g ra tu la te  C  Sgt. 
S im m ons a n d  h is ab le  cooks, C p l. C o lem an  an d  P te .

H a r r y ”  P a rry , on  th e  h ig h  s ta n d a rd  o f  th e  m essin g  
there. T h is  w as p a id  fo r  o u t o f  th e  c an teen  p ro fits , so w e 
m ust be d u ly  g ra te fu l to  th o se  w ho  s u p p o rte d  th e  c a n ­
teen so w ell (d id  w e h e a r  som e M .T . in th e re  one  n ig h t ?) 
and to  L 'C p l .  C h an ey  w h o  ra n  th e  can teen  so  effi­
ciently.

T h e  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r  w as im p ressed  w ith  the  
speed w ith  w h ich  th e  cam p  w as finally  p ack ed  u p , in 
fact his office te n t  was co llapsed  d u r in g  th e  n ig h t, b u t  
w hether th is  w as to  a id  th e  pack in g  th e  n e x t day  o r  in 
the hopes o f  tra p p in g  th e  O .C . in sid e  is n o t q u ite  know n !

W e w elcom e S g t. O v e rto n  back  to  th e  C o m p an y  an d  
congratulate S g t. W esto n  o n  h is p ro m o tio n , C p l. 
M anser on  h is a p p o in tm e n t as P ro v o st C o rp o ra l, C pl. 
T orrie, L /C p l.  C h an ey  an d  P tes. Page an d  S to n e  on 
their recen t m arriages.

W e w elcom e P te . B ooker to  th e  A ccom m odation  
Stores an d  say, “  W a tc h  th e  sh ee ts  b u t  please h id e  the

p o lish .”  P te s . O ’R io rd an , F ly n n , K in g , Jo n es  (94), 
T u v e y , R o b in s  an d  S ta n b o ro u g h  have b een  n o m in a ted  
to  a tte n d  th e  n e x t  p o ten tia l N .C .O .s ’ cadre , a n d  w e 
all w ish  th e m  th e  g rea te s t success. W e a re  p leased  to  
see  th a t  C p ls . M in e t t  an d  S te w a rt h ave  d isco v ered  th a t  
th e ir  t ru e  h o m e  is w ith  th e  R eg im en t a n d  h ave  d ec id ed  
to  sp e n d  a n o th e r  te rm  in  “  H .Q .”  C o m p an y .

A s a final n o te  w e  reg re tfu lly  say  g o o d b y e  to  B M . 
Jack so n , a n d  w elco m e in  h is  p lace  B /M . M c S h a n e . 
O n e  sh o u ld  n o t b e  su rp r ise d  to  h e a r  a lo t o f I r ish  a irs  
in  th e  n e a r  fu tu re .

T H E  Q .M . S T A F F

T h is  is a  le t te r  y o u  m u s t  p u b l is h !

I t  has b een  b ro u g h t to  o u r  n o tice  th a t  th e  Q .M . 
S ta ff  h ave  n o t b een  m en tio n ed  in  th e  D ie -H a rd  Jo u rn a l 
for q u ite  a co n s id e rab le  a m o u n t o f  tim e . W e  d o n ’t 
th in k  th a t  i t  is fa ir th a t  su c h  a sm all a n d  su c h  a  v ery  
ac tive , h a rd -w o rk in g , sober P la to o n  as th is  sh o u ld  be 
left u n m en tio n ed . A fte r  all w h ere  w o u ld  th e  B atta lion  
be w ith o u t u s  ? B e tte r  off w e ex p ect, b u t  th a t  is b esid e  
th e  p o in t. W h a t d o  yo u  do  w h e n  y o u  h ave  sco rch ed  
y o u r  B .D ., b a k e d  y o u r  h a t o r  w h en  y o u r  s tu d d e d  socks 
b lack  w ith  sw eat n eed  rep lac in g  ? Yes, y o u  tak e  th e  
m o rn in g  off a n d  c o m e  to  th e  Q .M .’s fo r  h e lp . A n d  do  
y o u  ge t it? N O ! A fte r  s p e n d in g  th e  g rea te r  p a r t  o f 
th e  day  lo ok ing  fo r th e  d u ty  s to re m a n  y o u  r e tu rn  to. 
y o u r  C o m p a n y  a n d  c o n tin u e  to  live  in  th e  sam e  o ld  
s ta te  u n til  th e  n e x t  exchange  day.

N o w , to  lea rn  a lit tle  m o re  a b o u t  th is  rem arkab le  
d e ta c h m e n t an d  th e  p eo p le  w ho  ru n  it. F irs t , w e have 
C a p t. W ald ro n  (Q .M .) ,  o u r  firm  b u t  reliab le  task m aste r  
(o f  p ian o  fam e) a n d  h is  c o -p ilo t R .Q .M .S . C ooper, 
b e tte r  k n o w n  to  h is  m en  as “  U n c le  G e o rg e ,”  who- 
th o u g h t u s  to  be  to o  illite ra te  to  w rite  th ese  no tes. By 
th e  looks o f  th is  le t te r  w e “  fink ”  he  m ay  b e  “  r ite .’fc 
T h e n  w e h ave  S g t. L an g fo rd , w h o  en su res  th a t  w e are" 
u p  a t 0600 h rs. ev e ry  m o rn in g . N e x t w e h ave  “  F lig h t ’ ’ 
C p l. S tu b b in g s , w ho  k eeps th e  C .S .M . w ell in fo rm ed  
o f  th e  w h e re a b o u ts  o f  h is  “  lay ab o u ts .”  W e c o n g ra tu ­
late  C p l. K irk p a tr ic k  o n  h is sw ift p ro m o tio n . H o w ev er, 
th e  re s t o f  o u r  d e ta c h m en t co m p rise s  o f  th e  “  b u ck - 
sh ees  ”  w h o  a re  th e  m en  re sp o n sib le  fo r  g e ttin g  th e  
w o rk  d o n e !

W e reg re t hav in g  to  say  g o o d b y e  to  “  Ja m o  ”  a n d  
P te . F a rley , w ho  w ill be leav ing  u s  sh o rtly . T h e  
fo rm e r w ill be  g rea tly  m issed  by  h is fellow  s to re m e n  as 
a s ta u n c h  figure  in p ro te c tin g  th e  r ig h ts  o f  d u ty  s to re ­
m en . “ I ’m  n o t d o in g  a G u a rd .”  T h e  la tte r  w ill be  
m o u rn e d  b y  C .S .M . W rig h t. W e d o n ’t  e n v y  P te . 
“ D e r b y ”  S h eeh an  h is d ifficu lt task  o f  keep in g  h is  
flying p a r tn e r  d o w n  to  ea rth . P te . N ow ell sh o u ld  b e  
a p ro m in e n t m em b e r  in n e x t seaso n ’s foo tba ll team , a n d  
to  P te . “ F la p p e r ”  P a r tr id g e , b e tte r  k n o w n  as th e  
v irg in  s to re m a n , w e say “  C o m e  d o w n .”  W e  c o n ­
g ra tu la te  P te . T u v e y  (w h o m  we ca tc h  g lim pses o f  d u r in g  
th e  y ear) on  th e  b i r th  o f  h is  d a u g h te r  an d  u p o n  his 
n o m in a tio n  to  a tte n d  th e  n e x t p o ten tia l N .C .O .s"  
cadre . N o t fo rg e ttin g  P tes. B rickel a n d  "  F lash  ”  
H am m o n d , w h o  have n o t  lo n g  to  do , o r  so  th ey  tell us. 
W e say a  b ig  hello  to  o u r  new ly  de liv e red  “  n ig s ,”  
n am ely , P tes. M cS w een ey , H a rro n  a n d  “  W h e re ’s n tv
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m a i l ”  L ew in . T o  th ese  w e say  goo d  luck . T h e y  
n eed  it !

B A N D
O n c e  ag a in  a n o th e r  th re e  m o n th s  has s lip p e d  by  

a lm o s t u n n o tic e d ;  in fac t, if it w a sn 't  fo r  th e  R eg im en ta l 
Jo u rn a l n o tes  b ec o m in g  d u e  fo u r  tim es a y ea r, h a lf  th e  
B an d  w o u ld  s till  be  in  1959! Q u ite  se rio u sly , th o u g h , 
th e  tim e  does seem  to  fly b y , p ro b ab ly  d u e  to  th e  fact 
t h a t  w e h ave  h a d  so m an y  b a n d  e n g ag em en ts  th is  p as t 
q u a r te r .  M o re  a b o u t th a t  la te r  th o u g h .

F irs t ly  w e  m u s t  w elcom e B dsm . B ird  a n d  H a y e s  to  
t h e  B an d . B d sm . B ird  is a n o th e r  e x -J u n io r  B an d sm an  
f ro m  C a n te rb u ry , w h ile  B dsm . H ay es  is a n in e -y e a r  
R e g u la r  a n d  ha ils  f ro m  M a rg a te . B d sm . B ird  s tre n g th e n s  
o u r  F re n c h  h o rn  sectio n , w h ile  B d sm . H ayes assists  on. 
th e  sax o p h o n e  s tan d .

F o r tu n a te ly  th e re  h ave  b e e n  n o  d e p a rtu re s  th is  p ast 
q u a r te r ,  b u t  it has, h o w ev er, b een  o v e rsh ad o w ed  b y  th e  
im p e n d in g  d e p a r tu re  o f  th e  B an d m a ste r, M r. Jack so n . 
I ’m  s u re  I can  sp eak  fo r all m em b e rs  o f  th e  B an d , p as t 
a n d  p rese n t, w h o  h ave  kn o w n  M r. Jack so n , w h en  I say 
th a t  w e  m u s t  all h av e  b e n e fite d  f ro m  h is  seem in g ly  u n ­
e n d in g  k n o w led g e  o f  m u sic  in  o n e  w ay  o r  a n o th e r , and  
all reg a rd  h is  d e p a r tu re  as a g rea t loss b o th  to  us a n d  th e  
B a tta lio n . M e n tio n  m u s t b e  m ad e , to o , o f  M rs . Jackson . 
S h e  h as  so m eh o w  co n tr iv ed  to  fit a d m irab ly  in to  th e  life 
o f  th e  B a n d  (re m e m b e r  th o se  “  a fte r  R e tre a t ” cakes), 
a n d  it is sad  to  th in k  th a t  “  O u r  G ra c ie  ” is leav in g  us. 
H o w ev er, w e  w ish  th e m  b o th  th e  b e s t o f  luck , an d  sen d  
th e m  on  th e i r  w ay  w ith  o u r  m o st h e a rtfe l t  th an k s.

O u r  n ew  B an d m a ste r, M r. M c S h a n e , a rr iv ed  on 
J u ly  14 a n d  w e tak e  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  w e lco m in g  h im  
to  th e  B and.

N o w  fo r  a m e n tio n  o f so m e  o f th e  m ain  B and  e n g ag e ­
m en ts  d u r in g  th e  p a s t q u a rte r .  W e  h ave  p lay ed  a t  five 
o f  th e  “  S p a ”  to w n s in  th e  d is tr ic t ;  Bad H erzb e rg , 
B ad L a u te rb e rg , B ad S alzu flen , K a rsh a fe n  a n d , like last 
year, B ad P y rm o n t. T h e r e  a re  s till  tw o  en g ag em en ts  to  
b e  co m p le te d , o n e  a t B o d ew erd e r, a n d  th e  o th e r  a 
fu r th e r  a p p e ara n c e  a t B ad P y rm o n t. T h e s e  e n g ag em en ts  
h av e  b een  in te rsp e rsed  w ith  p a rad es , sp o rts  m ee tin g s  an d  
o th e r  m ilita ry  co m m itm en ts , so  y o u  can  see w e have 
b een  k e p t q u ite  b u sy . W e also gave tw o  m assed  b an d s  
co n c e rts  in  a id  o f  th e  W o rld  R efugee  Y ear, a n d  b y  d o in g  
so ra ised  £ 1 3 0  fo r th e  re fu g ee  fu n d . T h r e e  b a n d s  took  
p a r t  in  th e  co n certs , th e  1st B a tta lio n  T h e  S o u th  W ales 
B o rd e re rs , th e  1st B a tta lio n  T h e  R oyal L in c o ln sh ire  
R e g im en t, an d  o u r  ow n.

I n a  fo r tn ig h t’s tim e  w e m o v e  to  M u n s te r  to  tak e  p a r t  
in  th e  2 D iv isio n  m assed  b a n d s  p a rad e , a n d  on  re tu rn  
f ro m  th e re  w e e n tra in  fo r  E n g lan d  an d  six  w eek s’ leave. 
O n  r e tu rn  fro m  E n g lan d  w e leave B d sm . C ox  an d  E ld red  
b e h in d  fo r a p u p ils ’ co u rse  a t K n e lle r  H all, b u t  w elcom e 
to  o u r  m id s t  again  B dsm . F re n ch , W o rn e s , A sh b y  and  
G re e n .

B y  th e  w a y , fo r  th o se  o f  y o u  w ho  re m e m b e r  “  L u sh  ” 
R osé, h e ’s n ow  reach ed  fam e a n d  fo rtu n e  b y  reco rd in g , 
w ith  h is  jaz z  g ro u p , a  1 5 -m in u te  ta p e  fo r  th e  B .B .C . H e 
in fo rm s  m e th a t  it sh o u ld  b e  b ro ad c a s t so m etim e  in 
A u g u st, so  p e rh a p s  w e w ill b e  ab le  to  h e a r  o u r  p ro te g e ’s 
w o rk  w h ile  w e a re  o n  leave in  E n g lan d .

T h e r e  d o e sn ’t  seem  to  b e  m u ch  m en tio n  m ad e  in  th ese  
.no tes to  th e  rea lm  o f sp o rt. U n fo r tu n a te ly , th o u g h , we

h a v e n ’t  tak en  p a rt  in m u c h  s p o r t  d u r in g  th e  p a s t tw o  or 
th re e  m o n th s , b u t  th e  B an d  c rick e t tea m  d id  d e fea t the 
C o rp s  o f  D ru m s  b y  sev en  w ick e ts!  T h e  B and  also 
re p re se n te d  “  I I .Q .” C o m p a n y  tu g  o ’ w a r team , both 
lig h tw e ig h t an d  h eav y w eig h t tea m s, an d  defeated 
a ll-co m ers  to  w in  th e  B a tta lio n  T u g  o ’ W a r  S h ie ld .

F in a lly , if  any  o f  y o u  can  f ind  th e  tim e , y o u  can  drop 
in  a t  th e  W h ite  H a r t  In n , T o t te n h a m , a n d  e ith e r  listen 
o r  p lay  w ith  th e  jazz  fiends o f  th e  b a n d !

“  S i g n a l l e r ’s  L a m e n t  ”
A  y o u n g  m an  s to o d  a t th e  P ea rly  G a te ,
H is  face w as sc a rre d  a n d  old,
H e  s to o d  b e fo re  th e  m an  o f fa te  
F o r  w elcom e to  th e  fo ld .
“  W h a t h av e  y o u  do n e , ”  S t. P e te r  said,
“ T o  g a in  y o u r  e n tra n c e  h ere?  ”
“  I ’v e  b e e n  a S ig n a lle r, S i r ,”  h e  said,
“  W ith  th e  ‘ D ie -H a rd s  ’ m an y  a  y e a r .”
T h e  P ea rly  G a te  sw u n g  o p e n  w id e  ;
S t. P e te r  ran g  th e  b e ll—
“  C o m e  in sid e  a n d  choose  y o u r  h a rp  
Y o u ’ve serv ed  y o u r  tim e  in  he ll!  ”

(A n o n — P e r c y ? )

A n o th e r  q u a r te r  has p assed  sh o w e rin g  u s  w ith  its 
g ifts . A fte r  v a rio u s  A lb u h e ra  p a ra d e s  P te . C oles is now 
relax in g , b u t  n o  d o u b t h e  w ill so o n  once again  be  burn ing  
th e  m id n ig h t  oil w o rk in g  on  h is  b o o ts  fo r  th e  “ A dm in  ” ! 
P te . B o w d en  c o u ld  w ell tak e  a leaf o u t o f  h is  book.

E x ercise  M ay  M a d n ess  w as m em o rab le  if  on ly  fo r  the 
w e a th e r  a n d  P te . Jo n e s ’ so irée  in th e  ch ick en  ru n — much 
to  th e  a n n o y a n ce  o f  th e  R .S .M . an d  C /S g t .  W alters. 
Jo n es  is n o w  th e  C .O .’s o p e ra to r!  O u r  r e tu rn  to  camp 
w as en liv en ed  b y  n u m e ro u s  d r ill  p a ra d e s  in prepara tion  
fo r th e  Q u e e n ’s b ir th d a y  p a rad e , th o u g h  C p l. Rand 
th o u g h t th e  p a ra d e  w as fo r  h im — his 21 st! C o n g ra tu la ­
tio n s  to  h im  an d  to  P tes. C o n n e ll a n d  Jo h n so n  w ho  are 
n o w  m en .

C p l. H a g g e rty  is q u ick ly  lea rn in g  th e  m o ra le  effect of 
co n tro ls  “ A ll S ta tio n s  n o th in g  h e a rd  o u t ” n ow  th a t  he 
h as  jo in e d  th e  sh a rp  e n d — h o w ev er, he  seem ed  to  enjoy 
J u n e  Jo y . P te . B ow den  su rv iv ed  h is f irst ex p erien ce  of 
d r iv in g  th e  R .S .O ., b u t  P te . H e s lin  h as  b een  less for­
tu n a te  s in ce  fa ilin g  h is te s t— he w e n t h o m e to  Ireland 
o n  leave a n d  has  n o t b e e n  seen  s in c e — e ith e r  th e  little 
p e o p le  o r  th e  G u in n e ss  h ave  g o t a g rip .

T h e  R .S .O ., C p l. S te w a rt an d  P tes. L lo y d  an d  Jones 
w ere  sh re w d  en o u g h  to  w o rk  th e ir  w ay in to  th e  Battalion 
s h o o tin g  tea m  w h ich  w on  th e  B rigade  co m p e titio n , and 
th e  R .S .O . w e n t one  b e tte r  a n d  got b o tto m  rifle score! 
L lo y d  ap p e a re d  again  in  th e  a th le tic s  tea m  w h ich  cam? 
second  in  th e  B rigade  co m p e titio n , b u t  th e  s ta r  of the 
tea m  p ro v ed  to  b e  P te . O ’R io rd a n  w h o  r a n  v e ry  well in 
th e  lo n g -d is ta n c e  ev en ts— last y ea r he w as th e  800- 
m etres  “  k in g  ” ! P te . C o n n e ll a lso  tra in e d  b u t  pulled 
so m e th in g , th o u g h  h e  en jo y ed  his tr ip s  to  B.M-H- 
R in te ln  ! In  th e  in te r-C o m p a n y  sw im m in g  w e s u p p l i e d  

m o st o f  “  H .Q .”  I I  tea m  w h ic h  cam e seco n d  to  “ B 
C o m p an y . C p l. R a n d  led  th e  c o n tin g e n t assisted  by 
L /C p l. D o w se tt an d  P tes. “  C a n n o n b a ll ” Bryant, 
C h a llen o r, D avey , “  M u scle s  ”  G ib b o n s  a n d  “  G loom  
S co tt. C p l. R an d , L /C p l. D o w se tt, P tes. D av ey  and 
S co tt th en  fidd led  th e ir  w ay in to  th e  B atta lio n  team
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which w o n  th e  2 D iv isio n  sw im m in g . P te . S c o tt’s 
bu tterfly  g o t h im  a m en tio n  in  “ K ey n o tes  ”  an d  w o n  us 
the m atch . H is  o p p o n e n t gave u p . S om e say  “  G lo o m  ” 
w ould g e t an  O ly m p ic  tr ia l if  h is  s to m ach  d id n ’t  scrape 
on th e  b o tto m  a t th e  shallow  e n d ! L /C p l.  H u b b a rd  an d  
Pte. L ew is  w e ex p ec ted  to  see in  th e  tea m  a fte r  th e ir  
rafting  w eek on  th e  W e se r w ith  th e  A ssau lt P io n eers—  
they ce rta in ly  d id n ’t  d o  an y  s ig n a llin g  in  sp ite  o f a sky 
wave aeria l th e  le n g th  o f  th e  F o r th  B ridge.

So ltau  is n ow  b e h in d  u s  an d  p ro v ed  th e  C 42  su p e rio r  
to th e  c a rr ie r  p ig eo n  a n d — in m u d  anyw ay— to  th e  D .R . 
T h e  w e a th e r  w as foul b u t  su ite d  som e m em b e rs , and  
pink e le p h a n ts  ab o u n d e d , espec ia lly  in  th e  L /C p l. 
H u b b ard , P tes. C h a lle n o r an d  O ’R io rd an  te n t .  C h a llen o r 
is a new  a rriv a l f ro m  th e  “  b e a rd e d  w e ird ie  ”  class an d  is 
a “ v irtu o so  o f  th e  a cco rd io n  ” — h e  also  p lays th e  
squeeze b ox . H e  an d  P te . C o n n e ll a re  q u ite  a  c o m b in a ­
tion. P te . S h o r t  deserves so m e th in g  fo r  keep in g  h is 
charging en g in es  g o ing  n ig h t  an d  d ay — m ay  w e suggest 
some s ilen cers! H e  also f irm ly  d en ie s  d rin k in g  elec­
trolyte w h en  th e  c id e r  ran  o u t— h e  alw ays looks like 
that! P tes. T h o m a s  an d  Jo h n so n  w e re  in  th e  B atta lio n  
m otor-cycle  tea m  w h ic h  c o m p e te d  in  th e  B rig ad e  m e e t­
ing— places w ere  n o t  a n n o u n c ed  b u t  b o th  g a in ed  valuable  
experience in  m o u n ta in e e r in g , t re e  c lim b in g  an d  p a ra ­
chuting. In  fact, th e  la t te r  b ro k e  P te . B u rn e tt ’s reco rd  
for tre e  c lim b in g  w h ils t in  charge  o f  a W .D . vehicle. 
H ow ever, S u n ra y  seem ed  p leased  en o u g h  an d , in  fact, 
th ro u g h o u t th e  tra in in g  season  D .R .s  h ave  d o n e  th e  
Stirling w ork . P te . C ro o k  has d o n e  eq u a lly  w ell in  th e  
m any cy c lin g  e v en ts  h e  has  en te red .

W e are  so rry  to  lose S g t. B riggs to  th e  g u a rd ro o m —  
as P rovost S e rg ea n t— a n d  P te . B ry a n t o n  a tem p o ra ry  
visit! T h e  la t te r  w as d o n e  fo r sp e ed in g — m u s t have 
been w a tc h in g  h is  rev . c o u n te r!  W ith  S g t. B rig g s’ d e ­
p artu re  wre can  n o w  re tu rn  to  b u y in g  c ig a re tte s, n o t 
rolling th e m !  W e  w elco m e b ack  to  th e  P la to o n  Sgt. 
O verton fro m  th e  r ig o u rs  o f  7  P la to o n , “  C  ”  C o m p an y , 
and c o n g ra tu la te  b o th  h im  an d  S g t. W e sto n  o n  th e ir  
w ell-deserved p ro m o tio n . T h e  R .S .O . is obviously  
building q u ite  an  em p ire— h e ’s a fte r  a m ajo rity !

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  L t .  C h e e sm a n  on  h is  75 p e r  cen t.
“ pass in  ” re su lt a t H y th e — C p l. R o p e r  is th e re  too—  
just! C p l. S te w a rt has s ig n ed  o n  a n d  h o p es  to  go to  
Hythe in  January ' w ith  L /C p l.  D o w se tt, a re -e n lis tm e n t 
from th e  R oyal F u silie rs , w h e re  h e  w as a w ireless 
sergeant a fte r  on ly  th re e  y e a rs ’ serv ice. W e  w elcom e 
him to th e  P la to o n  an d  also P tes. L a m b o u m e , an  e x -T .A . 
signaller, a n d  C lay to n , th e  n e x t R .S .O .’s b a tm an .

New  R e c ru it :  “ W h y ’s th a t  b loke  g o t c ro ssed  flags 
on his arm ? ”

Old S o ld ie r: “  O n e  fo r d u s tin g , th e  o th e r  fo r  p o lish ­
ing.”

S ignaller (a t A lb u h e ra  lu n c h ) :  “  T h a t  w as a nice, 
voung, te n d e r  sp rin g  c h ic k e n .”  (W ip es  egg y'olk from
m outh!)

N ow  th a t  S u n ra y  w a n ts  “ H u llo ,”  “  Say a g a in ,”
How d ’yo u  h e a r  m e ”  an d  “  O v e r ” u sed  on ly  w h en  

vital, all w e’re  left w ith  is “ H e lp .”

C O R P S  O F  D R U M S

Since th ese  n o tes  w-ere las t co m p iled  o u r  various 
activities, d e sp ite  w h a t ce rta in  o f  th e  “ D ru m s!  a load
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A lb u h era  D a y

o f  w aste rs  ”  f ra te rn i ty  say, have b een  m u lt itu d in o u s .
T o  s ta r t  o ff th is  q u a r te r  w e h ad  th e  tria ls  fo r  th e  

Com pany- a n d  ev en tu a lly  B atta lio n  sh o o tin g  team s. T h is  
in v o lv ed  a n u m b e r  o f  d ru m m e rs , an d  th e  c o u n try s id e  
a ro u n d  H o lte n se n  ech o ed  w ith  rifle fire, u n til  th e re  
em erg ed  f ro m  all th is  p rac tis in g  tw o  D ru m s  re p re se n ta ­
tiv es  fo r  th e  C o m p a n y  an d  B a tta lio n  team s, in  th e  fo rm  
o f  C p l. H a r t  a n d  D rm . E llio t.

T h e n ,  a fte r  a s h o r t  p e rio d  o f  “  nose g r in d in g ,”  w e 
s ta r te d  so rtin g  o u t  o u r  a th le te s  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th e  
B a tta lio n  sp o rts  m ee tin g . C p l. H a r t,  D im s . M aso n , 
M a rq u is s  an d  B u tle r  w e re  o u r  sta rs  o f  th e  track , 
th o u g h  D rm . W a tts  p u t  u p  a fine show  in  p rac tic e  wTh e n  
he  ran  th e  2 ,000 m etres . A t th e  n e x t p rac tic e  session , 
h o w ev er, h e  re tire d  a fte r  a very  g ood  try' a n d  w as h e a rd  to  
r em a rk  “  n e v e r  a g a in .”  T h e  “  H .Q .”  2 tea m  w ere  
c lassified  seco n d  a t th e  fin ish  o f  th e  sp o rts , a n d  th e  
d ru m m e rs  co n c e rn e d  p u t  o n  a v e ry  goo d  show ing .

M a y  16 h e ra ld e d  y e t a n o th e r  ce le b ra tio n  o f  A lb u h e ra  
D a y  an d , a t  th e  c rack  o f  d aw n , th e  D ru m s  w ere  to  be  
seen , y aw n in g  a n d  b lea ry -e y e d  a fte r  a p re -A lb u h e ra  D a y  
d r in k , b e a tin g  R eveille . T h is  w e n t off q u ite  w ell an d  
w as a p p re c ia te d  byr th e  O fficers’ M ess  to  th e  e x te n t o f  an  
offer o f  “  th e  h a ir  o f  th e  d o g ,”  v e ry  m u c h  ap p rec ia ted  
b y  m em b e rs  o f  th e  a b o v e -m e n tio n e d  p a rty . L a te r  in 
th e  day7 th e  B a tta lio n  w as tre a te d  to  a v e ry  in sp ir in g  
e x h ib itio n  o f  d rill  an d  m u sic  b y  a specia l “  C o rp s  o f  
D ru m s  ”  led  b y  “  D ru m -M a jo r  ” B u tle r  a n d  w a tch ed  
ov er b y  th e  lofty' eye o f  “  D rill  S e rg ea n t ”  W h ite . 
R oyal T o u rn a m e n t  stuff, o f  co u rse . D ru m -M a jo r  
L ew is  h ad  b e tte r  look to  h is  lau rels .

W e  m ad e  an  early  s ta r t  in  J u n e  w h e n  w e d id  R e tre a t 
b ea tin g s  on  th e  n t h  a n d  12th. T h e  first o n e  in  cam p, 
w h ic h  w as n e a t a n d  o rd erly , a n d  th e  seco n d  in  th e  
s ta d iu m  in  to w n . I t  w as a c lose th in g  as to  w h o  w 'ould 
have th e  field as th e  c h ild ren  w ere  th e re  in  fo rce. I t  
seem ed  as if  th e  P ied  P ip e r  h ad  b een  sav in g  h is co llec tion  
o f  c h ild ren  especially  fo r  th e  occasion.

F ina lly , w e  w elco m e D im s . L ake, B oast a n d  C a th e rin e  
a long  w ith  A m o s an d  B rig h t, b o th  h av in g  p rev io u s  
bu g le  ex p e rien ce  w ith  th e  cad ets , an d  D rm s. B en to n  a n d  
M a rsh  fro m  th e  p ro d u c tio n  lin e  a t C a n te rb u ry . L a s t,

D
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b u t  n o t least, f ro m  “  B ”  C o m p a n y , L /C p l .  C la rk e , a 
b u g le r  o f  v ast e x p e rien ce  fro m  w ay  back.

M .T . P l a to o n
S in ce  las t n o tes  th e re  h av e  b een  v ery  few  changes, 

an d  to  s ta r t  th e  b a ll ro llin g  w e e x te n d  th e  h a n d  o f 
w e lco m e  to  P te s. B o ltw o o d , B eale  (as in  C .S .M .),  
“  P a tch y  ”  D e so m b re , L in c o ln , L ay , R oss, T h u r s to n ,  
W h itm o re , a n d  to  th e  R .E .M .E . a tta c h ed  C fm n . 
M c C a n n . A po log ies to  an y o n e  left o u t, b u t  th ey  h ap p e n  
to  b e  in  y o u r  sc rib e ’s b lack  book . A n d  w e m u s t  ad d  
th a t  C p l. M in e t t  fo u n d  a t th e  las t m o m e n t th a t  h e  cou ld  
n o t  ru n  aw ay fro m  ho m e.

T h e  B a tta lio n , h o w ev er, le f t  h o m e  to  sp e n d  a co u p le  
o f  w eeks a t  th e  S o lta u  t ra in in g  a reas , a n d  o nce  again  th e  
M .T .  P la to o n  p ro v ed  th a t  i t  is th e  h a rd e s t-w o rk e d  
P la to o n  in  th e  B a tta lio n . M a n y  goo d  lessons w ere , w e 
b e liev e , le a m t, fo r  I am  su re  th a t  P te . H ird  n o  lo n g er 
h as  a n y  m isg iv in g s  a b o u t to w in g  w a te r  tra ile rs  a n d  P tes. 
Jo n e s  a n d  B ry a n t w ill, in  fu tu re , w e feel, pay  m o re  
a t te n tio n  to  c o rre c t m ir ro r  a d ju s tm e n t,  fo r  fa ilu re  in  
th is  m a tte r  m ig h t re su lt  in  a n o th e r  leave o f  ab sen ce !

W e  h o p e  th a t  all d r iv e rs  n o w  k n o w  th e  m ea n in g  o f 
co nvoy  d is ta n c e , even  if  so m e  d r iv e rs  fe lt th a t  g ree n  an d  
a m b e r  lig h ts  e n c o u n te re d  u p o n  a n ig h t d riv e  m ea n t 
sp e ed  u p . A t th is  th e  M .T .O .’s h a ir  tu rn e d  a g en tle  
sh a d e  o f  g rey , to  c o m p le te  a m o st c o lo u rfu l scene . A ll 
re tu rn e d  safe  save fo r  C p l. B re n n e n ’s p a rty  w h o  r e tu rn e d  
a “  lit tle  ”  la te . N e x t  tim e  g u id e  d ogs w ill b e  p ro v id ed .

P te . C la rk e , w e fo u n d , co u ld  m ak e  a v e ry  good 
“  c u p p a ,”  th a t  w as u n til  P te . M c In ty re  d isco v e red  a 
p a ir  o f  p lie rs, a n d  th a t  w as th e  en d  o f  th a t .  S till, h e  is 
a m o s t efficien t w o rk e r, fo r  h e  m an ag es  to  g e t th e  M .T .O . 
to  sign  in d en ts  tw ice . A n d  lo n g  w ill w e re m e m b e r  th a t  
p r iv a te  c am p  s ite  o f  one, P te . M c D o u g a l. (Yes, S g t. 
B riggs, th a t  one.)

L’p o n  r e tu r n  to  b a rrack s , o p e ra tio n  “  c lean  u p  ” 
s ta r te d , an d  in  a rem a rk a b ly  s h o r t  t im e  th e  d r iv e rs  had  
th e  veh ic les u p  to  s ta n d a rd . A lso , a t th is  tim e , C p l. 
M in e tt  fo u n d  h is  w ay  to  th e  R .E .M .E . sh ed s  to  s ta n d  in 
fo r  S g t. P e p p e rc o rn , w h o  w as h av in g  a  c o u p le  o f  w eek s’ 
re s t, as in  th e  case o f  C fm n . T ru e sd a le , w h o  also n eed ed  
a sh o rt  res t, f ro m  w h a t, w e c a n n o t say , h o w e v e r !

W e  m u s t  a lso  th a n k  P te . W illiam s fo r  th e  v a lu ab le  
se rv ice  h e  re n d e re d  to  th e  B a tta lio n  m o to r-c y c le  tria ls  
tea m , an d  m u ch  to  e v e ry o n e ’s  s u rp r ise  all o u r  m ach in es  
m an a g e d  to  s tay  th e  co u rse . In  fact, as S g t. M ile s  w on  
h is  c lass, w e  a re  co n s id e rin g  p re se n tin g  th e  m ach in e  
co n c e rn e d  to  th e  R e g im e n ta l M u s e u m  ( th e  b ik e  only , 
n o t S g t. M iles).

P te s. R o b in s  an d  K in g  sh o u ld  h ave  f in ish ed  th e ir  
N .C .O .’s c ad re  b y  th e  tim e  th ese  n o tes  ap p e a r , an d  w e 
w o u ld  p o in t o u t th a t  T .W .T .s  n eed  n o t b e  co m p le ted  
fo r  a  d u ty  jo u rn e y  to  th e  sq u a re .

C p l. P u ck ey  s till  com es in  each  ev en in g  to  read  de ta il. 
D a re  w e  te ll h in t  th a t  it is d isp lay ed  o n  th e  M .T .  n o tice  
b o a rd  an d  n o t in  th e  N A A F I  b e e r  b a r. P te . J a rr e tt  
has le ft  o n  leave, an d  w e  e x p ec t th a t  th e  u su a l sp icy  
s to ries  w ill resu lt.

P te . B o ltw ood  rec e n tly  ce le b ra te d  h is 21st. to  w h ich  
th e  w h o le  P la to o n  gave a h e lp in g  h a n d , th e  h a n d s , of 
c o u rse , su p p o r t in g  h im  o n  b lan k e ts . T h e  re su lt, h o w ­
ever, w as th a t  C p l. M in e tt  w as forced  to  h av e  a b a th

(co ld ). H o w ev er, a t  th e  tim e , P te . A u g h te rlo n y  was 
rem e m b e rin g  a  c e rta in  in c id e n t o n  th e  S o lta u  ro ad , and 
m ay  well h ave  b e e n  ju s tif ie d  in  h is  ac tio n s . I t  w as around 
th is  t im e  th a t  C p ls . P u ck ey  a n d  B ro w n  ap p eared  to 
dev e lo p  a k een  h o r tic u ltu ra l  o u tlo o k  o n  G e rm a n  night 
life.

P te . H o p k in s , w e h ea r, has  fo u n d  a  new  p astim e , that 
o f  h av in g  a  m u d  b a th  so m ew h ere  a lo n g  th e  H annover 
ro ad , ab ly  a b e tte d  b y  P te . C a tte rm o le . H o p k in s , how­
ever, d ec la res  th a t  i t  w as th e  fau lt  o f  th e  D .R . This, 
h o w ev er, is n o t  q u ite  th e  s to ry  h e  to ld  to  a c e rta in  N .C .O . 
a t  first.

W e tak e  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  co n g ra tu la te  P te . Page 
u p o n  h is rec e n t m arr ia g e  in  th e  U .K . a n d  rem in d  him 
th e re  a re  sp le n d id  m arr ie d  q u a rte rs  availab le  to  Regular 
so ld ie rs ; th e  M .T .O .  a n d  L  C p l. B ro w n  fo r the 
“  R o g u es’ G a lle ry  ”  th e y  h av e  s ta r te d  (b u t  w e wonder 
w h v  a p h o to g ra p h  o f  a  c e rta in  F o rd  P re fe c t h as  failed to 
a p p e a r ) ; P te . S u m p te r  u p o n  h is  a p p o in tm e n t as driving 
in s t ru c to r  to  th e  M .I .  R o o m  S u n ra y , a n d  to  w h o m  we 
w ish  th e  b e s t o f  B ritish  luck .

S g t. P r i tc h a rd  o f  late  h as  tak en  to  tw o  w heels only. 
W h e n  tack led  o n  th is  su b je c t, h e  rep lied : ”  W ith  the 
sh o w e r I ’ve  got, m ate , w h a t c a n  a  m an  do?”  Cpl. 
C h ill in  g w o rth , w e  a re  g la d  to  re p o r t,  has no w  reached 
th e  “  d av s  to  d o  ”  stage, a n d  rec e n tly  w e  w ere  so rry  to 
sav  o u r  farew ells  to  P te . K in g h a m  w h o  h as  le f t for a 
LT.K . p o s tin g . N e v e r  m in d , M ic k , it w ill b e  a boy!

A n d , in  co n c lu sio n , w e  w o u ld  re m in d  P te . C la rk  that 
it  rea lly  isn ’t  necessa ry  to  h av e  a n  early  ca ll 24  hours in 
ad v an ce  o f  a d e ta il. W e  h e a r  th a t  P te . F lack  w as caught 
in  b e d  th e  o th e r  m o rn in g . W h a t th is  m ea n s  only  you 
know . A n d  to  P te . R o w lan d  w e  pose th is  question: 
“  A re  v o u  d o in g  to o  lit tle  o r  to o  m u ch ?  ”

W A R R A N T  O F F IC E R S ’ A N D  S E R G E A N T S ’ 
M E S S

C o m m itte e  fo r  q u a r te r  e n d in g  S e p te m b e r  30, i960: 
P .M .C ., C .S .M . K . B eale; T re a s u re r ,  C  S g t. J . E ldridge; 
M e m b e rs , S g t. R . P o w er a n d  S g t. T .  P a rn ell.

T h e  q u a r te r  e n d e d  J u n e  30, i9 6 0 , as alw ays, proved 
to  b e  th e  liveliest. T h e  fo cu s  o f  all M ess life has been 
c e n tre d  o n  th e  A lb u h e ra  c e leb ra tio n s  w h ic h  w ill b e  the 
m a in  to p ic  o f  th ese  p re -p la n n e d , rec o rd e d  o n  th e  spot, 
n o tes . (B a tta lio n  E d i to r  p lease  n o te !)

A fte r  th e  las t n o te s  m an y  p eo p le  m u s t  be  wondering 
if  w e d id  ge t b ack  safely  fro m  S en n e lag e r, an d  what 
so rt  o f  rec e p tio n  w e h a d  f ro m  o u r  b e tte r  halves. News 
rea c h e d  th e  “  S h a rp  E n d  ”  th a t  o u r  k en n e ls  w e re  being 
m ad e  read y  fo r  u s  a n d  th a t  w e  w o u ld  b e  req u ired  to 
a c co u n t fo r  o u r  lo st th re e  w eeks, m is s in g  n o n e  o f the 
lu rid  d e ta ils . F ro m  all re p o r ts  m em b e rs  m anaged to 
give a goo d  a c co u n t o f  th em se lv es  a n d  th e  k en n e ls  were 
qu ick ly  s to re d  aw ay. N eed less  to  say, m an y  o f  them 
h ave  s in ce  b e e n  in  use . p a rticu la rly  o v e r th e  Albuhera 
p erio d . A ll r ig h t “  S id  ”  (n ev e r m in d  w h ic h  one), >'°u 
c a n  co m e o u t now !

O u r  e ig h t p lu sh  b a r  stoo ls, re p o r te d  o n  in the  last 
issue, h ave  b een  red u c e d  in  n u m b e r . ”  D ick ie  Butler 
fell th e  fu ll fo u r  fee t f ro m  o n e  a n d  b ro k e  h is a rm . an 
m o re  im p o rta n t, o n e  o f  th e  legs o f  th e  stoo l. S till we 
w ish  h im  a sp eed y  recovery-, a n d  give h im  a gent e 
r e m in d e r  to  ge t a m o v e  o n  a n d  h av e  o u r  s to o l repaired.
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" B ill  ”  M eachen, 1st M id d lesex  J o c k  Cam eron
S g t.  P ritch a rd . 1st M idd lesex

All p ro b lem s re la tin g  to  th e  b a r  h av e  n o w  b een  so lved . 
As w ell as o u r  stools w e h ave  a  n ew  to p  to  th e  b a r, a 
black iv o ry -lo o k in g  m a te ria l;  I ’m  to ld  it  is F o rm ica . 
M em bers w ill n o  lo n g er be  ab le  to  b lam e  th e  b a r- to p  
for m ak in g  th e i r  e lbow s sh in y . W e are  in  th e  n e a r  
future p u rc h a s in g  th e  la te s t in  s p ir i t  m easu res , th u s  
b ring ing  o u r  b a r  r ig h t  u p  to  date .

N ow  to  th e  m a in  to p ic , “  T h e  A lb u h e ra  C e le b ra ­
tions.” A  w eek o r  so b e fo re  th e  b ig  d av  w e w ere  a 
rather w o rr ie d  b u n c h . W e h ad  n o t rece ived  an an sw er 
to o u r in v ita tio n  se n t to  th e  R oyal C h e lsea  H o sp ita l 
inviting tw o  e x -D ie -H a rd s  to  sp e n d  th e  A lb u h e ra  
period w ith  u s . \ \  e h eav ed  a  s ig h  o f  re lie f  w h en  on 
M ay 11 th e  lo n g -aw a ited  answ e r  cam e. L’n fo rtu n a te lv  
°nly one  e x -m e m b e r  o f  th e  R e g im e n t w as ab le  to  m ake 
the jo u rn e y , nam ely . B ill M each an , a y o u n g  so ld ier. 
87 years o ld . H e  b ro u g h t h is  frie n d  along, Jock  
C am eron, an  ex -C am ero n ian . a n d  a sp rig h tly  7 8 -y ear- 
old. B o th  g e n tle m e n  h a d  a w o n d e rfu l w eek w ith  us, 
and took p a r t  in  m an y  ac tiv ities.

O n S a tu rd a y , M ay  14 , w e h e ld  o u r  A lb u h e ra  Ball. 
T he officers a n d  th e i r  lad ies w e re  in v ited  a n d  a m o st 
enjoyable ev en in g  w as had . S pec ia l th an k s  m u s t again  
§0 to J o h n n y  M e d lo c k  fo r p ro d u c in g  a  sp le n d id  buffe t.

A m o v in g  c e rem o n y  m ark e d  th e  e n tra n c e  o f  the  
Chelsea P en sio n ers . T h e y  w ere  p lay ed  in to  th e  b a ll­
room to  th e  s tra in s  o f  “  S o ld ie rs  o f  th e  Q u e e n .” T h e  
entire c o m p an y  w as u p s ta n d in g  an d  th e re  w as an  a ir  o f  
emotion a n d  p rid e .

S unday p assed  qu ietly . A m en .
-Albuhera D ay  w as c e leb ra ted  in  m o re  o r  less t ra d i­

tional s ty le . T h e  officers h ad  n o t y e t reco v ered  from  
Saturday a n d  d ec lin ed  o u r  offer to  d o  b a ttle  on  th e  
Parade g ro u n d . T h e y  w ere, how ever, o u t  in  force to  
Welcome u s  to  th e i r  M ess  a t lu n ch  tim e , w h e re  we 
R e iv e d  th e  u su a l g en e ro u s  h o sp ita lity . In  th e  even ing  
•■he officers v isited  u s  a n d  jo in e d  by  B ill a n d  Jo ck  we 
¿tank th e  ”  S ile n t T o a s t .” C ol. B atty e  a fte rw ard s  
Presented o u r  tw o  o ld  f rie n d s  w ith  an  a sh tray  each , th e  
^ t  of m an y  g ifts  g iv en  th e m  to  c o m m em o ra te  th e ir  
^ « t  to  H a m e ln . L a te r , a f te r  th e  officers h ad  left, th e

w ives jo in e d  us a n d  w e saw  o u t  A lb u h e ra  D av . i9 6 0 , 
in  th e  t ru e  sp ir it.

A las, th e  tim e  cam e w h en  w e h ad  to  b id  farew ell to  
o u r  n e w -fo u n d  frie n d s . T h e y  w ere in d ee d  s o rry  to  
h ave  to  leave an d  e x p ressed  a  wash fo r  a r e tu rn  v isit in  
th e  n o t  too  d is ta n t  fu tu re . T h e y  w ere  g iven  th e  old 
so ld ie rs ’ t ra d itio n a l se n d -o ff  b y  th e  B and  a n d  D ru m s, 
w ho  p lay ed  th e m  fro m  th e  S e rg ea n ts ’ M e ss  to  th e  M ain  
G a te , an d . finally , as th ey  w ere  d r iv e n  o ff to  th e  s ta tio n  
by  S g t. G irlin g , th e  B an d  to o k  u p  th e  s tra in s  o f  “  A u ld  
L a n g  S y n e  ” — a  tu n e  w h ich  has no  d o u b t cau sed  th em  
b o th  a  ce rta in  m istin ess  o f  v ision  in  th e i r  m an v . m an v  
years o f  loyal serv ice, a n d  was m o re  th an  effective on  
th is  occasion . M a y  w e h ave  th e  p lea su re  o f  m ee tin g  
th e m  ag a in  o n e  day . Jo c k  sa id  h e  w as g o in g  to  ap p lv  
fo r  a tra n s fe r  to  th e  “  D ie -H a rd s  ”  o n  h is re tu rn  to  
C h elsea . W h y  n o t— w e n eed  rec ru its !

W e h ave  a  “  W eird ie  ”  a m o n g s t us. T h a t  b ig - 
h e a rte d  c h a ra c te r , S id  “  P io n e e r  ”  P r itc h a rd , is g ro w in g  
a  b e a rd . N eed less  to  say  h e  has b eco m e th e  c e n tre  o f 
a ttra c t io n  an d  th e  su b je c t o f  m an y  a ru d e  rem ark . 
D o n ’t  le t it w o rry  yo u  “  F u n g u s  F a c e ,”  an d  rem e m b e r  
n e x t t im e  y o u  sleep  in  th e  P .M .C .’s b ed  to  rem ove  
th o se  te ll-ta le  w h isk ers  f ro m  th e  pillow .

A  m a jo r  c a ta s tro p h e  o c c u rre d  la te  in  M ay . D ru m m y  
L ew is re p o r te d  th e  loss o f  h is  p e t  poo d le . A fte r  a 
search  las tin g  sev era l h o u rs  he  fo u n d  it locked  in  his 
ow n  p a n try . H o w  fo rg e tfu l can  y o u  ge t ?

T h e  p a s t tw o w eeks h ave  b een  sp e n t a t  S o ltau  p lav m g  
w ith  tan k s . O u r  o p p o s ite  n u m b ers , B ” S q u a d ro n . 
4 th  R .T k s ., w e re  c learly  sy m p a th e tic  to w a rd s  us hav in g  
to  r id e  o n  th e  o u ts id e  o f  th e i r  “  Iro n s id es .”  T h e  
S o ltau  te r ra in  d id n ’t  h e lp  to w a rd s  a c o m fo rtab le  ride . 
S till  m an y  lessons w ere  le a m t an d  n ew  frie n d sh ip s  
m ade . T o  o u r  n e w -fo u n d  frien d s  w e w o u ld  like to  say 
"  T a n k s  a  lo t,”  a n d  w e a re  lo ok ing  fo rw ard  to  m arry in g  
u p  w ith  y o u  again  soon.

P ro m o tio n s  h ave  b een  n u m ero u s  th is  q u a rte r . O u r  
c o n g ra tu la tio n s  go o u t to  C .S .M . M ich e ll, C  Sgts. 
N ich o lso n , E ld rid g e  a n d  G a rra ty . a n d  to  Sg ts. Sco tt, 
O v e r to n , W esto n  a n d  P arnell.

S h o rtly , w e sha ll be  b id d in g  farew ell to  B an d m aste r  
Ja ck so n , w ho is n e a rin g  th e  c o m p le tio n  o f  h is  service. 
W e a re  p rep a r in g  to  g ive  h im  a  se n d -o ff  th a t  w e hope 
w ill b e  w o rth y  o f  h i m  W e shall be  g iv in g  a  fu ll 
a c co u n t o f  th is  in  th e  n ex t issue. T ill  th e n , w e b id  
yo u  A u  R evoir.

C O R P O R A L S ’ C L U B
A t last th e  n eed  has b een  reco g n ised  to  s ta r t  again  

th e  C o rp o ra ls ' C lu b  n o tes  a n d  y o u r  r e p o r te r  finds it a 
v e ry  h a rd  task , as fo r  m an y  w eeks p ast w e h ave  b een  
w ith o u t a  m ee tin g  place o f  o u r  ow n, d u e  in  th e  first 
p lace  to  a sh o rtag e  o f  N A A F I  staff, a n d  also  to  th e  fact 
th a t  th e  C lu b  has b een  red eco ra ted , as it w as felt th a t 
if  yo u  c o u ld  n o t use  th e  place, y o u  m ig h t  as w ell have 
th e  p lace  looking  n ice.

In  th e  p ast q u a r te r  m an y  n ew  faces have a p p eared , 
nam ely . L  C p ls. F o rd e r. B a rtle tt. H e n n essy , C ooper. 
Jolliffe. M a n n in g , D o w se tt, an d , o f  course . D arnels 
(R .A .P .C .) . M ay  w e rem in d  th e m  o f  th e  c u s to m  o f  
b u y in g  th e  d rin k s . C o n g ra tu la tio n s  a lso  to  C p ls. 
G u tte r id g e . F lan ag an . Beavis, M c F a rla n d . O ’G o rm an .



R an d , H a g g e r ty , P u ck ey , R ey n o ld s , K irk p a tric k , C h il-  
lin g w o rth , R o p e r  an d , o f  co u rse  again , L u k e  o f  th e  
R .A .P .C ., u p o n  th e i r  seco n d . W e  a re  v e ry  so rry  to  say  
g o o d b y e  to  S g ts . S c o tt, O v e r to n  a n d  W e sto n , a ll o f  
w h o m  h av e  m o v ed  to  th e  h ig h e r  in co m e  b rack e t.

A lso  b y  th e  tim e  th a t  th ese  n o te s  a p p e a r  o u r  P .M .C . 
o f  lo n g  s ta n d in g  w ill h ave  a t lo n g  las t b e e n  cau g h t. 
B y th is , o f  co u rse , w e  m ean  h is  fo rth c o m in g  m arriag e . 
A ll m e m b e rs  o f  th e  C lu b  h av e  g en e ro u s ly  d o n a te d  a 
g ift to  m ark  th is  m em o rab le  occasion , a n d  w e w ish  
C p l. a n d  M rs . T o r r ie  all th e  b e s t fo r  th e  fu tu re .

W e  h av e  recen tly  b een  h o n o u re d  b y  a  v isit fro m  
e x -C p l. H e a th , a n d  one  is in c lin ed  to  th in k  th a t  h e  m ay  
fo llow  th e  sp le n d id  e x am p le  se t by  e x -C p l. H ealy , and  
re jo in  th e  h a p p y  fam ily .

F o llo w in g  th e  S o lta u  tra in in g  p e rio d , som e o f  th e  
m em b e rs  tra v e lle d  u p  to  sp e n d  a n ig h t  w ith  o u r  old 
f r ie n d s , th e  4 th  R .T .R .,  a t H o h n e . A  m o st en joyab le  
n ig h t  w as h a d  b y  all, even  th o u g h  C p ls . M in e tt ,  W esto n  
a n d  O v e r to n  f in ish ed  ea tin g  ice  cream .

W e  m u s t  w e lco m e  b ack  to  th e  B a tta lio n  C p l. 
(“  G e n e ra l ” ) S to p p , w h o  fo r  th e  p a s t few  m o n th s  len t 
h is  se rv ices  to  th e  R e g im e n ta l D e p o t,  a n d  C p l. M eaco ck  
w h o , w e be lieve , r e tu rn e d  to  h ave  d r iv in g  lesso n s at 
S o ltau . C p ls . S te w a rt a n d  M in e t t  h av e  d e c id e d  to  
s tay  o n  w ith  u s . C p ls . H en n essy , S tev en so n  an d  
K n a p p  are , w e  feel, t ry in g  th e i r  b e s t to  h av e  G o rd o n  
B arrack s  ren a m e d  th e  Isle  o f  M a n , th a t  is i f  o n e  is to  
ju d g e  fro m  th e  m o to r-c y c le  ty p e  n o ises  th a t  w e  h ea r.

B u t w e a re  g lad  to  re p o r t  th a t  L, C p l. H a ll has g iven  
u p  h is  b a tt le  w ith  th e  B .F .G . L ic en s in g  A u th o r itie s  
a n d  h as  s ta r te d  life again , a n d  th a t  C p ls . B ren n en , 
B arn es  a n d  C o le m a n  (A .C .C .)  a re  s till  o n  a liq u id  d ie t 
a t  lu n c h  tim e s, an d  all d o in g  w ell.

W e  see v ery  lit tle  o f C p l. (“  D u tc h  ” ) H o lla n d  th ese  
d ay s  sin ce  h e  d e v e lo p ed  all th o se  m ig h ty  m u sc le s. C p l. 
(”  C h ip p y  ” ) K irk p a tr ic k  is s till o v e rw o rk ed , as alw ays, 
b u t  w e w o n d e r  if  th e  Q .M . is aw are  o f  th is  fact!

T h e  te r ro rs  o f  “ A ”  C o m p a n y , C p ls . B ru m w ell an d  
Q u in n , seem  h a p p y  a t  th e i r  w o rk , d e sp ite  C p l. Q u in n ’s 
v ast c o n su m p tio n  o f  a ce rta in  w e ll-k n o w n  h a ir - re s to re r .  
C p l. F la n ag a n  has  e n d e d  h is  to u r  o f  d u ty  w ith  “  D  ’ 
C o m p a n y , h av in g , w e  h e a r, ex e rc ised  h is vo ice m o re  
th a n  th e  rec ru its  e n tru s te d  to  h is  care.

C p l. S h e a rin g  is h a p p y  to  re p o r t  th a t  a t lo n g  las t he  
h as  p e rfo rm e d  a reg im en ta l d u ty  o n  a n ig h t  d ev o id  o f 
social fu n c tio n s .

Y o u r  r e p o r te r  a n d  h is  sc rib e  feel th a t  th ey  m u s t  now  
b r in g  th ese  n o tes  to  an  e n d , d u e  to  th e  fact th a t  th e  
a m o u n t o f  lib e l c o n ta in e d  ab o v e  exceeds th e  a m o u n t 
h e ld  in  th e i r  c re d its , a n d  h o p in g  th a t  b y  th e  n e x t tim e  
th e s e  n o tes  a p p e a r  th e  f ro n t d o o rs  w ill b e  open .

S T O P  P R E S S .— I t h as  ju s t  co m e to  o u r  n o tice  th a t  
L /C p ls .  M itc h e ll  an d  C o u sin s , acco m p an ied  b y  C /S g t. 
G a r ra tv  (“  B lack  P a tch  ”  to  h is  f rien d s) a n d  e sco rted  by  
P tes . Ó ’B rien  a n d  M cD o w ell, w e re  p riv ileg ed  to  go  to  
P a r is  to  h e lp  a lo n g  th e  w ay som e tra v e l-m in d e d  d ru m ­
m ers . O n  a rriv a l via K o ln  (C o logne, as in p e rfu m e)  th ey  
e x p lo re d  th e  c ity , fin d in g  n o  d ifficu lty  w ith  th e  language 
d u e  to  ex -L ég io n n a ire — flags fly ing , d ru m s  bea tin g , 
b a y o n e ts  fixed— C o u sin s , w h o se  e x p e rt kn o w led g e  o f  
th e  lan g u ag e  all b u t  B a stilled  th em . U p o n  th e ir  r e tu rn  
to  H a m e ln  th ese  g lo b e - tro tte rs  h a d  an  ex tra  passen g er.

th is  tak in g  th e  fo rm  o f  a to rto ise  w h ic h  S h e r if f  G arraty  
an d  h is  p o sse  ro u n d e d  u p  in  o n e  o f  th e  b o u lev ard s  
(re d  lig h t a rea , o f  co u rse), su p p o sed ly  a so u v en ir , but 
o f  w h a t, w e  d o n ’t  kn o w . T h e  id e n ti ty  o f  th e  guilty  
p a r ty  is n o t  k n o w n , b u t  w e  w o u ld  p o in t  o u t  to  readers 
th a t  th is  to rto ise , n a m e d  B u tc h , h a d  on ly  one  eye as 
w ell! A ll h av e  n o w  reco v e red  a n d  a re  b u s ily  engaged 
in  b u ild in g  u p  th e i r  c re d its  once again .

S P O R T S  N O T E S

P r id e  o f  p lace  th is  q u a r te r  m u s t  go  to  th e  athletics 
tea m  w h o  tra in e d  e x cep tio n a lly  h a rd  a n d  w e re  unlucky 
to  b e  b e a te n  in to  seco n d  p lace  in  th e  B rig ad e  a thletics 
b y  a v e ry  s tro n g  S .W .B . tea m . W e h e ld  th e  u p p e r  hand 
in  th e  tra c k  e v e n ts  b u t  w e re  w eak  in  th e  field.

T h e  B a tta lio n  sw im m in g  te a m  re ta in e d  th e  2nd 
D iv isio n  S w im m in g  C u p  a g a in st v e ry  s p ir i te d  opposition  
b u t  th e ir  seaso n  w as a s h o r t  one , th is  b e in g  th e  only 
m e e tin g  w ith in  th e  D iv is io n  a n d  on ly  o n e  o th e r  team  
c o m p e tin g . T ra in in g  p re v e n te d  o u r  g o in g  fo rw ard  to 
th e  B .A .O .R . finals.

V ery  l it t le  c ric k e t h as  b e e n  p lay ed  sin ce  o u r  unlucky 
d e fe a t b y  4 th  R oyal T a n k s  in  th e  f irst ro u n d  o f  the 
A rm y  C u p . H o w ev er, w e h av e  an  e x ce llen t team  on 
p a p e r  an d  d u r in g  A u g u s t w e sh o u ld  b e  ab le  to  tu rn  out 
o u r  b e s t s id e  fo r  a v e ry  fu ll f ix tu re  list.

I n  th e  A lb u h e ra  S h ie ld  C o m p e ti tio n  “  B ” Com pany 
h a v e  a  1 2 -p o in t lead , a n d  w ith  on ly  h o ck ey  an d  cricket 
to  b e  p lay e d  o ff  seem  s u re  to  w in .

A ll C o m p a n y  s p o rts  s to re s  a re  in  th e  p ro cess  o f  being 
c e n tra lised  in  th e  B a tta lio n  s p o rts  s to re , w h ic h  w ill then 
b e  ab le  to  p ro v id e  s p o rts  k it, less c lo th in g  o f Com pany 
co lo u rs , fo r  a ll th e  v a rie d  s p o r t in g  a c tiv itie s  o f the 
B a tta lio n . T h is  sh o u ld  a lso  red u c e  th e  v as t a m o u n t of 
m o n ey  a t p re s e n t  s p e n t  on  s p o rts  k it.

In  th e  rea lm  o f  in d iv id u a l sp o rtin g  achievem ents 
C p l. F in n is  c o n tin u e s  to  d o  w ell in  th e  pentath lon , 
th o u g h  w e a re  so rry  n o t to  see h im  in  th e  O ly m p ics  team. 
H e  h a s  b e e n  aw ay  so m e  tim e  now , b u t  w e h o p e  to  see 
h im  b ack  in  tim e  fo r th e  ru g g e r  season . W ith in  the 
B a tta lio n , P tes. C ro o k  (“  H .Q .” ), H u b b a rd  (“ A ” ) and 
T u r n e r  (“  C  ” ) h av e  b e e n  h av in g  so m e  success in  both 
c iv ilian  a n d  serv ice  cy c lin g  ev en ts . In  a local event 
P te . C ro o k  f in ish ed  2 2 n d  o u t o f 9 0 -o d d  s ta rte rs  a 
c re d ita b le  p e rfo rm a n c e  w ith  n o  tra in in g !

C R IC K E T  N O T E S

A lth o u g h  w e  h av e  p lay ed  on ly  th re e  m atc h e s  and it is 
n o w  h a lf-w ay  th ro u g h  th e  season , w e a re  lo ok ing  forward 
to  th e  seco n d  h a lf  m ain ly  b ecau se  w e  h av e  com pleted 
m o s t o f  o u r  tra in in g  a n d  can  feel m o re  ce rta in  o f being 
ab le  to  p lay  th e  rem a in in g  eleven  m atch es.

W e  s ta r te d  o u r  season  w ith  a v isit to  1st R .H .A . at 
H ild e rsh e im . F ie ld in g  first w e soon fo u n d  o u t  o u r chief 
w eak n ess— lack o f p rac tic e . H o w ev er, a fte r  u s in g  some 
sev en  b o w lers  w e w e re  ev en tu a lly  se t 111 ru n s  to  win, 
h av in g  tak e n  n in e  o p p o n e n ts ’ w ickets.

W e b a tte d  a fte r  tea , an d  soon  H a m so n  fo r th e  oppos1’ 
t io n , w h o  h a d  sco red  a usefu l 14 n o t ou t, b egan  to  pla> 
havoc  w ith  o u r  b a tt in g . T a k in g  7 fo r  30, w e  were 
o u t fo r  56. A  d isa p p o in tin g  s ta r t  to  th e  season.

O u r  n e x t m atc h , th e  first ro u n d  o f th e  m ajo r units
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co m p etitio n , w as p lay e d  on  M a y  28 a t H a m e ln  ag a in st 
the 4 th  R o y a l T a n k s .

B a ttin g  f irst w e s ta r te d  reaso n ab ly , sco rin g  42 fo r  th e  
loss o f  tw o  w icke ts. T h e n  th re e  q u ick  w icke ts fell and  
we w ere p laced  in  th e  n o t too  h a p p y  p o s itio n  o f  60 fo r 5 
w ickets. A  s ta n d  b y  L  C p l. B u s tin  a n d  P te . V aughan  
took us to  88 b e fo re  th e  n ex t w icke t fell, a n d  a  reso lu te  
17 n o t o u t  b y  2 L t .  C o w in g  to o k  u s  to  121 fo r 9 w h en  
the 25 ov ers  w ere  f in ished . C a p t. P ike, o p e n in g  th e  
innings, w as to p  sc o re r  w ith  19.

W ith  o u r  k n o w n  b o w lin g  s tre n g th  w e  w e n t in to  th e  
field co n fid en t th a t  w ith  goo d  f ie ld in g  w e m ig h t  ach ieve  
success. I t  h a d  ra in e d  h eav ily  d u r in g  te a  a n d  th e  grass 
was s lip p e ry  a n d  th e  o u tfie ld  slow . T h is  w as b o th  an  
advantage a n d  d isad v an tag e  to  us an d , as i t  tu rn e d  
out, m o re  o f  a d isad v an tag e .

2 /L ts . L o f tin g  a n d  R a y n e r  o p e n e d  th e  b o w lin g , an d  
L ofting  espec ia lly  b o w led  w ell, c o n ced in g  on ly  8 ru n s  
in 6 overs. C a p t.  P ik e  th e n  re liev ed  2 L t.  L o f tin g , an d  
also b o w led  w ell to  tak e  3 fo r  35.

H ow ever, a firm  res is ta n c e  b y  W eek s ( th e ir  o p en in g  
bat w h o  sc o re d  54) to o k  th e i r  sco re  to  93 fo r 4. T h re e  
m ore w icke ts fell, tw o  b e in g  ru n -o u ts  f ro m  good 
fielding, b e fo re  th ey  ev en tu a lly  p assed  o u r  to ta l a t 123 
for 7, w ith  2 o v ers  to  sp a re . W e w ish  th e m  w ell in  th e  
rest o f  th e  co m p e titio n .

O u r  th ird  m a tc h  to o k  p lace  o n  J u n e  18 w h e n  five o f 
the tea m  w ere  aw ay in  E n g la n d  p lay in g  in  th e  R eg im en ta l 
C ricket W eek .

T h is  w as o u r  f irs t w in  o f  th e  season , d u e  m a in ly  to  
some fine b o w lin g  b y  L  C p ls. B u s tin  an d  Peak , w ho  has 
just r e tu rn e d  f ro m  th e  D e p o t. S e t tin g  o u r  o p p o n e n ts , 
19th F ie ld  R e g im en t, 78 fo r  v ic to ry , L  C p l. B u s tin  
took 6 fo r  27 an d  L  C p l. P eak  4  fo r  25, sev en  o f  th e  
batsm en b e in g  b o w led . T h e y  finally  m ad e  52.

L  C p l. W illiam s o p e n in g  fo r th e  B atta lio n  sco red  a 
useful 22, a n d  P te . W h y te  g o ing  in  a t N o . 5 a lso  p lay ed  
im pressively  to  b e  n o t  o u t 19 a t th e  e n d  o f  th e  in n in g s . 
Pte. V au g h an  ag a in  sco red  free ly  b e fo re  b e in g  ca u g h t 
for 17.

In  co n clu sio n  w e w o u ld  like to  c o n g ra tu la te  2 L t,

B a tta lio n  Sw im m in g  Team  which reta ined  the 
2nd D it'ision Su 'im m ing  C up

C pl. S c o tt  receiving the 2nd D ivision  Sicimrm ng  
C ham pionship C up

L o ftin g  a n d  L  C p l. B u s tin  on  rep re se n tin g  2 n d  D iv ision , 
a n d  also  C ap t. P ike, L t .  C h eesm an . 2 L ts . C ow ing , 
L o f tin g  a n d  R a y n e r on  p lay in g  in  th e  R eg im en ta l C rick e t 
W eek  h e ld  a t th e  D e p o t b e tw een  J u n e  18 a n d  23.

S pec ia l m en tio n  m u s t  b e  g iven  to  C a p t. P ik e ’s 
p o lish e d  b o w lin g  p e rfo rm a n c e s  th ro u g h o u t a n d  to  2 L t. 
L o f tin g ’s aggressive, i f  n o t p o lish ed  scores o f  151 a n d  73. 
B o th  bow lin g  an d  b a tt in g  h e lp e d  m u ch  to w ard s  v icto ry .

SW IM M IN G
A  file a p p e a re d  in  m y  ro o m  early  in  A p ril  b e a rin g  th e  

t it le  “  S w im m in g  F ile .”  O u t  o f  id le  c u rio s ity  I flipped  
th ro u g h  th e  pages, a n d  th e n  p u t  it aw ay. I re tu rn e d  to  
th is  file late  in  M ay , d u s te d  it, an d  ag a in  flip p ed  th ro u g h  
th e  pages, o n ly  th is  t im e  w ith  a s lig h t a ir  o f  d esp era tio n , 
as I  w as t ry in g  to  f ind  o u t  h o w  last y e a r ’s sw im m in g  
c o m p e titio n  h ad  b e e n  ru n . A fte r  v a rio u s  a ll-ch an g e  
p e rio d s, w h ic h  th e  a th le tic s  officer w ill k now  ab o u t, th e  
d ay  fina lly  c h o sen  w as J u n e  10 a n d  th e  v e n u e  was 
S en n e lag e r.

O n  a c lo u d y  day  th in g s  finally  g o t to  a s ta r t,  a n d  th e  
c o m p e tito rs  raced  th ro u g h  v a rio u s  relays. A p a r t fro m  
th e  u su a l large  c ro w d  o f  ”  B ” C o m p a n y  sp ec ta to rs , th e  
s ta n d a rd  o f  sw im m in g  was g enera lly  h ig h , an d  ce rta in ly  
n o b o d y  d ro w n ed .

C p ls . O ’R aw e a n d  S c o tt, P te . S co tt. B dsm . E ld red , 
C fn . M c C a n n  an d  L  C p l. C o sg rav e  sh o w ed  u p  well, 
a n d  looked p ro m is in g  fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  team .

”  B ”  C o m p an y  ev en tu a lly  w on  th e  co m p e titio n  w ith  
53 p o in ts , an d  C p l. O 'R aw e  w o n  th e  in d iv id u a l d iv in g  
c o m p e titio n . M rs . B atty e  k in d ly  p rese n ted  th e  prizes.

F iv e  days b e fo re  th e  2 D iv isio n  sw im m in g  c h a m p io n ­
s h ip s  to o k  place, I. g rea tly  assis ted  b y  S g t. E dey , got 
to g e th e r  e n o u g h  goo d  sw im m ers  fo r  one  B atta lion  team . 
S g t. E d ey  p ick ed  th e  final team , an d  w e all m o to re d  off 
to  O sn a b ru c k  to  c o m p e te  ag a in st 4 0 th  F ie ld  R eg im en t 
R .A ., th e  on ly  o th e r  e n tra n t.  A fte r  som e early  success 
in  th e  b re a s t  s tro k e  e v en t, w e ta iled  b e h in d , a n d  d e p re s ­
s io n  to o k  a  h o ld  w h e n  w e w o rk ed  o u t w e c o u ld  n o t w in  
u n less  th e  o th e r  tea m  w ere d isq u a lif ied  in  th e  final e v en t.
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i s t  B A T T A L IO N  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  (D .C .O .)  A T H L E T IC  T E A M , i9 6 0
L iC p l. M cK en z ie  (“  S  " ) ,  Pte. O 'B ria n  (“  Bdsm . Coleman  (“  Pte. W ard (“ H Q " ) ,  *\L t.

L t . W aite, Pte. L lo y d  (“  H .Q .” ), Pte. O 'R iorden  
P te. P a rker  ( “  A  ” ), Pte. K n ig h t  (“  B  ” ), Sgt. Young (“  A  ” ), S*». Scott (“  B  ” ), 2 /L i. Goring, Pte. C larke  (“  
L t. Ju lia n , L jC p l.  Jo lif fe  (“  B  ” ), P ie . P ice (“  D  ” ), Pte. Jo hn s  (“  S  ” ), L /C p l. F lanagan  (“  S  ” ), L IC p l. T aylor  (‘ 

ß g i. M iles  (“  .S ” ), L /C p l. Stephenson (“  ß  ” )
Pte. C handler ( “  B  L/C/)/. Lynch  (“  d  ” ), Cp/. Sheffield  (“  B  " ) , C apt. M cM anus, Commanding Officer, 

W right, C pl. M eehan  (“  d  ” ), LI C p l. Puckey  (“  H .Q .") , C pl. P o lla rd  (“  B  ” )
Pte. Tucker (“  D  " ) ,  Pte. Vaughan (“  C  ” ), Pte. ffa rro n  (“  H .0 .” ), Pte. O ’iCee/e (“  ” ), Bdsm. Louis (“

P te. Renton  (“  ß  ” )

E verard,

ß ” )

C .S .M .

H .Q .” ),

the m edley relay. T h e y  w ere, and w e retained the 2 
D ivision  sw im m ing cup. A ll sw im m ers im m ediately 
congratulated them selves on this achievem ent, and 
certainly Pte. Scott, C p l. Scott and the breast stroke 
team  excelled them selves. Sgt. E d ey  w as duly throw n 
in, and I w as only spared this ducking because I had 
everybod y ’s w atches and w allets. A  gam e o f w ater polo, 
or som ething fa irly  near it, then took place for 10  
m inutes each w ay, w hich w as good value for a laugh. 
O nly tw o team s com peted, and so, because w e joined 
forces w ith  40th Fie ld  Regim ent R .A ., Pte. Johnson, 
C p l. O ’Raw e and Pte. M cC an n  w ere given runners-up 
m edals.

Sw im m in g has gone to no h igher level this year, as 
So ltau  train ing interrupted, but the team can claim  to 
be unbeaten.

A T H L E T IC S  
I n te r - C o m p a n y  M e e t i n g

T h e  season opened w ith  the inter-C om pany cham ­
pionships in the A lbuhera Shield Com petition. D ue to 
certain disagreem ents as to w ho should be using the 
track and som e very heavy rain, the m eeting stretched 
from  M ay  14  to 22 , surely a record. H ow ever, w hen the 
points w ere added up “  B  ”  C om pany, who had taken 
the precaution o f starting train ing in M arch , emerged 
as the w inners w ith  9 1 points, closely followed by

“  H .Q .”  2 w ith  87. O ther results w ere : “  S  ”  Company, 
74, 3 rd ; “ A ”  C om pany, 7 1 ,  4 th ; “  C  ”  Com pany, 70, 
5th ; “  H .Q .”  1 ,  64, 6th. T h is  year, the events were 
largely m odelled on the A rm y inter-unit championships. 
T h is  m eant having relays in m ost track events and a 
more interesting m eeting.

2 D iv i s io n  I n d iv i d u a l  C h a m p io n s h ip s
A  large contingent from  the Battalion w ere entered in 

this m eeting and some good results w ere achieved: 
H op, step and ju m p , C pl. Scott, 38 ft. 1 0 J  in., 3rd; 
discus, L t . Cheesem an, 1 1 5  ft. 5 in., 1s t ; 110-m etres 
hurdles, C p l. Sheffield , 20.6 sec., 1s t ;  Pte. Holton, 
20.8 sec., 2n d ; 800 m etres, 2 /L t. Everard , 2 min. 3.2 
sec., 1 s t ;  w eight, L t . Cheesem an, 42 ft. 3^ in., 1st; 
2/L t. G orin g, 37 ft. 9 in., 3 rd ; 400 m etres, Pte. Ward, 
xst; L t . W aite, 2nd.

B .A .O .R . I n d iv i d u a l  C h a m p io n s h ip s
A lthough only 2 /L t. Everard  (800 metres) and 

G o rin g  (shot) reached the finals, com ing 4th and 6th 
respectively, valuable experience w as gained. T h e  value 
o f good com petition w as dem onstrated amongst others 
by  C p l. Scott who im proved his trip le ju m p  from  36 ft- 
in the inter-C om pany m eeting to over 38 ft. in the 
D ivisional m eeting to over 40 ft. in the B.A.O.R- 
m eeting.
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R .A .F. S c h a r f o l d e n d o r f
In this interesting m eeting the R .A .F . produced a 

good team to w in  by  four points. T h e  afternoon was 
remarkable for fine sprinting by  Chetley o f the R .A .F . 
side, and a cleverly  run race in the 5,000 m etres by  Pte. 
Johns, w ho was able to leave his opposition standing in a 
strong finish.

V .F.L . H a m e l n
T h is w as an evening m atch against the local civilian 

athletic club. U nfortunately the Battalion side was out­
classed in m any events and beaten in all. H ow ever, 
everyone benefited from  this further experience o f high- 
class com petition. T h e  occasion w as enhanced by the 
participation o f 1st A rgylls, w ho entered team s and 
individuals in some o f the track events.

11 B r ig a d e  I n te r - U n i t  T e a m  C h a m p io n s h ip s
Th e final scores o f this m eeting, in w hich the 1st 

Battalion T h e  South  W ales B orderers cam e first w’ith 69 
points, follow'ed by  ourselves (59 points), and the 4th 
Royal T an k  Regim ent (49 points), gives some indication 
of the keen com petition. In  general, our field events are 
weak, but w ith w inter training and coaching could be 
good. U n fortunately for us, in the South  W ales 
Borderers w e found a w ell-balanced team . From  our 
point o f view  the highlights o f the m eeting w ere the 
4 x 200 m etres, 800 m etres and 400 m etres relays. In  
the 200 m etres Sgt. M iles  got aw ay to a good start, the 
baton passing to L /C p l. M cK en zie  and L t . Ju lian . T h e  
last runner, C apt. M cM an u s, took over ly in g  second to 
4 R .T .R . but m anaged to catch up and w in in an exciting 
finish. In  the 800 m etres, Pte. H arron started but tried 
to set too fast a pace, and handed over about 75 yards 
behind the field. Pte. W ard and O ’ Riorden both ran 
very strongly to give only a few  yards handicap to 
2/Lt. E verard  w ho ran a fine race to clinch a convincing 
win.

T h e 4 x  400 m etres relay (Pte. V aughan, 2/Lt. 
Everard, L t . W aite and Pte. W ard) w as less tense, but 
impressive as a piece o f strong, confident running to 
gain a w ell-deserved first place.

W H A T ’S I N  A  N IC K N A M E

Perhaps one o f the m ost lasting traditions o f the 
Army has been its unchanging spirit o f fraternity. It 
is a known fact that once soldiers have served together 
there forever exists a spirit o f com radeship amongst 
them. W hat keeps to preserve this com radeship is the 
fact that practically all soldiers o f the British  A rm y 
know one another by  a nickname, a nicknam e that 
sticks to each man throughout his Service days, and 
indeed perhaps to the end o f his life.

A  loving m other may decide to have her son baptised 
Horace C uthbert A ugustus M iller, but should he join 
the Arm y, it is inevitable that he w ill only be accepted 
as “  D u sty .”  T h e  young recruit m ay feel justifiab ly 
Proud o f being called G raham  L loyd  C live Clarke, but 
the rem ainder o f his squad w ill only know him  as 
"  Nobby ” ; the A rm y C ouncil m ay legally include the 
name o f G eneral S ir  Fe lix  S t. C rutch ly  G ro in  de Sales 
Murphy, but all ranks w ill privately acknowledge him 
as General “  S p ud  ” — sim ply that and nothing more.

Officers o f equal or near equal rank usually address 
each other by  their Christian  names. T o m m y A tkins 
rarely lives now. T h e  private soldier clings loyally  to 
the fraternal and spurns the conventional. H e w ill 
invariably address his neighbour b y  his nickname, or if 
a nicknam e has not yet been established, w ill quickly 
convert the surnam e into a nickname by flavouring it 
w ith  a vesture o f intim acy. F o r instance, if  T o m m y 
notes that Brow n, Jon es, Robinson or H arp er is not 
conspicuously tall enough to be dubbed L o fty , d im inu­
tive enough to be styled Shorty, red-haired enough to 
be called G in ger, slim  enough to be called Snakey, 
dark skinned enough to be called Blackie, he would 
ju st hail them enthusiastically as Brow ny, Joney, 
R obbie and H arpie. In  like circum stances names like 
Thom pson , Johnson, Law rence, Ferguson, C lem ents 
and W est are m ore intim ately interjected as Tom o, 
Johno, L aw rie , Fergy , C lem o and W esto ; again names 
like Connor, N ichols, D avies, D onovan and C ooper are 
generally abbreviated to C onn, N ick, D ave, D un and 
C oops— unless, o f course, nationality asserts its stronger 
claim s in w hich case M ick  Connor, T a f f  N ichols, Jim  
D onovan and Scow se D avies w ill p robably be hailed 
sim ply as M ick , T a ff, J im  and Scow se.

A  large num ber o f  nicknames are o f the double- 
barrelled type, such as “  N o b b y  ”  Clarke, “  W iggie ”  
Bennett, “  Sh iver ”  W right, etc., but, in the main, 
nicknam es are derived from  public figures— norm ally 
brazenly irrespective o f gender. M urp h y does not 
m ind the “  S p u d ,”  or Brooks the “  R a jah ,”  or B um s 
the honourable appellation o f “  R o bb ie,”  but it is 
certain that when they first jo in  the A rm y M essrs. 
Matthew's, L ew is , A ttlee and Steele must find it not a 
little em barrassing on soon being hailed as Stanley, 
Jo e , C lem  and T o m m y ; again, the most hairy he-man 
in the Regim ent w hose name happens to be D ors 
must prepare h im self to be considered as nothing more 
m asculine than “  D ian a.”

In  his carefree partiality to nicknam es the soldier 
does not bother to discrim inate between celebrities and 
notorieties. B illy  Fisher, a determ ined agnostic, w ill 
cheerfu lly answ er to “  B ishop ”  w ithout a tw inge o f 
conscience, w'hile Jim m y  M oss— proud o f his accident- 
free and safe drivin g in the M .T .— m ust be stoically 
prepared to accept “  S tirlin g  ”  w ithout so m uch as a 
blush. Conversely, an ardent Salvationist called T o d d , 
be he ever so saintly, m ust m eekly accept the shady 
correlative o f “  Sw een ey.”

Sold iers, how ever, w'hose surnam es bear no affinity 
w ith  the G reat Ones and whose appearance or physical 
peculiarities cannot easily be sym bolised, do not go 
free. Fa ilin g  all else they are hailed by  a friendly and 
fam iliar variation o f their C hristian names. Joh n  
invariably becom es “  Jo h n n ie,”  and M ontgom ery 
“  M onty'.”  A gain, they m ay fall into a class for w'hich 
a fashionable patronym ic is alw'ays found. Surnam es 
of the baptism al type are usually duplicative. Phillips 
is always “  P h il,”  Sam uels is alw ays “  S am m y,”  and 
A ndrew s is alw ays “  A n d y .”  In  the third person this 
class is repetitional as. for instance, “  T o m m y ”  Thom as, 
“  B illy  ”  W illiam s, “  Robbie ”  Roberts. “  Jack ie  ”  
Joh n s and “  Jim m y ”  Jam es. A gain, there is the 
onom atopoeic and collateral types o f nicknames which
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a re  le isu re ly  a d o p te d  w ith o u t  re sp e c t e ith e r  fo r  m o d es ty  
o r  e p h o m y . T h u s  w e h av e  “  B ogey ”  K n ig h t ,  “  W in d y  ” 
G a le , “  B oozey  ”  B eer, “  D o n k ey  ”  B ray , “  J im  ”  
G o w e , “ D ic k ie ”  B ird , “ C h im p y ”  M o n k , “  B agsey  ” 
B ak er, “ C o n g e r ”  E ale, “ J a c k ”  F ro s t, “ T r a d e r ” 
H o rn e , “ D in g -d o n g  ”  B ell, a n d  so  on .

T h e  u p - to -d a te  s p o rts  re a d e r  d o es  n o t  n e e d  to  know  
w h y  e v e ry  M a tth e w s  is a “  S ta n le y  ”  n o r  e v e n  M a y  a 
“  P e te r .”  T h e r e  a re , h o w ev er, a few  s te re o ty p e d  
n ick n a m e s, th e  e ty m o lo g y  o f  w h ic h  m ay  b e  in te re s tin g  
to  tra c e :

“  B ogie ”  K n ig h t  is d e riv e d  f ro m  a  p a n to m im ic  
c h a ra c te r ;  B ogie  (B o g iem an ) b e in g  a sso c ia ted  w ith  th e  
n ig h t.

“ D u sU - ”  M ille r  has  tw o  s ig n ifica tio n s : (a )  T h e  
t ra d e  o f  a m ille r  b e in g  a sso c ia ted  w ith  f lo u r d u s t;
(b) w h e n  so ft b re a d  m ad e  its  d e b u t  m an y , m an y  years 
ago , th e  f irs t c o n tra c to r  to  s u p p ly  it  w as th e  firm  o f  
A n d re w  M ille r . T h e  d u s t  ca u se d  b y  th e  b re a d  b e in g  
s to w e d  in  th e  b a rra c k  ro o m s g av e  r ise  to  “  D u s ty .”

“  N o b b y  ”  C la rk e , th e  m o s t im m u ta b le  o f  a ll A rm y  
n ick n am es. C la rk e  w as co n fu se d  w i th  “  c le rk  ”  a n d  
th e  c le rk s  o f  th e  early  p a r t  o f  th e  las t c e n tu ry  w ere  
in d ig e n t, sh a b b y  g en tee l lad s  w h o  d id  m u c h  w o rk  a n d  
w e re  ex p e c te d  to  k eep  u p  a h ig h  s ta n d a rd  o f  a p p e ara n c e  
o n  a  h ig h  s ta rv a tio n  w age. T h e y  tr ie d , h o w ev er, to  
ra ise  th e i r  social p re s tig e  in  th o se  d ay s  b y  p u t t in g  on  
a irs  a n d  g races, an d  w h e n  su ccessfu l in  th e  illu sio n  
w e re  reg a rd e d  as “  n o b s  ”  (i.e . to ffs) a n d  re fe rre d  to  as 
“  n o b b y  c le rk s .”

“  B u ck  ”  R y a n  o r ig in a te d  in  m u c h  th e  sam e  w ay. 
T h e  s m a rt  ta ilo rs  w ere  p a tro n ise d  b y  “  b u c k s  ”  w h o se  
social u p k e e p  w as a d isp lay  o f  f inery  in  a p p a re l ra th e r  
like  B eau  B ru m m e l.

“  S p u d  ”  M u rp h y  is, o f  c o u rse , e ssen tia lly  I r ish . 
T h e  p o ta to  w as a s ta p le  food  o f  th e  I r ish  p o o r  d u r in g  
p a s t y e a rs  o f  w a n t a n d  d istress , a n d  so  d e v o te d  w ere  
th e y  to  th e  “  sp u d  ”  th a t  it g rew  to  b e  a p p e lla tiv e  o f 
m an y  I r is h  n a m e s— M u rp h y , M alo n ey . M u ld o w n e y , 
H a n n ig a n . C a llag h an  a n d  B ran n ig an . O f  th ese  nam es 
M u rp h y  is th e  c o m m o n es t, a n d  so  “  s p u d  ”  b ecam e  
a sso c ia ted  m o re  w i th  M u rp h y  th a n  any  o th e r  nam e. 
In d e e d , p o ta to es  a re  still ca lled  “  M u rp h ie s  ”  to  th is  day .

“  C h a lk y  ”  W h ite  a p p e a rs  to  b e  o f  C h in e se  o rig in  on  
th e  g ro u n d s  th a t  a C h in e se  w a sh e rm a n  so lic itin g  
p a tro n a g e  fo r h is  lau n d ry  serv ice  in  a  m ilitary  cam p, 
w as fam e d  fo r h is  fra n k  avow al th a t  h e  c o u ld  “  cha lk ie  
’em  w h i te ."  i.e. w ash  th e  c lo th e s  w h ite . W h ite  is also 
so m e tim e s  in fe rre d  to  as “  K n o c k e r  ”  a n d  w h o se  
o r ig in a tio n  ap p e a rs  to  h av e  a naval flavour o n  th e  fact 
th a t  a b o x in g  Ja ck  T a r  is ca lled  a “  K n o c k e r ."

“  P o n y  ”  M o re  (o r  M o o re ) w as a fam o u s  rac in g  
ce le b rity  w h o  h a d  a g rea t h a b it  o f  say in g , "  I ’ll b e t  yo u  
a p o n y !  ”  A  p o n y  in  th e  o ld  d ay s  w as a s lan g  e x p re s ­
sio n  fo r  £ 2 5 , so d u b b e d  b ecau se  th e  su m  w as th u s  
u su a lly  assessed  as b e in g  th e  p rice  o f  a pony .

“  S p ik e  ”  S u lliv a n  is re p u te d  to  h av e  b e e n  a g ig an tic  
I r is h m a n  w h o  lived  in  th e  last c e n tu ry  a n d  h ad  n o  equal 
in  th e  a r t  o f  h a n d lin g  a m arlin e -sp ik e .

“  P in c h e r  ”  M a rtin  becam e  well k n o w n  b e tw e en  th e  
fo rtie s  a n d  fifties o f  th e  last c e n tu ry . A  c e rta in  C ap t. 
M a r t in  b ecam e  ren o w n e d  fo r  h is  rem a rk a b le  fo ren sic  
sk ill in  p ro se c u tin g  a t a c o u rt-m a r tia l  a n d  w as p ro m p tly

d u b b e d  th e  “  P in c h e r  ”  b o th  b y  officers a n d  m en .
“  W ig g ie  ”  B e n n e tt’s  o rig in  is sa id  to  b e  a n ecd o ta l. It 

is b e liev ed  to  re fe r  to  th e  ex p lo its  o f  a d ev il-m ay -care  
n a m e d  B e n n e tt  w h ic h  a lw ays re su lte d  in  h is  being  
h a u le d  u p  b e fo re  h is  su p e rio rs  fo r  a  “  w ig g in g .”  T h e  
n a m e  w as th u s  h a n d e d  d o w n  to  all B en n e tts .

N ick n am es  a re  rea lly  a  lan g u ag e  o f  th e i r  ow n . I t  is a 
ja rg o n  as m y stica l as  th e  lan g u ag e  o f  F lo w ers, and  as 
fa sc in a tin g  as th e  lan g u ag e  o f  S ta m p s . B u t it is a closed 
b o o k  to  th e  m o st e ru d ite  c iv ilian  a n d  o ften  to  th e  soldier 
h im se lf . B u t it is t r u e  to  say  th a t  n o t o n e  o u t  o f a 
h u n d re d  so ld ie rs  re fe r  o r  h a il each  o th e r  b y  th e i r  form al 
b a p tism a l n am es . N o  o n e  is ev e r M ille r , W h ite  or 
M u rp h y — u n less  h e  is ex tre m e ly  u n p o p u la r  o f  course!

SO LT A U  L A M E N T
L o ! A n o th e r  h o p e  o f  su m m e r  d ay
H a s  go n e , w ith  ray s  o f  s u n sh in e  th ru s t  aw ay ;

A n d  c lo u d  is s c u rry in g  o ’e r  011 h ig h  
W ith  ra in  th a t  d a m p s  a n d  ch ills  th e  sky .
O h ! H a s te n  s u n — b r in g  w a rm th — b r in g  re le a se : 
T a r r y  n o t  f ro m  yo n  w in d y  sk ies a n d  cease 
T h is  c lo g g in g  s lu s h  o f  h e a th  a n d  sa n d —
P lease  d ry  th is  w e t a n d  m u d d y  lan d .

J .I .D .P .

B A N D M A ST E R  FR E D E R IC K  A R T H U R  JAC KSO N  
A n A ppreciation

O n  J u ly  26, a n d  a f te r  10 y e a rs ’ se rv ice  writh us. p rob- 
ab lv  th e  b e s t-k n o w n  a n d  ce rta in ly  o n e  o f  th e  m ost 
re sp e c te d  m em b e rs  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  le ft o n  th e  first stage 
o f  h is  re t ire m e n t— B a n d m a ste r  F re d e r ic k  A rth u r 
Ja ck so n .

I t  is t ru e  to  say  th a t  h is  w h o le  life has  b e e n  sp e n t in 
th e  A rm y . H is  fa th e r. L t .-C o l.  J . R- Ja ck so n , w as serv-

Btm dm asttrr F . .4 . Jackson

1~Jle 22 ,
ing w ith  the Indian E ngineers at M an d alay  w hen he was 
bom  on Febru ary  24, 19 2 1 ,  and it was w hilst his father 
was still serv in g that M r. Jackson jo in ed  the Band o f the 
43rd (O xfordshire and Buckingham shire L igh t In ­
fantry) as a boy in 19 35 .

T h re e  years later he w ent to K n e lle r  H all as a pupil 
and rejoined his Band on its return from  D unkirk. It  
was this B an d, w ith  w hich he was still serving, that was 
the first to return to liberated Europe, a few  weeks after 
D D ay.

M eanw hile, M r. Jackson  had m arried G race  W aring, 
“  a lassie from  L ancash ire  ”  on Jan u ary  15 , 1944, and 
then, ju st  after the w ar was over, he returned to K n eller 
Hall as a student bandm aster.

In  A p ril 19 50  he graduated and w as appointed our 
Bandm aster, and from  that m om ent his life has been that 
o f the Battalion— service in H on g  K on g, Jap an , on 
public duties in London, A ustria . C ypru s, and finally 
G erm any.

D uring these years the Ban d has had its “  ups ”  and 
“  downs ”  but the “  ups ”  have predom inated due to 
M r. Jack so n 's  u nfailing skill and enthusiasm , and his 
uncanny knack o f  m aking all ends meet. W herever the 
Battalion has been, the Ban d, and especially its B an d­
master, has w on golden opinions.

W h a t has been the secret o f this success? A  per­
sonality suave and unruffled— a determ ination that 
perfection only is good enough— a deep and thorough 
understanding o f a ll the instrum ents— a w ide knowledge 
o f m usic and an unfailing skill in the choice o f  m usic 
suitable to his audience— above all, a charm  o f m anner 
and an a ir o f  certified quiet efficiency.

T h ere  have been num erous highlights in these 10 
years. T h e re  are still m any, in and out o f  the Regim ent, 
who speak o f the concerts in H ong K on g . N o doubt 
M r. Jackson  h im self recalls w ith  pride the presentation

o f  C o lo u rs  by  F ie ld  M a rsh a l L o rd  H a rd in g  a t  Z e ltw eg  
a n d  th e  g re a t  in te rn a tio n a l  p a rad es  in  V ien n a . T h e n  
th e re  w e re  th o se  v e ry  su ccessfu l b ro ad c a s ts  o n  F .B .S . 
in  C y p ru s  b u t .  in  fac t, i t  w as in  m u sic -lo v in g  G e rm a n y  
th a t  M r. J a ck so n  a ch iev ed  h is  g rea te s t tr iu m p h s .

U n d e r  h is  b a to n  th e  B an d  becam e  th e  b est a m b a ssa d o r  
th a t  th e  B ritish  A rm y  h as  h a d  in  L o w e r  S ax o n y , a n d  in 
H a m e ln  h a s  h e lp e d  to  tu rn  w h a t  w as a h o s tile  P ress  
in to  a  f r ie n d ly  a n d  h e lp fu l o n e . T h e  B an d  has p layed  
f re q u e n tly  in  H a m e ln , H a n n o v e r  a n d  th e  n u m e ro u s  
spas in  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d  a n d  h ave  n ow  a  c o n s id e rab le  
fo llow ing . T h e  G e rm a n s  a p p re c ia te  p a rtic u la rly  th e  
accu racy  o f  h is  p lay in g , h is  sk ill in  th e  ch o ice  o f  p ro ­
g ram m es , an d  h is  q u ie t  d ec is iv e  c o n tro l o f  h is b a n d . I t  
w as p a rt ic u la rly  a p p ro p r ia te  th a t  h is  final a p p e ara n c e  
sh o u ld  h ave  b een  a t  B ad  P y rm o n t, w h e re  a  larg e  au d ien ce  
gave th e  B an d  a  m o s t e n th u s ia s tic  w elcom e.

B u t m u sic  w as n o t  h is  o n ly  love. H is  in te re s t co v e red  
ev e ry  a c tiv ity , b u t  espec ia lly  it  w as hockey, w h e re  h e  
p lay e d  a  n o tab le  p a r t  in  ra is in g  a n d  m a in ta in in g  th e  h ig h  
s ta n d a rd  o f  o u r  team s, b e in g  o u r  au to m a tic  cho ice  in  th e  
fo rw a rd  lin e  to  th e  v e ry  e n d . T h is  in te re s t  in  hockey  
(an d , in d ee d , in  e v e ry  sp o rt)  h e  in cu lc a te d  in to  h is  
b a n d sm e n , a n d  th is  is o n e  o f  th e  reasons fo r  th e i r  
fine  sp ir i t .

In  a ll h is  w o rk  h e  w as sp le n d id ly  b ac k ed  u p  b y  M rs . 
J a ck so n , w ho  w as u n fa ilin g  in  h e r  ca re  fo r  o th e r  w ives, 
a n d  fo r  th e  y o u n g e r  m em b e rs  o f  th e  B an d . I f  th e re  was 
e v e r  a n  in c o n v e n ie n t jo b  to  b e  d o n e , o n e  c o u ld  a lw ays 
c o u n t o n  M rs . Ja ck so n  to  d o  i t  w ell.

A  sm all a t te m p t  w as m a d e  b e fo re  th e y  le ft to  ex p ress  
th e  a p p re c ia tio n  o f  a ll ran k s  a n d  all fam ilies fo r  w h a t M r. 
a n d  M rs . J a ck so n  h a d  d o n e  a n d  h ad  m ea n t to  th e m  all. 
W h a t w as d o n e  w as a  m ere  to k en  o f  a n  a p p re c ia tio n  th a t  
lies d e e p  in  ev e ry  h e a rt .  T o  th e m  b o th . “  G o d  sp eed  "  
in  th e i r  tra v e ls  a n d  life  a t  h o m e.

D e p o t  N o t e s
ED ITO RIA L

For the past six  m onths, surveyors and architects, 
followed by  sm all knots o f officers, including repre­
sentatives o f the W .R .A .C ., have been a feature o f 
Depot life. A t  last it seem s that their deliberations 
have borne fru it and the E d itor gives the news o f the 
closure o f  our D epot and the future o f  Inglis Barracks 
in his Editorial.

In such tim es o f  change it is not alw ays easy to carry 
°n  as though nothing w ere happening and all our 
activities are tinged w ith  the regret that this is the last 
occasion— the last A lbuhera D ay. the last C ricket W eek, 
the last “  A t H om e.”  and even the last A dm inistrative 
Inspection. It is. how ever, business as usual until the 
^nd o f the year, and as far as possible it is our intention 
to see that these last occasions are indeed memorable 
ones.

Albuhera D ay  was a great success, w ith  seven-a-side 
competitions in the m orning and an all-ranks' dance in 
die evening. M an y past m em bers o f the Regim ent

turned up to the dance and both they and present 
m em bers thoroughly enjoyed them selves.

C apt. W ollocom be organised a very  successfu l cricket 
w eek before departing fo r A den , w here he w ill be able 
to practice his leg breaks all the year round, and C apt. 
G ilh am , who has taken over the D epot X I  along with 
T rain in g  C om pany, has led them undefeated so far 
through the season. In  the w inter he hopes to enter 
ou r soccer team in the A rm y C up  Com petition.

L t . Pitm an has jo in ed  us from  the 1s t  Battalion and 
w ill be the last R egu lar subaltern to have the good 
fortune to do a tour on the training sta ff o f  the D epot

O ur sym pathy is extended to R .S .M . Bartle  over the 
sudden death o f his w ife  in the early  hours o f  W hit 
Su n day m orning.

T R A IN IN G  C O M P A N Y

T h e  approach o f  the end o f  N ational S ervice  has 
resulted so far in  a speeding up o f  the tem po in T rain in g  
C om pany, w ith  two enorm ous intakes (62nd and 63rd)
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c o m p ris in g  n ea rly  200 re c ru its  u n d e r  tra in in g  a t th e  
sam e tim e . S in c e  o n e  o f  th e  in ta k e s  c o n s is ted  m a in ly  
o f  R oyal S u ssex  p e rso n n e l a h e a lth y  r iv a lry  d ev e lo p ed , 
c u lm in a tin g  in  an  ex cellen t b o x in g  m a tc h  w ell o rg an ised  
b y  S .S .I .  B risto w . A f te r  a v e ry  e n te r ta in in g  ev en in g  
th e  R oyal S u ssex  c o n tin g e n t  j u s t  sc ra p e d  h o m e  b y  th e  
c lo sest o f  m arg in s .

R esu lts
In take  6 2

( 1 )  P t e .  S e a c r o f t
(2 ) P te . L y n c h
(3 )  P te . B o y  d e n
(4 ) P te . F o s t e r

In take  6 3  
lo st  to  P te . U s h e r
b e a t  P te . W a ls h
b e a t  P te . K in g
b e a t  P t e .  L e o n a r d

(5 ) P te . H a r d m a n  b e a t  P te . B e n n e tt
(6 ) P te . L a k e  lo st  to  P te . M a s e lin
(7 ) P te . B o n n e r  lo s t  to  P te . C h r is t ia n
(8 ) P te . M c A l l i s t e r  b e a t  P te . T u r n e r
(9) P te . C h a n c e  lo st  to  P te . C a te r

( 1 0 )  P te . R o s s  lo s t  to  P te . S a n d e r s
( 1 1 )  P te . A l l e n  lo s t  to  P te . G r u n d y
( 1 2 )  P te . R e b o le s  b e a t  P te . S c h ie r h o u t
( 1 3 )  P t e .  G ib s o n  lo s t  to  P t e .  C o le
( 1 4 )  P t e .  C la r k e  lo s t  to  P t e .  Jo n e s
( 1 5 )  P t e .  H u d s o n  b e a t  P t e .  B e a n e y

A  ra th e r  u n u su a l s ig h t w as an  in ta k e  c o n s is tin g  m o st 
o f  R e g u la r  so ld ie rs  w h ic h  fo llow ed  In ta k e  6 3 ; 28 out 
o f  32 p assed  o u t as R e g u la r  so ld ie rs , th e  rem a in d e r  
b e in g  N a tio n a l S e rv ic e m e n  left o v e r f ro m  th e  p rec e d in g  
in tak es . T h e  M a y o r  o f  H e n d o n , A ld e rm a n  J . H ills , 
to o k  th e  sa lu te  a t th e  P a ss in g -O u t P a rad e  a n d  p re se n te d  
p r iz e s  to  th e  fo llo w in g  .—

B est R ifle S h o t:  P te . H ack e tt.
B est L .M .G .  S h o t :  P te . H ack e tt.
H ig h e s t P h y sica l E ffic iency : P te . G o o d a ll.
T ra in in g  c o m m itm e n ts  a llo w ed  u s  on ly  to  se n d  a 

sm all tea m  to  th e  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t  R ifle M e e tin g . T h e  
re su lts , h o w ev er, w e re  m o s t en co u rag in g .

In  th e  R ifle C o m p e ti tio n  C p l. W illis  w as p laced  5 th  
in  C lass  “  B ,’ w h ils t  o u r  th re e  rec ru its  in  th e  tea m  all 
w o n  p r iz e s  in  C lass “ D ” : P te . B low ers, 6 th ;  P te . 
D o w se tt, 2 6 th ;  P te . T ru d g il l ,  2 8 th . S g ts. R affael an d  
K e r r  a lso  w o n  p rizes  in  C lass “  A  ”  o f th e  co m p e titio n .

C /S g t.  M o rg a n  h a s  eased  h im se lf  in to  c iv ilian  life an d  
now  h as  a h o u se  in  P e te rb o ro u g h , a n d  w e w elcom e in 
h is  p lac e  C /S g t .  M a rt in .

C .S .M . B u rg ess  h a s  r e tu rn e d  a fte r  h is  lo n g  spe ll in 
h o sp ita l, a n d  S g ts . H o rd e r  a n d  K e r r  h av e  jo in e d  S g t. 
B lackw ell in  tra in in g .

T ra in in g  n o w  has a d d e d  h a z ard s . K e e p in g  tra c k  o f 
re c ru its ,  a lw ays a d ifficu lt b u s in ess , is no w  even  m o re  
so, s in ce  th e  in v asio n  o f  su rv ey o rs , a rc h ite c ts , b u ild e rs  
a n d  b u ild e r s ’ m a te s  w ith  a v iew  to  re b u ild in g  th e  
B arrack s  o n  o u r  d isb a n d m e n t.  E v en  o u r  fo o tb a ll p itc h  
is so o n  to  b e  r id d le d  w ith  b o reh o les .

C R IC K E T
T h e  D e p o t h as  h a d  an  ex cellen t c rick e t season  so  far 

w ith  10 w in s  in  10 gam es. W e  h ad  a tre m en d o u s  
s ta r t  to  th e  seaso n  w ith  a w in  o ver D e p o t R oyal F u silie rs  
b y  n ea rly  200 ru n s , a n d  fro m  th a t  w e h a v e n ’t  looked  
back .

T h e  h ig h lig h t w as a w in  o v e r  a L a n c a sh ire  to u rin g  
s id e  c o m p o se d  o f  p lay e rs  f ro m  B o lto n  a n d  S o u th p o rt  
c lu b s . T h e i r  s id e  in c lu d e d  th re e  L a n c a sh ire  L e ag u e  
p lay e rs , b u t  m erc ifu lly  th ey  w ere  a few  sh o rt  as w ell 
an d  w e re  m a d e  u p  to  s tre n g th  b y  rec ru its .

W e h av e  h ig h  h o p es  o f  fu r th e r  success in  th e  L o n d o n  
D is tr ic t  C u p , h av in g  rea c h e d  th e  sem i-fin al so far, an d

a t one  tim e  w e h a d  e ig h t p lay e rs  r e p re s e n tin g  L o n d o n  
D is tr ic t  in  a m a tc h  ag a in s t th e  "  M ille rs  a t M ill H ill 
S choo l. T h e  fo llo w in g  h a v e  r e p re s e n te d  L o n d o n  
D is tr ic t :  C a p t. C ru m le y , C a p t. G ilh am , S g t. H o rd e r, 
L  C p ls . P h ilp , E v an s  a n d  A sh b o lt, a n d  P te s . D u k e  and 
T o o le . In  a d d itio n , P te . T o o le  p e rfo rm s  reg u la rly  for 
E a s te rn  C o m m a n d .

C R I C K E T
( 1 )  D e p o t  M id d le s e x ,  2 2 4  fo r  5

S g t .  R a fF a e l 69  
C a p t  W o llo c o m b e  5 1  
C a p t . C r u m le y  5 1

(2 ) D e p o t  M id d le s e x . 1 5 4  f ° r  6
C a p t . W o llo c o m b e  4 9  n .o .

(3 )  D e p o t  M id d le s e x .  1 2 3
(4 ) D e p o t  M id d le s e x . 14 6  f o r  3

L  C p l.  E v a n s  3 8  n .o .
(5 ) D e p o t  M id d le s e x , 1 2 1  fo r  7

C a p t  G i lh a m  6 1
(6 ) D e p o t  M id d le s e x ,  16 6  f o r  8

C a p t . G i lh a m  67

(7 ) D e p o t  M id d le s e x ,  19 3  fo r  9
P t e .  T o o le  5 3  
S . S . I .  B r is t o w  3 7

(8 ) D e p o t  M id d le s e x  1 5 4
P te . T o o le  7 4

R E S U L T S
D e p o t  R o y a l  F u s i l i e r s ,  3 3  

L  C p l .  A d d is io n  4  w ic k e ts  
f o r  o  r u n s

1 8  C o m p a n y , R .A .M .C . ,  1 1 3

W a r  O ff ic e , 7 8  
D e p o t  R o y a l  F u s i l ie r s ,  59  

P te . T o o le  7  f o r  24 
E a s t  L a n c s .  C . C . ,  1 1 9  

P te . T o o le  5 f o r  40  
10  C o m m a n d  W o rk s h o p s

R . E . M . E . ,  41 
L  C p l.  A d d is io n  3  fo r  7  

H e n d o n  P o lic e  C o l le g e , 1 3 5

H .Q . L o n d o n  D is t r ic t , f 
P te . T o o le  4  f o r  29

L o n d o n  D i s t r i c t  C r i c k e t  C h a l l e n g e  C u p  (33 O v e r s )
2n d  R ound.

D e p o t  M id d le s e x ,  9 5  fo r  6 
P t e .  T o o le  45 

Q uarter F in a l:
D e p o t  M id d le s e x ,  1 3 2  

L  C p l .  P h i lp  5 1  
A ll  g a m e s  w e r e  w o n .

H o u s e h o ld  C a v a lr y ,  9 2 fo r  9 
P te . T o o le  5 fo r  46

R .P .O . ,  F o o ts c r a y ,

O F F IC E R S ’ M E S S

T h e  c re d it sq u eeze  goes o n : n o te s  m u s t  b e  c u t  short.
A s w e h ave  h a d  w ell o v e r 60  v is ito rs  th is  q u a rte r ,  we 

a re  q u ite  u n a b le  to  p u b lis h  a lis t. S uffice  it to  say  that 
w e h ave  b e e n  v e ry  g lad  to  see  th e m  all, a n d  t ru s t  that 
th ey  a n d  o th e rs  w ill tak e  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  v isiting 
th is  p lace  ag a in  b e fo re  th e  m o v e  to  C a n te rb u ry .

A s fa r  as o n e  can  see  w e sha ll s ta r t  “  r u n n in g  dow n ' 
a b o u t th e  e n d  o f  th is  y ea r, a n d  m o v e  in  th e  spring. 
T h e  ru n n in g -d o w n  p e rio d  m ay  m ea n  so m e  considerable  
d is ru p tio n  o f  o u r  lives, as it is u n d e rs to o d  th a t  the 
e x is tin g  k itc h e n  is to  b e  sc ra p p e d  a n d  m o v ed , an d  the 
c e n tra l h e a tin g  sy stem , n o t v e ry  lo n g  ago installed, 
ch an g ed . D o n ’t  tak e  th is  to  b e  “  go sp e l ” : th is  is ju st 
w h a t seem s likely  a t  th e  m o m e n t. I t  w o u ld  probably  
b e  b e tte r ,  h o w ev er, to  p lan  a  v isit this  y e a r !

In  A p ril  w e w e re  p a rticu la rly  p leased  to  see  Capt. 
D u r tn e ll  h e re  b e fo re  h e  w e n t o ff to  jo in  th e  1st Bat­
ta lio n . O ld  m em b e rs  o f  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  w ill rem em ­
b e r  h is  fa th e r  w ith  th e  R .W .K . in  P oona.

L t .-C o l.  H e w itt  looked  in  th a t  m o n th , as h e  has done 
ag a in  s in ce , a n d  w e  w ere  d e lig h ted  to  see  th a t  h is  wife 
h a d  reco v ered  fro m  h e r  illness. W e h o p e  Preston 
m ay  n o t b e  as b ad  as one m ig h t  im ag ine.

A t a G u e s t  N ig h t on  A p ril  27 w e  h a d  th e  headm aste r 
o f H ig h g a te  S choo l to  d in n e r ,  a lso  M a jo r  Ia n  G lover,
D .A .Q .M .G . 4 7 th  B rigade.

J o h n  M o o re  a rr iv ed  f ro m  1st M id d le sex  o n  M ay  1 
to  b eco m e  A d ju ta n t  o f  2 3 rd  L o n d o n  R e g im en t.

C ol. G re e n  has v isited  u s  o n  sev era l occasions ; 
s tay ed  fo r sh o rt p e rio d s .

O n  A lb u h e ra  D ay  w e d e p a rte d  fro m  n o rm a l custom  
b y  h o ld in g  a m ix ed  b u ffe t su p p e r  in  th e  M ess before 
g o ing  on  to  a d an ce  in  th e  g y m n as iu m . T h e  other

; and
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activities o f  th e  d ay  p ro ceed ed  as u su a l. W e  w ere 
very g lad  to  see  G e n . H o rro c k s  h e re  on  th a t  occasion : 
it is n o t o ften  th a t  h e  can  m an ag e  to  ge t u p  here .

A b o u t 54 a tte n d e d  th e  su p p e r  a n d  w e n t on  to  th e  
dance, w h ich  w as a m o st successfu l a ll- ra n k s ’ g a th e r in g  
ending  a t  m id n ig h t,  b u t  th e  M e ss  c o n tin u e d  in  o p e ra tio n , 
and daw n  w as a p p ro a c h in g  b e fo re  so m e  o f  th e  s ta lw arts  
called it a  day.

O n  J u n e  15 R o g er P itm a n  a rriv ed  fo r d u tie s  w ith  
T ra in in g  C o m p a n y  a n d  h e  w as fo llow ed  u p  by  th e  
Cricket W eek  c o n tin g e n t w h o se  n am es m ay  b e  fo u n d  
in th e  re su lts  o f  th e  m a tch es. O n  th e  las t day  o f  th e  
Week S a n d h u rs t  W a n d ere rs  s tay ed  to  s u p p e r. M a jo r-  
Gen. W e sto n  w as h e re  a n d  livened  th e  p a r ty  up .

O n J u n e  25 th e  O fficers’ C lu b  a n n u a l “  A t H o m e  ” 
was h e ld  a t th e  D e p o t. I t  w asn ’t  rea lly  v e ry  well 
a ttended , b u t  it w as goo d  v a lu e  n ev e rth e le ss , a n d  one  
renew ed a n u m b e r  o f  o ld  a c q u a in ta n c e s : again  no  
nam es— in th ese  n o tes , anyw ay.

T h e  A d m in . In sp e c tio n  on  J u ly  5 w as tak en  by  th e  
C hief o f S taff, L o n d o n  D is tr ic t, a n d  h e  a n d  h is s ta ff 
lunched  w ith  us, as a lso  C o l. G ra c e  fro m  H o m e  C o u n ties  
Brigade. B rig ad ie r  M a n  w as h e re  th a t  d ay  a n d  stay ed  
the  n ig h t;  R ex W a lle r  w as e x p e c te d  b u t  d id n ’t  p u t  in 
appearance. M a y b e  th e  e rro r  w as o u rs :  R ex  d o e sn 't  
often m ake m istakes!

O n J u ly  14 G e n . B ucknall looked  in  en  ro u te  fro m  
Scotland w h e re  he  h a d  b een  fish ing . H e  p u t  so m e  o f 
his kit o u t  o n  th e  law n  to  dry’. I t  t ra n sp ire d  th a t  he 
had s lip p ed  o n  th e  r iv e r  b a n k  a n d  fallen  in , m u ch  to  
the am u se m en t o f  h is  c o m p an io n . B efore  leav ing  fo r 
home, how ever, th e  G e n e ra l h ad  w itn essed  th is  sam e 
friend fall in  h im self, n o t o nce  b u t  t w i c e !  Q u i r it 
vendredi, dimanche p leu rera !

O n  Ju ly  15 C o l. H erv ev  del C o u r t  an d  h is  w ife 
tu rned  u p ;  th ey  c e rta in ly  do  g e t a ro u n d !

G o rd o n  C ru m le y  g o t m arr ie d  a t  F le e t on  J u ly  16 and , 
apart fro m  C ol. B ro w n e  w h o  w as un w ell, th e  M ess  w as 
empty'. I t  w as a d e lig h tfu l serv ice— one co u ld  h e a r  
every w o rd  th e  P a d re  sa id — a n d  th e  rec e p tio n  a fte rw ard s  
was sp len d id . O u r  v e ry  b e s t w ish es  to  G o rd o n  an d  
M argaret.

L t. R ose re p o r te d  o n  Ju ly  18 an d  left a few days 
later for H am eln .

2 L t. B ry a n t a rr iv ed  sh o rtly  a fte rw a rd s  a n d  w e n t off 
to G hana .

P atrick  a n d  S h e ila  W o llo co m b e  left th e  D e p o t on 
July 2 ; P a t is n ow  in  A d en . W e c o n g ra tu la te  th em  on  
the recen t b ir th  o f  a so n : o u r  b es t w ishes go w ith  th em  
and th e  fam ily . W e  h ave  b een  g lad  to  have seen  
som ething o f  M olly' W o llo co m b e, w h o m  som e, a t least 
here, k n o w  so  w ell.

T h e  O fficers’ C lu b  D in n e r  on  Ju ly  22 w ill no  d o u b t 
be d ealt w ith  e lsew here— an y h o w , w e  have a lready  
taken u p  to o  m u c h  space.

S E R G E A N T S ’ M E S S
T h e  q u a r te r  has b een  m u c h  m o re  lively th a n  th e  last 

one— so m u ch  so th a t  a lth o u g h  it w as o rig ina lly  p lan n ed  
to hold M ess fu n c tio n s  every  fo u r th  S a tu rd ay , by 
Popular req u e s t th e s e  n ow  o c c u r  every  w eek w ith  
attendances in creasin g  stead ily . I n  th e  m ain  th e  resu lts  
° f  these “  socials ”  a re  u n d is tin g u ish a b le  fro m  th o se  o f

any  o th e r  co m m o n  o r  g a rd e n  orgy , a lth o u g h  m o st o f  
th e  h a rd ie r  M e ss  m em b e rs  c reep  in  a t S u n d a y  m id ­
d ay  to  fin d  o u t  w h a t th e y  g o t u p  to  o n  th e  S a tu rd a y .

A s u su a l A lb u h e ra  D a y  w as th e  h ig h  sp o t o f  th e  h ig h  
sp o t o f  th e  q u a rte r ,  c u lm in a tin g  in  th e  a ll- ra n k s ' b a ll in 
th e  ev en in g . T h e  A lb u h e ra  Ball w as p rec e d e d  in  th e  
m o rn in g  b y  th e  foo tba ll an d  b ask e tb a ll co m p e titio n s  in 
w h a t w as lau g h in g ly  called  th e  A lb u h e ra  S p o r ts . T h e  
M e ss  u n ite d  w ith  th e  O fficers’ M ess  to  fo rm  re p re ­
se n ta tiv e  team s, w in n in g  th e  fo o tb a ll, b e in g  losing  
f ina lists  in  th e  b ask etb a ll an d  la te r  b e in g  com p le te ly  
o v e rco m e  b y  th e  A lb u h e ra  Ball. T h e  b a r  fo r  th e  Ball 
w as p ro v id e d  b y  th e  M e ss  an d  s tre tc h e d  th e  w id th  o f 
th e  g y m ., b u t  ev en  so p ro v ed  u n e q u a l to  th e  task  o f  
p ro v id in g  liq u id  re fre sh m e n t q u ick ly  e n o u g h  to  th e  
a ssem b led  m u lt itu d e s  w ho  v e n te d  th e i r  sp leen  an d  
f ru s tra t io n  in  m an y  d iv e r t in g  a n d  o rig ina l w ays. N e v e r 
a t an y  tim e  d id  th e re  seem  to  be  less th a n  five ran k s o f 
p o te n tia l  c u s to m e rs  c la m o u rin g  fo r liq u o r. I n  th e  
fin ish , th e  g ro an s  a n d  o th e r  in d ica tio n s  o f  su ffe rin g  
sh o w ed  th a t  th e  “  D ie -H a rd s  ”  w ere  a t lea s t t ry in g  to  
liv e  u p  to  th e i r  s o b riq u e t.

T h e r e  h ave  b een  o th e r  n o tew o rth y  fu n c tio n s  th ro u g h ­
o u t  th e  session . T h e  F in ch ley  P o lice  p a id  th e i r  reg u la r  
a n n u a l “  s p o rts  ” v isit, b u t  u n fo rtu n a te ly  ra in  s to p p e d  
p lay  in  th e  c ric k e t m a tc h  b e fo re  it b eg an . T h e  a fte r­
n o o n  w as p assed  aw ay writh  l ig h te r  e n te r ta in m e n ts  
b e fo re  th e  m o re  se rio u s  b u s in e ss  o f  th e  ev en in g  s ta rte d . 
U ck e rs , d a rts  an d  c rib  to u rn a m en ts  w ere tense ly  fo u g h t 
o u t  w ith  fee lin g  r u n n in g  h ig h  on  b o th  s id e s ; h o n o u rs  
w e re  a b o u t  even  u n til  u n fo reseen  tra g e d y  s tru c k  th e  
M e ss  te a m  w h e n  w e w ere  s o u n d ly  d e fe a ted  in  th e  
n ifty  p in t— th is , d e sp ite  th e  fac t th a t  S g t. R e d m o n d  
b y  a n  a s tu te  p iec e  o f  g a m e sm an sh ip  m an a g e d  to  p o u r  
a b o u t  tw o - th ird s  o f  h is n e c ta r  d o w n  h is  c h est.

T h e  official t r ip  to  th e  O aks w as can ce lled  th ro u g h  
lack o f  s u p p o rt ,  b u t  C  S g ts. E a s ta p  a n d  D ia m o n d , b y  a 
sm a r t  p iece  o f  lo b b y in g , o rg an ised  a p r iv a te  e x p ed itio n  
w h ic h  w as in eb n a tin g ly  successfu l. Sg t. K e rr  has 
su c cu m b e d  to  th e  te m p ta t io n s  o f  m arria g e  (m ain ly  to  
fill a  b lan k  S a tu rd a y , h e  c la im s). M rs . K e r r  is a lread y  
a fam ilia r  figu re  in  th e  M ess  a n d  w e w ish  th e m  th e  
v e ry  b es t o f  luck . T h is  so rt  o f  th in g  is ra th e r  in sid io u s  
— c o n g ra tu la tio n s  a re  a lso  d u e  to  J o h n  M a r t in  o n  his 
e n g a g em e n t; h e  is p rac tis in g  h is o w n  b ra n d  o f  evasive­
n ess b y  b eco m in g  eng ag ed  b u t  d e c lin in g  to  n a m e  th e  
d ay — th u s  h a n g in g  o n  to  th e  las t ten u o u s  th re a d s  o f 
freed o m . C o n g ra tu la tio n s  a re  also d u e  to  h im  o n  his 
p ro m o tio n  to  C o lo u r-S e rg e an t an d  co m m ise ra tio n s  o n  
tak in g  o v e r T ra in in g  C o m p a n y  S to res.

T h e  b i t te r  t r u th  th a t  sex  is p ro cre a tio n s! ra th e r  th an  
rec rea tio n a l has  b een  b ro u g h t h o m e  to  M e ss  m em b e rs  
late ly . M rs . R affael an d  M rs . H o rd e r  h ave  p rese n ted  
th e ir  resp ec tiv e  h u sb a n d s  w ith  o ffsp rin g s  ( th a t  is to  say. 
ch ild ren , n o t sp a re  p a rts ) . H u s b a n d s  an d  c h ild re n  are  
all d o in g  w ell. H o w ev er, J im  R e d m o n d  m ay  fairly  b e  
said  to  b e  k in g  o f  th is  p a r t ic u la r  castle, n o t only  has he 
h is  y o u n g  d a u g h te r  E liz a b e th  b u t  th e  m ig h ty  a to m  is 
ex p ec tin g  fu r th e r  a d d itio n s  to  h is  fam ily . T h e re  is a 
q u e s tio n  o f th e re  b e in g  tw in s  th is  t im e— tw in s  ru n  in 
M rs . R e d m o n d ’s fam ily  b u t .  as J im  said , th is  tim e  they  
h a v e n ’t  ru n  fa r  en o u g h .

T o  th e  su rp r ise  o f  m an y , th e  p a tte r  o f  t in y  feet m ay
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also  b e  h e a rd  in  S .S .I .  B ris to w ’s q u a rte r .  T h is  has 
b e e n  k e p t  ex tre m e ly  q u ie t, b u t  th e  t r u th  e m e rg e d  w h en  
th e  M e ss  acce p te d  o n e  o f  th e  o ffsp rin g s  as a p e t. W ith  
th e  o n e  f ro m  th e  O fficers’ M e ss  w e n o w  h ave  tw o  
k itte n s . T h e s e  w e re  th o u g h t n ecessary  as th e  m ice 
h av e  d e v e lo p ed  o f  la te  a n  a tt i tu d e  b o rd e r in g  o n  th e  
b lase , n o t  to  say  th e  c o n te m p tu o u s . B u t w e h o p e  th a t  
th e  k itte n  w ill in sp ire  in  th e  ro d e n ts  a lit tle  m o re  
h u m ility  a n d  even  a lit tle  p e rse c u tio n  co m p lex  o r  tw o .

M o llie  M o rg a n  h as  b een  b ack  one  o r  tw ice  fro m  
P e te rb o ro u g h  to  te ll u s  w h a t a g ood  th in g  w e a re  all on. 
H e  seem s e n th u s ia s tic  e n o u g h  a b o u t h is  jo b  b u t ,  as h e  
says, it is a  b i t  d ifficu lt to  s ta r t  w o rk  a t h is  age.

C .S .M . B u rg ess  h as  re tu rn e d  to  d u ty  w ith  T ra in in g  
C o m p a n y  a fte r  h is  se rio u s  b u rn in g  a cc id en t o n  N o v e m ­
b e r  5. T h o u g h  n o t  q u ite  100 p e r  c en t, y e t h e  is a lm o st 
h is  o ld  se lf  again  a n d  w e a re  all g lad  to  see h im  b ack  
w ith  us.

T h e  p e rio d  has b e e n  c lo u d e d  b y  th e  d e a th  o f  M rs . 
B a rtle . T h e  M e ss  o ffers its  p ro fo u n d  s y m p a th y  to  
R .S .M . B artle  w ho  h as  fe lt  th e  loss d eep ly .

C O R P O R A L S ’ C L U B
S in ce  th e  las t n o te s  w e re  p u b lish e d  q u ite  a  few  

e v e n ts  have h a p p e n e d . T h e  m a in  e v e n t fo r  th e  c lu b  
b e in g  a co ach  o u tin g  to  S o u th se a  o n  M a y  27. A n 
e x ce llen t b u ffe t w as la id  o n  b y  S g t. B anks a n d  w ith  a 
goo d  s to ck  o f liq u id  re fre sh m e n t in th e  b ack  o f  th e  
co ach  w e  se t off in  s u n n y  w 'eather. O u r  f irst s to p  w’as 
a  p u b  ju s t  o u ts id e  G u ild fo rd , w h e re  w e s ta y e d  u n til  
c lo sin g  tim e  w h e n  w e g o t u n d e r  w ay again . A fte r  
n u m e ro u s  s to p s  o n  th e  w ay  fo r  fu r th e r  b ev e rag e  w e 
a rr iv e d , w h e re  w e b ro k e  u p  to  fin d  o u r  o w n  a m u se m en t. 
A fte r  a  v e ry  en jo y ab le  day  w e a rr iv ed  b ack  a t cam p  all 
w o rn  o u t a n d  a lit tle  u n d e r  th e  w ea th er.

O u r  n e x t e v en t w-as A lb u h e ra  D ay . In  th e  m o rn in g  
a fo o tb a ll a n d  b ask e tb a ll k n o c k o u t co m p e titio n  was 
h e ld . U n fo r tu n a te ly  w e  w ere  soon k n o ck ed  ou t, th e  
w in n e rs  o f  b o th  co m p e titio n s  b e in g  th e  P e rm a n e n t 
S taff. By th e  tim e  all th e  s p o r t  w as o v e r it w as tim e  
fo r  lu n ch  w h e re  e v en -o n e  sa t d o w n  to  an ex cellen t m eal 
p u t  on  b y  S g t. B anks. T h e  a fte rn o o n  was a rest p e rio d  
w h ere  w e reco v ered  f ro m  o u r  d in n e r .  In  th e  ev en in g  
w e h ad  o u r  A lb u h e ra  d an ce  w h ich  w as th e  m ain  ev en t 
o f  th e  day . T h e  gy m . w as d ec o ra ted  fro m  to p  to  
b o tto m  w ith  p o tte d  p lan ts  an d  flags w h ich  set it off fo r 
th e  occasion , a n d  w h ic h  w as v e ry  w ell a tte n d e d  a n d  a 
v e ry  en jo y ab le  a n d  m em o rab le  tim e  w as h a d  by  all.

T h ro u g h o u t Ju n e  w e p re p a re d  fo r A d m in , w h ich  
w as o n  J u ly  5, a n d  slow ly  b u t  su re ly  th e  D e p o t was 
b ro u g h t u p  to  s ta n d a rd  an d  w e w ere  n o t so rry  to  have 
Ju ly  5 b e h in d  us.

L a s t  b u t  n o t least w e w elcom e L /C p ls .  Jam es  and  
Ja rv ie  to  th e  c lu b , b u t  w e w ill soon  b e  lo sin g  th e m  to  
th e  1st B a tta lio n . A lso w e w ere  sorry- to  see  C p l. 
B a rn e tt  leave u s  fo r  Civvy- S tre e t  an d  w e w ish  h im  lu ck  
in  h is  new  career.

N E W S  L E T T E R  BY M .B .

I h ad  a le t te r  f ro m  M rs . A rch ie  S te w a rt on  Ju n e  27. 
T h e y  a re  se a rc h in g  fo r  a n ew  h o m e a fte r  m an y  years 
a t th e  O ld  H a ll, C lav erin g , n e a r  S affron  W ald en , an d  
a fte r  so  lo n g  th a t  is a sad  b u sin ess . M rs . A rch ie  has

b e e n  ill in  h o sp ita l a t N o tt in g h a m , b u t  b o th  a re  now 
w ell again . I h o p e  la te r, w ith  M a jo r  H ey w o o d , to 
v isit th is  fam ily  w ith  w h o m  I  liv ed  fo r  m an y  years in 
In d ia  a n d  B u rm a.

I h ave  h a d  m ee tin g s  a n d  le tte rs  fro m  a rela tive  of 
o u r  loyal a n d  ex cellen t C o n tra c to r  S h a b o d e e n . T his 
y o u n g  m an  se rv ed  o u r  1st B a tta lio n  in  C y p ru s . He 
gave a sm all b rass  seated  B u d d h a  an d  a m arb le  copy 
o f  th e  T a j M a h a l (w h ich  I v isited  in  1906, crossing 
N o r th e rn  In d ia  en  ro u te  f ro m  B o m b ay  to  jo in  the 
5 7 th  F o o t th e n  s ta tio n e d  a t  M ay m o , M eik tila , and 
T h a y e tm y o ) .

O n  J u n e  19 I w as called  to  v isit S t. M a ry ’s C hurch , 
H e n d o n , a t a  C iv ic  S erv ice  w h e re  I m e t m an y  old 
frie n d s  w h o  h a d  b e e n  Ju s tic es  o f  th e  P eace  w ith  m e for 
so m e  14 y ea rs  u n til  th e  age o f  75 to o k  m e aw ay from  
th a t  task .

O n  J u n e  25 I a tte n d e d  th e  R eg im e n ta l C lu b  “ At 
H o m e  ”  in  o u r  D e p o t M ess. I t  w as a p e rfe c t day, the 
g a rd e n  w ith  its  tre e s  a n d  p lan ts  re m in d e d  m e  o f my 
tim e  a t th e  D e p o t in  1912-14.

I w as p ro u d  to  read  o f th e  success o f  M ajo r-G en .
G . P . L . W e sto n , D ire c to r  o f  L a n d  a n d  A ir  W arfare. 
A s a y o u n g  officer h e  flew  in  s u p p o rt  o f  o u r  Forces 
d u r in g  th e  D u n k irk  re tre a t,  a n d  la te r  c o m m an d ed  our 
2 n d  B a tta lio n  w ith  d is tin c tio n  o n  o u r  r e tu rn  to  France.

O n  Ju n e  9 I h ead  f ro m  G w e n  A p p e lb e , w ho was 
h o p in g  to  reach  o u r  R e g im e n ta l G a rd e n  Party- on 
Ju n e  25, an d  d id  so.

O n  J u n e  10 I v isited  M ill  H ill  S choo l prize-g iv ing  
a n d  h e a rd  m an y  excellen t sp eech es  (especially  th a t  by 
th e  H e a d m aste r, M r. R o y  M o o re , an d  fro m  th e  Rt. 
H o n . L o rd  Ju s tic e  S e lle rs, w h o  is C h a irm a n  o f  the 
C o u rt o f G o v ern o rs) .

I h ad  in te n d e d  to  go  to  th e  R oyal A rm y  C haplains 
D e p a r tm e n t G a rd e n  Party- a t  B ag sh o t P ark , b u t  illness 
s to p p e d  m e.

O n  Ju ly  16 I h o p e  to  a tte n d  th e  w e d d in g  o f  o u r  A dju­
tan t, C a p t. G o rd o n  C ru m ley , to  M a rg a re t  Jan e  C raig  at 
A ll S a in ts ’ C h u rc h , F leet. A  c h u rc h  th e  R egim ent 
o ften  a tte n d e d .

O n  M a y  14 I a tte n d e d  as a g u est a  d in n e r  p a rty  of 
th e  fo rm e r  2 10th B a tta lio n  o f  th e  R e g im en t. I spoke 
a b o u t o u r  R e g im en t, a n d  its  A sso c ia tio n  an d  Officers 
C lu b .

R ecen tly  in  M ay  las t I rece ived  f ro m  L ilian  Anson 
A rm y  L is ts  an d  a M u s te r  Roll o f th e  57th , w h ich  has 
b een  p laced  in  o u r  M u seu m . T h e y  w ere  m o st in ter­
e s tin g  a n d  m an y  n am es w ere  w ell k n o w n  to  m e.

O n  J u ly  14 I a tte n d e d  a lu n c h  in  m em o ry  of our 
d early  loved  C ol. E lgee a t th e  D israe li R o o m  of the 
C a r lto n  C lu b . T h o s e  a tte n d in g  w ere  Cavanagh, 
R o w n tree , P a in , B elsham , W illie  P rin g le , th e  Right 
R ev. M a rsd e n , G o rd o n  P a rk er, a n d  T o m  H eather, 
w h o  w as E lgee’s A d ju tan t. (H e  alw ays assem bles and 
ru n s  th ese  g a th e rin g s .)

1 w as g lad  to  h e a r  f ro m  B rig ad ie r  P en n y co o k  o n  M ay o, 
w h o  a tte n d e d  o u r  R eg im en ta l “ A t H o m e .”  H e was 
th e  b est A d ju ta n t  I ev e r se rv ed  w ith  in  th e  1st Bat­
ta lio n , an d  I used  to  weary- m y  officers w ith  h is  praise. 
H is  so n  D av id  is in  M o n tre a l, an d  I m e t h im  years back 
as a ch ild .
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7th BATTALION 
THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 

(D.C.O.) (T.A.)
C o m m an d in g  O fficer . .  L t.-C o l. D . E . S im p so n , t .d .  
A d ju tan t . .  C a p t. B. K . C lavden
Q .M .........................................L t .  (Q .M .)  E . J . P ike
Pay-m aster . .  . .  C a p t. B. A. H en n a l
R .S .M .................................... W .O .i  T h o m

T h e  o u ts ta n d in g  ite m  th is  q u a r ­
te r  has  b een  th e  A n n u a l C am p  
w h ic h  w as h e ld  a t  th e  A rm y  S choo l 
o f  C iv il D efen ce  a t M illo m  in  
C u m b e rla n d . A lth o u g h  th e  B at­
ta lio n  has  c a rr ied  o u t a ce rta in  
a m o u n t o f  C iv il D efen ce  tra in in g  
in  th e  p ast, th is  w as o u r  f irst co n ­
ce n tra te d  co u rse  an d  a lth o u g h  it 

was in te re s tin g  all c o n cern ed  a re  p leased  to  have it 
beh in d  th e m  a n d  to  re tu rn  to  a m o re  m ilita ry  fo rm  o f 
tra in ing .

T h e  C a m p  itse lf, w h ich  w as ten te d , h ad  b een  b u ilt  
along th e  s ides o f  th e  ru n w ay s o f  a d isu sed  a irfie ld  so 
that, in  sp ite  o f  heavy- ra in  a lm o s t da ily , c o n d itio n s  w ere  
not as u n p lea sa n t as th ey  m ig h t  o th erw ise  h ave  been . 
T h e  ru n w ay s  w ere , how ever, a m ix ed  b less in g  a n d  it 
was necessa ry  a t a n  early- s tag e  in  cam p  to  c u rb  th e  
en th u siasm  o f  th e  B a tta lio n ’s “  p o c k e t F a n g io s .”

T h e  specia l tra in  w h ich  h ad  b ro u g h t th e  B atta lio n  
from  L o n d o n  o v e rn ig h t w as d e lay ed  fo r m o re  th an  an 
h o u r b e tw e en  B arro w  an d  M illo m  w hile  th e  lin e  was 
cleared o f  b o u ld e rs  an d  sleep ers . T h e  rep o r ts  o f  th e  
inciden t in  th e  N a tio n a l P ress  w ere  g rea tly  exaggera ted , 
and in  fac t th e  f irst th e  B a tta lio n  k n ew  o f th e  in c id e n t 
was w h e n  th e y  o p en ed  th e ir  m o rn in g  p a p e rs  on  th e  
follow ing day . A p p a re n tly  b lo ck in g  th e  railw ay  lin e  is 
a fav o u rite  S a tu rd a y  ev en in g  p a s tim e  in  th a t  p a r t  o f th e  
w orld as th e re  w as a rep e a t p e rfo rm a n c e  th e  fo llow ing 
S aturday . W e a re  h ap p y  to  reco rd , how ever, th a t  no 
efforts w ere  m ad e  to  delay- o u r  r e tu rn  from  cam p.

F o r th e  p u rp o se  o f  t ra in in g , th e  B atta lio n  w as sp lit—  
R ecru its  f ro m  all C o m p an ies  p a rta k in g  in  n o rm a l m ili­
tary- tra in in g  u n d e r  M a jo r  R eed , w h o  w as assisted  by- 
the P e rm a n e n t S ta ff  In s tru c to rs ,  an d  th e  rem a in d e r  o f  
the B a tta lio n  w e re  h a n d e d  o v er in  sq u a d s  to  th e  S choo l 
S taff fo r  t ra in in g  in  lig h t rescu e  an d  firs t-a id . F ro m  
then on  ta lk  w as o f 4 0 -ft. lash in g s, perso n a l co rd s  and  
w hether o r  n o t  o ld  so -a n d -so  w o u ld  ev e r be  ab le  to  tie  
a clove h itc h . T h e  in s tru c to rs  in s t itu te d  a sy stem  o f  
fines fo r  in co rrec t k n o ts  an d  it is be lieved  th a t  th e ir  
haul w as q u ite  su b s ta n tia l. I t  is u n d e rs to o d  th a t  
M ajor d u  P a rc  m ad e  h is to ry  by- b e in g  th e  first “  casu ­
alty ”  e v e r  lo w ered  fro m  a seco n d -flo o r window- lashed  
to an  im p ro v ise d  s tre tc h e r  s till w ea rin g  a m onocle.

W e w e re  p leased  to  w elcom e D av id  S aville, w ho  was 
attached  to  u s  fo r  th e  p e rio d  o f  cam p  as o u r  C hap la in . 
D u rin g  th e  m id d le  w eek en d , a t  th e  h e ig h t o f  a gale, he 
was h e a rd  to  c o m m e n t sh o rtly  a fte r  th e  C h u rc h  T e n t  
fiad co llap sed  d u r in g  th e  m o rn in g  serv ice  th a t  a t least 
no one c o u ld  say- h e  w as n o t w ra p p e d  u p  in  h is  c h u rch . 

D u rin g  th e  seco n d  w eek o f cam p  th e  B atta lion  was

allow ed  tw o  days fo r  R eg im en ta l tra in in g . F o r  th is  
tra in in g  th e  B a tta lio n  w-as sp lit  in to  th re e  g ro u p s— B at­
ta lion  H .Q . an d  “ H .Q .”  Com pany-, “ A ”  an d  “  B ”  C o m ­
pan ies , an d  “  C  ”  a n d  D  ”  C o m p an ies— a n d  e v e ry ­
b o d y  m o v ed  in to  th e  L ak e  D is tr ic t  to  c a rry  o u t  th e ir  
o w n  tra in in g . R e p o rts  o f  th is  o p e ra tio n  a p p e a r  e lse ­
w here .

T h e  C iv il D efen ce  D e p lo y m e n t E xercise  also h e ld  
d u r in g  th e  seco n d  w eek  was c a rr ied  o u t  well d e sp ite  
d ifficu lt c o m m u n ica tio n s , an d  th e  R escue  E xercise , 
a lth o u g h  n o t  so successfu l, w-as c a rried  o u t  th o ro u g h ly  
b y  th o se  tak in g  p a rt.

O n  J u n e  18 o u r  B rigade  C o m m a n d e r, B rig ad ie r
D . R . W ilso n , re lin q u ish e d  h is c o m m an d  an d  re tired  
fro m  th e  A rm y . In  h is  farew ell ad d re ss  B rigad ier 
W ilso n  said  th a t  o v e r th e  p a s t th re e  years he  h ad  seen 
th e  B a tta lio n s  u n d e r  h is  c o m m an d  grow  fro m  a  h a n d fu l 
o f  officers an d  N .C .O .s  to  th e i r  p re s e n t  s tre n g th . H e 
im p re sse d  u p o n  u s  th e  n eed  fo r c o n tin u e d  efforts a t 
rec ru itin g , b u t  e m p h asised  th a t  w h ile  it is co m p ara tiv e ly  
easy to  o b ta in  rec ru its  it is m u ch  m o re  d ifficu lt to  
ho ld  th em .

S in ce  cam p  o u r  n ew  B rigade  C o m m a n d e r, B rigad ier 
J. B. A. G le n n ie  (la te  R oyal Sussex) has  v isited  us on 
th re e  o ccasions— tw ice a t th e  T .A . C e n tre s  on  d rill 
n ig h ts  an d  o n ce  w h en  h e  v isited  “ S ”  C o m p an y  w ho  
w ere  f iring  a t  L y d d .

A s w e go to  p ress  th e  S ec re ta ry  o f S ta te  fo r  W a r  has 
ju s t  m ad e  an  a n n o u n c em e n t in  th e  H o u se  reg a rd in g  th e  
reo rg an isa tio n  o f  th e  T e r r i to r ia l  A rm y . I t  is u n d e r ­
sto o d  th a t  a m o n g s t o th e r  c h an g es  th e  n u m b e r  o f  
Infantry- B a tta lio n s  is to  be  red u c e d  b y  18, b u t  a t th is  
stage it is n o t k n o w n  to  w h a t e x te n t w e sha ll b e  affected .

“  H .Q .”  C O M P A N Y

C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r  . . M a jo r  R . G . G a r re t t ,  t .d .
2 IC  
P .S .I .
C .S .M . 
C o lo u r-S e rg e an t . .

C a p t. P . A . S tocken  
W .O .2  J . M o v se  
W .O .2  C . H o ld fo rd , b .e .j  
C .Q .M .S . M . C o n ro y

A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f A p ril “ H .Q .”  C o m p an y , in  co n ­
ju n c tio n  w ith  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  an d  th e  C ad e ts, co m ­
m en c e d  tra in in g  in  h o u se -to -h o u se  f ig h tin g  an d  v illage 
c learing . T h e re  w as a sh o rt  ta lk  to  co m m en ce  w ith  
by  th e  O .C . o n  a rm s a n d  e q u ip m e n t fo r  th e  in fa n try  
so ld ie r  in  th is  ty p e  o f  w arfare , fo llow ed by  tw o  excellen t 
film s: “  S tre e t  F ig h tin g ,”  ra th e r  o ld  b u t  v e ry  good, an d  
“  V illage C le a rin g ,”  v e ry  m u ch  m o re  u p  to  d a te . A b o u t 
90 v o lu n te e rs  a tte n d e d  in  all. In  M a y  th e  sam e g ro u p  
o f  v o lu n te e rs  d id  a c lo th  m o d el exerc ise  o n  a S u n d ay , 
w h ich  w as laid  o u t as a to w n  a n d  th ey  w ere  also show n 
d e m o n s tra tio n s  o f  room  e n te r in g  a n d  v arious d rills  to  
b e  a d o p te d . T h e y  w ere a lso  sh o w n  a c o m p le te  section  
e q u ip p e d  w ith  F .N .s  an d  S te rlin g s  d ressed  fo r th is  
ty p e  o f  ac tio n . T h e  C o m p a n y  n o w  know  th a t  a 
th u n d erf la sh  in  a con fin ed  space w ill ce rta in ly  close 
d o o rs  an d  slam  fan ligh ts. I t  is n ow  h o p ed  to  follow 
u p  th is  tra in in g  w ith  p rac tica l h o u se  c learin g  in S e p ­
tem b e r.

“  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  w as o u t in  force on  th e  B rigade  
S ig n a l E xercise  in  A p ril a n d  very in te re s tin g  it p ro v ed , 
a lth o u g h  o ff to  a slow  s ta r t  th in g s  soon p ick ed  u p  an d  
th e  w ireless c o m m u n ica tio n s  ce rta in ly  w ere  very  good
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B a tta lio n  H .Q . move into position near L a k e  Coniston

in d ee d . B a tta lio n  H .Q . m o v ed  in to  a h a rb o u r  a rea  on  
th e  S a tu rd a y  n ig h t an d  p rep a re d  fo r a ttack  by  th e  
S u rre y s . O .C . “  H .Q .’ C o m p a n y  w as sen t o u t w ith  
h is  m o u n te d  B re n  o n  a c h a m p  to  t ry  a n d  loca te  th e  
e n e m y  an d  give p r io r  w a rn in g  to  th e  B atta lio n . T h is  
he  d id  in 5 m in u te s— h e  w e n t s tra ig h t  in to  th e m  as 
a lw ays, a n d  a real d in g -d o n g  b a ttle  to o k  p lace  a long  
th is  “  q u ie t  ”  s tre tc h  o f c o u n try  road . A lth o u g h  th e  
S u rre y s  w ere  b ad ly  tak en  b y  su rp r ise  fro m  th e  fas t- 
m o v in g  ch am p , th e y  reac ted  qu ick ly  a n d  C p l. Cozzi, 
th e  d riv e r , h ad  to  n e g o tia te  a lin e  o f sm o u ld e rin g  
th u n d e rf la sh e s . O n  r e tu rn in g  to  c am p  th e  O .C . w’as 
ag a in  in  ac tio n , h av in g  b u m p e d  th e  e n em y  d u r in g  th e ir  
a tta c k  o n  th e  a rea . T h e re  w as only  one  c o m p lica tio n  
to  all th is , th e re  w as a m o to r  rally  on  a t th e  t im e ; th e  
m o to r is ts  h ad  a h a z ard  th ey  d id  n o t a n tic ip a te , th e  chaps 
in  th e  c h a m p  s till w o n d e r  w ho  th e  w o m an  w as a t th e  
ch eck  p o in t w h o  th re w  h e r  a rm s  ro u n d  a m an  sc re a m ­
in g  a t th e  to p  o f h e r  voice w h e n  th e  c h a m p  o p en ed  up  
an d  let th e  S u rre y s , check  p o in t, c a r  rally  an d  all h ave  
a m ag az in e  o f b u lle ted  b lank .

T h e  h ig h lig h ts  o f  th e  C iv il D efence  C a m p  th is  year 
w as th e  3 6 -h o u r  B atta lio n  H .Q . E x ercise  d u r in g  th e  
seco n d  w eek— it w as a co n tin u a l ro u n d  o f B atta lio n
H .Q . h a rb o u r  areas, som e seven  o r  e ig h t w ere d o n e  in  
all, in c lu d in g  a n ig h t o ccu p atio n . A fte r  each  one  a 
d iscu ssio n  to o k  place in  w h ich  th e  C o m p a n y  C o m ­
m a n d e r  an d  th e  A d ju ta n t  th ra sh e d  o u t p o in ts  to  im ­
p ro v e  th e  d rill. D u r in g  th e  n ig h t w e w a ited  to  be 
a ttack ed  b y  th e  c o m b in e d  fo rces o f  “ A ”  a n d  “ B ”  
C o m p an ies .

T h e  a ttack  sch ed u led  fo r a b o u t 0130 h o u rs  d id  not 
co m e in  u n til  w e h ad  s to o d  d o w n , a n d  to  b e  p erfec tly  
fa ir  c a u g h t u s  b y  su rp r ise , a lth o u g h  th e  sn a tc h  p a rty  
w as w ell an d  t ru ly  k n o b b led  b y  th e  C o m p a n y  d u e  to

th e  a le rtn ess  o f  o u r  sen tr ie s , P tes. B ah ra im  a n d  Hooker. 
T h in g s  th e n  ca lm ed  d o w n  co m p le te ly . S o  m u ch  so 
th a t  w e w ere  th in k in g  o f  p ack in g  u p  an d  g o ing  w'hen 
th e  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r  an d  fo u r  o th e rs  su rp rised  
th e  w 'hole f ig h tin g  p a tro l o f a b o u t  18 a b o u t  150 yards 
aw ay in  th e  gorse . A  hell o f a  sc ra p  th e n  to o k  place 
an d  th e  w h o le  lo t h ad  to  b e  so rte d  o u t b y  th e  A dju tan t 
w h o  cam e u p  w ith  a re liev in g  fo rce  f ro m  th e  area. His 
rem ark  a t th e  su m m in g  u p  a fte rw ard s  th a t  “  L e t’s face 
it, g e n tlem en , th e  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r  does n o t go 
o u t a n d  fight th e  e n e m y  ”  w as rece iv ed  w ith  some 
a m u se m en t, so in  fu tu re  h e  w ill s tay  p u t  a n d  let the 
res t o f  th e  C o m p a n y  p ro te c t  h im .

T h e  lessons lea rn t o n  th is  exerc ise  w ere  indeed 
excellen t a n d  wre w ere  g rea tly  a ssis ted  b y  th e  A dju tan t 
w h o  c o u ld  b r in g  h is ex p e rien ce  to  play.

In  th e  n e x t issue  w e h o p e  to  b e  ab le  to  give you 
d e ta ils  o f th e  p rac tica l s tre e t f ig h tin g — E xercise  “  C or­
p o ra l I I I . ”

“  A  ”  CO M PAN Y

C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r  . . . . C a p t. S . J . C arter
P .S .I .  ................................................S g t. A lsopp
C .S .M ...........................................................W .O .2  G . H ills
C o lo u r-S e rg e an t . . C .Q .M .S . Jackson

W h e n  th e  N ew  Y ear s ta r te d  we w ere p rep a r in g  for 
th e  B rig ad e  F irs t-A id  C o m p e titio n , w h ich  took place 
in  M a rc h . O u r  tea m  w as coached  b y  o u r  P .S .I .,  Sgt. 
A Jsopp, w h o  wras on  th e  s ta ff o f  th e  C .D . School at 
M illo m , a n d  th e  te a m  w as v e ry  ab ly  led  b y  2 /L t. M. 
D o ran .

A m id  p rep a ra tio n s  fo r  th e  C o m p e titio n  w e had 
reh earsals  an d  p rac tices  fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  centenary 
c e leb ra tio n s, w h ich  w ere  h e ld  in  February '. These 
c e leb ra tio n s  to o k  th e  fo rm  o f  a series o f  m arches

th ro u g h  v a rio u s  b o ro u g h s  in  w h ich  w e h ave  o u r  T .A . 
C en tres . T h e  w e a th e r  w as n o t so k in d  to  us on  th is  
occasion an d  w e all g o t ra th e r  d am p , b u t  n o t d isp ir ited , 
and  su cceed ed  in  d is ru p tin g  th e  n o rm a l S a tu rd a y  traffic 
q u ite  successfu lly . T h is ,  w e  feel, h a d  a ce rta in  p u b ­
licity' value.

In  A p ril  w e  c o m b in ed  w ith  “  B ” C o m p a n y  and  
in ten d ed  to  go  o u t to  B u ck in g h am sh ire  an d  p rac tise  
assau lt r iv e r  c ro ss in g . H o w ev er, w e  w ere  n o t g ran te d  
perm iss io n  to  trav e l so  fa r  afield, a n d  w e se ttled  e v e n tu ­
ally' fo r  H e r tfo rd sh ire , a n d  p rac tise d  o u r  crew s o n  a 
s tre tc h  o f  w a te r  w h ich , th o u g h  n o t  as exp an siv e  as th e  
T h a m es , se rv ed  th e  p u rp o se  very' w ell. O bv iously , 
we e n d e d  th e  day  w 'ith a c u m b e rso m e  v e rs io n  o f the  
Boat R ace in  w 'hich th e  finalists, th e  W .O .s  an d  S e r­
geants, d e a d -h e a te d  w ith  th e  R an k  a n d  F ile , a fittin g  
end to  a v e ry  en jo y ab le  an d  in stru c tiv e  w eekend.

In  M a y  w e in v ited  a p a rty  fro m  H ig h g a te  S chool
C .C .F . to  th e  D e p o t a t M ill  H ill, w h e re  w'e fired  b o th  
the  S .L .R . an d  th e  S te rlin g  M .C . w h ich  m ad e  a change 
from  o u r  n o rm a l tra in in g .

T h e  las t d e ta il d e m o n s tra te d  th e  ra te  o f fire p ossib le  
w ith th e  S .L .R . an d  th e  accuracy  ob tain ab le .

By th is  t im e  w e w ere  p rep a r in g  fo r A n n u a l C am p 
w hich  was to  b e  h e ld  a t th e  S choo l o f  C iv il D efence, 
M illom . U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e  m ajority’ o f  th e  C o m p an y  
could on ly  m an ag e  o n e  w’eek in  cam p  th is  year. H ow - 
ver, th e  s ta f f  a t  M illo m  m ad e  th e  co u rse  so in te re s tin g  
that a t th e  e n d  o f  th e  f irst w eek th o se  th a t  w ere  r e tu rn ­
ing h o m e  w ish ed  th a t  th ey  co u ld  c o n tin u e  fo r the  
o th er week.

W e ro u n d ed  off th is  h a lf-y ea r w ith  a social evening , 
w hen w e e n te r ta in e d  "  B ” a n d  “  C  ”  C o m p an ies , 
w hich  w e h o p e  o u r  g u ests  en joyed  as m u ch  as we 
enjoyed h av in g  th em .

I t  w as w ith  reg re t th a t  w e lea rn ed  th a t  2 /L t.  P . R. 
Sedley w as b e in g  p o s te d  to  “  B ” C o m p a n y  in  v iew  o f 
his p ro x im ity  to  E nfie ld . I t  o ccu rs  to  us th a t  if  h e  had  
to leave u s  h e  m ad e  th e  n e x t b es t choice.

“ B ” CO M PA N Y
C om pany  C o m m a n d e r  . . M a jo r J. D . G u n n e ll 
2IC  C a p t. M . J . B eau m o n t
P -S .I ....................................................W .O .2  R . C u b itt
C .S .M .  W .O .2  J. W e b b
C o lo u r-S e rg ean t C .Q .M .S . M . L eah y

T h e  tim e  fo r th e  u su a l fra n tic  ru sh  to  ge t th is  q u a r ­
terly re p o r t  in to  p r in t  has  o n ce  again  passed , w h ich  
m eans, o f  co u rse , th a t  as u su a l th ese  n o tes a re  late! 
T here  is, th o u g h , m u ch  to  rep o r t fo r  n eed less to  say' 
we are  as ac tive  as ev e r an d  have h ad  good p ercen tag e  
a ttendances fo r  all o u r  tra in in g  a n d  social ac tiv ities  on 
the usua l T u e s d a y  an d  T h u r s d a y  ev en in g  d rill n ig h ts  
and w eekends.
. A p rac tice  classification  w eek en d  was h e ld  a t P ir-  
bright o n  M a y  14/15. I t  is h o p e d  th a t  th e  n ig h t o f th e  
hag in  th e  d istan ce  on  C e n tu ry  ran g e  a t  Bisley w ill 
inspire u s  m o re  w h en  w e classify  th is  m o n th !  L t. 
Beasley w as a n o ted  a b sen te e  b u t, no  d o u b t, h is  rival 
a ttrac tio n  a t a n o th e r  e v en t a t S t. J a m e s’s, P iccadilly , 
held b e tte r  p ro sp ec ts  fo r  h im — co n g ra tu la tio n s  on  y o u r 
m arriage to  M ary .

T h e  C o m p an y  w on  b o th  th e  in te r-C o m p a n y  .22

w in te r  co m p e titio n  a n d  rece ived  som e m u ch -n e e d ed  
cash  fo r th e  fu n d s  as w e have rec e n tly  b een  rash  an d  
p u rch a se d  a n u m b e r  o f  th in g s , in c lu d in g  a reco rd - 
p lay e r  a n d  b a d m in to n  racke ts. W e h e ld  a .22 co m ­
p e titio n  in  M a y  fo r th e  first tim e , w h ich  w ill be  h e ld  
a n n u a lly  fo r  an  in d iv id u a l p r iz e  b e tw een  th e  ju n io r  
N .C .O .s  an d  P riva tes. P te . B od ingfie ld  is to  be co n ­
g ra tu la te d  fo r  w in n in g  it— h e w as p rese n ted  w ith  a 
s ilv er sh ie ld  a n d  tro p h y  b y  C a p t. F . S . F u rn ess , w ho  
had  g iven  th e  sh ie ld  to  th e  C o m p an y . C a p t. F u rn e ss  
is a c o u n c illo r  in  S o u th g a te  a n d  th e  M a y o r’s rec ru itin g  
rep re se n ta tiv e ; he  is also a k een  T e r r i to r ia l  in th e  
R .E . a n d  takes a g rea t in te res t in  us, w h ich  is m u ch  
a p p rec ia ted . H e  w as aw ard ed  th e  M .B .E . in the  
B ir th d a y  H o n o u rs  th is  y ea r an d  w e  o ffer h im  o u r  
h e a rty  c o n g ra tu la tio n s .

C a m p  w as, o f  co u rse , th e  m ain  ev e n t o f  th is  p e rio d  
an d , n o  d o u b t,  m u c h  w'ill be  w ritte n  o f  it e lsew here, 
especially  as th e  C o m p a n y  w as s p li t  b y  th e  B atta lion  
o rg an isa tio n s  fo r  C iv il D efen ce  a n d  re c ru it  tra in in g , w ith  
th e  e x cep tio n s  o f  th e  3 6 -h o u r  exerc ise  in th e  s eco n d  w eek 
an d , o f  co u rse , th e  excellen t C o m p a n y  p a rty  o n  th e  
last n ig h t. T h e  w e a th e r  an d  th e  p o sitio n  o f  th e  cam ps 
a t  M illo m  d id  n o t  really  c o n tr ib u te  to w a rd s  a first-c lass 
p e rio d  o f  a n n u a l tra in in g  (no  m en tio n  o f  C .D . t ra in ­
in g !) . I t  w as a w elcom e re lie f  to  e v e ry b o d y  to  ge t 
to g e th e r  a n d  aw ay fro m  th e  cam p s d u r in g  th e  second 
w eek, w h en  th e  w e a th e r was k in d e r  a n d  w e fo u n d  an 
excellen t q u ie t  a n d  sh e lte re d  sp o t n e a r  L ak e  W in d e r-  
m ere  to  b ivvy  in . W e ad m in is te re d  ourselves, a n d  it 
was a s tra n g e  s ig h t to  see th e  C o lo u r-S e rg e an t a n d  2 IC  
s tir r in g  th e  s tew — it ta s te d  v e ry  w ell, especially  th a t  
su b tle  flavour th a t  som e p eo p le  called  b u rn t!  T h e  
m em b e rs  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  show ed  a firs t-c lass  sp ir it 
w h en  th e y  w ere to g e th e r, w h ich  w as sh o w n  in  fu ll in 
th is  exercise  a n d  th e  C o m p a n y  p a rty , a sp ir i t  w h ich  is 
p ecu lia r  to  an  a ll-v o lu n te er  fo rce  a n d  c e rta in ly  very  
re fre sh in g  in  th ese  days. M an y  w ill h ave  few  reco l­
lec tio n s  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  party ' th a t  was h e ld  w ith  
“  A  ”  C o m p a n y  fo r  o bv ious reasons, b u t  p e rh a p s  th a t 
is a good th in g !

I t  w as a sh o ck  to  h e a r  b e fo re  cam p  th a t  “  W h it ,”  o u r  
care tak er, h ad  d e c id e d  th a t  a fte r  n ea rly  12 years o f  
se rv in g  b eh in d  th e  b a r  in  th e  c an teen  he  w an ted  a rest 
a n d  w o u ld  like  to  b e  relieved  w h en  he  cam e back. 
M r. W h itc o m b e  has b een  a ssoc ia ted  w ith  th e  Enfield  
C o m p a n y  s in ce  1937, w h e n  h e  took  o v er th e  ho u se  
a d jo in in g  th e  D rill H all o n  b eco m in g  th e  C o m p a n y ’s 
P .S .I .  H e  e lec ted  to  s ta y  w ith  th e  B atta lio n  o n  th e  
o u tb re a k  o f  w a r  an d  se rv ed  w ith  it th ro u g h o u t as a
C .S .M . an d  w as aw ard ed  th e  M .B .E . in  1942. H e  
re tu rn e d  as c a re tak e r a fte r  th e  w ar, liv ing  in  th e  sam e 
hou se , w h ich  n eed less to  say is n ow  fo r th e  care taker, 
w h ere  he  rem a in s  to d ay . W h e n  B "  C o m p an y  
re tu rn e d  to  E nfie ld  in  1949 “  W h it  ”  w as asked if  he 
w o u ld  ru n  th e  b a r  fo r  a sh o rt  w h ile  u n til  so m eb o d y  
else co u ld  tak e  o v er— w ell, re lu c ta n tly  w e h ave  ju s t  
h ad  to  f ind  h is su ccesso r! “  W h it  ”  has alw ays b een  
a p o p u la r  figure  w ith  h is  fu n d  o f s to ries  an d  rem in is ­
cences an d  th e  C o m p a n y  p rese n ted  h im  w ith  a silver 
tab le  lig h te r  an d  ash  tray  a t a C o m p a n y  p a rty  on 
Ju ly  7. W e h o p e  th a t  w e shall see  h is  face as o u r  c a re ­
tak e r fo r  m an v  vears to  com e. W e w ere very  luckv  in
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fin d in g  su c h  an  ab le  su ccesso r to  “  W h it  ” in  th e  fo rm  
o f a n o th e r  O ld  C o m rad e , “  S h in y  ”  Sheffield , w ho  lives 
in  A lb u h e ra  C lose. W e  w o u ld  like  to  w elcom e you, 
M r. S heffie ld , a n d  h o p e  y o u  w ill b e  h a p p y  w ith  th e  
C o m p an y .

R e c ru itin g  is s till n o t g o ing  as fast as i t  sh o u ld  be, 
b u t  w e w o u ld  like  to  w elcom e P ts . T u r n e r ,  D u p ris , 
W e b s te r  a n d  W a tts  in to  th e  C o m p a n y  an d  h o p e  th a t  
th e re  w ill so o n  b e  m an y  m o re  to  fo llow  you.

T h e  to u g h  so ld ie r  co m p e titio n  w ill b e  u p o n  u s  in  
S e p te m b e r  an d  w e h av e  ju s t  s ta r te d  to  p ick  a tea m  w h ich  
w e a re  co n fid en t w ill d o  w ell. T h e  tea m  w ill b e  led 
b y  2 /L t.  S ed ley  w h o m , in c id en ta lly , w e w elcom e back  
to  us. F if te e n  s ta lw a rts  m arc h e d  to  S t. A lb an s last 
S u n d a v  a n d  w ill b e  s ta r tin g  to  t ra in  in  ea rn e s t n ex t 
w eek en d , so  look o u t th o se  se ttle rs  o f  c o m p la s te rs  and  
e la s to p la s t!

W e  a re  h a p p y  to  rec o rd  th a t  th e  E nfie ld  B ran ch  o f 
th e  R eg im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n  is th r iv in g  a n d  n ow  m eets  
in  o u r  c an teen  reg u la rly  o n  th e  f irst F r id a y  in  every 
m o n th . W e  a re  v ery  p leased  to  h av e  th e m  w ith  us 
a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f th e  y o u n g e r  se rv in g  m em b e rs  o f th e  
C o m p a n y  h av e  a lready  jo in e d . W e  h o p e  th a t  m o re  
w ill soon  follow  th em .

“  C  ”  C O M P A N Y

C o m p a n v  C o m m a n d e r  . . M a jo r  B. A . R eed , M.c.
2 1C .................................C a p t. M . A. H . L an v o n
C  S .M . W .O .2  C u rrv
c ’q .M .S .........................................C /S g t .  M o ra n
P .S . I . . .  S g t. T u r n e r

T h e  p as t q u a r te r  s ta r te d  off in  ro u sin g  sp ir its  w ith  
a C o m p an v  d an ce  h e ld  a t H o rn se y  o n  S a tu rd a y , 
A p ril  23. W e  w e re  gTeatly h o n o u re d  b y  th e  p resen ce  
o f  o u r  H o n o ra ry  C o lo n e l an d  h is  lady , a n d  w e s incerely

h o p e  th ey  en joyed  th em selv es . O f  th o se  in v ite d , only 
M a jo r  a n d  M rs . R . J . L e ig h to n  w ere ab le  to  su p p o rt  us, 
as th e  B rig ad e ’s sp rin g  exercise  in te rv en ed .

O u r  d ia ry  n o te s  th a t  one  o f  th e  h ig h lig h ts  o f  this 
e v e n t w as th e  th ro a ty  c ro o n in g  o f  S g t. S ta ck  to  a 
fren z ied  m ass o f  som e 100 ro ck  n ’ ro lle r s ! O u r  thanks 
go  to  th e  social c o m m ittee  fo r  th e i r  excellen t o rgan isa­
t io n  an d , o f co u rse , once again  to  S g t. an d  M rs . M oore 
fo r  p ro v id in g  a  firs t-c lass  buffe t.

T h e re  is on ly  one o c cu rren ce  o f  sign ificance recorded  
fo r  M a y  an d  th a t  w as a p rac tic e  c lassification  w eekend 
a t  P irb r ig h t.  D e sp ite  th e  j ib e s  a n d  r iv a lry  o f  successive 
b u t t  p a rties , th e  p rac tic e s  w e n t fa irly  sm o o th ly , and 
th e  h a n d lin g  o f  th e  L .M .G .,  a fte r  only  d rill  h a ll tra in ing  
in  th e  w in te r  m o n th s , w as o f  a reaso n ab le  stan d a rd .

A n d  so w e d e p a rte d , in  early  J u n e , fo r  w h at, un for­
tu n a te ly , tu rn e d  o u t to  b e  a v ery  d a m p  a n d  v e ry  w indy 
fo rtn ig h t  a t M illo m  b y  th e  sea.

O u r  n u m b e rs  a t c a m p  even  exceeded  th e  figures of 
1959 an d , o nce  again , w e w ere  easily  th e  s tro n g est of 
th e  th re e  R ifle C o m p an ies . F o r  tra in in g  w e w ere split 
fairly  ev en ly  b e tw e en  th e  re c ru it an d  C iv il Defence 
co u rses , n o t  fo rg e ttin g , o f  c o u rse , o u r  m an y  per­
m an e n tly  em p lo y ed ! A m o n g st th e  la tte r , P te . Ford 
e a rn e d  th e  g ra titu d e  o f  o n e  a n d  all d u r in g  th e  second 
w eek— w e g a th e r  th a t  coo k in g  w as n o t so g r im  as he 
rem e m b e re d  it in  th e  A .C .C .!

I t  is ru m o u re d  th a t  th e  ran k  a n d  file sq u a d s  d id  not 
f in d  C .D . tra in in g  q u ite  so a rd u o u s  as th e y  h a d  im agined 
— fo r, d e sp ite  g ru m b le s  a b o u t to o  m an y  d u tie s , that 
n o to rio u s  trio , P tes. B u tc h e r, K e ith  M u n ro  and 
H efferm an , a p p e are d  to  sp e n d  a v e ry  en jo y ab le  holiday 
am o n g st th e  b e a u tie s  o f  M illo m  to w n !

T h e  o p p o s ite  sex  even  seem ed  to  affect rec ru it  tra in ­
in g  a t t im e s, especially  w h e n  P te . L e g g e tt nearly  went

“  C  ”  C O M P A N Y  A T  T H E  A N N U A L  C A M P , M IL L O M , J U N E  14, i9 6 0
M a jo r  R eed  an d  the Rez-. D . S a v il l  zcith S g t .  S ta c k 's  P la toon move to E skdale  by M in ia tu re  R a ilw a y
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d em en ted  fro m  lack o f  a  ’p h o n e  b o o th . D e sp ite  th ese  
d istrac tin g  c ircu m stan ces , o u r  rec ru its  really  began  to  
look q u ite  so ld ie rly  b y  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  seco n d  week, 
and even  an k le ts  ap p e a re d  o n  p a ra d e  th e  r ig h t  w ay 
ro u n d !

T h e  on ly  t im e  th e  C o m p a n y  rea lly  g o t to g e th e r  was 
on o u r  15-m ile h ik e  a lo n g  th e  o ld  sm u g g le rs ’ ro u te  
over H a rd  K n o tt  an d  W ry n o se  passes. T h e  d ay  s ta rte d  
w ith a g en tle  r id e  u p  in to  th e  h ills  o n  th e  R avensglass 
M in ia tu re  R ailw ay, w ith  m an y  d ram a tic  poses fo r  th e  
rep resen ta tive  o f  th e  H ornsey Jo urna l.

D esp ite  th e  m ileage  a n d  th e  ru g g ed  te rra in , all ranks 
pu t in  a  v ery  sp ir ite d  a tta c k  o n  th e  d e fe n d e rs  o f  Fell 
Foot, an d  th e  c raw lin g  a n d  ro llin g  o f P tes. M o rso n  an d  
D uvigneau  h a d  to  b e  seen  to  b e  believed .

O n  th is  e n c o u ra g in g  n o te  y o u r  re p o r te r  m u s t  s ig n  off 
and aw ait th e  o u tco m e o f  th e  th ird  q u a r te r  o f th e  year.

“  S ”  C O M P A N Y
C om pany C o m m a n d e r  . . M a jo r  J . C . d u  P a rc  B raham  
2IC  . . C a p t. M u rra y  F o x
3-in. M o rta r  PI. C m d r . . . C a p t. G ed v e  
A n ti-T a n k  PI. C m d r. . . L t .  G ilkes
M .M .G . PI. C m d r. . . 2 L t. V an  de  Pol
C .S .M .......................................W .O .2  P ay n e
P .S .I. . .  S g t. T a y lo r
C o lo u r-S e rg ean t . . C .Q .M .S . M e d ca lf

T h e  tem p o  o f  tra in in g  in creased  to  fev er p i tc h  w h ich  
even C am p  M illo m  ceased  to  co m p le te , fo r  th e  C o m ­
pany h a d  h a rd ly  re tu rn e d  to  c iv ilian  life w h e n  only 
two w eeks a fte r  it w e n t fo r  w eek en d  field fir in g  to  L y d d . 
N eedless to  say, “  S ”  C o m p a n y  m issed  its  w eap o n s a t 
M illom . S o m eh o w  sp ecia lists  a re  m o re  a tta c h ed  to  
their la rg e r p ieces o f  a rm a m e n t th a n  a re  th e  riflem en. 
T h e  w eek en d  a t  L y d d , how ever, m ad e  u p  fo r  th a t. 
A very  successfu l f ir in g  to o k  p lace  o f  all th e  th re e  
w eapons. A t long  las t th e  A n ti-T a n k  P la to o n  fired  th e  
17-pounder a n d  th e  a im in g  w as good. C e rta in ly  h ad  
there b een  F a n ta s ia n  tan k s  th ey  w o u ld  h ave  h ad  a 
very h ig h  m o rta lity  rate .

T h e  3-in . m o rta r  f ir in g  fo r  effect w as also excellen t 
and received  th e  p raise  o f  th e  new  B rigade  C o m m a n d e r.

T h e  M a ch in e  G u n  P la to o n  is p re p a r in g  fo r b ig g er 
and b e tte r  th in g s , in c lu d in g  th e  re te n tio n  o f  th e  P e rrin g  
trophy a n d  to  im p ro v e  o n  th e  v e ry  goo d  resu lts  th ey  
obtained o n  th e  o th e r  sh o o ts  las t year.

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  C ap t. G ed y e  o n  h is p ro m o tio n , 
as well as to  S g t. Jam es  a n d  C p l. W est o n  th e irs.

T h e  3 -in . M o rta r  P la to o n  c e rta in ly  h o gged  th e  lis t o f 
prom otions in  “ S ”  C o m p an y .

O F F IC E R S ’ M E S S
“ W h ere  possib le , n o tes  sh o u ld  b e  ty p ed , d o u b le  

spacing, in  q u a d ru p lic a te .”  S o u n d s  a lm o st as good as 
the C ivil Serv ice . As th e  P .M .C . ty p is ts , civ ilian  an d  
niilitary, a re  b o th  o n  leave, th ese  n o tes  w ill b e  v e ry  
untidy an d  in co rrec tly  spe lt, an d  as fo r  q u a d ru p lica te —

ell! D o  yo u  m ind?
” C am p is lovely ,”  sa id  th e  ad v an ce  p a rty — w o n d e r­

ful w eather, a n d  b each  on ly  10 m in u te s ’ w alk  o v er th e  
dunes. In  th e  w o rd s o f  a g rea t o ra to r , “  N e v e r  was so 
tuuch tr ip e  ta lk ed  by  so few , to  so m a n y .”  I f  an y b o d y  
found th e ir  w av to  th e  b each  a fte r  th e  first day  it m u st

have  b een  d o n e  b y  ra d a r  a n d  in  m o n so o n  capes. G re a t ­
co a ts  a n d  o ilstoves w ere  b o th  u se d  to  k eep  us w arm  in 
th e  M e ss  te n t ,  w h ic h  itse lf  c o u ld  c e rta in ly  h ave  d o n e  
w ith  a “  f irs t-a id  ”  co u rse . C o m p a re d  w ith  m o st 
cam p s th e  M ess  w as v e ry  q u ie t, w h ich  m ay  h ave  b een  
th e  w e a th e r  o r  m ay  b e  w e a re  g e ttin g  o ld . O r  i t  m ay 
have  b e e n  th e  "  h a rd  ”  d a y ’s w o rk  w e d id  o n  F irs t-A id  
a n d  R escue.

In  sp ite  o f  th e  w e a th e r  th e  u su a l fu n c tio n s  to o k  
p lace w ith  a R eg im en ta l D in n e r  N ig h t o n  th e  first 
W ed n esd a y  even ing , a t w h ich  w e w elco m ed  th e  D iv i­
sional C o m m a n d e r , th e  C o lone l o f  th e  R e g im en t, and  
B rig ad ie r  W ilson , o u r  re tir in g  B rig ad ie r, to g e th e r  w ith  
several g u e s ts  f ro m  th e  o th e r  tw o B atta lio n s  an d  B rigade 
staff. I t  m u s t have b een  co ld  as th e  p a rty  gam es, led  
by  th e  G en era l, seem ed  to  s ta r t  m u c h  ea rlie r  th a n  usual. 
O r  m ig h t it h ave  b een  d u e  to  th e  B rigade  C ocktail 
P a r ty  b e fo re ' T h e  S e rg ea n ts ’ M ess cam e to  us o n  th e  
S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g  a n d  a very  g ood  ev en in g  was sp en t 
in  th e i r  M ess  in th e  seco n d  w eek.

T h e  P .M .C . m an ag ed  to  s lin k  o ff to  H o llan d  fo r  th e  
seco n d  w eek  o n  business , an d  as he  said  he  w as sa ilin g  
across th e  N o r th  Sea  in  a  “ - to n  y ach t w e  all lau g h ed  
v e ry  m u c h  an d  h o p e d  h e  w as h av in g  a “  sm o o th  ” 
c rossing . (L it t le  d id  th e y  k n o w  th a t  h e  w e n t across 
in  a 6 ,o o o -to n  s te a m er w ith  stab ilise rs .)

N o b o d y  seem s to  have co m e o r  g o n e  fro m  th e  M ess, 
b u t  w e w o u ld  like  to  wrelcom e o u r  new  C o m m an d er, 
B rig ad ie r  J . B. A. G len n ie , fro m  th e  1st R oyal Sussex, 
an d  h o p e  h is s tay  w ill b e  a h a p p y  one. H e  has a lreadv  
p a id  us th re e  v isits s in ce  c a m p ; so he  m u s t  like us! 
C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  F re d d ie  Bees ley o n  h is m arriag e .

P h o t o : L a m b e r t  H 'esto n  &  S o n ,  L t d . ,  Folkestone.

W IN N E R S  F A L L IN G  P L A T E , 5 4 th  IN F A N T R Y  
D IV IS IO N  R IF L E  M E E T IN G , A P R IL  3o -N L \Y  1, 

i9 6 0
L e f t  to r igh t; C p l. G iblin . C a p t. S tocken , L t .  R ichards, 

2 L t .  l 'a n  D e Pol
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SE R G EA N T S’ M ESS

T he most notable event recently has, of course, been 
Annual Camp at the Arm y School of Civil Defence at 
M illom  in Cumberland.

T he  weather could have been kinder to us, especially 
as we were in a tented camp, but even so the inter­
m ittent downpours and gales did not seem to dampen 
the Mess spirit too much.

The task of Caterer was very ably performed by Sgt. 
Graham, and in the kitchen we were well served by Cpl. 
Beare and Pte. Thurland. M ention should also be 
made of the excellent services given by our two civilian 
Mess waiters, Messrs. Colin and Dawson. T he  social 
side was notable for four events.

Firstly, we had the honour to be invited to the Officers’ 
Mess at lunchtime on the middle Saturday and were 
royally entertained by the Commanding Officer and 
the officers. I t  w;as a pity that just prior to us pro-

rdó

ceeding to the Officers’ Mess the R .S .M . had bad 
news from home and had to hurry back to London, 
and so missed a very happy occasion; but we are glad 
to know that at the time of writing M rs. Thom  and 
the children are progressing satisfactorily.

T he  other three events were the Mess evenings 
thrown in turn by the 6th Queens, the 8th Battalion, 
and ourselves. W e were perhaps fortunate in being 
the last because the Queens and the 8th set a very high 
standard, but thanks to the efforts of the P.M.C. 
(C .S .M . Holdford) and the Mess Committee and staff 
we think we more than held our own and a very fine 
evening ensued. W e were glad to be able to entertain 
the Commanding Officer and our officers at this event 
and so repay their hospitality, and we were also pleased 
to see so many of our friends from the other Sergeants’ 
Messes of the Brigade, and also the School Mess; and 
the fact that so many of them stayed to the bitter end 
is sure testimony to a first-class evening.

8th BATTALION 
THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 

(D.C.O.), T.A.
“  H.Q.”  CO M PANY

During the past three months “ H .Q . ”  Company has 
passed through the most important part of the Bat­
talion year, in that we have done our annual training 
which was held at the Arm y School of C ivil Defence, 
M illom , Cumberland.

T he  Civil Defence training was entered into with the 
customary enthusiasm by all the Company, except the 
Signals and Drums, who continued to do their conven­
tional training in an endeavour to build these two 
Sections up to strength again after the year’s wastage.

Under the captaincy of Sgt. Kemp and despite strong 
opposition from the Rifle Companies, we did extremely 
well at the Battalion Rifle Meeting, coming away with 
the China Cup, Queen M ary Rapid, and the Shooting 
Cup.

O ur M .T .  Section is now beginning to make itself 
felt within the Company and have recorded their first 
major victory in the 47 Infantry Brigade M otor Cycle 
Trials, which w'as won by Pte. J. C. Kelly.

W e extend a warm welcome to M ajor James who has 
joined us from the 4th Dorsets, and wish him a happy 
stay at the head of the Company.

“  A  ”  CO M PANY
“ A  ” Company finally gained the Battalion Basket­

ball Cup on the Monday before Annual Camp, after a 
tussle with 11 B ” and “ S ” Companies, both of whom 
we had tied with in the final. Congratulations to the 
team, w'ho comprised Cpls. Fames and Harvey, L/Cpls. 
Constant and Marshall, and Ptes. Cowie, Kelly and 
M iller.

The Civil Defence work at M illom  made a pleasant 
change this year, even though an abortive attempt was 
made to prevent us arriving there on the train from  
St. Pancras.

Congratulations to Cpl. Elston on gaining top marks 
in the final examination of the Light Rescue Leaders’ 
Course (out of the whole Battalion), and to Sgt. Nuthall 
and Cpl. Fames for tying for third place.

Blackpool was the mid-fortnight attraction at camp, 
which everyone managed to visit at some time or 
another in either gale or downpour.

W ith  camp behind us, “ A  ” Company now have 
their sights firmly fixed on the Middlesex “ Tough 
Training ” weekend in September, and training for 
our next weekend on July 23/24 w ill be on the Obstacle 
Course at Penn Street after a “ bash-out ” from Cowley.

W e had an evening scheme with D  ” Company in 
the Harvil area in M ay which everyone enjoyed, but 
due to distance and preparation for camp by the P.S.I.s 
no time was left for a get-together afterwards. One 
question that “ A  ” Company were asking themselves, 
however, was why blankets and ropes w'ere brought out 
by “  D  ” Company.

There has been little time for socials this last quarter, 
although L /C p l. Reynolds continues ably to dispense 
the drinks. A t the time of writing, Sgt. Callaghan is 
on a well-earned leave, spent we believe somewhere 
between Germany and Austria.

“ B ” CO M PANY
The last quarter has seen comings and goings in 

“ B ” Company on an almost unpredictable scale. We 
made our sad farewell to our Company Commander, 
Capt. G . P. B. Heming, -who is now living with his 
wife and family in New Zealand. W e shall miss his 
vigorous presence deeply, and trust that he will make 
as many good friends there as he had left here. Capt. 
David Lusty has also left us, due to extreme pressure 
of work. W e welcome Capt. Harold Couch from 
“ C ” Company as our new O .C ., and wish him every 
success with his new command. W e welcome, too. 
2 /L t. Bob T e tt from “ H .Q .” Company and Lt. Davi 
M ant from 5th Royal Hamps. O ur Company cler', 
Pte. C. Kingsyon, has left us to join the Regular Army, 
where he will, we are sure, make his name. PteS- 
Jones and M arling have gone out and our new additions
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The Winning Team of the 
,\\th (H . C .) Divisional Rifle 

Meeting— “ China Cup ”

Photo:
Lambert Weston &  Son, Ltd.. 
Folkestone.

are Ptes. Bowler, M ilne, M cNab, O ’Shaughnessy and 
Walker. It  is encouraging to see several ex-Cadets 
among the new arrivals.

During this period there has been constant activity 
in Churchfield Road, especially from the Nijmegen 
team, who have been marching vast distances in all 
weathers. They are due to travel to Holland on 
July 23 and we hear that never before has organisation 
been so well planned, for with Cpl. Walton and his 
motor caravan following them how could they want for 
anything ? Incidentally, all the cost has been raised 
within the Company, thanks to an unofficial beer tax. 
Contrary to the pessimists’ views, this has positively 
raised bar sales. There has also been some energetic 
raffling of various bottles of spiritual comfort, an 
iniquitous system of “ fines ” imposed upon the less 
able darts players, and last, personal gifts from Guy 
Heming and Bert Smith.

Annual Camp came and went. As always, the Com­
pany excelled with Pte. Walker winning the Special 
Recruits Cup and Pte. O ’Shaughnessy taking the Best 
Shot Aw’ard with Marksman Standard on both weapons. 
When the Civil Defence training finished, half the 
Company went marching around Ullswater and the 
remainder played enemy on the Battalion Exercise. 
It was all good clean fun, if  possibly a trifle damp.

Now we are working hard for the “ Tough Training ” 
Competition, in which wre hope to repeat last year’s 
convincing success. There is a busy time ahead of us, 
with field firing at Hangmoor and assorted weekends.

e have adopted the principle of taking senior Cadets 
with us on these training weekends wherever possible, 
ar>d the keenness has been quite remarkable. Assault 
course training, with a view to the 11 Tough Training,” 
goes on apace, with visits to M ill  H ill and the odd craft 
tr*p to Pirbright.

W e have managed to persuade Pte. King that the 
Policeman’s salute, whilst being very smart, is hardly 
military, and “ Nobby ” Clarke has tried to persuade

him that he is growing old, but we refuse to take that 
too seriously. There is a rumour that “ Nobby ” may 
be leaving us soon. As he is one of the old sweats of 
the Company we shall be sorry to lose him.

Things are looking good at the moment. The Com­
pany has settled down well under the new management 
and we anticipate a very active time in the three months 
ahead of us.

“  D ”  CO M PANY
Company Commander 
2 IC
Platoon Commander 
Platoon Commander

W e w'elcome to Hendon

Capt. A . A. Holmes 
Lt. S. L. J. Henshaw 
Lt. L. S. R. McDonald  
2 /L t. G. L. B. Taylor 

2 Lt. G . Tavlor from the
Battalion and we have entrusted him with the leadership 
of the Company “ Tough Training ” team. Last year 
this arduous competition was won by one of the 8th 
Companies and this year we hope that the cup (or 
rather the barrel of beer) will be delivered to " D  ” 
Company at Hendon. I t  is easier said than done, but 
Lt. Henshaw, who last year had practical experience of 
the tests, is guiding the training of our team, and we wish 
Lt. Taylor in this, and in the years to come, all good luck.

Another welcome addition to our numbers is our new' 
caretaker, ex-P.S.I. Sgt. Jolly of the Royal West Kents, 
wrho we hope will rejoin the Company and so renew' 
the happy association of former years. We wish him 
and Mrs. Jolly a very pleasant life in Hendon.

Recruiting figures are on the up and up. We have 
returned from our Annual Camp at M illom  where we 
have learned howr to tie a bowline and aid the Civil 
Defence. It  was a new experience for most of us and 
sent us all home with a good deal of very' practical 
knowledge of modem military problems.

We congratulate L  Cpls. Clark and Taylor upon the 
new's of their engagements.

W e welcome to “ D  ” Company Recruits Lord. 
Mahoney, M urphy, Clark and Ginger.
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“ S ” CO M PANY
The Company offered its heartiest congratulations to 

Capt. Hogg on the occasion of his marriage on M arch 26. 
W ith  our presentation of a cigarette box we borrowed 
a phrase from him and wished both bride and groom a 
life of “ absolute bliss.”

Elements of all Support Platoons rallied to the Bat­
talion Rifle Meeting on April 2-3, but alas, we were 
not able to pull off any team events. However, three 
members of the Company won the following individual 
awards:—

L t. M urray . . Best Officer Shot.
Sgt. Tarry  . . P .S .I. and Sergeants’ Mess Cups.
Cpl. Young . . Best other rank score.

Sgt. “ T o p p e r” Brown tooks his A nti-Tank Platoon 
to Lydd on April 23-24 and was able to put them 
through their paces without too many interruptions 
caused by shipping. In  response to a last-minute
S.O.S., Sgt. Brown paid a subsequent visit to Lydd to 
instruct 7th Middlesex in the art of gunnery.

Having lost the Perring Trophy for the first time last 
year, the M .M .G . Platoon have a look of quiet deter­
mination as they go about their gun drill.

T he  recently-formed 3-in. M ortar Section at Staines 
T .A . Centre are eagerly looking forward to their first 
live shoot on the Hangmoor Range. Sgt. Bartholomew 
can now be seen at Staines introducing his new boys 
to the niceties of mortar gun drill.

W ith  an eye to economy in the use of Battalion 
transport the “ Tough Training team can be seen 
every Sunday afternoon heading for the nearest assault 
course in a variety of motor vehicles. The team this 
year w ill consist of Capt. Hogg, Sgt. Lloyd, Cpl. 
Young, and Ptes. Ratcliffe, Tabrar and Winters.

O FFICERS’ M ESS
Col. Crawford, who commanded the Battalion during 

the last W orld W ar, was present at our Cocktail Party 
in M ay when we celebrated Albuhera. The accom­
panying photograph shows (left to right) M ajor Alec 
Clarke, Lt.-C o l. I.  D . Brotherton, Col. M ervyn Craw­
ford, and Capt. W . E. Hughes.

A  Centenary- Ball has been arranged for October 21 
this year (a Friday) at the K ing’s Head Hotel, Harrow- 
on-the-Hill, from 8 p.m. until 1 a.m. M uch work is 
being done to ensure that this All-Ranks Ball is a success 
and it would be very pleasing to see as many former 
members of the Battalion as possible. Tickets can be 
obtained from the Adjutant at Hanworth Road, 
Hounslow. Please make a note in your diary- and thus 
ensure the evening’s success.

A t the 44 (H .C .) Divisional Rifle Meeting in M ay the 
Battalion rifle teams won M atch 2 of the China Cup, 
and a photograph of the successful teams shows that 
both the C.O. and the 2 IC  helped once again to main­
tain our traditional high standards. A t camp this year 
the Sergeants beat the Officers at Association football 
for the first time for many years.

I t  was with regret that we learned of the death in 
New  York of Capt. Easterbrook of the Royal Marines, 
who, whilst with us nine years ago before joining the 
Corps, was one of our ablest boxers, and a most popular 
officer.

571 L.A.A. REGIMENT, R.A.,
(9th Battalion The M iddlesex Regiment 

(D.C.O.), T.A.)
Our notes in the last issue of The Die-Hards were 

concerned almost exclusively with activities at Bude. 
Although a few lingering echoes of these w ill be found 
in the notes below, on the whole the Regiment has 
temporarily turned its back on practice camp and the 
more technical aspects of gunnery-, and has moved on 
to pastures new.

An otherwise uneventful return from the depths of 
Cornwall was marked by some masterly driving by 
Craftsman Carey of the Regimental Workshop, who, at 
the cost of bending his own 3-tonner, prevented what 
might well have been a very- serious accident involving 
several vehicles. His presence of mind and prompt 
reaction to an ugly situation, on the main A30 road 
near Honiton, brought him a letter of congratulation 
from a passing legal dignitary who happened to witness 
the incident.

It  is doubtful, however, whether anyone can have 
congratulated the owner-driver of the vintage Bentley, 
which was subsequently driven at high speed into the 
stationary- Scammel sent to recover Carey’s vehicle. 
T he Scammel proved to be remarkably solid!

In  m id-M ay the Regiment held an “ Open ” Evening, 
when members were invited to bring along their friends 
and show them what the Regiment has to offer. Some 
hard work by the P.S.I.s produced an excellent display 
of equipment, which, backed up by a number of other 
attractions— notably the miniature ranges and the Band 
— impressed a dozen of our visitors sufficiently- to make 
them ask if  they could join us. W e have been following 
up with a series of displays at various local events an 
sundry- other recruiting activities, but the resulting now 
of recruits still leaves us with a lot of vacancies agains 
establishment. “ Die-Hards ” with sons, relatives or 
friends of eligible age, please note! Send them alon* 
to us, and we will undertake to keep them busy!
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The Commanding Officer, Lt.-Col. J. R. Doyle, T.D., R.A. ( T.A.), presenting prizes at the Regimental Rifle Meeting 
on July 10. A  number of Old Comrades are among the spectators

A good deal of time has been spent on weapon train­
ing in the last few months. Recent recruits have been 
introduced to the mysteries of T .O .E .T .s  and I.A .s and 
older soldiers have been reminded of them, while, in 
addition, we have spent two very pleasant day-s on the 
ranges. On June 18, a number of people fired their 
annual range course, returning some truly- remarkable 
results in the process; and on July 10 over two-thirds 
of the Regiment, plus a number of families and Old  
Comrades, turned out for our Annual Rifle Meeting 
which w-as held this vear at Rainham.

The winner of the Hargreaves Challenge Cup for 
the best shot in the Regiment w-as Cpl. M cHugh of the 
Workshop, who, in drizzly conditions w-hich w-ere far 
from ideal, returned a score of 62 out of a possible 65. 
The Old Comrades’ Competition w-as won by M r.  
^agstaffe, and the results of other individual events 
were as follows:—

Harris Officers’ Challenge Cup . . Lt. Hunt.
Sergeants’ Mess Cup . . . . Sgt. Penny.
Rank-and-File Cup Cpl. McHugh.
Harrow Rifles Recruits’ Cup . . Gnr. Tow-ill.
Gen. Wauchope L .M .G . Cup . . S/Sgt. Howe.
The inter-Battery events, which were held in the 

afternoon, w-ere both w-on by “ Q ” Battery— the Sholl 
Rifle Cup easily- and the Anwyll-Passingham L .M .G .  
Cup by one point from the Regimental Workshop. 
Our gladiators are now looking forward to the County- 
Association Rifle Meeting on September 25, when, it is 
"hispered, they hope to show their cousins in the 7th 
and 8th Battalions (and others) how- to shoot!

Other activities in the past three months have in­
cluded a most interesting but sobering lecture by the 
Chief Civil Defence Officer of Hendon; and, in the 
depths of the Regimental Office, the outwitting of a 
Documentation Inspection team, which was carried out 
s° successfully- that they gave us a “ Very Good ” 
^Port. Congratulations, S Sgt. Howe! W e have also 
been keeping an eye on the Regular Army, both at

Chatham, where we sent some spies to watch a demon­
stration of military- engineering, and in South Wales, 
whither tw o of our officers went in early July on attach­
ment to a Regular Gunner Unit. W e are pleased to 
report that both delegations were distinctly impressed 
by all they saw!

The Band has been much in evidence, as usual, 
under the vigorous leadership of M r. Barnes. Notable 
occasions on which they- have played include the Old 
Comrades’ D inner on M ay 14, the match against 
Hampstead Heathens at the Depot on June 19, the 
Rifle Meeting on July 10, and a Regimental Guest 
Night at Edgware on July 16. Guests on this last 
occasion included the Colonel of the Regiment, Brigadier 
Willoughby, the Commander of 30 A.A. Brigade, 
Brigadier Hepper, the Chairman of the County T erri­
torial Association, Brigadier Flavell, and the Member 
for Harrow East, Commander Anthony Courtney.

And so to the future. These notes have been written 
in mid-July-, and ere they appear in print several weeks 
will have passed. Plans designed to keep our members 
occupied include Battery, Regimental and Brigade 
Exercises, and, by way of light relief, training of teams 
for the County Association Rifle Meeting and " Tough 
Training ” Competition. It  is rumoured, too, that 
certain personnel are to be allowed weekend leave to 
see their families over the Bank Holiday!

“  P ”  BATTERY
Our modest success in recruiting has given the 

Battery a change of face. A significant proportion of 
our numbers have never served with a Regular Unit 
and have, therefore, to be taught the rudiments of 
Army life as well as the technicalities of gunnery.

Prior to and during Annual Camp the emphasis was 
essentially upon technical training, in order that the 
maximum advantage could be obtained from a firing 
camp. Recently, training has been more general, 
covering such basic matters as foot drills, rifle and
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Bren. As always, the services of long-serving W .O.s  
have been invaluable for this instruction.

In  July, a weekend exercise was held in the delightful 
countryside on the outskirts of Hertford. The prin­
ciple object was to live in the field, relying upon our 
own resources to secure the maximum comfort. The  
roast turkey bore striking testimony to the success of 
the exercise. A  gunnery demonstration was given to 
the local residents in exchange for the use of swimming 
pool facilities.

I t  is with great pleasure that we offer our congratu­
lations to M ajor M cDiarm id on the birth of a daughter. 
This long-awaited event came as a relief to all members 
of the Battery. Nothing succeeds like success.

“  Q ”  BATTERY
The notes in the M arch Die-Hards promised a “ fuller 

report on our activities next tim e.” Fortunately Bat­
tery life has been full and diverse in the interv al and the 
difficulty is keeping to the brevity which the Editor 
demands.

In  spring a young Gunner’s fancy often turns to 
thoughts of training for camp. This year, on Easter 
Saturday, in perfect weather, we pointed our motor 
cars, mopeds and bicycles towards the West, w ith a 
winter of training behind us.

Training Layers was campers’ top priority and the 
Battery achieved a fair measure of success by classifying 
six men up to Class I I I  and four to Class I I .  I t  was 
credited w ith a half-share in two sleeves, although 
observers were confident that both were ours! Partly, 
it was said, because of his chagrin at being knocked out 
of the Football Competition in the first round, B .S .M . 
M itchell determined that the Battery would win the 
Lines Competition, and the cup was duly carried off. 
This was apparently the reason why the B .S .M . was 
rarely to be seen on the firing point. He was invariably 
in " Q  " Batters- lines whitewashing coal buckets and 
scraping broom handles!

A fortnight after camp— after a period of recovery 
which still didn’t allow the enthusiasm to fade— an 
“ A t Home ” was held at Kingsbury, designed to 
“ scent ” new recruits rather than frogmarch them  
through the doors. Recruits did arrive and so far since 
camp we have succeeded in increasing our strength by 
over 10 per cent.

W ith  an early camp behind us we have been able to 
look forward to a summer of mobile training, which will 
have its climax at weekend exercises on the Aldershot 
Training Area and in the Norfolk we know so well!

The performance of the Batten,- at the Regimental 
Rifle Meeting in July— both team events, Bren and 
rifle, were won by the Battery, and the Battery provided 
the Champion Sergeant, Sgt. Penny, and runners-up in 
the Recruits’ Cup, Gnr. Jones, and Individual Bren 
Competition, Capt. Cooper— suggests that the Batten- 
wili be well able to defend its guns against the infiltra­
tions we know so well on mobile exercises.

“  R ”  BATTERY
Firing Camp was as enjoyable as ever, and many 

Layers gained valuable experience during the fortnight 
at Bude. An Officers’ Detachment drilled with con-

fardó

spicuous efficiency— in their opinion at least— on the 
L70, even managing to clear a stoppage! During 
camp, Sgt. Beriy went up in a Vampire— and came 
back— whilst Capt. Swann, not to be outdone, piloted 
an Auster for a few seconds. In  the Inter-Battery 
Six-a-Side Soccer Competition the Batten.- team made 
the mistake of conceding a comer, and found when the 
whistle blew with the score at 1— 1 that they had lost.

Since camp, the highlight has been the Regimental 
Rifle Meeting held at Rainham in testing conditions. 
L t. H unt distinguished himself by winning the Officers’ 
Cup, in the absence of Capt. Sanderson, also of “ R ” 
Battery, who was earning the money before the 
meeting. Gnr. Tow ill won the Recruits’ Cup by a 
convincing margin, somehow scoring about twice as 
many points as his nearest rival. In  the meantime, the 
training of drivers is proceeding rapidly on training 
nights and at weekends.

W e were all very sorry to hear recently of the death 
of L  Bdr. Steptoe after a sudden attack of pneumonia. 
H e was a very long-standing member of the Regiment 
and we send our sincere condolences to M rs. Steptoe.

TH E HO NG KO N G  R EG IM EN T
T he main event of the quarter, as far as the affiliation 

of the two Regiments is concerned, was the celebration 
of Albuhera Day on M ay 16. On the Sunday before 
Albuhera Day the new Dean of St. John’s Cathedral 
was installed and so it was a very large congregation, 
including H .E . The Officer Administering Government 
and the Commander, British Forces, which watched 
past and present members of the Middlesex Regiment 
process through the Cathedral before Capt. R. M . Cain 
laid the wreath at the foot of the Regimental Var 
Memorial.

T he  Bishop was kind enough to open his sermon by 
quoting the example of service given by men of the 
Middlesex Regiment and H .K .V .D .C . fighting together 
in the defence of the Colony in 1942.

After a gathering in the R .H .K .D .F . Sergeants Mes? 
the party spent the afternoon visiting Sai V a n  and 
Stanlev cemeteries, at each of which a short service was 
held by the Rev. Foster and a wreath laid. R.S.M- 
Budden laid the wreath at Sai W an and M r. Bull at 
Stanley.

On M ay 16 a dozen “ Die-Hards ” met for dinner 
in the Officers’ Mess of the Volunteer Centre, and by 
all accounts the occasion was very thoroughly cele­
brated. T he  only guest this year was the Commanding 
Officer, Lt.-C o l. T .  A . M . Twaddle.

Training has continued steadily throughout the 
quarter w ith the emphasis on Company weekend exer­
cises. As usual, some were fortunate with the weather, 
while others were not. On July 8 D  Company 
took part in the Colony Exercise “ Blue Lamp and 
were given an independent task supported by am 
“ B ” Company provided the enemy. The A.C -1 
worked perfectly and the air strike was most impressive, 
particularly from the enemy's point of view.

Ceremonial has again occupied a large share 0 
training time. Queen’s Birthday was celebrated by * 
usual march round Kowloon and the Regiment provided 
the Band and Drums and two Companies. This year
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the rain kept o ff and the parade w as voted a success.
“  B  ”  C om pany provided the G overnm ent H ouse 

guard on the occasion o f Foundation D ay  and also the 
quarter-guard fo r the v isit o f G en . S ir  Roderick M cL eo d  
to the headquarters on Ju ly  21.

Canada Day was marked by the traditional ceremony 
at Sai W an on July 1, but this year the firing party- 
reverted to old custom by being dressed in No. 3 
Dress. Six Buglers from the Corps of Drums sounded 
the calls and for the first time played in harmony- 
after a fashion made famous in Hong Kong by7 the 
Buglers of our affiliated Regiment.

W e were pleased to hear o f the nom ination o f R .S .M . 
Robertson. A rgyle  and Sutherland H ighlanders, as 
next R .S .M . I f  w e can no longer have a M iddlesex 
R .S .M . then one from  the sister Regim ent is surely the 
next best thing.

EXTRACTS FRO M  BRIGADE NEW SLETTER  No. 7
T h e four items o f sartorial news since L etter N o. 6 

are, first, that the Brigade M ess K it  has been finally- 
approved by  the W ar Office D ress Com m ittee and can 
now be w orn by  all officers in the B rigade; three officers 
on the Brigade D epot sta ff and the D .A .A .G ., M ajor 
Snowdon, are due to appear in it at any moment. 
Secondly, that the M idd lesex Regim ent, who up to now 
seem barely to have had a mention in this Letter, are 
now authorised to w ear the scarlet band round the 
No. 1 D ress cap and the scarlet p ip in g on N o. 1 Dress 
epaulettes. T h is  is in accordance w ith H er M ajesty ’s 
recent approval o f the proposal that, in Brigades in 
which the Regim ents com posing it are predom inantly 
Royal, all Regim ents shall w ear such Royal insignia and 
embellishments. T h ird ly , that the Royal lanyard w ill, 
as soon as it is in production, be w orn by  W .0 .2S and 
below o f the Q ueen’s Royal Su rrey  Regim ent (whose 
officers and W .O .is  w ill continue to w ear the Royal 
Marine lanyard) and b y  all ranks o f the Royal Sussex 
Regiment. A n d  lastly, that at the next Council o f 
Colonels m eeting, to be held on Septem ber 16, a 
decision w ill be m ade as to the pattern o f O fficers’ 
Service D ress w hich, ow ing to the introduction in the 
near future o f this type o f uniform  for w ear by other 
ranks, w ill shortly be, once again, the daily peace-tim e 
dress for officers, ju st as it was up until 1939- T h ere  
will be few- w ho w ill m ourn the disappearance o f Battle 
Dress and there can surely be no sm arter or more 
suitable attire for officers than Service D ress w hich, at 
one time or another and w ith  but sm all modifications, 
has been so slavishly- copied by practically every other 
army in the w orld.

Finally, and as usual, some rem arks about the never- 
ending problem  o f recruiting, .\lthough there can be 
no cause w hatever for anything approaching com­
placency and although the Brigade as a whole is far 
from being out o f the w ood, it is obvious that our 
combined efforts are beginning to bear fruit. T h e  
figures for the first five months o f this year do show an 
•mprovement and are. incidentally, in m arked and satis­
factory contrast to the figures for a num ber o f the other 
four-regiment Brigades. T h is  is h ighly commendable 
^ d  everyone who has been concerned, actively or 
Passively, w-ith this im provem ent is to be congratulated

and encouraged. But despite that there is no doubt at 
all that during the remaining few- months of this year 
(this is written early in July) an exceptional and tre­
mendous effort must be made in order to persuade as 
many as possible of the right type of National Service­
man that the Regular A rm y in general, and one or 
other of the Regiments in the Brigade in particular, is 
the right and proper place for him. Internal recruiting 
has improved a great deal over recent months, but the 
sands are running out and all too soon the last intakes 
wrill be upon us and under training.

T o  all those in any way concerned— and there are a 
very large number of y-ou— the Brigade Colonel would 
therefore like to send this message: M ake all the last 
remaining National Servicemen (the good ones, that is 
to say) feel that there is a place waiting for them in the 
Brigade and that they w ill be doing the best thing, for 
themselves as well as for the Brigade, by filling that 
place. W e professional soldiers all know what Service, 
with a capital “ S,” means and what full-blooded value 
we all get out of a life such as ours. We know* zll that; 
they don’t. And it  is up to us to lead them onto our 
particular field of play, show them how the game goes 
and tell them that there’s a place in the team which 
needs filling. I f  this is done with conviction and sin­
cerity then your efforts can only be crowned with 
success. So go to it, every one of you, and good luck 
attend you.

CRICKET W EEK, i960
Those of us who w-ere fortunate enough to be able 

to play or w-atch Cricket Week this year could have 
very little to complain about regarding the weather, 
except perhaps, to wish for more frequent iced drinks. 
As far as memory records the sun was never concealed 
even by the smallest cloud throughout the five days, 
and the thermometer soared into the eighties.

O ur fortunes were mixed in that we won two games, 
beating the Hampstead Heathens by 123 runs and the 
Sandhurst Wanderers also by the fair margin of five 
wickets. However, we lost the remaining three 
matches. It  can be said at any rate that we never 
allowed a tame draw, which is always an unsatisfactory- 
state of affairs to develop.

The week opened as usual with the match against 
the Free Foresters who had brought a very strong 
batting side down. M uch to our surprise (and no 
doubt to theirs) we managed to bowl them out for 223. 
which is only a modest score on the Depot ground. 
Pte. Toole, a clerk on the Depot staff and former 
Middlesex young amateur player, and Capt. W ollo- 
combe shared the wickets equally. There was one 
splendid catch in the deep field made by Capt. Pike 
who was, perhaps, unused to guarding such a great 
expanse of boundary. He w ill himself recall this catch 
for many years, if  only because a few minutes earlier 
he had gallantly- allowed an equally hard-hit ball to 
strike him firmly on the chest, resulting in his being 
unfit to play in the Sandhurst Wanderers game the 
following Wednesday. Unfortunately this earlier catch 
was not held.

O ur innings got off to a good and bright start with a 
stand of 36 very quick runs by Capt. Pike (a self-
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nominated opener) and 2,'Lt. Lofting. No. 3 was Pte. 
Toole, who was out to a rather doubtful l.b.w. decision. 
However, L t. Pickard and Capt. Wollocombe took the 
score from 46 for 3 to 107 before Capt. Wollocombe 
was out.

A t this point the batting collapsed, apart from Lt. 
Pickard who continued to play beautifully until he was 
out for 53. W e were eventually all out still needing 
80 runs to win. The irony was that before the fourth 
wicket fell we were well ahead of the clock.

For the first time for many years we defeated the 
Hampstead Heathens. This achievement was entirely 
due to 2 L t. Lofting, who played the best and most 
forceful innings seen at M il l  H ill certainly within the 
memory of the writer. Admittedly he was given three 
chances, but on each occasion the ball was moving so 
fast that only a Test cricketer of some standing could 
have been expected to catch it. H e made 151 out of 
our total of 244. O f the other batsmen, only Capt. 
Crumley offered any real support, but such was the 
power and domination of 2 L t. Lofting’s batting that 
it did not seem to matter. H e hit eight sixes and 13 
fours in an innings that lasted little over 90 minutes.

In  the field, however, we showed more team spirit, 
encouraged no doubt by 2 L t. Lofting’s magnificent 
effort. A ll our bowlers claimed at least one wicket, 
L t. Higton and Capt. Wollocombe claiming three each, 
the last falling w ith 124 still needed for the Heathens 
to win.

I t  was thus in a mood of keen anticipation of further 
victories that we entered the game against the Cryptics 
and we were very nearly justified. The batting went 
moderately well with Capt. Legge making a very 
pleasant 49 and Capt. Gilham and Pte. Toole suppor- 
ing well with 35 and 23 respectively. 2 L t. Lofting, 
suffering from a natural reaction to his triumph of the 
day before, made only one run. W e were eventually all 
out for 151, a total usually considered to be too slender 
for M ill  H ill.

Capt. Pike then bowled magnificently, even after 
some determined batting by the Cryptics early batsmen. 
W e were struggling with ever-increasing gloom with 
this total at 130 and only four wickets down, when 
Capt. Pike struck three telling blows to make them 
seven wickets down for only 132. T he  fielders were 
stung into feverish activity at the sudden unexpected 
prospect of victory and their hopes seemed perfectly 
justified. Unfortunately, thanks to some dogged bat­
ting by P. L . Crawford and some firm defensive play 
by J. E. Toon, the Cryptics gradually regained the 
initiative and won without further loss.

Against the Incogniti we had the great misfortune of 
losing the toss, and being forced to bat second on a 
pitch which completely broke up later in the day. It  
played quite well during the morning and we did well 
to dismiss our opponents for 156. Towards the latter 
part of their innings, however, Cullen was able to 
make the ball turn sharply with his slow left-arm  
spinners and this was a sign of things to come. Unfor­
tunately for us the Incogniti were armed with a left-arm  
spinner called P. Simpkins, who is well known in minor 
county cricket as a good bowler even on a firm wicket. 
O n this crumbling surface he was almost unplayable.

O nly L o ftin g  going in first was able to deal at all effec­
tive ly  w ith  him , and this w as the result o f superb con­
centration coupled w ith  considerable skill.

W e w ere beset by  the tragedy o f a run-out w'hen the 
w icket was still reasonably firm , when C apt. Crumley 
w as run out after a m isunderstanding w'ith Lofting. 
T h is  m ishap started our collapse and, as the wicket 
broke up, the Incognitis total quickly becam e more and 
m ore unattainable as the ball du g into the sub-soil and 
twisted away from  the outside leg stum p to a foot wide 
o f the off. W e w ere all out for only 98, L t . Perkins 
being the only other batsm en to offer any resistance.

W e again lost the toss against the Sandhurst Wan­
derers, but this time the w icket had been soundly 
watered the night before and held together w ell.

T he Wanderers batted competently against some very 
good medium pace bowling from Pte. Toole, Major 
P. G . Thompson and Lt.-C o l. J. Bennett both making 
very good 50s. However, the Wanderers had to rely 
almost entirely on two medium-pace bowlers, both of 
whom bowled very consistently. Eventually the strain 
began to tell, and after another good innings of 73 by 
Lofting and a very useful 53 by Toole, we passed their 
total of 203 with five wickets in hand. This brought 
to a fitting end a most entertaining five days of cricket. 
Cricket is always full of interest and promise with some 
fine performances from both the home side and our 
opponents, coupled with the sublime weather and much 
pleasant company to add to our enjoyment.

I t  w ill be a sad thing if, as maybe, this “ Week is 
to have been the last. I t  w ill earnestly be hoped by 
all cricketers in the Regiment, both past and present, 
that every effort w ill be made to find ways and means 
of continuing this most enjoyable event. One of the 
very' few pre-war activities which has retained is 
character and charm, amidst all the changes which the 
post-war Arm y has had to bear.

P. A. S. W.

CORRESPONDENCE

April House,
43 Lichfield Avenue,

Hereford.
July 30, i960.

D ear  E d it o r ,
I see with sorrow that Sir Vyvyan Holt is dead. 

I  knew him well when he was in our 9th (T .A .) Bat­
talion about 1929. Every year, when I served with 
the i st Battalion at Catterick, I was detailed for a tour 
of T .A . Camps, and amongst others landed up with 
the 9th Battalion in camp at Beaulieu, as a sort of 
military attaché. Gen. Sir B. G . Horrocks was then 
Adjutant to the “ Shiny 9th.” While attached I made 
great friends with Holt and the late Col. Lamont. VVe 
all three explored the neighbourhood and took long 
walks together. I remember Lamont christened Holt 
“  Damm e,” his frequent expletive.

These two on our last day in camp organised what 
they considered a really original dinner as a farewell 
gesture. W e started with coffee, liqueurs and dessert 
Then a savoury, and port. Then sweet, joint, an 
ended up with soup, pink gins and sherry. Next da> 
I felt awful!

D L  Sbie-JJarJs

Lamont and I bid farewell to Holt, who was off to 
Iraq, overland. H e promised to w'rite and let us know 
what his journey was like. W e duly received post­
cards. They all read alike:

1. Paris— beer rotten, moving on.
2. M unich— beer first class— staying three days.
3. Italy— beer undrinkable— moving on.
Etc., etc.

This went on until he reached Baghdad. H e was a 
most amusing and original subaltern and quite a good, 
keen soldier.

I ’m afraid there are few left to remember him now, 
but he contributed a lot to our gaiety. I t  was a grand 
Battalion and he was a cheery and most likeable soul. 
R.I.P.

Yours sincerely.
L . F. S l o a n e  S t a n l e y .

c o Barclays Bank D .C .O .,
Adderley Street,

Cape Town,
South Africa.

August 1, i960.
T he E d it o r .
D ear Sir ,

I  have just received the June, i960, issue of the 
Die-Hards Journal and, as usual, have found it most 
interesting throughout and particularly the suggestion 
that the name of the Old Comrades’ Association be 
changed to the ” Die-Hards ” Association.

Whilst I  am in full agreement that a change of title 
is desirable, the suggested title o f “ Die-Hards ” 
Association would probably indicate that serving 
members of the Regiment were eligible to become 
members as well as ex-members. M ay I suggest, 
therefore, that the new' title be “ Ex-D ie-Hards Asso­
ciation,” making it quite clear that the Association is 
one for past members of the Regiment rather than for 
serv ing and past members.

It w ill be interesting to see what other suggestions, 
if any, are put forward by other members of the Asso­
ciation.

Yours faithfully.
H . G. E d e n ,

Ex-gth Battalion,
The Middlesex Regiment (D .C .O .), T .A .

Serving members of the Regiment are eligible to 
join the Regimental Association and in fact do so.—  
Ed ito r .

N O R M A N D Y 16 YEA RS LA TER
Along with my wife and daughter, I  have been on 

holiday in France and Belgium. W e took our car 
across and after visiting Dunkirk, Ostend, Brussels and 
Paris we then made for Normandy, where we made our 
headquarters at Caen.

W e visited all the places that have so many memories. 
For instance we had a picnic on the beaches at Ou ¿stre­
a m  w-here the 2nd Battalion landed on D  Day. It  was 
a most delightful beach of golden sands, and it was hard 
to realise that this was the same place where so much 
death and destruction took place in June, 19+A an<d to 
compare it w ith the peace and beauty of today.

W e visited Hermanville and saw the small cemetery 
there, in which we found the graves of C .S .M . Bell 
and Sgt. L . Horris. Also in Hermanville we saw the 
old H .Q . of the 3rd British Infantry Division, which 
has a plaque outside indicating the fact. T he  building 
is now' used as a children’s kindergarten.

W e also found the cemetery at Cambes where we 
saw the graves of M ajor Passv (my old signal officer), 
Capt. M cDow ell, Cpl. “ Dodger ” Green, L  Cpl. Rees 
and Pte. Baker. This was a very sad moment as they 
were killed on June 9, 1944, in Cambes Wood. I  was 
one of the lucky ones, getting away with leg wounds.

The cemeteries are wonderfully maintained and from 
the visitors’ books which are at each cemetery one can 
see of the visits of many local French people.

I  took many colour photographs of the cemeteries 
and of the villages and countryside, which I am pleased 
to say have come out very well.

Caen has been rebuilt into a wonderful new city, the 
main street has been renamed Avenue 6 June.

M y  only wish was that we could have had more than 
two days in Caen and surrounding areas, as there was 
so much of interest to see. Anyhow, there is always 
another time.

I  do hope that these few lines have been of some 
interest to Old Comrades in the 2nd Bn.

R ic h a r d  A. H a r r is o n  (ex-L  Sgt.. Signal Section, 
2nd Battalion Middlesex Regiment),

16 St. Aidan Road, Bridlington, East Y'orks.

269 (W .R .) Field Regt., R .A . (T .A .) ,  
Fenton Street Barracks.

Leeds, 1 .
August 8, i960.

D ea r  S ir ,
re 1914-18  War

I  was Artillery Liaison Officer to your 12th Bat­
talion at the capture of Thiepval on September 26. 
1916, when it was commanded by Col. Maxwell, v.c., 
who was, I  believe, later killed in action.

I  have often wondered whether there are any sur­
viving officers who were present on that occasion. I f  
you are able— without any trouble— to send me their 
namefs) and address(es) I  should be most grateful. 

Yours faithfully,
J. S t u a r t  C h a l t o n , Col. R.A. (T .A .)

CH R ISTM AS CARDS, i960
The Christmas card this year is one of Col. Egerton 

in Montreal, a snow scene, not to be confused w ith the 
one of him on the ramparts at Portsmouth.

T he  original painting has been very kindly loaned to 
us by Sir St. Vincent Troubridge for this purpose, and 
the card is expected to be ready about the beginning 
of October.

I t  is anticipated that the cost in the U .K . w ill be 
is. per card or 10s. per dozen, plus postage.

I f  cards of previous years should be required, there 
are still a few available.

.Ml enquiries should be made to the P .R .I.. Depot 
The Middlesex Regiment, Inghs Barracks, M ill H ill. 
London, N .W .7 .
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OLD C O M R A D E S ’ NEWS
“  DIE-HARDS ”  CLUB NO TES  

M IL L  H IL L  BRANCH
How  quickly time passes; it was quite a shock to be 

reminded the Journal notes were again due, but in 
point o f fact it was to me rather a nice shock, because 
from recent favourable reports I have heard about the 
previous three issues gives me incentive to put in words 
the activities of our Branch during the past three 
months.

In  spite of summer holidays, which usually commence 
in June, our monthly meetings have been well attended. 
I t  was a surprise to see 68 at the July meeting, con­
sidering it was held on the Saturday before the August 
Bank Holiday— such a number was not expected, but 
it shows that the work of the Committee and other 
helpers is appreciated.

Membership is still increasing, and it is with pleasure 
we welcome to our Branch the following “ Die-Hards  
Ex-Sgt. Len Johnson, 2nd Battalion (he was S .I.M . at 
the Depot back in 1938); ex-Sgt. R. A. Hamson, of the 
2nd Battalion Signal Section, 1940-44 (he now lives at 
Bridlington and w ill pay us a visit later on); ex-Sgt. 
“ Towney ” Hart, who moved from M ill  H ill to Bolton, 
has visited and rejoined us; ex-C .S .M . “ Jimmy 
Cook. D.C.M ., who was an instructor with me at the 
R .M .A ., Sandhurst, 1923-26, and is now enjoying a 
well-deserved retirement at \ \  alton. Norfolk— keeps in 
touch.

T im  Bolden and “ Fatty ”  Bartropp are with us and 
enjoy meeting old friends, as does ex-Sgt. A. C. Squires 
and ex-C Sgt. Basil Le-M aitre.

E x -R .S .M . C. Davis (affectionately known to hundreds 
as “ Jim ” Davis), who served the Regiment many years, 
is w ith us, as is ex-R .Q .M .S . George Blackman, whose 
family has about 100 years’ connection w ith the Regi­
ment. H e is now a Detective-Sergeant in the W .D .  
Police.

E x -R .Q .M .S . “  Chick ” Etheridge, now on the re­
cruiting staff, and ex-C Sgt. George IVIarkham are both 
enjoying civilian life— so much in fact I  wonder why 
they ever joined the Arm y, but it was great to see them  
at the Club.

Those mentioned above have joined our Branch 
during the last nine months; there are others whose 
names w ill appear later, but the point I  want to make 
quite clear is: “ Die-Hards ” w ill always join a Branch 
if given a lead— but a lead cannot be given by polishing 
the seat of one’s pants on a chair— So L p and A t Em.

Ex-Band Sgt. “ Badgie ”  Hazlewood. who was up to 
a couple of years ago a member of our 1st Battalion 
Band, has never settled in civilian life, so off he has gone 
and enlisted into the Band of the Coldstream Guards. 
By the time these notes are in print he w ill be touring 
American with the Band. Good luck “ Badgie.”

How many readers remember the visit o f the Prince 
of Wales to Singapore in 1922 ? And do you remember 
who was on the Quarter Guard ? This was the topic 
of conversation at the Club in June, and the following, 
who I am proud to say are members of our Branch, 
formed part of that guard: Sergeant of the Guard,

Sgt. “  Towney ” H art; Corporal conducting reliefs, 
Cpl. " Busty ”  H u ll; and Bugle, D m r. George Pocock.

I  would like to know who the others were, and 
where are they— do you know ? I f  so, put me in touch.

This is a nice little story, but it must not be for­
gotten that the Prince of Wales inspected the 4th Bat­
talion at G ibraltar before reaching Singapore. I know, 
because I  was, as Cpl. P. Newman, the Orderly Sergeant 
of “ B ” Company and answered the appropriate call 
22 times during the morning. So come on you old 
4th Battalion chaps, let me know more about this visit; 
we cannot let the “ Pothooks ” get away with Singapore, 
can we ?

I received on Albuhera Day a beautiful letter from 
M r. Edward W . H . West, of the 20th Battalion, regret­
ting he would be unable to be present to enjoy the 
pleasant company of esteemed comrades on that great 
day. H e does, however, send his best wishes to every 
member of the Regiment. M r .  West is not enjoying 
the best of health, therefore he cannot come to see us. 
so Bill Bratby has, on behalf of the Branch, visited 
and conveyed to him  our good wishes and to ensure 
him he is not forgotten by us.

A  visit was paid by the Vice-Chairman to the Star 
and Garter Home, where four of our comrades are 
looked after. They are: 6206355 Fenton of 2nd 7th 
Battalion, Oakley of 20th (Service) Battalion. Johnson 
of 2 1 st (Service) Battalion, and Patsy Edwards, v.c., of 
12th (Service) Battalion. They are. taking all things 
into consideration, keeping pretty well. L nfortunately 
Patsy Edwards has lost the power of speech since he 
had a stroke a couple of years ago— even so, he is still 
a tough old ” D ie-H ard .”

“ Bustv ”  H u ll has now recovered from a serious 
illness and we are delighted to see him  back again. 
Bob Overton is well again and holidaying in Devon.

I had at our July meeting a very pleasant duty to 
perform. It  was to present the blazer badge of The 
Old Boys, T he  Duke of York's M ilita ry  School, to 
Mervyn Smith who, during the last 12 months, has 
looked after our beer and bar on Club nights faithfully 
and well. H e is now a Police Cadet and it is not 
known for how much longer he w ill be able to serve us, 
therefore it was with great joy I  was able, with the 
approval of the members, to make the presentation in 
appreciation of his services. Thank you, Mervyn, for 
all you have done.
Obituary

I t  is w ith deep sorrow that I  report the passing ot 
an old “ D ie-H ard  ” in the person of L t. (Q3 I-) 
W illiam  George Rice. D.C.M .. at Edgware on July 12- 
at the age of 80 years. H e was buried at P addington  
N ew  Cemetery and a  wreath was sent from the Branch. 
A  representative of the Regiment was present.

No. 5433 W . G . Rice joined the Regiment^ 
Hounslow on July n ,  1898, and on Nov. 2. i$99> 
embarked for South .Africa, disembarking on Decem­
ber 31, 1899. He remained in that country until 
after the war was over.

D ublin  saw him in 1905 and it was there he
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married, but in 1906 he sailed for East Indies, serving 
in Rangoon 1907, Allahabad 1909 and returned to 
England 1911.

The Great W ar took him to France in 1914 when, 
during November 23-25, 1917, he was awarded the 
D.C.M .

Promoted Corporal 1902, Sergeant 1905, W .O .2  
and W .O .i 1917. Was discharged from the ranks to 
be commissioned as Lieutenant (Q .M .) on June 4, 1918, 
and served with the Royal \ \  est Kents until discharged 
January 23. 1920.

His medals, which are being presented to the Regi­
ment, are: D .C .M ., Queen’s S.A. Medal with six 
clasps, King s S.A. M edal with two clasps. General 
Service and Victory Medal, 1914-18, and L.S . and
G.C. Medal.

Truly a remarkable record and an example to all 
" Die-Hards.”

W il l ia m  G eo rg e  R ic e ,  a  “  D ie -H ar d— 1898-1960

It now remains for me to remind you that blazer 
badges at 35s. 9d. are for sale, as is also the Journal, 
both are “  good buys ” from the Secretary*.

Don’t forget to be at the Parade on Remembrance 
Sunday— we want a bumper attendance as it will be 
the last one before leaving for Canterbury.

P. F. N .

NO TES FROM  TH E SCRAP BOOK 
First and Lasts

77rh Regiment were the last British Regiment to 
leave the area after the Peninsular War, August 25, 
1814.

57th Regiment were the first Regiment to win both 
\  .C. and D .C .M .— C Sgt. George Gardiner.*

77t h Regiment were the first Regiment to pass through 
the Suez Canal, April, 1870.

1st Battalion were the first British Regiment to arrive 
in France, August 11, 1914.

4th Battalion were the first British Infantry unit to 
engage the Germans in 1914, i.e. 6 ajn ., August 23.
1914-

ist Battalion were the first British unit to capture 
guns from the enemy, i.e. Nery, September 1,
1914-

Ft tracts from Regim ental Orders
57th R.O. Kinsale. August 16, 1823.

1. Officers commanding Companies and Detachments 
^  requested to explain to such of their men who are 
Protestants and who have been married by Catholic 
Priests that the Ceremony is Invalid and consequently 
* * 5' cannot be considered as married, but that to 
^ d e r  the ceremony Valid it must again be performed

the rites of the Protestant Church.
2- The Old Red Jacket is never to be worn except on 

P^igue duty. M en dispatched as Orderlies will wear 
^cir new Red Jacket.

^  31st M ay, 1854.
Regimental O rders C am p near Varna.
Captain fo r the day tom orrow : C apt. W illis,
bubaltem  fo r the day tom orrow : L t. K ent.

*• T h e  M uster w ill be taken as the T roo ps D isem -
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bark and Casualty* Lists furnished to the Pay 
Master.

2. A ll parades w ill be the same as at Scutari unless 
orders to the contrary.

3. A  Regimental Court M artial will assemble in the 
President’s Ten t at 10 o’clock a.m. Tomorrow, the

1 st June, for the trial of No. 1048 Cpl. P. Cinlon. 
77th Regiment.

President: Capt. Kennedy
Members: L t. Chawner Ens. Carden

Ens. Alder Ens. Lempriere*
By Order signed T .O . Forster,

1 L t. Sc Act. Adjut, 77th.
*Comments by the Editor; Can any reader trace the 

whereabouts of C Sgt. Gardiner’s medals' Ensign 
Lempreire (killed in the Crimea) was a forebear of 
M ajor Bill Heywood.

9th BATTALIO N  O.C.A.
Our news item this time is not particularly a happv 

one. First, we suffered the great loss of our President, 
Col. J. N . Lamont. M uch has been written of him in 
a previous issue of The Die-Hards by a more competent 
person than myself, so I  w ill only add that we particularly 
shall miss his interest, advice and leadership for a long 
time to come.

W e are indeed fortunate, however, in haring as our 
new President M ajor H . Sherwood, T.D., whom we know 
from past experience w ill be a most fitting successor.

Another blow to us has been the resignation of our 
Joint Hon. Secretary. Jack Taylor, through illness. He  
has been a most loyal serv ant to the cause of the 9th 
Battalion O .C .A . since taking over from Frank Fenemore 
and was a great correspondent with the many people 
who wrote to him as a result of the circulars we send 
out from time to time.

I  am happy to say, however, that Jack is making a 
good recovery and we look forward to seeing him and 
having his company* at our functions for a long time yet.

Our Annual D inner in M ay was its usual success 
except that we were again reduced in numbers. By 
vote o f a majority at the A .G .M . and in view of modem  
trends it was decided that the 1961 Dinner should be 
open to wives and lady* friends of members as paying 
guests. W e hope all our membership w ill support 
this new departure, and in particular we look forward 
to seeing many more of the 1939-45 veterans and their 
wives and or girl friends at the 1961 Dinner.

H e n r y  J. F ish er ,  Hon. Secretary .

O .CJA— HONG KO NG BRANCH
This is the first meeting for a very long time of this 

Branch. On Tuesday, April 26, a meeting was held 
in the Volunteer Centre, R .H .K .D .F .. under the 
chairmanship of Capt. R. M . Cain. Those present 
were Capt. R. M . Cam. R .S .M . R. A. Budden. C .S .M .
J. Rodgers. M r. John Bull. M r. Jo Jo Lapsky*. M r.  
Tom m y Carr, and M r. J. M artin.

John Bull. Lapsky and Carr will be well known to 
our older readers, and young M artin  w ill be remem­
bered as “ I ” Corporal in the 1st Battalion in Cyprus.
A  number o f other members were unable to attend. 
Discussions for celebrations on Albuhera Day were put
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San Wai Camp taken from the Bailey Bridge

well under way and we hope to have a record turn-out. 
M any an Old Comrade’s ear must have been burning 
that evening as, with the aid of a chap called San 
M iguel,” we talked about old times. Jo Jo Lapskv 
and John Bull took even honours with their stories 
about the old ist Battalion in Hong Kong and your 
correspondent was able to put the meeting up to 
date about several of the old and well-known characters 
of the Regiment.

The enclosed photographs, if  you consider them 
suitable, w ill show all that is left of San W ai camp 
known to so many of the Regiment. O ur cap badge, 
the real one, still stands proudly on the top of the hill. 
The camp site is to be used as a new, and the main, 
station for Gurkha troops and their families.

In  conclusion may I  say that if any of your readers 
wish to have photographs of the cemeteries or par­
ticular graves at Sai W an or Stanley I  shall be only 
too happy to oblige.

Wishing good luck to all at home.
R. A. B u d d e n , R .S .M .

16 (HORNSEY) CADET COM PANY, 
M ID D LESEX R EG IM EN T

How nice it is when old members of the Company 
visit us. It  is encouraging when they explain how their 
cadet training has helped them during their National 
Service. Even in the last month or so we have been 
visited by ex-Cadet Sgts. Wardlev, Dawson and 
Eaglet on. And although ex-Cadet Blackmore deserted 
us for the Royal Navy, he, too, found his training 
useful.

Some of these N.C .O .s wish to rejoin the Company 
as adult instructors. I  think we can safety say that we 
can look with good heart to the future of 16 Company, 
with all the offers of help that we have received. I  am 
glad to be able to say that the Company w ill soon be 
stronger by two new officers— Ron Bovce (late of the 
Roval Signals) and M ike  Brennan. The former, with  
his added experience as a Scoutmaster, and the latter 
w ith his knowledge of map reading, are going to be of 
great assistance.

This being the centenary year, the Company Com­
mander decided to risk a Church Parade notwithstand­
ing the fact that churchgoing is not a strong point with 
Cadets. A ll went well, thanks to the Rev. Catt, the 
Vicar of St. George’s, where the parade was held. We 
were glad to see so many of the relatives of the Cadets 
in the congregation, supported by* M ajor Smith and 
Capt. Daffam, who used to command this Company. 
The Company Colour was carried by L  Cpl. Hagger. 
and the escort was Sgt. Blunden, Cpl. Garrity and 
L  Cpls. Bell and Grice. These chaps did extremely 
well. Cpl. M urphy, who was the right marker for 
the parade, also read the Lesson. W e must not forget 
to mention L  Cpls. Andrews and Grice who took the 
collection. W e should like to record our thanks to 
L t. Davis and the member of 13 Company who sup­
ported us in this parade.

16 Company had a certain amount of success at the 
Cadet Sports, at the Duke of York’s Headquarters, on 
Saturday, M ay 14. Cadet Barnes collected a silver 
medal by winning the 880 y’ards, Cpl. G arrity repeated 
last year’s performance and came second in the mile, 
and Cadet Watkins won the high jump.

A  happy w eekend w as spent at the Regim ental Depot 
from  the evening o f Ju n e  10  to 12. It made all the 
difference having the assistance o f a Depot N.C.O . to 
take the C adets on instruction firing o f the S.L.R. 
T h e  N .C .O .s  and C adets cannot speak too highly of 
the food at the Regim ental D epot. In  our next article 
w e shall be telling you  about cam p, w hich w ill be held 
at Fingeringhoe, near C olchester, Ju ly  3 1 -August 14. 
as w ell as about the R o yal Parade at Buckingham 
Palace on Ju ly  22.

O ld friends o f the C om pany m ight like to note that 
the name o f the C om pany has recently been changed to 
“ 16  (H om sev) Cadet Com pany, M id d lesex  Regiment.

BIRTHS
W ollocom be .— O n M ay 25, to Capt. and Mrs. Wollo- 

combe, a son (John Bidlake).
B e lle rs .— On June 7, at B .M .H ., Rinteln, to Wendy 

and Peter Bellers. a son (Robin Nicolas Cranston), 
brother for Penelope, Caroline and Christopher. 

K itc h e n e r.— On June 2 7 > at Keresley Hospital, 
wickshire, to Jennifer (née Williams) and Geoffrey 
Kitchener, a son (Roger Charles), a brother for Ju ie 

D eakin .— On July 24, at Shomcliffe M ilitary  Hospital, 
to Diane (née Cooper), wife of L t. M . Deakin. 
Middlesex Regiment, a son (Simon Francis).

DEATH S
C a r l a n .— In-pensioner Edward T .  Carlan of the Royal 

Hospital, Chelsea, died in the Hospital Infirmary' on 
June 16, at the age of 84- He served for nearly 2.-, 
years, first enlisting in October, 1891. His tuner 
was attended by a N .C .O . from the Depot and t*  
comrades from the Royal Hospital.

K e n d e ll.— M r. J. Kendell, a resident of ° ne of t « 
Cottages at Enfield, died on June 26 in St. - a - 
Hospital, Roehampton, after a long and distressi * 
illness. Representatives from the 7th Batta 1 
attended the funeral.

ZJke

Pe n n ic k .— Capt. Charles Rupert Campbell Pennick, 
late Middlesex Regiment, died on June 30 in hospital 
after a long illness, at the age of 60.

L y o n .— W e regret to announce the death on July 5 of 
Mrs. Madeline Lyon, widow of M ajor N . H . B. 
Lyon, M.C., of our Regiment, after a long illness. 

Rice.— L t. (Q .M .) W . G. Rice, d.c.m., died on July 8 
at the age of 80, and was buried in Paddington New  
Cemetery’ at M il l  H ill. An N .C .O . of the Depot 
attended the funeral.

Row latt.— O n July 27, at Cheltenham General Hos­
pital, M ajor Henry Napier Rowlatt, late Middlesex 
Regiment, aged 83. As his funeral was private we 
were not represented.

Holt .— Capt. Sir Vyvvan Holt, k .b.e ., c .m .g ., m .v .o ., 
died on July 29 after a very short illness at the age of 64. 
The Regiment and Regimental Association were 
represented at his funeral. .An obituary appears 
elsewhere in this issue.

Jay .— M ajor S. C. Jay died on August 5 very suddenly 
and peacefully’ at his home in Wimbledon. M ajor 
Jay was an ardent member of our Golfing Society 
and w ill be sadly missed.

M eddoms.— H arry Meddoms, a member for many 
years of the M ill  H ill Branch, died on August 6. 
His funeral was attended by an N .C .O . o f the 
Regiment.

Pa r tr id g e .— Cpl. Frederick E. Partridge, M .M ., died in 
North Middlesex Hospital on August 7. H e served 
with the 7th Battalion in the First World W ar and 
his funeral was attended by an N .C .O . of that Bat­
talion on behalf of the Association.

OBITUARY 
Capt. Sir Vyvyan Holt, K.B.E., C.M.G., M.V.O.
It  was a great shock to hear of the sudden death of 

Vyvyan H o lt from a heart attack at Rougham, Norfolk, 
where he had been living since he retired from the 
Diplomatic Service.

He was commissioned to the 9th Battalion in March, 
19 14 , and proceeded to India with the Battalion in 
October of that year. Early in his service in India he 
was sent to the Arm y Signal School at Kasauli on an 
instructor’s course and on passing out commanded the 
Signal Section. As soon as he arrived in India he set 
about learning the languages and in an incredibly 
short time had passed both the Urdu and Pushtu 
higher examinations. Later he became an outstanding 
linguist, talking Arabic, Persian, Khurdish, Turkish 
and other languages as need arose throughout his 
service.

In 1917 he was seconded for service with India 
signals and was posted to the command of a Brigade 
Signal Section on the Frontier. This did not last long 
for he was transferred to the Indian Political Service 
°n the Frontier and spent some time in disguise as a 
Pathan, such was his command of Pushtu. In  1919 he 
was transferred to Khurdistan where he found two 
Companies of his old Battalion and the Signal Section 
he previously commanded on operation with a punitive 
force in the Kirkuk-Sulamania area.

After the Khurdish rising and the Iraq rebellion in 
*92o he was appointed A .D .C . to the High Commissioner
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in Baghdad later, taking over from Gertrude Bell, the 
appointment of Oriental Secretary in Iraq, serving in 
this capacity for 20 years. During this period he 
attended upon King Feisal when he made his strte 
visit to this country1, for which he was appointed a 
member of the Victorian Order and King Feisal con­
ferred upon him the Order of the Tw o Rivers.

H e was concerned in no small degree with negotiating 
the Iraq Treaty and was on one occasion called upon 
to reply’ to the Foreign Secretary (then Sir Austen 
Chamberlain) who addressed the Iraq delegates before 
the Cabinet for three-quarters of an hour. On rising 
to reply (and not to be outdone by Sir Austen) he 
placed his own monocle in his eye and replied for 
three-quarters of an hour in Arabic.

In  1946 he moved to Teheran as Oriental Counsellor 
to the British Embassy there and three years later was 
appointed British M inister to Korea. W hen war broke 
out in Korea he remained at his post in Seoul with his 
staff, who were all interned at Phonpyang when the 
North Koreans entered the city. His captivity lasted 
almost three years under very trying conditions; he 
very nearly died of pneumonia and his eyesight was 
seriously affected. On returning to this country after 
a period of recuperation he was appointed British 
M inister in E l Salvador. Had his eyesight not been 
impaired his last appointment would undoubtedly have 
been one of much greater importance.

During the whole of his political and diplomatic 
career he remained on the Reserve List of the 9th 
Battalion, and always contrived to take his home leave 
when the Battalion was on training so that he could 
attend. In  1937 he was attached to a Regular Battalion 
at Colchester when Col. Maurice Browne was com­
manding. H e  was serving with the 9th Battalion 
during the four weeks’ couverture prior to the outbreak 
of W orld W ar I I ,  but was recalled to Baghdad shortly 
after the outbreak of hostilities.

H e  was a man of high intellect, extremely well read 
and in addition to his exceptional linguistic qualifications 
remained a master of the English language, as those 
who heard him lecture will never forget. H e gave a 
lecture to the 2nd Battalion at Colchester, which will 
always be remembered by those privileged to attend it.

H e was a very popular and efficient officer and 
intensely loyal to the Regiment, which meant so much 
to him. His many friends in the Regiment w ill mourn 
his loss, but w ill always be thankful that they had the 
good fortune to enjoy his friendship and serve with him.

Rev. A. J. W ilcox, C.BJL
T o  your account of the life of the Rev. A. J. Wilcox 

may I  be allowed to add a word of tribute ? " A.J."
was a man of simple, but indomitable faith of an evan­
gelical piety shot through with an intense patriotism.

.Among officers in the Brigade of Guards he was 
fondly and familiarly known as “ the Bishop of Birdcage 
W alk.” As Deputy Chaplain-General in the M iddle  
East from 1939 to 1944 he saw the Chaplain's Depart­
ment grow from a peacetime strength of some 20 
chaplins to a wartime maximum over 400, stretching 
from Eritrea to Persia and from Aden to Tunis.

In  his handling of men he was full of understanding
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and sympathy, always generous w ith friendship. He  
was, and always remembered he was, primarily a priest 
and endeavoured as such to lead his heterogeneous and 
far-flung team of chaplains. H e put spiritual things a 
long way first, before administrative considerations. H e  
refused to be tied to his office desk and contrived to 
know personally a very large number of the chaplains 
serving in the command. H e used to live at Bishop s 
House in Cairo and used the opportunity to the full to 
secure the closest co-operation with the civilian and 
missionary clergy.

H e  was a wonderful, and very amusing correspondent: 
in most depressing periods of the war in the M iddle  
East he would find time to write delightful personal 
letters, full of news, racy humour and apt quotation, and 
often a message for one’s soldier driver. I still use as a 
bookmarker an Easter card he sent to me in the desert 
in 1942 on which he wrote: “ I  was captured on Easter 
Sunday, April 23, 1916, by the jolly old Turks, but the 
Lord and Giver of L ife  saw me through, and still does.” 
His judgment if  not subtle or profound was always 
charitable; and he was delightfully ready to laugh at 
himself.

Enthusiasm and loyalty were the hall-marks of his 
character. H e served nearly 30 years in the Royal 
Arm y Chaplains’ Department and almost throughout 
the war in the M iddle East: both he longed to complete, 
but in 1944 he had to have an amputation and was 
invalided home. From hospital he wrote, charac­
teristically: “ This inaction is galling, but I  must prac­
tise what I  preach— patience. I had a fitting of the 
new leg this morning, a weird and wonderful thing. 
Thank God that he delights not in any man’s legs!
I  wonder what He thinks, or would think, of this one 
made by the hand of man.”

A t length reunited w ith his family he made a home 
in London and triumphed over his disability. For 
four years he was the secretary of the Bishop’s Board 
for the release of Service chaplains.

In  the last years of his life he was “ tried as gold in 
the furnace,” but was not found wanting. H e lost first 
a leg, then a dearly loved daughter scarce out of her 
teens, and then the other leg: but he never gave in, one 
never heard a word of self-pity. In  a wheeled chair 
he still, as he would say, “ kept the flag flying, and 
only a few days before his death he wrote, “ I  am as 
usual spending the day here ” at his club as he always 
did on a Wednesday: ‘‘ everything splendid”— his 
favourite word, especially when things seemed of the 
opposite complexion! T ru ly  in A.J. there passes a 
very gallant gentleman.

(Published by courtesy of The Times.)

SECRETAR Y’ S REPORT ON BENEVO LENT WORK
During June and July, 28 grants were made totalling 

the sum of £312 1 is. 6d. O f this sum, the Association, 
in dealing w ith a very urgent case, made an advance of 
£100, through solicitors, to enable the man to raise 
sufficient money to meet the terms of a Court action 
in which he was involved, and so prevent his house and 
home being sold and the man, his wife and four children 
being rendered homeless. After the advance was made

[ards

applications were made to S.S .A .F.A ., Forces Help 
Society, British Legion and Airborne Forces Security 
Fund requesting them to co-operate with us in this 
grant, and we are happy to report that all agreed to do 
so and a substantial sum has been recovered.

During the period under review about a quarter of 
the requests made were for co-operation in the cost of 
convalescent holidays for elderly ex-members of the 
Regiment and widows of late members. Grants were 
also made to enable couples living on small incomes to 
purchase coal at summer prices.

The  wife of an ex-Sergeant of the Regiment, who has 
been deserted by her husband and left with six small 
children to care for, was given financial assistance to 
reduce hire-purchase commitments. Grants were made 
in two cases where ex-members of the Regiment had 
been discharged from mental hospitals, and in one of 
these cases the grant was for the purchase of overalls 
and tools to enable the man to take up employment in 
a trade for which he had been trained.

A  recently widowed lady was assisted with the cost 
of removals, as she wished to return to her own home­
town where she could take up work which had been 
offered her. Grants were made to other widows, some 
with small children, to meet arrears of rent, etc.

An application was received for assistance with the 
university education of the son of an ex-member of the 
Regiment. Other Societies and Regimental Associations 
had given help for previous years, and we made a grant 
towards the coming academic year.

The funeral expenses for an ex-member of the 
Regiment who had no relatives other than a sister-in- 
law, who had only her own retirement pension to live 
on, were met in co-operation with the British Legion.

A  grant for extra nourishment and clothing was 
made for a man and his wife, both of whom were 
suffering from and receiving treatment for T .B . Assist­
ance was given to another ex-member of the Regiment 
who had been in receipt of a good income, but due to 
a serious operation he had to take lighter and less 
remunerative work, which resulted in hire-purchase 
commitments becoming in arrears. These commit­
ments were reduced and so enabled the man to manage 
better on his very much reduced income. Lnder- 
clothing was purchased for a man who was waiting to 
enter hospital for two major operations, and whose wife 
was sick and unable to follow her own employment for 
the time being.

T he  widow of an ex-member who had died recently 
was assisted with a grant. She had been left with an 
insolvent business and no pension, and assistance was 
requested to help her over the difficult period following 
the death of the husband and until she could adjust 
herself.

A  grant was made towards clothing for the se'en 
children of a man who through being deaf finds it 
difficult to get employment and to retain it for any 
length of time. W e were requested and agreed to 
co-operate with the Buffs Past and Present Association 
in reducing the debts of a couple which were cause« 
by the prolonged illness of the man. A grant was ma e 
in a case where a man had lost a leg in an accident 
some ten years ago, and had since been unable to "0
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regularly, and he now had to enter hospital for a further 
operation on the stump which remained.

We were requested to assist the family of a man who 
had been ill for some months and heavy rent arrears 
had accrued. T he  wife had nine children to care for, 
none over school age, and she was therefore unable to 
work herself.

During the past two months we have been fortunate 
in obtaining generous co-operation from other Societies 
and Regimental Associations to meet the needs of dis­
tressed families.

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 
MIDDLESEX REGIMENT OFFICERS’ CLUB HELD AT THE 
MIDDLESEX GUILDHALL, WESTMINSTER, S .W .i, ON  

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29, i960, at 4 p .m .
Present: Lt.-Col. G. L. Fox, T .D ., D .L. (Chairman), Col. M. Browne,

C .B.E., M .C ., D .L ., J .P . ,  Col. A. M . Man, DS.O., O .B .E ., Major
H. K. Hardcastle, T.D ., Major R. D . Hutchings, Major E. L. 
Heywood, Major R. W. J. Smith, M .B .E ., Major A. W. Clark,
O.B.E. (Secretary).
Apologies were received from: Brigadier B. B. Rackham, c.B.E., 

M.C., D.L., Col. S. F. Hedgecoe, Lt.-Col. J. D . Robbins, O.B.E., T.D., 
Lt.-Col. W. L. Roberts, O.B.E., M.C., d .l., Lt.-Col. D . E. Simpson, 
T.D., Lt.-Col. I. D . Brotherton.

I. Minutes. T he Minutes of the last meeting having been 
circulated were signed by the Chairman as correct.

2. Secretary’s Report. T he Secretary’s report having been 
circulated with the Agenda was accepted by the Committee.

3. Cocktail Party. It was approved by the meeting that a Cock­
tail Party be held at the Depot early in December, i960, on a date 
to be arranged by O.C. Depot.

4. Dinner to Lord Lieutenant. It was proposed and carried 
unanimously that subject to the approval of the Colonel of the 
Regiment the Lord Lieutenant be invited to dine at the Depot 
towards the end of November when his tour of office is due to 
terminate. T he Chairman agreed to approach the Colonel of the 
Regiment and invite the Lord Lieutenant.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 4.20 p.m.
A. W. CLARK. Major,

Secretary, Middlesex Regiment Officers’ Club.
Inglis Barracks,

Mill Hill, N .W .7 .
July 25, i960.

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 
MIDDLESEX REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION HELD AT THE 
MIDDLESEX GUILD HALL, WESTMINSTER, S .W .i, ON 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29, i960, at 2.30 p.m .
Present: Lt.-Col. G . L. Fox, T.D ., D .L. (Chairman). Brigadier 

B. B. Rackham, c .B .E . , M .C ., D .L ., Col. M . Browne, C .B .E ., M .C .,
D.L., j.p.. Col. A. M. Man, D.S.O.. O .B .E.. Lt.-Col. J. D . Robbins,
O.B.E., T .D ., Major H. K. Hardcastle. T.D .. Major R. D. Hutchings, 
Major E. L. Heywood, Major R. W. J. Smith, M.B.E., R.S.M.
5 .  Webb, Major A. W. Clark, O.B.E. (Secretary).
Apologies were received from: Col. S. F. Hedgecoe. Lt.-Col. 

W. L. Roberts, O .B .E., M .C ., D .L ., Lt.-Col. D. E. Simpson. T.D ., 
Lt.-Col. I. D. Brotherton, R.S.M . J. A. Thom . R.S.M. S. Bartle, 
Mr. R. Ferguson.

Record o f  Condolence. T he Chairman referred to the loss which 
R-S.M. Bartle had suffered by the sudden death of his wife and 
informed the Committee that he had written a note of sympathy 
from the Committee, but he was sure that it would be their wish 
that we should place on record in these Minutes an expression of 
°ur thoughts of sympathy for him at this time.
. i- Minutes. The Minutes of the last meeting having been 

circulated were signed by the Chairman as correct.
2. Secretary's Report. T he Secretary's report having been 

circulated with the Agenda was adopted by the Committee.
The Secretary was instructed to ascertain from applicants for 

assistance, who were of a disabled nature, if they desired to be 
placed on the Waiting List for vacancies of the Memorial Cottages.

3 - Finance Committee's Report. T he Chairman informed the 
Committee that a meeting of the sub-committee was held on 
Monday, June 27, at which only himself and the Secretary were 
Present. After examining the Statement of Accounts produced by 

Secretary and noting the cash position the statements were 
approved, and it was resolved that the Charity Commission be 
instructed to make the following investments:—

War Memorial Capital Account: Invest £100 of unexpended 
income in 5% Defence Bonds.

Mrs. Mabel Renny Legacy: Purchase £150 of 30 , Savings Bonds.
1965-75, from the unexpended income when the second half- 
yearly dividend has been received from the Charity Com- 
missi oners.

KePort adopted.
. 4 - War Memorial Committee's Report. Brigadier Rackham 
'nformed the Committee that his sub-committee met on June 24.

It was recommended that a Bantam self-locking working platform 
be purchased at a cost of £33 for use by tenants when carrying out 
internal and external decorations and repairs to the Cottages, and 
that a hiring fee of 5s. per week be charged. T he income from 
this source being used for the purpose of maintenance.

It was reported that Mr. Kendell. who had occupied No. 7 
Cottage, had died in Roehampton Hospital on June 26, i960. It 
was approved that the son of the late Mr. Kendell be written to 
by the Housing Manager after a lapse of a couple of weeks to 
ascertain when it would be convenient for him to hand over the 
cottage for further occupation by a disabled member of the 
Regiment.

Brigadier Rackham informed the meeting also that the Cottages 
at Mill Hill were due for external painting and that tenders for 
this service had been invited, and it was agreed that tenders be 
examined and accepted after consultation between O.C. Depot and 
the Secretary'.

Report adopted.
5. Journal Committee's Report. Major Hutchings informed the 

meeting that he had no report to make at this meeting, and the 
Chairman reminded the meeting that the Colonel of the Regiment 
had recommended that the Journal be subsidised from Association 
for two years, which period ends at December 31, i960.

6. Branches Sub-Committee s Report. Col. Clayton informed 
the meeting that he had received from the Secretary a letter from 
Major Newman suggesting that a further Branch of the Association 
be opened at Tottenham. He did not think any action should be 
taken at present as it is too close to the Enfield Branch which must 
be given every chance to blossom without nearby competition. 
H e thought the idea of opening a further Branch at Tottenham  
excellent and will be borne in mind for the future. .An effort was 
being made to form a further Branch at 8th Battalion Headquarters, 
and he had asked Major Honeybun to investigate the possibilities.

Col. Clayton also informed the meeting that the Enfield Branch 
has now 45 members.

Report adopted.
7. Blazer Badges. T he Committee reviewed the price of Blazer 

Badges and approved of a reduction of is ., the price now being 
£1 15s- 9<i-

8. Individual Case. The Chairman asked Major Hardcastle to 
report on a case which had been passed to him at very short notice 
of an ex-member of the Regiment who had been threatened with 
bankruptcy proceedings. Thanks to the prompt action taken by 
Major Hardcastle he had been successful in obtaining an adjourn­
ment and had been able to negotiate a settlement on terms involving 
some help from the Association. It was resolved and carried 
unanimously that the assistance requested should be given and 
Major Hardcastle was thanked for the great trouble he had taken 
to protect the man and his family.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 4 p.m
The next meeting will take place on Thursday, October 20. i960.

A. W. CLARK. Major.
Secretary, Middlesex Regimental Association.

Inglis Barracks,
Mill Hill. N.W .7.

Ju ly  25, i960.

THE CAM BRIDGE CLUB
The usual quarterly meeting was held on June 16 

at the home of M rs. Hutchings— our usual meeting 
place was being redecorated, “  we hope in time for our 
winter sessions.”

Considering that the holidays had started we had 
quite a good attendance, and a pleasant meeting was 
had by all— a game of tombola, cup of tea and a natter 
of old times.

In  these notes we would like to convey our deepest 
sympathy to R .S .M . Bartle, on the sudden death of his 
wife (our Hon. Secretary-).

Mrs. Burgess declined to take on this job again; she 
hopes to be well settled in her own home before our 
winter meetings start, so we take this opportunity to 
thank her for all the work she has done in the past and 
wish her and her family well in the future. Therefore, 
Mrs. Shrubb volunteered (?) hoping to complete a suc­
cessful job.

The next meeting will be on October 13. A reminder 
will be sent to all whose addresses we have, but please 
come without our reminder. I f  you are a wife of a 
past or present serving member of the Regiment, let us 
make our efforts worth while with a good gathering.

M rs . Shrubb, Hon. Secretary-.
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SU B S TA N TIV E  R O L L  O F  W A R R A N T  O FFICERS, Bde. Appt. or Last Known
C O LO U R -S ER G EA N TS A N D  SERG EA NTS AS A T Pos. A  ¡Rank Name Station

JU L Y  I ,  i960 140 Sgt. R. Ford 8 M x.
W A R R A N T  O F F IC E R S , CLASS I 141 Sgt. C. Shinn Inf. Jnr. Leaders

Bde. Appt. or Last Known Bn.
Pos. A/Rank Name Station 146 Sgt. N . Taylor 7 M x.

4 W .O . I T . M cM illan i M x. 147 Sgt. B. Callaghan 8 M x.
11 W .O .i J. Thom 7 M x. 153 Sgt. H . Males G .H .Q . M .E .L .F
15 W .O . I R. Budden Hong Kong 154 Sgt. C. Blackwell Depot M x.

184 Sgt. J. Patterson Depot H.C.B.
W A R R A N T  O F F IC E R S , C L A S S  I I 186 Sgt. B. Tarry  8 M x.

6 W .O .2 F. Firman 5 Queens
7 W .O .2 A. Cooper 1 M x. O R D E R L Y  R O O M  S E R G E A N T S

11 A /W .O .i S. Bartle Depot M x. 4 O .R .Q .M .S . E. Colebeck Depot M x.
19 W .O .2 R. Dodkins 1 M x. 6 O .R .Q .M .S . P. Soper, b .e .m . i M x .
21 W .O .2 W . Thorogood 1 M x. 10 O .R .C /Sgt. G. Cripps Depot H.C.B.
24 W .O .2 C. Burgess Depot M x.
47 W .O .2 K . Beale 1 M x. B A N D M A S T E R
48 W .O .2 W . Wright 1 M x. 4 B .M . F. Jackson 1 M x.
53 W .O .2 A. D a Costa 1 M x.

B A N D  S E R G E A N T S
C O L O U R -S E R G E A N T S 5 Sgt. A. Probert 1 M x.

4 A/W .O .2 L. Shrubb, m .m 8 M x. 5 Sgt. D . Carson 1 M x. (Student,
10 A /W .0 .2 H . Davis 8 M x. B .M . Course,
12 C/Sgt. J. Morgan Depot M x. R .M .S .M .)
22 C/Sgt. J. Potter 1 M x.
24 A /W .0 .2 R. Cubitt 7 M x. D R U M  M A JO R
26 C/Sgt. P. Dive 1 M x. 3 C/Sgt. J. Lewis 1 M x.
27 A, W .O .2 J. Moyse 7 M x. (D .M .)
43 A /W .0 .2 S. Michel i M x.

S E R G E A N T S
4 A /W .0 .2 E. Thompson 22 S.A.S.

10 Sgt. E. Weller 1 M x.
(A  10 Acton) G R O C E R I E S

12 Sgt. G. Palmer Depot M x.

P R O V I S I O N S25
33

A/C/Sgt. 
A  C/Sgt.

E. Steward 
M . Eastap

1 M x. 
Depot M x.

35
38

Sgt.
A C Sgt.

D. Bailey 
G. Simmons

A.S.C .D . 
1 M x. M E A T  &  F I S H

41 Sgt. J. Preston Inf. Jnr. Leaders

44 A, C/Sgt. D . Walters
Bn.

1 M x. O U R  W H O L E S A L E  D E PT.

48 Sgt. J. Dickie 1 M x. SPECIALISES IN  C O M P L E T E
55
56

A/C.'Sgt.
Sgt.

A. Nicholson
B. Warner

1 M x.
H .Q ., 11 Inf. C A T E R IN G  FO R

57 Sgt. M . Butler
Bde. Gp.

1 M x. C A N T E E N S
60 Sgt. A. Gibbs 1 M x.
61 Sgt. W . Smith 1 M x. Mr. Williams, the Manager, w ill be
69 Sgt. J. M artin, m .m . Depot M x. pleased to advise and assist.
77 Sgt. R. Davies 1 M x. Phone him at HOUnslow4426  Ext. 21
90 A /W .0 .2 P. Amor 22 S.A.S.
96 Sgt. R. Clements 1 M x.

105 Sgt. R. Power 1 M x. m  9  I  •  »  ä  ä  ^
107 Sgt. K. Lloyd Depot H.C.B. 1  l i i l l
108 Sgt. C. Partridge 1 M x.
111 
112

Sgt.
Sgt.

D . Lagden
E. Langford

1 M x. 
1 M x. S T O R E S  L I M I T E D

118 Sgt. C. Orme 1 M x. (A10 
Kentish Tow n) H O U N S L O W

123
133

Sgt.
Sgt.

M . Elston 
H . Horder

M .T .  School 
Depot M x.


