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EDITORIAL 
it is a happy coincidence that wi ll bring the Isr 

Battalion to England this summer, in the yea r that will 
mark the 2ooth anniversary of the raising of the 57th 
Foot. It is sad, though, that the bicentenary celebrat ions 
cannot be held at home, as by December the Battalion 
w ill h ave taken Up its new duties in Cyprus. However, 
those w ho will be with the Battalion on this historic 
occasion will know that the thoughts of all members of 
the R egiment will be with them. 

As the Battalion nears the end of its present tour we 
are conscious o f the success with which it has carried 
out its m any duties and we share with all ranks in 
Austria their evident contentment and pride. W e know 
that they wi ll be equally successful in Cyprus. 

The year 1955 is also a significant one for the J ournal. 
It has shown a better financial posit ion than fo r many 
years with a so per cent. reduction in the annual sub­
sidy which is necessary to keep it going. It is hoped 
further to improve the finances of the Journal by 
reducing the number of issues to th.ree this yea r. In 
addition, fresh efforts are being made to att ract m ore 
advertisers, but this is largely dependent on the tota l 
number of copies sold per yea r. If the J ournal is to be 
self-supporting, it must greatly increase its sa les. There 
is still considerable room to do so in the various units of 
the Regiment, where, without exception, the number 
sold is most disappointing. 

In this issue we welcome the first of w hat we hope wi ll 
prove to be regu lar contributions from the Hong Kong 
Regim ent. Of all our alliances, this one is the m ost alive 
and it is proper that the Journal should do all it can to 
foster the friendship between the two R egiments. 

The Colonel of the Regiment and all ranks wish to 
convey their deepest sympathy to the relati ves of the 
soldiers w ho lost their lives or were seriously injured 
in the tragic fire w hile serving with the 1st Battalion 
in Austria. 

The wreath from the R egiment H'ln.ch 'li.'OS laid on the 
lv/emoriol at Saiz.(..'G n 

UNVEILING OF THE SAIW AN BAy WAR 
MEMORIAL 

Sunday, February, 1955 

One of the m ost impress ive ceremonies seen in H ong 
Kong si nce the wa r was held at Saiwan Cemetery, 
when the Governor, S ir A lexander Grantham, unvei led 
a granite IVlemorial to Commonwealth victims of the 
Pacific VVar. 

The cemetery lies on the slope of a 1 ,ooo-foot hi ll , 
looking across the bay towards the mainland. It is a 
naturally picturesque setting, and the new iVl emorial 
takes the form of a shelter with a forecourt at the 
entrance of the War Cemetery. ln the centre of the 
Memorial is the Stone of Remembrance. A replica of 
those found in Comrnomvealth War Cerneteries all over 
the world. At the far end is the Cross of Sacrifice. 

In his address 1 the Governor said that the service 
commemorated the m emory of 2,200 persons whose 
names were inscribed on the panels of the l\1em~rial 
and who had no known grave, and also of 2 , 200 others 
buried in Saiwan, Stanley1 and other cemeteries on the 
Colony, who came from all parts of the Common­
wealth. Although they were of different races and 
creeds, they all had this in common, th~t they died in 
the cause of freedom, and in preservi ng their memory 
the free world must strive for peace. 

After the unveiling and dedication, wreathes were 
laid on the Memorial, includ ing one from the Regiment 
which bore the following inscription: " In proud 
remembrance of All Ranks, rst Battalion The Middlesex 
Regiment (D.C.O.), who died in the defence of Hong 
Kong in the ensuing yea rs of captivity." Late r, wreaths 
were also laid at Stanley Cemetery, including the grave 
of Lt.-Col. L. A. Newnham , The Middlesex Regiment 
(D.C.O.) , who was executed by the Japanese in 1943 
and was posthumously awarded the George C ross. 

Saiu:an Cemetery 

Capt. Moore laying the Regimental 'lC-'reath a t Saiu:an 

lst Battalion Notes 
EDITORIAL 

" The timt:: has com e, the W alrus said . ... " And 
round the unfortunate editor, with the finger of time 
laying heavy on his mind , there reigns an air of deep 
melancholy at his own miserable efforts to am use and 
of boredom from his own half-completed and ra ther 
sketchy pot-pourri of information. 

H owever, as only a comparati ve handful will bother 
to g lance at this editorial and m ost wi ll ignore it 
altogether, these fears are only partly justified. 

TRAINING 

\'\1in ter in Austri a is normally a time of deep snow 
and a cold frost, and this year, aft er a very belated 
start, we on ly just managed to avoid an exception. 

In late D ecember the Battalion took to skis and tried 
to forget both tactics and trenches, of which we had 
had our share in the only exercise held last quarter­
Exercise " Brass Monkey" in November. True to its 
title, it occasioned more meteorological remarks from 
frost-pinched participants than the B.B.C. could profit­
ably use in a month. We certainly acqui red to some 
degree the art of keep ing ourselves wam1 when the 
whole of Nature was directing her ene rgies in the 
opposite direction. Such learning wi ll serve us we ll in 
the exercise to be held in March, when we act as 
··Aggressors " agai nst t he Am erican Forces in Aust ria. 

The rest of our training has been confined either to 
Company or ski training or numberless cadres. 

The first Company to cl imb the long steep hill to 
Schmelz was "A" Company on Decembe r 28. Alas, 
the cable ra il·way is not runnin g this winter and all 
moves to and from Schm elz have to be ca rried out on 
foot. Other companies followed in turn and the ni m 

is for all companies to have completed two periods each 
of ten days ski inst ruction by the time the snow dis­
appears. In case someone may think that a visit to 
Schmelz in a very cheap holiday, they should bear in 
mind that work there lasts as long as the light allows, 
and skiers are required to perform on their skis with 
full equipment and weapons before the end of thei r 
last ten days' training. 

VISITORS 

The Battalion was honoured fron October 2z to 30 
by a visi t from the Colonel of the Regiment. Shortly 
after arrival he inspected the Battalion on parade, and 
thereafter showed an unflagging interest in all the 
va rious activities both ins ide and outside the Battalion. 
There was little left that he had not seen by the time 
he bade us au revoir. H e also managed to fit in a visit 
to see " B " Cornpany w ho were on International 
G uard Duty in V ienna at the time. Vl/e were all very 
sorry indeed when the time cam e for him to leave us 
and return to England. 

On November 26 we were honoured by the first vis it 
to the Battalion of H er Bri ttanic Majesty's Ambassador 
and High Commissioner for Austria, Si r Geoffrey 
\¥a llinger, K.C.l\·I.G. His stay was all too brief, 
lasting on ly a few hours, but we were all very pleased 
and proud to welcome him here. H e inspected the 
Battalion on p arade and later walked round the barracks, 
seeing everyone at work. Afte r lunch in the Officers' 
JVl ess he spoke to the officers on " Present-day Austria," 
and so inte resting was he, and so absorbed his audience, 
rhat it was long after schedule that he eventually left us. 

The Ri ght Reverend Dr. Ingle, Bishop of Fulham, 
spent a busy 24 hours wi th \.IS in J anuary when he 
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conducted a Service of Confirmation at which eight 
~nembers of the Garrison were confirmed. The follow­
m_g day he spoke to the \vhole Batta lion in the Gar rison 
Cmema and gave us a most interes ting and entertaining 
talk. 

l\~ajor A. R. 'i\ialler, l\l.C., who is commanding the 
~egm1ental D epot, came to spend a few clays with us 
111 ~~~ruary . H e was very keen to see all the nefarious 
actn.: JtJ CS and deeds perpetrated by the Battalion. 1 n 
particular he found the ski slopes over the week-end to 
?~ ~n ab~orbing _ part of our winter li fe. H e was dulv 
uuuated mto th1s strange sport, and on his last visi-t 
to a ~ot-qui_te-so-steep s lope was seen to descend with 
cver-mcr~asm~ confidence and ve locity, wisely choosing 
to hurt hts pnde on the difficult turns rather than his 
anatomy. 

. Major-Gen. R.. E. Urquhart, C. D. , D.S.O., G.O.C. ­
m-C. Austna pa1d a lightning visit to the Garrison 
on February 17. 

CHRISTMAS 

The:: first signs of Christrnas were heralded by a most 
successfu l Corporals' Club dance on December 11 , and 
t he_ tempo gradually worked up to the actual holiday, 
wh1ch started at m1d-day on Christmas Eve. A well­
s~pported gran~ tombola was held in the N.A.A.F. I. 
Cantee1~ . that n1gh t, and next morn ing a sma ll games 
competition was held in the samt: place before lunch. 

An excell en t Ch ristmas dinner was provided by S t 

1VIedlock, A.C.C., and his staff. The officers, warra~1 ~ 
ofl:icers a~d sergeants. acted as waiters-but despite 
th ts hand1cap the serv1ce was amazingly speed y. The 
~omma~ding Officer gave a short but ext remely effec­
u ve Chnstmas exhortation towards the end of the meal 
and declared the intcr~company decoration competitio~ 
to be a draw between '' A " and " B " Companies. 

. Boxing Day witnessed an attempt at organised potted 
wmter sports, but the festive air rapidly became too 
much f~r :he contestants and judges al ike. Eventuall y 
an arm1St1ce was declared and th e officers, warrant 
officers and sergeants carried out a tact ical withd raw 1 
to the Sergeant~' Mess in order to thaw out the~r 
blood-streams wtth som e anti -freeze. 

SPORT 

Th_e Battalion _achieved som e most encouraging 
sportmg successes m the last few months. Nei ther the 
\~eather nor the -~ending numbers of duti es have been 
kmd t~ us and Jt IS heartening to see a spirit amongst 
the vanous teams that sets out to conquer these setbacks 
and also succeeds. 

The standard of rugger has improved a hundredfold 
due to the energies of Capt. H. J. Evans and Lt. J. S. B. 
Pollard and the wholehearted enthusiasm of all compan 
t~ams. An ex~ellent IS -a-side inter-company competi~ 
uo_n was he~d m O~tober and November, the standard 
bemg amazmgly h1gh. The Battalion ISt XV were 
unbeaten and now await the next ha lf of the season in 
order to play off the B.T.A. final against R.E.M .E 1 
R.A.O.C. ?even of the _team were sek·cted to play f~ r 
B.T.A. agamst Z:~.grch tn Jugos l:~. v i a. rt would have 

been_ even more but for the short notice and time 
requ1red to obtain passports. 
. The Batta li_on socce~ tea~ was s lightly disappointing 
m_ that t l_1 ey d1d not fimsh wuh the comparative promise 
wfth wl~1 c~ they s tarted the season. They seem unable 
to re1~1am ~n top ge_a r ?11 the time. VIe lost unexpectedly 
to R.A.~.C. , Austna, m the Army Cup in the first round 
and agam to the R .A.O.C. in the B.T.A. semi-finals. 
~he B.T.A. Leag1..1e continues, hov.'ever, and we have 
h1gh hopes. 
~~e inter-compan y open and novices' boxing com­

petitiOns produced all the usual surprises and some 
,·ery _goo? lights. " S " Company were quite out­
standmg 1_n the boxing world and won both with ease. 

The sk1 team did more than any honest man cC>uld 
~~ve forecast ~nd might even have done better still if 

_e team captam, Lt. J\1. V. Hayward, had not crocked 
himself_ a fortnight before the Army C hampionships. 
T? ach1eve second place in the Army Unit Competition 
\n .th a team of second-yet~r skiers is nothing short of 
miraculous and th e greatest credit rests with Lt '"' G A 
C~umley, who led the team, and all the other .me~b~rs: 
''\ e congratulate them all most heartily, particu larly 
Lt. Cr~ley and Pte. Greenwood, who fini shed third 
and fifth 10 the 1 ndividual Championsh ip. 
. Cpl. Lowater and Pte. Green·wood have been selected 
tor the Army tea m in the intL"rn ationa l individ ua l and 
team pat rol races. 

COMINGS AND GOINGS 

lVI a~or J .. W. G. Ormiston, who has been with the 
Uattahon smce Warley days, firstly as Battalion 2 IC 
and then com~anding " S " Company, has just left 
to become an . mstructor at the J oint Services Staff 
c.o llege. H e Will be sadly missed, but WC congratulate 
h1m on an excellent appoin tment. 

Major I. R . Burrows, O.B.E., left us in December to 
become ~ student. at the Joint Services Staff College 
after havmg held m turn the command of " B " Com­
pa~y and then t he arduous post of Adjutant, an event 
w~1ch. few s~baltern s are likely to forget and all ranks 
w ill m1ss. H1s successor in the adjutorial chair is l\1ajor 
P. L. Pearce G?uld , to whom we extend a very wam1 
\vel_come. 1\llaJo r R. D. Hutchings "stood in " as 
Adjutant. for three ~onths during the in terregnum. 

C::apt. B. A. M. P1elow left in ea rly January to become 
r?-dJuta~t to the 7th Battalion and the lu re of civilian 
life clal!l1ed z/Lts. P. Walden and M. Sibley. 

The whole Batta lion went into mourning when 
R .S.M. ~-. Tarrant bid us all farewell on December 5 . 
Hts :ami11ar fi_gure,_ outstanding personality, under­
s tandmg and dn,·e w il l be missed by all ranks. H owever 
we are delight~d th~t he has got his com mission, look 
fo_rward to seemg h1m and his family again soon and 
w1sh them all the ,·cry bes t of good fortune. ' '\le con­
gratulate RS. i\11. M. 'Vild on his promotion and look 
forward to a long and happy era with him in the chair, 
or, perhaps more correc tly, on the square. Le Roi esl 
mort! Vn·r le Roil 

The most recent arriva ls arc Cnpt. C. H. Mieville 
l\ I.C. , and 2/L ts. R. Andjc l, D . E. D. H aydon an c.i 
l\ f. F. M<1thcr , whom we nre del igh ted to hm'e with u~. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

There are always va rious items which do not lend 
themselves to headings and so, alas, they must be p laced 
under this very uninspiring title. 

" C" Company, and in particular C.S. iVI. l\lfac i\lli llan, 
are to be congratulated on winning t he inter-company 
drill competition judged in October by the Colonel of 
the Regiment. Thei r d rill , marching, turnout and 
stead iness on parade were outstanding. It must be 
added, however, that on ly a few very meagre points 
separated the first three companies, which indicates a 
ve ry high standard throughout the Battalion. 

" C " Company took over international guard, duties 
in Vienna from the Americans on February 1 and "A" 
Company are just about to hand them over to the 
French. Both companies have been severely handicapped 
during rehearsals by the snow and ice, but the s tandard 
remains extremely high despite all ad\·ersities. 

We congratulate Capts. '''· M. l\1. D eacock and H. J. 
Evans and Lt. W. G. A . Crumley on their promotions 
and the latter on his Regular commission. '"'e also wish 
well and keep our fingers crossed for Capts. G. Kent 
and C. H . Mieville on their recent exami nat ions. · 

Finally, a word on Cyprus. Those of us who \vill be 
going with the Battalion to Cyprus in the autumn are 
haunted by alternate dreams of romantic ru ined cities 
of tents and nissen hu ts, of sun-baked sands and war~ 
blue seas, of acres of mud and absence of hot water 
of palm trees and temples, of barbed wi re and guard 
rooms. But, no matter t he dreams, every man in the 
Battalion realises that in Cyprus lies a new life a fresh 
horizon and another field in which to conquer. ' 

STOP PRESS 

It has just been announced that the Battalion won 
the unit championship in the B.T.A. sk i competition. 
This is a first-rate effort in any event, but particularly 
so as two of our leading skiers were unable to take part 
as they are now away ski -ing for the Army team. 

Only ve ry meagre information is avai lab le at the 
moment and I give it below: 

TEA1<1 EvENTS 

tstDMid~{~~cx r.alt!~.lion, :t nd; S.S. f. Alight, A. P.T .C., (attached 

AliS~:,''~\.P.~C.~i;~t. equal 1st with R.E. i'VI.E ., B.T .A.; S.S.I. 

lang/a~tf and. Patrol: Battalion, 1st. Rv virtue of pl acings ir, 
Army Sk1 Mectrng. · 

CLASS " A " NO\' ICES 

~~~~:~_ii/Ba~a~~~~:o~;d ~n$ie. ~~~ri~a;,r~, ,,··C~~P;,,}~~~J: · I St. 
CLASS " B " NOV ICES-

Co~~~~~s:, g~~~~i;~;., ~~td. Pte . Pease, ''A" Company, 1st; Pte. 

Downhill : BattAl ion , 2nd . 

" H .Q. " COMPANY 

Owing to the division of the Company into two 
halves we are not doing as well in the rea lm of sport 
this year as in previous years. In the Albuhera Com­
petition "H.Q." t is lying third to "C" and '' S" 
Companies, and" H.Q." z is sixth. T hree competitions 
have taken place since September: t he Fifteen -a-s id e 
Rugby, the Open Boxing and the 13asketball. " H.Q ." 1 

came second in the Rugby with " H.Q.'' 2 sixth, a 
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combined Company team came ~econd in _the boxing, 
and (< H.Q. " 1 and " H.Q." z came fifth and fourth 
respectively in the basketball, a disappointment caused 
mainly by injury. 

The Compan y respond ed surprisingly well to the 
appeal fo r Rugby p laye rs launched at the start of the 
season and both hal ves of the Company managed to 
find fifteen s-all those who took their courage in both 
hands to learn the game are to be congratulated. 
' 'H.Q." 1 '"'ere favourites in the competit ion but lost 
to " B " Company in Vienna by 8 points to nil in an 
exciting m atch; we did we ll in the forwards but found 
the opposition threequarters too good for us, though 
Cpl. Fulton and Pte. Homer played we ll , and of the 
learners Cpl. Small and Bdsm. Marriott proved a useful 
second row. " H.Q." 2 suffered severely from injuries: 
CjSgt. \Vright dislocated a shoulder, Pte. Goodall cut 
his eye _arid S.S. I. Law hurt a foot, so they had to rely 
largely on their lea rners, ab ly guided by z/ Lt . Humber, 
Cpl. Elliott, Pte. Fros t and Pte. Kerr. Ptes. Lakin 
;.md Dri ver of the Ivi.T. and Pte. Cooper (Officers' 
i\'less) soon learnt the game and p layed consistently 
well throughout the season. 

\•Ve were unable to enter for the Novices Boxing, 
but a combined Company team came second in the 
Open-Cpl. Boreham and Pte. D owney were runners-up 
in the lightweight, 1s t and 2nd st ring respectively, 
and Pte. Spice and L/Cpl. Robinson were znd string 
in the middleweight and heavyweight respectively; 
Pte. Spice also is to be congratulated on being awarded 
the Best Loser's Cup. In the basketball we did not 
do as well as usual , since many experts of the Band 
(" H.Q." 1) and Drums (" H.Q." 2) are no longe r 
with us, but s till we managed to w in the friendly 
competi tion held over Christmas. 

In Battlion sports we have been wel.l represented: 
Sgt. Grogan, Cpl. Mead, L/Cpl. Young, and Ptes. 
I\1ercer, \Vright, Driver and Homer have played in 
the Soccer X I; Capt. Evans, Lt. Po lla rd, Lt. Lobb, 
Cp l. Elliott , Cpl. Fulton, L /Cpl. Tate, and Ptes. Frost 
and Homer in the Rugby XV; t he Bandmaster, Cpl. 
lVIcCorry and innumerable bandsmen in the Hockey X I, 
and now \VC s.eem to be doing quite well at ski -ing. 
Pte. Greenwood was a . nember of the Battalion team 
'vhich came second in the Army Championsh ips, and 
he himself came fifth in the Army Ind ividuals. We 
also hope to see Bdsm. Coe and Pte. Cooper in the 
Battalion Novices T eam for the B.T.A. Championship. 
L t . Pollard , Ptes. H opkins, Cooper and Carroll passed 
B.T.A. ski tests whilst at Schmelz. 

There is now only the Albuhera soccer, hockey and 
athletics to be decided, in all of which we hope to do 
well. With the Company finding two teams, our 
chances of winning the shield are not bright this year, 
but at least we hope to improve our posi tions in the 
final o rder of merit. 

SIGNAL PLATOON 

Our ranks have swelled somewhat in the last three 
months, due ma.inly to the posting in of 2 I new signallers 
at the end of the autumn cadre. V/e have had to say 
good-bye to some older mem bers of the plat00n: 
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Lj Cpl. Durrant, Pte. Rice and the Gould twins 
have left us for civi lian life, Pte. Anderson has gone to 
" B ,. Company as batman to iVIajor Clayton whose 
wi reless operator he was in Korea, Pte. Turrill is with 
" A " Company, and Pte. \Vheat is doing tempor~ry 
duty as " H.Q." Company arms storesman. In spite 
of this we are 44 strong, t hough our ranks wi ll be sadly 
depleted again when the Battalion moves to Cyprus­
we shall have to leave behind more than half our 
number, including Lt. J. S. B. Pollard who, after two 
yea rs as R.S.O., is going to the Depot, Sgt. Metzger 
who is off to seek his fortune in Canada, and many 
others, including Pte. H arvey, who was with the platoon 
in H ong Kong days. 

When our October field firing wit h c• A " Company 
at Schmelz was completed we return ed to Zeltweg to 
prepare for the American Exercise, only to find it post­
poned unti l 1\'larch. However, the cadre started as 
planned w ith the R.S.O., Sgt. Bai ley and Cpls. Mead, 
Cheesman and McCorry devoting most of their time 
to instructing, whilst we prepared demonstrations and 
did an advanced cad re. There was a pause of practica lly 
a week for Exercise " Brass lVIonkey," an apt ly named 
Battalion Exercise, held in country around Feldkirchen. 
It was a mobile scheme, so the cadre had littl e chance 
to practise their li ne-lay ing-in spite of the cold nights, 
we enj oyed ourselves-notwiths tanding frozen charging 
engines, motor-bikes, wirelesses and batteries. Thank 
goodness we had fine weather by day and a landscape 
that was both beautiful and favourable to wireless 
communication. 

The cadre finished, we were called upon to man the 
Schmelz signal exchange on the reopening of the camp, 
this time for ski -ing, and since then the platoon has been 
there, aga in with " A " Company, on a 1 o-day ski 
course. Apart from those on leave, most peop le seem 
to have got some ski-ing in-the Vienna detachment 
in the Vienna woods and the Zeltweg exchange, sianal 
centre and inteinal security operators on the local 
s lopes ; only the unfortunate S.D.S. clerk , Pte. Harden, 
who sleeps by day, has yet to emerge on to the slopes. 
Pte. Hopkins was unlucky enough to have a nasty 
acc ident in t he patrol race on the last day of ou r sk i 
course, and is now in K lagenfurt hospita l-·we wish 
him a speedy recovery. Ironically enough, the previous 
day he passed his B.T.A. Novices test, together with 
the R.S.O. and Pte. Cooper-Pte. Poole had bad luck, 
fa iling over " the bumps " and Cpl. Small and Pte. 
Lyons were cheated by injury. However, Pte. Green ­
wood is the real star of t he platoon on the ski s lopes­
he has been at Schmelz since the fini sh of the cad re 
and is a member of the Battalion Patrol Team that is 
doing so well this year. We wish him a place in ths 
Army team and further success-perhaps the I 956 
O lympics. 

In other sports we have done quite well: Cpl. Mead 
and L/Cpl. Young play regularly in the Battalion soccer 
X I , the R.S.O. and Cpl. Fulton play in the rugger XV, 
whilst Cpls. Turner and Small have p layed for the 
znd XV. Cpl. Mead and Pte. Baker play rugger for the 
Company and Ptes. Lyons, Mendoza and Poole have all 
p layed in their company teams, so we hope to build up 
the Platoon XV once more. Cpl. McCorry plays on the 

wing for thl! Battalion hockey X I and Cpl. Small and 
Pte. Lyons play basketball for the Company. In the 
realm of shooting, Cpl. lVIcCorry and Ptes. I-lowlett and 
Pearlman return consistently good scores in the monthly 
competition and Cpls. Turner and Small shoot in the 
Company .22 team, which is already in the final of the 
B.T.A. competition. Pte. Pea rlman also showed himself 
to be a keen boxer in the inter-company competition. 

'~'e must congratulate Sgt. 1VIetzger, Cpls. Fulton, 
Small and Hunt and L /Cp ls. Young, Pritchard and 
Colcman on their prom otions . Cpls. Fulton and Hunt 
are at present at Hythe on an R.S.I.s' course and must 
be further congratulated for passing in with 8s and 77 
per cent. respectively. Lt. \V. G. A. Crumley goes to 
H ythe on the next course in l\!Iay and joins the Platoon 
•· to learn the trade" as soon as his ski-ing is over; 
no doubt he will take over from the present R .S.O. in 
U.K. Ptes. 1\llerton and Garrett are at present on the 
Batta lion potential N.C.O.s' cadre, which keeps them 
well up to the mark. Pte. Full er is perhaps the most over­
worked member of the Platoon-R.S.O.'s batman and 
Battery Storeman-but Pte. Moore at Schmelz and 
Pte. \iVootton in the Stores would no doubt d isagree. 

Finally, welcome to l\1rs. Mead, who has just arrived 
in Zeltweg on the last train to bring families out, and 
congratulations to L/Cpl. and 1\llrs, Pritchard on the 
birth of a son. 

M.T, Platoon 

During the past four months the Platoon has lost a 
great many of its older stalwarts. Outstanding among 
our losses was the departure of C/Sgt. Wright on 
promotion. He had served with the Platoon as Technical 
Sergeant or Platoon Sergeant for so long that it seemed 
impossible that t here could be an M.T. Platoon without 
him. We miss his quiet sense of humour in the office 
and his wealth of experience in all matters concerned 
with transport. 

Sgt. Hope has left to go to the Depot and Cpl. Pitcher 
has returned to the R.E.M.E. D epot to await a new 
posting. Our good wishes go with them, as they do 
with all other members of the Platoon v.rho have recently 
departed on posting or release. 

Cpl. Pitcher had been attached to the Battalion since 
I 948 and we shall not only miss him personally, but also 
his ingenui ty and improvisation on t he next U.S. 
manoeuvres. 

The quarter has been relative ly quiet in as much as 
the weather has cut down the number of schemes, but 
the Platoon has been kept busy putting their house in 
order for the spring manoeuvres and preparing for the 
annual inspection. Painting and cleaning are now the 
order of the day and the barrack rooms are swiftly 
becoming unrecognisable under this shock treatment. 

We congratulate Sgts. Milner and Adams and L /Cpls. 
Buckley and Adams on their \.ve il-deserved promotions. 

Band 

Since September severa l of ou r members have left 
military life to become civi lians. We say goodbye to 
L/Cpl. " Red " Holt, to Bdsm. " Turkey " Dawson 
and to Bdsm. Duncan, all of whom have purchased 

their discharge. Bdsm. Peapdl, the " Old Gentleman, " 
completed his service with us and is now in Civvy Street. 

As replacements we have Bdsm. Rosenberg and 
Arnott, both pianists. There has been som~ ski r:n ishing 
around the solitary piano1 but Bdsm. Burle1gh d1splayed 
a Napoleonic sense of strategy by moving into the Band 
Stores, '"here the piano is kept. H e is therefore sit ting 
pretty-to wit, at the piano. 

Royal Military School of Music. L /Cpl. Christopher 
has returned· from R.l'VI.S.l\1., Kneller Hall, bringing 
with him a wife, Ahcia, whom ,..,e welcome, and a 
shocking line of patter, which is still as unwelcome as it 
was when he left. Bdsm. L ester and Carson went to 
Kneller Hall in September. There have been loud 
complaints from Lester about the amount of spit and 
polish deemed necessary there. 

Student Bandmaster Bentley has rdused the North 
Staffs Regimental Band, we are told. Perhaps he has no 
taste for another stay in Hong Kong. He is said to be 
waiting for a kilted band. Having seen him in jungle 
green shorts, we can hardly wait to sec him in a kilt. 
Student Bandmaster Bay ton has passed his VI/ ar Office 
examination. \Ve wi ll not give you the full title, because 
we cannot remember it, but it sounds quite awe­
mspiring. . . 

Since the news came out that our next sta t1on 1s 
Cyprus, we have been showered with propaganda 
assuring. us that the place is the original Garden of Eden .. 
with all modem con\·eniences, of course. There is 
ski-ing there, at Troodos, but we seem to remem?er 
hearing a friend lamenting the number of bone-snappmg 
tree stumps lurking just beneath the surface of the snow. 

Bdsm. Aburrow borrowed much money from the 
Regimental Inst itute in order to buy himself a new tenor 
sa'Cophone, gorgeously gold lacquered. The P.R. I. will 
be drawing A burrow's pay for the next year or so. 

Bdsm. £vans-greatest menace since the emergence 
of the "Yellow Peril," a persistent messer-about of 
every electrical appliance that he finds unguarded­
has, we gather, fallen in love. Anyway, he now has a 
parting in the shock of hay h e calls his hair, and he seems 
quieter. 

That is all for the present. iVlay we say goodbye 
from the Band quarte rs, thought by many to be the land 
of the lotus-eaters. 

"There is sweet music here that softer falls , 
Than petals from blown roses on the g rass." 

Corps of Drums 

At the end of the year we had to say a fond farewell 
to three old members of the Corps of Drums, Ptes. 
Sweetman, P almer and Palmer, and we wish them the 
best of luck in civilian life. They had put in excellent 
service with us and they wi ll be hard to replace. 

We took part in the service at Klagenfurt on Remem­
brance Sunday and marched past with the combined 
units stationed there. The Last Post and Reveille were 
souhded at the cemetery. 

With the rest of the Battalion we took part in Exercise 
" Brass Monkey," carrying out our operational role of 
C.O.'s escort and Battalion H.Q. defence p latoon. ':\,' e 
also f~~nd our feet under winter warfare conditions. 
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. .-\fter this exercise we settled down to some serious 
practice prior to going on leave. At last came that magic 
morning of D ecember 22, w hen m any a man was heard 
to say, " How nice and peaceful now the Drums are ~n 
leave." No sooner was leave finished than we were agam 
required in Vienna for the International Guard change 
with ' ' C " Company and, according to all accounts, 
acquitted ourselves to everyone's satisfaction. 

"A" COMPANY 

If we are to believe that varie ty is the spice of most 
people 's lives, then life in " A " Company for the past 
three months must surely be described as "piquant. " 
Vt/e h~ve for the most part indulged in a life of such 
varied activity that having now sett led in Vienna, which 
is at once the military haven fo r the mildly indolei1t 
and the social haven for the fain tly excessi,·e, life aP..d 
its inevitable routine seem comparat ively monotonous. 

Since tbe last issue of this J ou rn al we ha,·e been 
weU-busied by Zeltweg, we ll -bruised by Schmelz and 
spreadeagled by Christmas, not to mention our recent 
return to and reviva l of Vienna. Zeltweg kept us well 
occupied with those little fatigues which make life run 
so smoothly except for those that have to do them. 
The guard room became a fami liar s ight to the Com­
pany-in a dutiful capacity, that is-and we were lucky/ 
un lucky enough to provide the guard on C hristmas Day. 
Cpl. Silley, with only four days to serve in B.T.A. and­
anxious not to forget too soon what the anny was likt:, 
volunteered to command the guard that day. '\oVhen 
duties allowed, we knuckled down to some serious 
training and to a large extent concentrated on night 
work. Nights spent in the hills are seldom wasted, 
though someone should explain to a certain composite 
force of enemy that Gasthaus is not necessarily a 
pseudonym for " assembly area." • 

During the turn of the year several men of the 
Company attended a drill and duties cadre and returned 
to the Company later in the proud possession of flat 
feet, sore throats, and st ripes. L /Cpl. \Vheat and 
L /Cpl. Weatherall should particularly be congratulated 
on obtaining " B " Grading. 

Exercise " Brass Monkey " was comparable to a bad 
dream; painful to experience but easy to laugh. at after­
wards. The climate might conceivably h a,·e been a 
little cooler in the polar regions at the time, but not 
by much. The decidedly w1military wea ther reports 
which floated over the night air from time to time bore 
much evidence of this. However, despite the lack of 
heat and sleep, there was little lack of spirits and energy 
at the appropriate moments. Although half the Com­
pany would by now be firmly installed in the roll of 
honour as a result of a desperate charge on the third 
day, we were not entirely unsuccessful in making the 
enemy feel a little cut-up about events. One after­
thought-who borrowed the blankets? 

The last few months have witnessed the depanure of 
many old members of" A'' Company. We were more 
than sorry to see C.S.M. Wild disappear, though in his 
new appointment as R.S.M. there is not a man in the 
Company who does not w ish him all the luck he 
deserves. He was a personal loss to the Company 
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in that he had been with us since early Worley Barrack 
days, when he took over from C.S.M. Cooper. His 
successor, to whom we extend our welcome and almost 
immediately bid farewell is C.S.M. Goodge. He, alas, 
departs to the 7th Battalion in early March. 

Three N.C.O.s who had been with us for quite a 
whi le, departed this Austrian life and returned to the 
Depot to a life of instruction and clearer cigarettes. 
They were C/Sgt. Breame, Sgt. i\1uirhead and Cpl. 
Linzell. Good luck to them in their new jobs. Not 
long afterwards we lost Cpl. Butcher, Ptes. Clarke (45), 
Petitt , Thomason, Hill and Smi th (94) to the Adminis­
trative Unit, Klagenfurt, where we trust they are 
upholding the reputation of "A " Company with the 
sweat of their brows. 

Civilian life also claimed its usual toll of victims and 
leading that band of happy slackers was z/ Lt. P. A. 
Vhlden. He came to us quite a few months ago and 
directed most of his energy to play acting and cross 
country. \\7e are sorry to sec him go and trust his 
future will produce as many laughs as his presence 
did for us. 

A very stout pillar of the Company fad ed away when 
L/Cpl. Bond left his type\\'riter and returned to England 
to try his hand at the bar (the legal one). Cpl. S illey 
followed swiftly on his heels, and with him wen t Pte. 
Graham, who nearly prolonged his service yet further 
when he found his kit didn't quite match his docu­
ments. Anyway, the ending was happy enough and 
he faded away in the appropriate style without further 
delay. 

2 Lt. ~1. £\orsworthy has left us for a while, as have 
also a few aspirants to N.C.O.-ship, for the purpose 
of instructing and instruction. 

On December 2 I (( Reluctant Heroes '' was launched 
on the stage of the Globe Cinema. The Company was 
well represent~in this, providing the producer, most 
of the actors, and the scene shifters. It was a far 
greater success that we had dared hope for, in spite of 
the rather recent and slightly superior predecessor on 
the London stage! 

Our sport is best left unmentioned. It has no t been 
successful, though it was not from Jack of trying. T he 
rugger team did quite well , but the gam es it lost were 
due almost enti rely to lack of tackling, for which there 
is no excuse. The football team won as many games 
as it lost and our novice boxers showed a fair amount 
of promise. Our greatest success was probably in the 
potted sports at C hristmas when the Company rapidly 
became uncontestabl e, its immovabi lity doubtless 
originating from the recent festivities. 

\ '\/c must extend a word of welcome to the new­
comers of the Company-to Capt. C. H. 1\1ieville, 
"'.C., who came to fill the vacant post of z i C Company 
and who, during l\'Iajor Allott's leave, commanded the 
Company. Although a newcomer to the ski-slopes a 
few weeks ago, he is: far from being a novice now; and 
z /Lt. ~ r. Mather who joined us from the Depot in 
] anuary-to C/Sgt. Dodkins who took over from C/Sgt. 
Brcame after a year or h\'O of toil and tribulations at 
the D epot. For some time now the Company has been 
under s trength, bu t recent reinforcements have furnished 
us with our full complement. 

One addition to the Company we ha,·e not men­
tioned, and for this addit ion our wannest congratulations 
go to l\ll ajor and i\1rs. A llott, to whom a son was born 
on No\·ember 24, 1954· We feel he is already destined 
for a military career, but he has got a few years still 
to go before the Army try to make him decide. 

After a double fortnight's sl<i-ing holiday at Schmelz, 
where most people had to choose between hurting their 
pride or themselves, the Company advance party moved 
to Vienna and proceeded to make the living quarters 
habitable for the main party, who followed them up 
two days later on February 4· \Vith the experience 
of previous vis its behind them, the Company soon settled 
into the routine. This time we have the added duty of 
the Internat ional Guard at the A ll ied Control Build.ing. 
The next change-over on March 1 is our immediate 
task , for which much military preparation is being made. 
\ Ve hand over to the French then. At the moment our 
long-service men and our latest arri\·als are conjuring 
up dreams of Cyprus, while the rest of us have already 
almost run out of dreams of mid-Jul'y and home. 

"B" COMPANY 

The last quarter can be divided roughly into four 
pa rts: our last m onth in Vienna, which included the 
visi t of the Colonel of the Regiment and handing over 
International Guard duties to the French; Christmas 
and the New Year, with the majority of the Company 
on U.K. leave; Schmelz and ski training; the arrival of 
most welcome reinforcements and field training prior to 
the U.S. exercise to be held in early March. 

We \.vere delighted to welcome the Colonel of the 
Regiment to Vienna for his three-day visit and we hope 
that he enjoyed himself as much as we enjoyed having 
him with us. He showed the greatest interest in all he 
saw and certainly did not let the grass grow under his 
feet. \¥hilst he was with us he judged the Company in 
the Battalion drill competition and appeared to be 
pleased with what he saw. Alas, ·we ended up a very 
close second to "C" Company, to whom we lift our 
hats for achieving what we honestly conceived to be the 
impossible. 

The Company photograph, taken immediately after 
the competi tion, is interesting in that it included four 
old " B " Company Commanders: Major Chattey (now 
Battalion 2IC), IVIajor Burrows (the then Adjutant), 
Major Hutchings (the present Adj utant) and Major 
Clayton. It only goes to show that the dear old " Krem­
lin " just could not survive without the active support 
of the Company in training its elite. 

The guard change with the French took place on 
All Souls' Day, November 2, and, for some obscure 
reasons, the Band and Drums were not allowed to. give 
their customary concert before the change, nor were they 
allowed to p lay us on to the parade ground to the 
Company favourite," Roses Yon werthersee." However, 
the parade went without a hitch and the slow march 
past was again acclaimed by the Russian G.O.C., who 
evidently has not been promoted to the supreme com ­
m and of the S iberian salt mines as a result of his previous 
hand clap. 

The Vienna Garrison athletics team, st rongly re­
inforced by Battalion athletes. trounced both the 

" B " Company in Vienna, after the Drill Competition, photographed u;illl the Colonel of the Regiment and the 
Commanding Officer 

American and French teams in a triangular competit ion 
held in October. The British produced the winner and 
runner-up in nearly e,·ery event and Pte. Robinson 
t '' D " Company) won both S:~o and 1 .soo metres by 
the pro,·erbial st reet; in fact , he lapped both Americans 
in the latter e,·ent. 

V,le were more than g rateful to the Yienna Garrison 
educational staff for their intensified efforts to educate 
the Company. They achieved excellen t results: Sgt. 
Callaghan (to his own amazement!) managed to get that 
elusive second and q others wangled their thirds, with 
a further 15 passing their ora l tests . 

Perhaps our g reatest achievement in Vienna, in that it 
was so unexpected, was the winning of the Albuhera 
inter-company I s-a-s ide Rugby competi t ion with five 
wins and a draw. Two-thirds of the team had never 
played before, but, despite injuries and pos tings, they 
managed to pull out what was required on every 
occasion. The best effort was the 8-o win against 
"H.Q." t, who were hot favourites and bulging with 
Battalion and B.T.A. players. These successes were due 
largely to the enthusiasm and example of Major R. D. 
Hutchings and Cpl. Dixon. 

The Company soccer and hockey teams also dis­
tinguished themselves in the Vienna Garrison leagues. 
We have some yery promising players in both games and 
look fon,•ard to the Albuhera competition with hope and 
confidence, despite the fact that many of our star turns 
have left us on release and posting. 

We were ext remely sad to lose our 2IC, Major 
Hutchings, in I'\ove~ber, but congratulate him on 
becoming Adjutant . We know this appointment is only 
a stop-gap one and we sincerely hope that he wi ll be 
back again with us soon. Capt. B. A. !VI. Pielow rep laced 
Major Hutchings as Company 2IC and did yeoman work 
during his two and a half months with us. We are 
delighted that his talents have not gone unobserved, as 

he has now left us to bt:con1c Adj utan t of the 7th 
Battalion, but. all the same, \VC are most sorrowful at 
losing him and his family. VVe wish them the best of 
luck and hope to see them again when we return to U.K. 
in July. 

On return to Zeltweg in early D ecember our numbers 
were decimat~d by leave; many were overdue owing to 
\ · ienna duties. H owever, those of us who were left had a 
truly festive Christmas and New Year and we would like 
to tal:e this opportuni ty of t hanking Sgt. Medlock, 
A.C.C., and his staff for the right rcyal ~~ ristmas d inner 
that they produced and for all the extra-hard \VOrk they 
put in on behalf of the Company and the Battalion. 'v'le 
certain ly appreciated the results of their toil. Ptes. 
Briggs and Anderson, after obtaining offici al sanction, 
took .over a barrack room in the block, fo rmed a com­
mittee and working party and set about o rganising an 
eYening banquet on Christmas night. As a result the 
Company spent a first-rate evening in a we ll -decorated 
rocm with plenty of " personal ant i- freeze," mu~ic and 
good food. They an:! to be congratulated on their efforts 
and we hcpe that their idea has come to stay. 

1 
The resu lt:; of the novices' and inter-company boxing 

competit ions were disappointing compared to last yea r, 
when we wor: them both. Admitted that they came at an 
awkward time just after Vienna and before Christmas 
and that unavoid ablv the dates were changed; however, 
we feel tl"-at our c~ll ective efforts leave much to be 
desired and we will let the matter rest at that. The on ly 
sa,-ing grace in this instance was the efforts of the 
ind i,·idual. Cpl. \.Vestfall and Pte. H atchett put up 
excell ent perfom1ances in winning their weights in the 
novices' competition. Pte. Hall also did very well to 
win the best loser's p rize, whilst 2 /Lt. " John L. 
Su llivan" Higton won his novices' semi-final with the 
most perfect knock-out imaginable. Alas, in doing so 
he dan-aJed his thumb and thereby deprived us of a 
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humdinging final with Cpl. \ ¥estfall. In the inter­
company competition, V•/hen most of our ackno\vledged 
boxers were declared medically unfit to box, Cpl. West­
fa ll did well to finish as runner-up in the light heavies 
and Pte. Briggs, a last-minute substitute, put up a very 
courageous fight against an obviously superior boxer. 

So far we have spent ro days ski-ing at Schmelz and 
we look forward to our nex t spell there in about three 
weeks' time. Our first few days were spent on the 
n ursery s lopes learning to slow down (to stop would be 
an exaggeration !) and to carry out elementary (and 
sometimes painful) turns. Soon, however, the light 
(sligh tly shaded, perhaps) came to m ost of us and we 
were taken to the Winterleiten hut and subjected to the 
tender mercies of the so-called beginners' run and the 
Sterngasse. We all thoroughly enjoyed ourselves and 
are most grateful for the help and assistance given to 
us by our expert Austrian ski instructors. We are very 
pleased that Lt. Crumley, a novice from last year, has 
been selected for the Battalion ski team and is now 
taking part in the Army C hampionships at Bad Gastein. 
We also congratulate 2/Lt. Higton and Ptes. Jarvis and 
Debley on being selected for further training as potential 
en tries in the B.T.A. Novices' C hampionships at the 
latter end of February. 

Our .22 shooting team has been doing excellent ly in 
practice, but, alas, has not brought home the bacon yet 
in t he B.T.A. monthly shoot. Now that the gaps made 
by leave are closing, we th ink We will make the grade and 
quali fy for the finals. 

The U.S. exercise to be held in 1\ll arch is looming 
close and we have at least 70 per cent. new faces in the 
Company since our last exercise. Therefore our energies 
are being devoted to fie ld training, despite the rather 
inclement weather. We have no doubt whatsoever t hat 
the Company will do its stuff in no mean manner and 
we look forward to the exercise with pleasant anticipation. 

We congratulate Sgt. Ford, Cp ls. Dixon , D onnelly, 
Westfa ll and Conway and L /Cpls. Tarry, Aylward , 
Newland and Windsor on their well-deserved p rom otions 
and we bid sad adieux to z/Lt. J. M. A. Tal bot on 
posting to " C " Company and all those well-known 
faces who have left on release or posting. We welcom e 
z/Lt . D. E. B. Haydon and the new draft to the 
Company. 

"C" COMPANY 

We sit down to write these notes at Schmelz. T he 
Company came here on February 10 and for the next 
few days our chief aim in life is to learn to ski . The 
snow is in excellent condition, the Austrian instructors 
are eager and already som e of us are beginning to over­
come the first disappointm en t of discovering our inability 
to move over the snow with skis. 

P lodding up snowy slopes and living at approximately 
5,000 ft. make a man pretty exhausted and as we 
relax in the evenings we are in the mood to look back 
over the last four months and review our achievements 
and our disappoin tments. 

As fa r as '~ C n Company is concerned, the chief 
events during the last four months have been inter­
company rugger, basket ball, boxing and drill corn-

petition, also ou r tour of duty in Vienna, v.•hich cul­
minated in the I nternational Guard change on 
February 1 . 

In the sporting world we are disappointed in our 
performance on the rugger field . I n spi te of the hard 
work and unbounded enthusiasm of C/Sgt. (now C .S .lVI.) 
Thorogood, we came fourth. The Company was repre­
sented by z/Lts. McManus and S ibley, Sgt. Hartard 
(who parted company with a piece of one ear in the 
course of a gam e), Cp ls. Mclntosh, L owater and Roche, 
Ptes. Green, Harper, Tippetts, Penfold, Harrison, 
Grainger and other stalwarts. 

A t basket ball we were more successful and won the 
league. The high degree of ski ll introduced by Sgt. 
Potter and the efforts of z/Lt. Sibley, C pls . lVIclntosh 
and Norri s, Ptes. Goodwin and Bentley and other 
enthusiasts produced a team of which we were all proud. 
However, in Vienna on two occasions the French Army 
team eas ily outclassed us and showed us we had a .. lot to 
learn. Our defeats a t the hands of the French were 
compensated by the two very good social and gay 
evenings. 

Both the novices' and the open boxing competitions 
took place while the Company was in Vienna. \Ve sent 
back som e bold representatives, but Pte. Green was the 
only one to \vin his weigh t, winning the open heavy­
weight titl e. z/Lt. McManus and S ibley, L/Cpl. 
Harrison and others did thei r best, but only collected 
b ruises. 

The inter-company drill competition was taken b)' 
C.S.M. McMillan as a personal challenge, and it was 
clear he was only prepared to accept first p lace. All ranks 
were roused by his determination and achieved victory 
on the day. 

On November 30 the Company moved to Vienna. 
The sophisticated li fe of a large city after rural Zeltweg 
was a welcome change for us all and we soon settled 
down to the routine of Vienna Garrison. T he celebra­
tions for Christmas and the New Year were of a high 
o rder and all ranks were de lighted ·with the arrangements 
for our enjoyment. An exce llent C hristmas dinner, two 
all ranks' dances and other events were shared wi th the 
members of Vienna Garrison. However, on the evening 
of Boxing D ay we held a Company smoker and sing­
song, which was strictly confined to "Die-Hards." 
During J anuary our endeavours were mainly directed 
towards the International Guard change on February 1, 

when we took over duties from the Americans. The 
only interrup tion to our normal routine was an exercise 
run by H.Q . Vienna Garrison, which appeared to us to 
be somewhat confused, but no doubt was of va lue to 
those chiefly concerned . Towards the end of January 
life was dominated by the preparat ions for the parade 
and we ail got to know well the officers and m en of the 
American guard, both on the parade ground and socia lly. 
February 1 was a dull and mi ld day and the International 
Guard change was carried out satisfactoril y. 2/ Lt. 
Andjel carried the Regimenta l Colour, the first time ever 
by a National Service officer in the Battalion. 

Whilst in Vienna z/Lt. Andjel arranged a series of 
visits to the many places of historical interest in the city. 
Luxurious palaces, priceless art collections, crown jewels, 

and so on, a ll provided attraction , but it is ~nanimous l y 
agreed that the crypt under S t . _Stephen s Cat~edral 
was the greatest attraction of all , w1th ~norm?us ptles of 
human bones, represen ting somethmg hke zo,ooo 
skelt-tons. 

The last few months have witnessed inevitably the 
departure of fam ili ar faces. .l\1ajor Dawson left us in 
No\:ember to attend a course at the Se~ior ~fficer~: 
School and is now back, but commandmg H .Q. 
Company. C.Q.JVI.S. Thorogood left us in January, b~t 
our regret at his departUre was compensated _by h1s 
promotion to \N.0.2. Sgt. H artard, after a bnef but 
successful and useful career in t he Arm~, has gone to 
South Africa, where we all hope he wd l be ~q ua ll y 
successful as a ci\·ilian. Arri va ls in the Company tnclude 
l\ Jajor Bennett, z/ Lt. Andjel from Ea~on H all , 2/Lt. 
Talbot from " B" Company, C /Sgt. Wnght fro~ M.T., 
and Sgt. Edey. The reinforcements who JOII~ed. ~s 
ecentlY include some bright faces and we are optimistic 

:bout .the future . Amidst all this change C .S.M. 
McMillan remains as the only rea lly permanent feature 
of our Company life. H e is quite undaunted and ve ry 
quickly inst ils the sp irit of" Shiny C " into all the new 
arrivals. 

SUPPORT COMPANY 

:\Iajor ]. VV. G. Ormiston, who has commanded t he 
Company for the last eight months, \vas sud~enly ta.ken 
iU on New Year's Eve, had a three-week spell tn hospttal , 
and is now on local sick leave, prior to leaving the 
Battalion on February 23 to become an instructor at 
the Joint Services Staff College. His leadership i.n the 
CompanY and on cricket and hockey fields will be 
sadh- missed. \ Ve welcome Major V. A. Thomas, 
:\!.C ., as our new Company Commander. 

\\'e bade good- bye to 195-1- in a veri tab!~ _b laze . of 
glory as we won the novices boxing competitiOn w_tth 
ease and romped home in the inter-company boxmg 
competition with ten w inning finali s ts out of . eleven. 
\Ne thank Sgt. Redm ond and Pte. O'Rawe for their 
hard work in training our novices and Company team­
it was a job well done. 

\~Te enjoyed our tea in bed on Christ~1as mo ~n i ng 
and did full justice to the magnificent Chnstmas d mner 
provided for us. 

Our .22 shooting team has not yet come up to ex­
pectations, or at any rate to Support Company's standard 
of last yea r. Sti ll there is yet time for us to qual ify for 
the final and put " H.Q. " Compan y in the shade. 

The 1 oo yards range has seen a lot of us and gre~t 
improvement is visible, not only in scores but also m 
weapon handling. . 

The Ami-Tank Platoon has deserted us for the 1dle 
life of Yit:nna, where they are helping out " A " Com­
pany. They w ill be away for some two months and 
will, alas, miss the U.S. manoeuvres in 1\'[arch. . 

The Company is well represented on the _Battahon 
potential :.J.C.O.s' cadre \\' ith ten potenual fie ld­
marshals. They seem to be having an interes ting and 
busy time, j udging from the noise issuing from the 
c::~dre room. They have our fu llest confidence and we 
wish them every success. 

SUPPORT COMPANY BOXING TEAM 
Winners of Battal ion Open Compe tition 

Back ro'lc (left to right): Pte. Do/lard (ban lamu·eight 
g·i71ner), Pte. Shepherd (3rd string welteru:ei"ght 'icinner), 
Sgt. Redmond (Company coach), Pte. IVadm.ore ~2nd 
string welten.t•eight vdnner), Pte. Ball ( t ~t st~mg lzg_ht ­
'i.I.Jeight zdnner), Pte. Blacku:ell (znd strwg ltghtwe1ght 
'icinner). 

Front row (left to right): Pte. Sullh . .:cm (2~1d stnjzg midt:(le-
1ceight u ·inner), Pte. O'Rawe ( rst stnng rm.ddleu:e1ght 
w£nner), j\1ajor J. rr. G. Orm.iston (Con_1pany _Com­
mander), Pte. Petrie ( rst string 7.oeltern.:etght unnner), 
Pte. Kent (light hem.:yn:eight 'liJ£nner). 

1 t is ahvays sad to say good-bye to any one, but 
particularly so in the case of three such stalwarts as 
Ptes. York, Bell , and Downey. The former was always 
a tO\ver of strength in the c ricketing world and, of course, 
Bell , in addition to being Company Clerk, was the 
automatic cho ice as Company and Battalion scorer (and 
mascot). 

\~'e welcome all new arriva ls, who seem to ha\·e 
sett led down remarkably quickly. 

MORTAR PLATOON 

During the last quarter the Platoon has slow ly been 
losing some of its old mortar-men, and by the next 
issue of these notes we shall be left with the p roverbial 
two men and a dog. Sgt. Power has left us for 1\llalta, 
where we believe he will sti ll have something to do 
with S upport Company, Sgt. VValters is off to the 
7th Battalion, L/Cpls. ] akeman and Jones cannot be 
p revailed upon to stay, and Capt. W. I\1. Deacock is 
off to don his red beret once again. At the moment 
we await z / L t. T. ] . HLimber, who will return fresh 
from his course ready to run cad res and fom1 a new 
platoon for Cyprus. VIe congratu late Cpl. Green on 
his second stripe and a most cxcellenr " C" at Nether­
avon. 

Capt. \"l. I\'1. Deacock and Cpl. Green represented 
the British element in the athletics meet in Vienna, 
and some of our taller men have had the honour and 
pleasu re of being attached to the duty com pany in 
Vienna. 

The only times that the Platoon has been togethe:, 
have been for Exercise " Brass Monkey " and the sk i­
ing at Schmelz. " Brass iVIonkey " taught the Platoon 
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how to keep warm and how to keep the wheels rolling­
anybody who was unable to learn these two essentials 
must have been most uncomfortable indeed I The 
battle procedure of advance to contact was practised, 
modified, and in some cases improved upon. The 
communications battle was also partially won, by 
creating intricate nets of sets and stealing other people's 
frequencies. At least our rear link net never failed to 
receive the magic words " tea's up " loud and clear I 

For the first time in Austria the Platoon had the 
opportunity of undergoing a ski course. Previously 
the only training was that sneaked between duties 
whilst the Platoon was administering Schmelz last year. 
This has meant that the instructors have had to eradi­
cate the faults that have been self taught, and start again. 
We feel flattered that Ptes. Fletcher, Cox and Bradley 
have been selected as potential Battalion novice entries 
for the B.T.A. ski championships. The remainder of 
the Platoon are slightly battered but none the worse 
for wear, and looking forward to the coming American 
manoeuvres. Capt. W. M. Deacock is again up at 
Schrnelz as Camp Commandant, but the Platoon looks 
forward to being reunited and " in action" shortly. 

MACHINE-GUN PLATOON 

Towards the end of November we started a cadre 
which, after numerous interruptions, finished at the 
beginning of January. Sgt. Young once again being 
the chief instructor. 

Congratulations to the boxers of the Platoon, all of 
whom did so well in the novices and open boxing 
competitions. Ptes. Spurge and Smith (86) have spent 
the whole of the winter at Schmelz with their Platoon 
commander training for the ski championships . Pte. 
Spurge has improved beyond all recognition and was 
one of our chief hopes in the Army downhill and 
s la lom. However, he had the worst possible luck in 
the downhill race and sprained his ankle. He has very 
nobly put back the date he is to leave B.T.A. for 
demob, so that he can take part and represent the 
Battalion in the B. T .A. championships. 

The whole Platoon was at Schmelz on ski training 
from January 30 to February ro. It was a most enjoy­
able interlude. Pte. Castle had the bad luck to break 
his leg, but he is now recovering in the B.M.H. 

Congratulations to Sgt. Clarke on his promotion to 
Sergeant; it is with regret that even that did not per­
suade him to change his mind and sign on for a further 
period. We are due to Jose a lot of people in the next 
few months, and Sgt. Young can be seen walking about 
with a dotted line ready for them to sign on . 

At the end of this month we say good-bye to some of 
our old hands: Cpl. McDonnell, Ptes. Spurge, Holmes, 
Smith (86), and Lloyd. We wish them all the best of 
luck in Civvy Street. 

On November 24 a six-a-side knock-out tournament 
was held at Zeltweg. Ten teams entered and the 
'\\'inners were " H.Q." (represented by the Band), who 
beat " A " Company 2, 3-o, in the final. 

The season ended with home and away fixtures 
against No. 12 Wireless Squadron (from Graz), who 
we defeated each time by 4-1. 

These notes would not be complete without m ention 
of the departure of R.S.IVI. Tarrant on his well -deserved 
promotion. He has been a stalwart member of the 
Battalion team for many years and has helped to turn 
the tide in many a grim battle. People come and go, 
but he seemed to be the sheet anchor of the team. 
To say that he will be difficult to rephce is an under­
statement, and I know that all hockey players will join 
me in wishing him good fortune in his new appointment, 
and, most of all-good hockey ! 

Other members of the Battalion team who have left 
us recently are Cpl. Silley, Bdsm. Duncan and Bdms. 
Dawson. We wish them success in their chosen career, 
and hope that they find the opportunity to continue 
the sport of their choosing. 

RUGBY 

The first half of the rugger season passed all too 
quickly, due in part to the condition of the ground, 
which delayed the start of the season until early October 
and brought it to an abrupt close in late November. 

October Was devoted to the inter-company Albuhera 
15-a-side league, which was won by "B" Company, 
the duty company in Vienna, with " H.Q." r second; 
"A" Company, being the numerically weakest company 
at the time, were g iven noble assistance by " D " Com­
pany, but no company found it easy to fie ld a full team 
for each round. I< H.Q." Company had two teams to 
find, " S " Company were handicapped by injuries and 
Schmelz commitments and I< C " Company by leave. 
Also many established p layers were not with us: '(A" 
Company inissed 2/Lt. I. 1\11. E. Lloyd in the forwards, 
" B " Company were w ithout Lt. VV. G. A. Crurnley, 
whilst t( H.Q." Company found L /Cpl. Tate, last year's 
B.T.A. and Battalion scrum half, practically irreplace­
able until Cpl. Fulton filled the gap so nobly. "S " 
Company lost Pte. Kent through injury and Cpl. Green 
was away at Netheravon. (( C" Company were the 
hardest hit by injuries of any company. It is very much 
to the credit of the captains of the company teams and 
to all those who came forward to learn the game that the 
competition was such a success, producing as it did a 
surprisingly high standard of Rugby football. (t B " 
Company won the competition with five wins and a 
draw ; they started as rank outsiders, but proved them­
selves to be a good all-round team with strong outsides. 
The competition aroused great interest in the Battalion 
and, contrary to expectations, went with a swing. It is 
hoped that I s-a-side Company Rugby has come to stay. 

The B.T.A. knock-out competition took place in 
November with the Battalion enterin g two teams withou t 
difficulty; in fact, as a result of the company rugger 
competit ion, there were so many players t~ pick from 
that places in the 2nd XV were keenly fought for. As a 
preliminary a weakened Battalion XV played R.A.S.C. 
(Aust ria) in a friendly match and won by a convincing 
margin, 26---o. Sgt. Lewis (R.A .S.C.), Cpl. Green and 
Pte. Homer were outstanding in a good three-quarter 
line. In the first round of the competition the first team 
travelled ' to Klagenfurt to play Royal Signals (Austria) , 
who had defeated u s last year in both the knock-out 
and the seven-a-side, but we could on ly draw somewhat 

unconvincingly 6-6, z /Lt. i\11. Norsworthy dropping a 
goal some five minutes before no si~e . T~e three-quarter 
line were very ragged, Sgt. Lewts havmg left us the 
previous week for civil ian life. On the same day the 

2 nd XV, captained by z /Lt. T. J. Humber, entertained a 
combined R.A.M.C./R.E. (Austria) team at Zeltweg 
and secured a convincing win by zo--o; L /Cpls. 
Tarry and Harrison and Pte. Whiting were outstanding 
in a good team. In the first round rep lay the 1St XV 
beat · Roya l Signals (Austria) 6-3 in extra time at 
Zclnveg on a pitch that one hour before the kick-off 
was waterlogged. In the mud bath that ensued the 
Battalion forward rushes proved the winning factor, 
though Sgt. Hartard and L /Cpl. Newland played well 
in the backs . It is impossible to single out any Battalion 
forward for praise, as all played weJI and were quite 
unrecognisable after half-time. However, Capt. H. J. 
Evans showed that he had lost none of his old skill in 
two years at the Depot and 2/Lt. R. Andjel proved a 
useful reinforcement. 

In the semi-final of the B.T.A. knock-out our two 
teams were unfortunately drawn against each other at 
Zelnveg; the first team, though without Capt. Evans, 
through injury, and Sgt. Hartard , who we were all very 
sorry to see leave the Battalion the day after the Signals 
replay, won an exciting match 6-s, Pte. Saunders 
kicking a penalty wi thin seconds of no side. This was 
not a happy match for the first team, who may have been 
somewhat stale, but had no excuse for the way the 
second team showed them up. Major R. D. Hutchings, 
who captained the 2nd XV, played his usual robust game 
and was without doubt the most effective forward on the 
field. The first team, having narrowly scraped its way 
through in a rather unconvincing manner, had then to 
meet the R.E.M.E. /R.A.O.C. team in the B.T.A. final, 
but early frost postponed our meeting until the second 
half of the season in March. 

With Rugby in B.T.A. over for 1 95+, eight players 
from the Battalion visited Zagreb, Yugoslavia, on a 
three-day tour with the B.T.A. team to play the Mladost 
Club. This was the first visit by any foreign Rugby side 
to Yugoslavia and a great fuss was made of us; only the 
one fixture was played, but that before ro,ooo people in 
the People's Stad imn, which is usually used for soccer; 
in fact, the rugger uprights were merely screwed to the 
football posts and the try line was 5 yards in front of the 
posts! The game was on the third day of the tour, 
and after t¥.ro days of receptions, students' balls and 
sightseeing tours we were none too fit, but, after all, it 
was fair for both sides, as our hosts came too. Imagine 
our surprise, however, when 15 completely different 
students appeared before us on the pitch. In spite of all 
this, we managed to win by a narrow margin, 14-11 , 
though our opponents were fit and fast with plenty of 
fight; their woollen shirts made scrummaging memor­
able for the front row. Their knowledge of the game is 
good, though they tend to forget the off<>ide rule and 
they are very keen to learn. Considering their previous 
fixture had been with Belgrade, whom they discovered 
play French 13-a-side league (and yet still they drew 
9-9), they gave us a very good game. 

VVe now look forward to the start of the second half 
of the season in March, when we shall be returning the 
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hospitality of the Yugoslavs, playing off the final of the 
B.T.A. knock-out competition, nmning our own inter­
company seven-a-side competition and entering the 
Battalion team in the B.T.A. and, perhaps, the B.A.O.R. 
sevens. We fear we may lose some stalwarts before 
then: Capt. Deacock, Lt. Lobb and z /Lt. McManus 
are due to go on courses and Lt. Crumley may still be 
ski patrolling somewhere. However, the will to win is 
there and there is plenty of ta lent, both exploited and as 
yet untried. 

The Battalion team for the first half of the season was 
as follows: Pte. Green (" C "), L /Cpl. Newland 
(" B "), 2/Lt. M. Norsworthy ("A" ), Pte. Rayner 
(" C "), L /Cpl. Harrison (" C "), Cpl. Dixon (" B "), 
L /Cpl. Tate (" H.Q."), 2/ Lt. A. E. Mcl\llanus (" C ") , 
Lt. ]. S. B. Pollard (" H .Q."), Capt. H. ] . Evans 
(" H.Q.") (captain), Capt. W. M. Deacock (" S "), 
Pte. Saunders (" D "), z/Lt. R. Andjel (" C "), Lt. 
Lobb (" H.Q."), Cpl. E ll iott ("H.Q.") B.T.A. team to 
Zagreb. 

Also played: 2/Lt. P. E. Higto"n (" B "), Sgt. Hartar 
(" C "), Sgt. Lewis (" D "), Cpl. Fulton (" H.Q."), 
L /Cpl. Whitthread (" D "), L /Cpl. Roche (" C "), Pte. 
Homer (" H.Q."), Pte. Frost (" H .Q."), Pte. Whiting 
("0"). 

Anti-Tank Platoon 

The main item of interest since the last issue of 
The Die-Hards has been the firing of the annual gunnery 
course at Hohne Ranges, B.A.O.R., which took place 
from October 8 to 19 last year. It is true to say that 
the visit was a great success, and all ranks of the Platoon 
gained invaluable experience and knowledge for the 
future. 

After loading the 17-pounders and carriers on to 
railway flats at the aerodrome sidings, and after satis­
fying the vigilant representative from the Austrian rail­
ways regarding the secureness of our lashings and blocks, 
the train finally departed in the late afternoon of 
October 8. In spite of the fact that it took nearly 
three days to reach our destination--owing to frequent 
halts at main stations-the journey proved both inter­
esting · and comfortable. The accommodation was 
excellent, while in the impress ive dining-car, kindly 
supplied by "Q" Movements, B.T.A., we enjoyed the 
excellent cuisine that was provided by a most enter­
prising Austrian cook specially loaned for the occasion. 
Also in this connection, the two dining-room orderlies 
must not be forgotten, namely Ptes. Hawkins and 
Waters. These two stalwarts of the Platoon worked 
indefatigably all hours of the day during both journeys, 
and carried out their duties in a most exemplary manner 
to the benefit of all. 

We eventually arrived at Bergen sidings on the 
morning of the eleventh (where the happy, smiling 
face(?) of the Platoon sergeant awaited us, Sgt. Moyse 
having arrived two days before with the advance party), 
and after unloading, drove to Hohne Camp. What 
had been called a camp proved to be a great number of 
very large modem barracks, possessing every imaginable 
facility for training and recreation, and the Platoon 
soon settled themselves into their temporary abode with 
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enthusiasm. The barrack accommodation could not be 
b.ettered anywhere , and the fact t hat the NAAFI was 
Situated just outside the door was an additional adva-9-
tage which was appreciated very much by all ranks. 

Regarding the actual shooting, \VC are glad to be able 
to report that the results were excellent, notwithstanding 
the fact that ammunition was rest ricted and that the 
weather was far from ideal th roughout our stay. Zeroing 
was soon completed, and the detachments quickly 
settl ~d down to service shoots aga inst stationary and 
mov~_ng targets at fighting ranges. A considerab le pro­
por~Jon o~ the Platoon had had no previous experience 
of live finng, and it was pleasing to see the efficiency 
?f the D .C.s in distance and lead judging, and the 
l.~stant reaction of the No. JS in passing on the correc­
tiOns to the remai nder of the gun numbers-the results 
of many hours of dry preparation back at Zelt\veg. 

In fac t, the Range 'N.O. was heard to exclaim that 
it was the best infantry an ti -tank platoon he had seen!­
but ''.' hether this statement was spontaneously genuine 
o~ the customary polite expression reserved for all 
v1siting anti-tank platoons we were never ab le to dis­
cover. At any rate, it must be recorded that the W.O. 
was a long-standing member of the R.A.C. and not 
an ol_d " D!e-Hard "! The last morning, with visibi lity 
restncted to patches, each detachment tried a " long 
shot " with their remaining ammunition, at moving 
targets between 900 and r ,200 yards distance and a 
close inspection afte rwards, confirmed that ove; 75 per 
ce~t- ~f the rounds had found their ta rget . It was a 
sausfymg grand final e to our training, and all members 
of the Platoon played an ind ividual par t in achieving 
such a good resuJt. 

Although we had several days spare before returning, 
they ':ere not wasted. A visit to a neighbouring 
Can adtan Tank Regiment, Strathcona's H orse, was 
arranged, and proved most instructive and entertaining. 
We were shown all the mechan ical perplexities of t hei r 
Centurion tanks, while some of the Platoon were fortu­
nate in seeing the "other side," by being included as 
tank_ ~rew during a rea listic and frightening battle run. 
A v1s1t was also made to the remains of the notorious 
Belsen Concentration Camp, whi le a las t excurSion to 
rh_e nearby town of Celle proved m ost enjoyable. 
Fmally we departed on October r6, and arrived back 
at Zeltweg without mishap three days later. 

A special word of thanks is due to the s taff of H .Q. 
H ohne Ranges, for making our stay so comfortab le 
and interesting. Nothing was too much trouble and 
it was their excellent adm inistration which help~d to 
make the visit such a success . 

Since returning from H ohne, the Platoon has not 
been id le. A six-week 17-pounder cadre was held 
during December-January for the benefit of the 14 
new members who joined the Platoon at the end of 
November. lVIost satisfactory results were obtained 
which augurs. well for the future , and in particula; 
Pte." Turner IS to be congratulated on his excellent 
grading. In the sporting world we have done equally 
well, and we were delighted when four members of the 
p latoon, Ptes . Wright (6 r ), Su lli van, Wadm ore and 
Young were included in the " S " Company team 

which won the inter-company boxing compet ition. 
All of them fough t extremely we ll , and a ll but one 
managed to win their individual bouts. At the m oment 
we are looking forward to a lengthy stay in V ienna, and 
feel sure that our attachment with " A " Conlpany will 
prove a happy one. 

YVith regard to personalit ies, we are sorry to say 
good-bye to Ptes. Downey and York recent ly. 

Pte. Downey w ill be m issed from the Carrier Drivers 
while the cheerfulness and sporting ability of Pte. York 
will be hard to fil l. All ranks wish them the best of 
luck in C ivvy Street. On the other hand, we are glad 
to welcome back Cpl. 1-liggi ns in to the an t i-tank fold 
aga in, after a long absence" of r8 months in Civvy 
Street .. If any other ex -an ti-tank gunner is thinking 
o~ commg back to the army aga in, we can guarantee 
hun a special welcome from his old Platoon. What 
about it? 

Assault Pioneer Platoon 

T he last quarter has brought about a lot of changes 
wi.thi n the_ Platoon. Firstly, we congratulate C/Sgt. 
Dnre on h1s \veil-earned promotion to colour-sergeant, 
but we are very sorry that h e had to leave the Platoon. 
\Ve have also lost Pte. Harris, who has departed on a 
s~ecial course for service with the S.A.S. in Malaya; 
with him goes all our best wishes. 

The new entries to the Platoon have all successfully 
passed the assault pioneer cadre which has been run 
by Cpl. Rock . Special note must be made of Pte L ove 
who has done exceptionally well. . ' 

_\~e have had a very pleasant ten days up at Schmelz 
sk1 -mg, and although we are not up to championship 
standard, we can more than hold our own aga inst 
Company H .Q . 

Congratulations go to L /Cpl. Edwards on his recent 
promotwn. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 

True t~ form, the lVless strode through the last lap of 
I954 leavtng many a mem orable function and occasion 
behind it. 

The postponement of the U .S. A rmv fa ll manoeuvres 
was greeted by all with rejo icing in i:he heart and, of 
course, disappointment in the eye. All , that is, except 
R.Q_.~.S. Griffiths , who was denied the sadist ic pleasure 
of g1vmg us an R.Q.'s fa rewell. Our glee was dampened 
?Y the announcement that the Battalion would take part 
m a fi ve~day exercise in mid- Novembe r. It was ve ry 
apt ly des1gnated " Brass Monkey," and sufficient to say 
that we all su rvived, although to this day we often hear 
awesom e discussions on the dreadful hardships endu red 
by " B " Echelon. 

The days following " Brass I\1onk~v " saw frantic and 
somewhat secretive act ivity in the Iviess. The an te­
room was elevated to the dignity of poop deck, \.vhereas 
the bar suffered a slight setback and finished up as the 
fo'c'sle. On November 25 the secret was out: Ye Olde 
Pirate Ball. What a roa ring success it was, too. Bos'n 
Kenric_k and m otley deck hands are to be congratu lated 
on the1r efforts and t he resu lt thereof. Admission was 
lim ited to those suitably attired, wh ich meant that 
everyone got in. The officers and their ladies arc to be 

congratulated on their effort, the Commanding Officer 
being, perhaps, the most fearsome p irate of them all. 
The good pirate ship Zeltzueg soon resounded to the 
clang of cutlass and rapier and m any a poor soul was 
drowned deep in Gosser or soda water when boarders 
were repelled. 

December, bringing wi th it that fami liar savour of 
celebrations, brought also a more sorrowful n ote, 
December 5 being the day R.S .:M. and M rs. Tarrant 
would be leaving us. A farewell dinner on December 4 
was followed by a rather overshadowed social and dance, 
during which R.S .I\11. and l\llrs. Tarrant were presented 
with a most impressive timepiece by his successor, 
R.S.M. Wild, on behalf of us all. 

Nlr. and lVlrs. T arrant left in a blaze of glory on 
December 5· They were towed to the guard room in a 
jeep by the I\1ess members , preceded by the whole Band 
and Drums. The Battalion turned out to say farewell 
and there were many shouts of " Good luck, si r." At 
the entrance to camp the tow ropes were removed and 
the car accelerated towards Zeltweg Station, foll owed 
by the M ess members in two T.C.V.s. An impromptu 
but very successful get-together followed and , as the 
station waiting room was rather draughty, we adjourned 
to a convenient Gasthaus- The train eventually pulled 
in and, in due course, puffed out again into the distance, 
leaving a sad and subdued gathering. \\1e soon recovered , 
however, as we always do, and we all heartily con­
gratulated R .S.M. Volild and assured him of the loyalty 
and support we had been privi leged to afford his 
predecessor. 

The Christmas festivities opened wi th a m ost success­
ful Christmas draw on D ecember 18 , C /Sgt. Wright 
and Sgt. Orme having organised a most attractive and 
useful array of prizes. Sgt. Harris was. followed by many 
an envious eye as he staggered from the presentation 
with the grea test part of a pig, Austrian pattern, draped 
over his shoulder. 

Christmas Day was heralded in, as usual, by hordes 
of bright and cheerful Mess members happily issuing 
early morning tea to appreciative occupants of gaily 
decorated barrack rooms. Sgt. L emait re insists to this 
day that he really did aim -for a certain man's mug and 
not his eye. The Mess members were entertained in the 
Officers' Mess at noon , after which the combined 
strength of both Messes advanced on the cookhouse and 
did their stuff wit,h the troops' stuffing. The married 
members then shared their frugal rations with the less 
fortunate and all settled down to a most enjoyable time. 
The officers challenged the lVless to a snowball fight on 
Boxing Day and subsequently wished they had not. 

New Year saw the Mess at rather depleted strength 
with "C '' Company in Vienna, "A" Company at 
Schmelz and a number of members on U.K. leave. The 
Officers' IVless was in much the same condition, but they 
came over just before midnight to join us in a most 
enjoyable farewell to IQ $4 and greetings to 1955 -

The weeks beh ind us have seen the all too frequent 
change of faces. VVe welcome m ost warmly all new faces 
and are always loath to see an old 'un go. C.S.M. 
Graham has left us for East Africa, C /Sgt. VVhitehead 
to B.A.O. R. and C /Sgt. Breame to the Regimental Depot 
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together w ith Sgt. Hope. We congratulate the following 
on their promotion: C.S.Ivl.s Perry and Thorogood, 
C /Sgts. Potter, Wright and D ive and Sgts. Ford , Milner, 
Adams, Metzger and Clarke. 

A lthough the snow was rather late this year, ski-ing 
conditions are now q ui te good and the steady workers 
am ongst us, who cannot find time to wi nte r at Schmelz, 
snatch every opportunity to demonstrate their " snow­
ploughs" and "stem-tu rns." In fact, a vehicle can be 
seen each weekend snaking its way toward Rachau, 
where t he slopes are only bettered by those at Schmelz­
but the gllihwein tastes the same anywhere! 

ATHLETICS 

After the B.T.A. athletics in September, plans were 
afoot for a triangular inter-Allied meeting in Vienna. 
This should have taken place on September 29, but had 
to be postponed at the request of t he French element until 
October 16. 

" B " Company, wh o were duty company in Vienna, 
were invited to produce some representatives for the 
British element and to these were attached some Bat­
ta lion athletes. Training took place in V ienna and 
Zeltweg. It was, however, rather late in the yea r for 
peak fitness to be expected and there was much specula­
tion as to the possibilities of the British team and the 
Battalion representatives in particular. 

The day of the meeting proved clear and sunny in 
contrast to the chilly weather experienced formerly ;­
The athletics stadium in Vienna was hung with the flags 
of t_he Allies and a large crowd was present to support its 
vanous teams. 

After the first event it became clear that the British 
element were by far the fitter athletes and it could be 
seen that , although t he Americans had good material , 
their ath letes were not in very good condition. Included 
in the programme was an " izzy dizzy" race, where teams 
had to spin with their head on a baseball bat and then 
run a relay, and also a grenade throwing event, at both 
of which the French showed great skilL From the 
Battalion Pte. Robinson cleared the field in the 1 ,6oo 
metres in 4 min. 42 sec. and Pte. Homer won the I oo 
metres in 1 r.6 sec. The Battalion also raised the bulk of 
the winning roo metres relay team (46.6 sec.) with Ptes. 
G reen, H omer and Ashman. 

The final results were: British , 90 points; Americans, 
45 points; French, 27 points. 

The fo llowing were the results of the Battalion repre­
sentatives placed in the m eeting: 

roo Metres.-rst, Pte. H omer (11.6 sec.); 3rd, Pte. 
Green. 

200 !Vletres.-rst, Pte. Green (24.2 sec.); 2nd, Pte. 
Ashman. 

400 Metres.-Jrd, Capt. D eacock (sJ.I sec.). 

Boo Metres .- rst, Pte. Robinson (2 min. 6.8 sec.). 

r,6oo A1etres.-xst, P te. Robinson (4 min. 42 sec.). 

High]ump.-znd, Pte. Smith 186) Is ft. 3 in.). 

Discus.-2 nd , Capt. D eacock (1o8 ft. 2 in.). 

Ptes. H om er, Green and Robinson and Capt. Deacock 
attained Battalion standard medals in all their events. 
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ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL 

The Battalion team have had a most success ful first 
half season which ended on November 27. The second 
half conunences in !VIarch. The team is at p resent 
second in the league to the Royal Signals, level on 
poin ts but with one gam e in hand. 

As usual the tean1 can never be a permanent one 
owing to leave and release, our lates t losses being 
Sgt. Longman and Ptes. Tier and Warn. 

Pte. Bentley is now team captain and has played 
many fine games s ince changing his position from right­
back to centre-hal f. Our chief scorers have been 
Ptes. l\11ercer , Kirk, Homer and Driver. 

Although doing so well in the league our cup per­
fomla nces have been extremely disappointing. Games 
that should have been won have been los t by poor 
positional play, holding the ba ll too long, trying to beat 
t hat ex tra m an, and easing up. All these faults we 
intend to rectify in iVIarch . 

Tn the Army Cup we lost to the R.A.S.C., 3-I, in 
a truly uriaccountable manner. In the E.T.A. Cup 
we started as favourites, and after having had our 
revenge by bea ting the R.A.S.C. 4- I in the last 
round, \VC went and lost to the R. A.O.C . 3-2 in the 2nd . 

The resu lts were: 

v. R.A.S.C. . .· 
v. R.A. P.C./R.E. 
V . I< .A.U. 
t• . B.M. H . 
V. R.E.M.E ... 
t•. F.S./R.M. P. 
v. Roya l S igna ls 
t ·. R.A.S C. 

V. R.A.S.C. 

V. R.A.S.C. 

V. R.A.O.C. 

L EACUE GAti'IFS 

ARMY CUP 

B.T.A. C u P 
First Romtd 

Second Round 

BOXING 

\Von 2- 1 
Won 8-6 
Won s- J 
Won 9-2 
\\'on ~-o 
\Von 13- 2 
Drew 3-3 
Won 8- 5 

Lost 3- 1 

Lost J-2 

I t was unfortunate that the seasons in Aust ria necessi ­
tate that the majority of the sports counting towards 
the Albuhera Shield should be decided in the space of 
about two months. Nevertheless, the novices' and 
open company competitions were fough t off in D ecember. 
It is not often that one can say that a novices' competi­
tion was of a higher standard than an open, but such 
was the case this yea r. In the former , companies 
spared no effort in getting entries, and the fact that 
some eighty boxers fought from four companies speaks 
for itself. The boxing throughout was, if not always 
ski lful , certainly enthusiastic, while the finals between 
Pte. Rawlings and L /Cpl. S teadman, both of " A " 
Company, Pte. Wadmore (" S " Company) and Cpl. 
Speck ('• A " Company), and the eliminating round 
between Pte. H all (" B " Company) and Pte. Rawlings 
(" A " Company) stand out as exceptional. A lthough 
th is competition did not count towards the Albuhera 
Shield , a ta lly was kept and showed that " S " Compan y 
won wi th a clear lead of 74 points over" A" Company, 
who were second with 53 points. 

It may have been that the open competit ion came 

too shortly after the novices', but the entries even so 
were poor. Glancing round the NAAFI on D ecem­
ber r 5, w hen the fina ls took p lace, one fe lt that many 
could have been in the ri ng fighting for their companies 
rather than being content with m erely watching. The 
standard of t he boxing itself was low, in fact two 
finalists d id not have to fight at a ll. But one aspect 
brightened the evening, fo r out of 11 weight and string 
winners, "S " Company had obtai ned ro. A lot of 
the credit fo r this must go to Sgt. Redmond , 11 S " 
Company, who had got hold of his boxers and obviously 
made a thorough job of creat ing a rea lly fit team. The 
result was again an easy win fo r '' S " Company with 
a lead of 15 points over the next company. 

The Commanding Officer presented the prizes at 
both competitions, and \"'e are ind ebted to Major 
i\lycroft, R.A.E.C., and S.M. l. Wilson , A.P.T. C., who 
very kind ly came up from Klagenfurt to assis t us in 
the judging, which was carried out this yea r from the 
ring. The detailed results of both competit ions were 
as follows: 

NO\'I CES ilOX I/':C COi\11'£1'/TIO!\ 
·• S" Comp;mr 74 Poi nts 

53 Poims 
38 Points 
21 Poims 

" A " Compa ny . 
" B " Compan y 
" C " Company . 

\\. I NN~R 

Bantam: Pte. Dollard (" S ") 
Feather: Pte. Harrison (" S ") 
Lr'ght : Pte. Wright (" S ") 
Light Welter: Pte. Wadmore (" S ") 
Welter: Pte. Rawlings ("A") 
Li.rdll Middle: P1 c. S ulli va n (" S ") 
Middle: Pte . H atch4::t t (" 13 ") . . 
Light H eavy: L /Cpl. Westfall (" U ") . . 
Htaty: L /Cpl. Hardcastlc ("A ") 
Best LAser: Pte. Hall(" B ") 

RLiNNER- UP 

Pte. Hossack (" S ") 
Pte . Alien(" B ") 
Pte. Young(" S " ) 
P te. Speck ("A") 

b~~J: s~~~~::'oa~ F ~ ::~ 
Pte. Brooks(" S " ) 
:z/ Lt. 1-ligton (" B ") 
Pte. Beavis(" n ") 

OP EN BOX INC CO:.T PI:.'T I T/0:-.1' 
" S ' ' Company 32. Poi nts 

lj Poi nts " 1-I .Q." Company 
" C" Company 
"A" Company 
" B" Compan y 

Bantam: 
Feather: 
Light: 

WINNI::R 

Pte . Dollard (" S ") 
Pte . \\'right (" S ") 

1st S trinR: Pte. Ball(" S ") .. 
2>ul S tring: Pte . Blackwe ll (" S ") 

Welter: 
ut S tring: Pte . Petric (" S ") . 
211d Stn'nx: Pte. Wadmore (" S '') 

iHfd~te~tring : Pte . Shcpp;:ard (" S ") 

u t S tn'ng: Pte . O'Rawc ('' S ") 
znd String: P1c. Sulli van (" S ") 

Light J-lul1Jy: Pte . Kent (" S ") 
Heat:v: Pte. Green (" C ") 

HOCKEY 

5 Points-]rd 
5 Points-4th 
4 Points 
RUNXER- UI' 

Pte . Harris ("A") 

C p l. fioreham (" H.Q.") 
Pte . Downey (" H .Q.") 

Ptt'. Blackwell (" 1-I.Q . 

Pte. Spice(" H.Q.") 
L iCpl. \Vestfa ll (" R ") 
L 1C pl . Robinson(''H.Q. 

The hockey season got off to a quie t start in late 
September with a Batta lion trial match to select a 
Bat talion team to play our old opponents, K .A.U. 

The K .A.U. match took place on October 7, 195 -1- , 
and was classed as a B.T.A. trial, the object being to 
see if any changes were necessary in the B.T.A. side 
to m eet the touring team from Yugoslavia , Rade 
Koncar, at Klagenfu rt late r that month. 

We los t the match aga inst K .A .U. 6-3, but it was 
a closer gam e than the score suggests. At one t ime 
we were losing 4-o, made a fighti ng recovery to 4-3, 
then fell away in the closing s tages whi le K.A.U. added 
two more goals. 

The Battalion was represented in the E.T.A. team 
aga inst Rade Koncar by Lt. (Q.l\1.) \Valdron, R.S.J\ I. 
']"arrant, Bdsm. j ackson and Sgt . G rogan. The team 
had an easy victo ry by s-r. 

Our thi rd fi xture of the season (on October to) 
found us opposi ng ou r first Austrian opponents-the 
Academic H ockey C lub of Vienna. They spent the 
weekend with us at Zeltweg and were accommodated 
in the Sergeant's l\IIess, where they were nobly enter­
ta ined the night before the match-which probably 
accounts for ou r victory by 3-2. 

They proved t hemselves true Continentals by thei r 
demonstrations and protests. when we rattled in three 
goals in the first few minutes of play, but when they 
scored a couple of times in the second ha lf they were 
much more placid. 

The usual cry went up from time to time that the 
promising youngsters were not given a chance in the 
Battalion team, so the time-honoured match, " old ' uns 
versus the young 'uns " was arranged. As one of the 
"old ' uns " is responsible for these notes, I am pleased 
to report success for the old guard (score 4- 2). 

The end of October found a large con tingent of the 
Regiment in Vienna for the International Guard change­
. over, so a return match was arranged with the Academ ic 
Hockey C lub. A hard-fought struggle resulted in a 
draw 2-2, our goals being scored by Cpls. McCorri e 
and T aylor. 

The following evening we were entertained by the 
members of the club and their wives at Grinzing, where 
the wine (and garlic) flowed fast and furious- too fast 
for one member of the team, w ho, st range to re l ::~te, 
had to be put to bed! 

SKI-ING 

For the first tim·e the Battalion entered a team in the 
Army Ski Championships, which were held at Bad 
Gas tein from February 4 to xo. V·le entered for all fi.\'e 
events-the individual patrol race, uni t patrol race, 
downhill , s lalom and langlauf- the last four counting 
towards the champion unit trophy . 

The team showed considerable promise in the fi nal 
stages of training at Schmelz, but a serious blow ""as 
struck when Lt. M. V. Hay\\'ard, th e team captain, 
twisted his ankle and retired from the fray. 

At Bad Gastein the team excelled itse lf. In the first 
race, the individual patro l race , th e team ran well and 
would have done even better st ill if the ir shooting had 
been up to the same standard as t heir ski-ing and thei r 
fitness. As it was, Pte. Greenwood was 10th, Cpl. 
Lowater 15th , Lt. W. G. A. Crumley 17th and L /Cpl. 
Harri son 18th out of a field of 67. \Ve were the only unit 
to get all four runners in the first 20. Vle are g reatly 
indebted to Maj.-Gen. R. E. Urquhart, C .B., D. S.O., for 
our langlauf skis, which helped us very much. W e did 
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not, unfortunately, have long in which to get used to 
them, but they m ade a lot of difference. 

Our unit patrol team consisted of the same four 
runners, who were also nominated as the Infantry «A" 
team in the Corps Championship. Once again the team 
ran spl endidly, but shot bad ly. D espite the shooting, 
t he t eam were second to 44-th H .A.A. Regiment, R.A. 

Conditions for the downhill race were appalling-
. deep n ew snow and a blizzard during the actua l race 

itself. These conditions m ade the ground very difficult 
for fa st ski-ing and visibility was practically nil. Every 
member of the team had at least two fall s and Pte. Spurge 
had the bad luck to twist his ankle , t hereby being unable 
to fmish. Lt. Crumley was 23 rd, S.S .l. Blight (A.P .T.C.) 
zs th , Pte. Greenwood 41 st and the t eam fourth . 

With only three starters in the s lalom it was essentia l 
to avoid disqualification, and the runners were perhaps 
over-conscious of this and a little on edge. S .S .l. Blight 
had falls on both runs and, d espite these setbacks, 
managed well to fini sh 15th. Both Pte. Greenwood and 
Lt. Cru.mley had very eventful if somewhat precarious 
runs before finishing 38th and 4oth res~ectively. The 
team was placed fifth . 

The final and m ost vital race was the langlauf, on 
which depended the final placings in the U nit Champion­
ship. Pte. Greenwood , Cpl. Lowater and L /Cpl. 
H arrison all had magnificent races, finishing very 
strongly as 1 rth , 15th and 19th. Lt. Crumley, perhaps 
fee ling the cares of office and team captainship , cam e in a 
ve ry exhausted 38th. 

The Battalion team did extremely we ll to finish second 
to the Scots Guards in the U nit Championshjp. Our 
team was not composed of super experts, as was that of 
the Scots Guards, but they showed grea t spirit, plenty of 
gut s and the will to win throughout. 

L t . Crumley and Pte. G reenwood finished third and 
fifth respectively in the un it best all-rounder com­
petition, t wo very credi table performances for second­
yea r skiers. 

The m eeting was a most enjoyable and unique ex- . 
perience for the team , who, contrary to the opinion of 
m ost critics, fu lly justified the time and trouble spent on 
thei r training. Without doubt the team's fo rte was in 
the long-distance races, where fitness and determination 
played a major role. 

\ Ve are more than grateful to ou r stalwart and long­
suffering inst ructors, Simon and J ackey of undecipher­
able surnames. Their patience, encouragement and 
drive ·were an enormous help. 

The Battalion team consisted of : Lt. W. G. A. 
Crumley, team captain, who took part in all events; 
S.S. l. Blight (A.P .T.C.), downhill and s lalom ; Cpl. 
Lowater, patrol (individual and team) and langlauf; 
L /Cpl. H arri son, patrol (individual and team) and 
langlauf; Pte. G reenwood, all events ; Pte. Spurge, 
downhill. 
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Depot 
CHANGE OF COMMAND 

On January I, 1955, Major Marshall handed over the 
command of the D epot to Major Wailer :1nd left to 
attend several courses before join ing t he 1st Batta lion. 
H is period of command was a most happy and successful 
one and included a num ber of great occasions. The 
Regiment owes h im. a great deb t for the way in which he 
helped to organise the welcoming home of t he I st 
Battalion from the Far East in December, 1952; the 
many functions culminating in the magn ificent parade 
on H orse Guards Parade and the service in VVestminstcr 
Abbey, owed their success very largely to his endeavours. 
The Coronation and the affil iation of the l\1iddlesex 
Home G uard to the R egiment were other highl ights 
during his period of comm and. i\llrs. Marshall , too, has 
earned our gratitude for the way in ·w hich she has 
upheld the tradition of service wh ich t he Army has 
always enjoyed in the wives of its command ing officers. 
Vle wish th em both, and their children , every happiness 
and success in t he fu ture and h ope to see them 
frequ en t ly. 

Major A. R . Wailer, M. C., comes to t he D epot from a 
tour of duty as 2 IC and T raining Major of the 7 th 
Battalion . We welcome him and M rs. Wailer and their 
two daughters and hope that their stay here wi ll be a 
ve ry happy one. 

REGIMENTAL EVENTS 

On October 29 Seymour H all was again the scene of 
the Regimental reunion , and once more the occasion was 
an outstanding success. Over a thousand members of 
the Regiment and their friends attended and many old 
acquaintances were renewed. An amusing and or iginal 
cabaret was enthusias tically received and t here was 
dancing to the band of th e Li fe G uards u nde r the di rec­
t ion of Cap t. Th irtle, who, man y wi ll remem ber, is the 
forme r Bandmaster of the 1st Battalion . 

T he reunion was honoured by the p resence of the 
Lord L ieutenant of the County, the Lord L atham of 
H endon. Among m any d istinguished mem bers of the 
Regiment p resen t was Gen . Si r Brian H orrocks. Gen . 
Bucknall was, unfortunately, unable to a ttend, as he was 
visiting the 1st Battalion in Aus tria. Major Marshall 
read a letter from the Colonel of the Regiment and 
addressed the assembly on his behalf. 

Altogether it was a most enjoyable and memorable 
occasion and those responsible for organising it, par ­
ticu larly Lt.-Col. Roberts an d Major C lark, the Chair­
man and Secretary of our Association , are to be con­
gratulated and thanked for their hard work in m aking 
it so. 

On Saturday, November 6, the annual ceremony was 
held at the Regimenta l P lot in the Field of Remem brance 
at Westminster Abbey. The Rev. J . M. Scutt, M.A., 
read the prayers and Col. Browne, representing the 
Colonel of the Regimen t, laid the Regimental w reath 
and p lanted the fi rst cross. The fo llmving were present : 

No t es 
The Lord Lieu tenan t and the H igh S heriff cf the 
County, t he Mayors of Twickenham , Harrow, Wood 
G reen , Acton and H endon, and the C hairmen of the 
U rban District Councils of Friern Barnet, U xbr idge, 
Northwood, West Drayton, E nfie ld and H ayes; the 
Commanding Officer and Adj utant of the D epot , and 
a number o f other members of the Regiment , serving 
and ret ired. 

On Remembrance Sunday, a se rvice was held in the 
Gymnasium, followed by wreaths being laid on the 
' Var Memorial. Vheaths were laid by Col. M. Browne, 
C.B.E., M.C., D.L. , J .P., on behalf of all ranks of the 
Regiment; z/Lt. W. G . A. Crumley on behalf of the 
tst Battalion; Major P. D. H . Marshal! on behalf of the 
Depot; Major A. W. Clark, O.B.E., on behalf of the 
5th Bat talion ; Major L. F. Baker on behalf of the 7th 
Battalion; L t.-Col. R. A. Corby, T .D ., on behalf of 
t he I Ith Battalion the Parachute Regiment (8 th Middle­
sex), T.A.; Col. J . B. Wood ward, O.B.E., on behalf of 
the County of M iddlesex H ome G uard; M r. H. H. Hull , 
M.IVI ., on behalf of the M ill H ill Branch of the Die­
H ards C lub ; and by several individuals. Twelve 
battalions of the M iddlesex H ome Guard \\'e re repre­
sented . At the March Past fo llowing the ceremony 
Col. Browne took t he Salute. 

On November 23 we were visited by four journalis ts 
from differen t parts of the Commonwealth , who d is­
p layed great and fr iendly interest in the function of the 
Depot. On the same day members of the l\1ed ical 
Research Counci l attended a conference here and ou t­
line plans were discussed for certain experiments wh ich 
t hey propose to make here with t he app roval of the 
\Nar Office. Very briefly, they wan t to find ou t , by 
scientific measurement, exact ly how many calo ries are 
taken by the recru it d u ring train ing, and how much 
energy is expended ; the figu res shou ld show whethe r 
t he recru it is over- o r u nder-worked, and it fo llows that 
in due course changes in methods of train ing may resu lt 
from these exper imen ts. T he guinea-pigs are I 2 
selec ted recru its of the 29th In take who arr ived on 
February 17, and who are to spend m uch of thei r 
train ing wearing m asks of distinct ly space-fict ion appear­
ance, and carrying various electron ic devices and a 
,...,i reless t ransm itter on their backs. 

On Sunday, December 12, the G.O.C. -in-C. Eastern 
Command, Lt.-Gen. Sir Francis W. F est ing, K.B.E. , 
C.B. , D .S .O ., inspected a pa rade of the M iddlesex 
H ome G uard in the Wem bley Pool Car Park. R.S.M. 
Donovan was the Parade R.S.M., and C /Sgt. D odkins, 
Sgt. Pullen, Cpls. Shinn, Butler , Biggadike and T ownend 
also took part. Most of them appeared that nigh t in 
t he Television ewsreel record of the event. 

The Christmas P e riod 

A Service of Lessons and Carols was held on F riday, 
December 17, in the D epot C hape l. As last yea r , ou r 
pad re, the Rev. J. M . Scutt, M .A., very kindly brought 

along his choir from Edgwa re and the service was a 
movingly p leasant one. It was also one of the fi rst 
occasions on which the new gas heaters, wh ich were 
recen tly insta lled , were put in to use; t hey proved to be 
most effective. 

On D ecember 18 the chi ld ren's party took p lace in 
the Gymnas ium, and though attendance was sma ll er 
than ant icipated the affa ir ·was, as usua l, a r iotous 
success. F ather C hr istmas, who bo re a remarkable 
resemblance to C /Sgt . D odkins, made a d ramatic entry 
down a chimney and dist ributed a fin e d isplay of presents. 

T he Christmas di nner was held on D ecem ber 23, 
and thanks to the efforts of the Q uarte rmaste r , L t. 
Weller , M .M., and Sgt. Stubbings, A.C.C., a splendid 
meal was served . T he Com manding O ffi cer wished all 
ranks a :Merry C hristmas, and all was set for everyone 
to go off on leave. Then t he p roverbial bolt arrived 
from the b lue. W hile the m en were sti ll eating thei r 
dinner a telephone message was received from H ead ­
quarte rs, L ondon Dis trict , cancell ing all C hristm as 
leave. A most th rea tening situation had deve loped on 
the East Coast, and it was feared th at high tides over 
the C hristmas period might r esult in se rious fl oods, 
similar to those which caused so m uch havoc in J anuary 
and February, I953· T he Wa r Offi ce ordered that 
some reserve of troops should be at hand to deal with 
poss ib le emergencies. 

T he Adju tan t reported the st reng th of the D epot as 
five officers and 140 m en . Short ly after the ini tial 
message was received, ·we were ordered to keep th ree 
officers and 75 men ready at six hours' no tice to mo,·e, 
and to send the remainder on leave. The 75 unfortu­
nate ly were recrui ts of the 27th In take. a ll the d rivers 
and two cooks. On Priday rnorn ing th is state of 
readiness was reduced, fi rstly to two officers and 35 men, 
and soon afterwards to one officer and 25 men. On 
the Satu rday morning this was again red uced to one 
officer and twenty men. Capt. F la,·e ll ga llantly volun­
teered to be the officer on d uty, and the men who were 
kept behi nd were selected fro m those living closest to 

the Depot. As they were at six hours' notice to n1ove, 
these men ""ere allowed to go hom e for six hours each 
day, so that nea rly all of them did manage to have their 
Christmas dinners wi th their famil ies. 

Fortunately the fl ood situation did not develop as 
bad ly as had been fea red, and we were not ca lled upon 
to he lp. T he fi nal st-and down came on the morn ing 
of Monday, December 27. The \vho le affa ir had put 
something of a damper on ou r C h ristmas fes tivities, 
but it was recognised as a national duty, and there 
were no hard feelings. 

The end of the Christmas period was marked by a 
near-tragedy on Tuesday, D ecember 28, when a fire 
broke ou t in No. 6 1\ll arr ied Q uarters , w hich might have 
caused serious damage. Fortunately L /Cpl. H anshaw 
was passing the quarter at the time, and with great 
courage and energy beat the flames out si ngle-handed 
before the arriva l of the fi re-figh ting services. His act 
was reported to and noted by the G.O.C. London 
D ist ri ct. 

On J anuary 3 we had another visi t fro m t he l\IIob ile 
Blood T ransfusion Team. Ni nety-two volun teers gave 
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blood-a "good bleed ," to use the team's rather macabre 
expression. 

l\1ajor Wailer paid an official visit to the 1st Battalion 
in Au stria in early F ebruary. H e trave lled ou t in 
Major D awson 's celebrated car, and some anxiety was 
fel t when the newspapers reported very bad road condi ­
tions in A ustr ia . H owever, they reached Zel tweg sa fel y . 
The visi t was a ve ry brief o ne, and the Com manding 
Offi cer retu rned to the D epot on F ebrtary I 7. 

Our two m edical offi cers (we always fe lt rather grand 
having two, bu t Capt . Carter, R.A.M.C., has now left 
us temporari ly) alarmed us by pred icting a serious 
influenza epidem ic. D uring the fi rst week in F eb ruary 
it began to look as if they m igh t be righ t . Recru its of 
the 28th Intake suffered the worst, and over. a period 
o f several weeks nearly half of them spent some days 
in bed . Bu t the bout soon died down, and the h ealth 
of the D epot is now qu ite sound, apart from the colds 
which always abound at this time of the year . 

By the t ime these notes appea r in p rin t we hope that 
the m emory of this win ter's weather will be fadi ng. 
Suffice it to say that it has been appalling, and that 
training, sport, and the affairs of the D epot in general 
have been cu rtai led by it. We are looking fonva rd to 
a good summer; we remember doi ng exactly the same · 
last yea r ! Bu t who knows, th is year we m ay be lucky. 

Recruiting 

Regu lar recru iting by direct enl istment has continued 
at a satisfactory rate. The number of conversions by 
~.S. men to regu lar engagements has remained dis ­
disappointingly low. Perhaps the warmer weather to 
come m ay persuade more people to take the plunge. 

Two drafts have been sent to the ISt Battalion 
recently; one so strong in December, and one of So 
in February. The next draft, a rather sma ller one, 
wi ll probably leave in April and will be the last that we 
shall send to Austria before the Battalion returns home. 

P e rsonalitie s 

Arri\'als on the permanen t staff from the 1st Battalion 
d uring the last quarter have included Sgt. H ope as 
Sergeants ' l\lless caterer, C p l. C r ittenclen, as l\1.T. 
Corporal, L /Cpl. Ambler , and L /Cpl. Eales, who has 
been appointed Provos t-Corporal. VVe wish them a 
happy tou r at the Depot. 

Cpls. Langford and Friggens have ldt us for t he 
1st Battalion. Cpl. \\'i llmoth from the Q.l\1l. 's Stores, 
Cpl. Cass after 18 months of sterl ing service as M.T 
Corporal, and Cpl. Adair, after equally sound work in 
the Orderly ROom, have left on release. Pte. Houtman 
received a compassionate discharge, and Pte. Easton 
was d ischarged for medical reasons, his leg inju ry sus­
tained at P.T. having failed to respond adequately to 
treatment. T o all of these we extend our thanks for 
their good service to the Depot , and we wish them 
success in their new spheres. 

C.S.M. I. Ca rruthers is leaving the Anny shortly, b u t 
he is sti ll on ou r strength while he is taking a p re­
release course at No. 10 Comm and Workshops, R .E.i\II .E. 
VVe wish him the best of luck in his new career. S.l. 
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Baker has temporarily taken over the Gymnasiwn until 
a permanent P.T. instructor is posted to us. 

W e congratulate L /Cpls. ·Ea1es and Tanner on their 
promotion to Corporal, and Pte. Hanshaw on being 
appointed Lance-Corporal. 

The Future 

. 1955 is of course the 200th anniversary of the ra ising 
of the 57th, and. this great R egimental occasion will be 
duly celebrated. The details are not ye t settled, and 
dep end very largely on the m ovem ents of the rst 
Battalion. Whatever form they take, we are sure that 
they wi ll provide a suitable opening to the third century 
history. 

On th.e subject of the anniversaries, 1955 is also the 
soth anniversary of the D epot at Mill H ill ; this occasion 
is the subject of an article elsewhere in these notes. 

TRAINING COMPANY 

The passing-out parade of the 26th Intake of Recruits 
took place on Friday, November z6. The atrocious 
weather conditions caused the ceremony to be drastically 
cut. Col. Man, D.S.O., O .B.E., inspected and addressed 
the Intake under cover in t he main d rill shed. 

Medals were awarded as fo llows :-
Best Al l-round Recruit 23o6782 1 Pte. R . Traer 
Best Rifle Shot 23067834 Pte. D. Lawrence 
Best L.M.G. Shot 23056954 Pte. P. Horridge 
Highest Physical Efficiency 23217974 Pte. P . Smythe 

Altogether 82 parents and friends of the recruits 
braved the elements to watch the parade. 

The arrivals and departures of the instructing staff 
have been quite considerable during the past few 
months. The overall situation in regard to N.C. O.s · 
available to inst ruct the recrui ts has much improved, 
with the result that the less experienced N .C. O.s have · 
been able to attend courses and refresher cadres. 

C/Sgt. Dodkins, Sgt. Dacosta (at present attending 
the platoon weapons course at Hythe) and Sgt. Clements 
have left us to join the 1st Battalion. 

To these N.C.O.s especially; we in Training Company 
wish the very best of good fortune, to which they are 
certainly entitled, having spent two very fu ll and success­
fu l years at the Depot, training the young N .S. men 
with whom they are now about to serve. 

Cpls. Prior and Biggadike have taken their leave of 
us and are now civilians, and to them we wish the 
best of everything. 

The second passing-out parade during the quarter 
was that of the 27th Recruit Intake on Friday, January 14, 
1955· The officer taking the parade was Col. J . Sykes­
Wright, D .S.O., O.B.E., Brigade Colonel, Home 
Counties Brigade. Again inclement weather caused 
the parade to be held under cover; this time in the 
Gymnasium. 

M edals were awarded as follows:-
Best All-round Recruit 23083860 Pte. D . Emery 
Best Rifle Shot and Highest 

Physical Efficiency 23087094 Pte. N. Vigor 
Best L .M .G. Shot 23221981 Pte. S. Bigg 

A tota l of 158 parents and fri ends of the recruits 
attended to watch the parade. 

Newcomers to Trai ning Company to fill vacancies 
and as replacements during the last quarter were C/Sgt. 
Breame, Sgt. Muirhead, Cpls. Ebbage and Patterson, 
L/Cpls. Lin ze ll and Stamp. All were posted from the 
ISt Battalion, and ·we hope their tour of du ty at the 
Depot will be a happy and successful one. A warm 
welcome is extended to Sgt. N icholson, who decided, 
having spent nearly a yea r as a civilian, that h is bread 
cou ld be buttered more easi ly as a Substantive Sergeant 
in the Regular Army! 

OFFICERS' MESS 

During December, J anuary and February the training 
of Reserve Officers by the H ome Postal Depot, Royal 
Engineers, has been in abeyance, so at times numbers in 
M ess have been quite low. However , for about three 
weeks in November and D ecember we had seven 
officers from West Africa attached to us ; one of these 
took part in the last Olympic Games. Most of t hem 
left us for units in B.A.O. R. before returning home. 
VIe hope they enjoyed their stay; their sense of humour 
was most refreshing. 

T he Regular and Milit ia Officers' Dinner was held 
at the United Senrice Club on December 3, 1954. 

The following officers attended: 

The Colonel of the Regiment pres ided. 
Lt.-Col. W. P. M. Alien, Major B. Wilmot Allistone, 

Lt.-Col. G. B. Ayre, Lt. M. T. Beagley, Major R. C. H. 
Bellers, Col. M. Browne, Lt.-Gen. G. C. Bucknall, 
Major I. F. Campbell , Capt. K. ]. Carter, Capt. B. K. 
Clayden, Major P. Collins, Capt. C. N. C layden , 
Lt. -Col. D. Y. Cubitt, Major G. C. Dawson, Lt. R. T . 
Douthet, Capt. J, S. C. FJavell, Lt. R. D. Fisher, 
Capt. P. W . Galvin, Capt. R. E. Guest, Col. S. F. 
Hedgecoe, Lt.-Col. A. G. H ewitt, Major E. L. Hey­
wood, Capt. S. E. H oness, Capt. A . N . Jordan, 1\1ajor 
L. H. Owen Josephs, Major F. A. L . Lawrence, Capt. 
N . F . Legge, Lt. I. M. E. Lloyd, Col. A. M. Man, 
Lt. -Col. C. M. M. Man, Lt. B. H. Marciandi, Major 
P . D . H. Marshall, Major H. N. MacL. Martin, 
Major D. C. L. Nolda, Capt. G. G. Norton, Major 
J. W. G. Ormiston , Lt.-Col. F. G . Parker, Major 
P. L. Pearce Gould, Brigadier N . . P. Procter, Brigadier 
B. B. Rackham, Capt. D. B. Rendell, Major J. N. 
Shipster, Lt.-Col. L . F. Sloane Stanley, Col. W. A. 
Stewart, Major E . F. Thompson , Brigadier 0. H. Tid­
bury, Major A. R. Wailer, Col. G. P. L. Weston, 
Lt.-Col. T. S. Wollocombe, and Lt. S . C. W. Weller. 

The next dinner is again being h eld at the United 
Service Club, but this time on August 5, 1955, when 
the 1st Battalion will be in the United Kingdom, so 
this should prove a real Regimental reunion. 

On December 8 the Queen Mother opened a new 
Red Cross Home fo r the aged and infirm at Highwood 
Hill-very close to the " Rising Sun." Major and 
Mrs. Marshall had been invited to attend, but Major 
Marshall was called away and Major Heywood accom­
panied Mrs. Marshal l. H er Majesty was charming, 
and after the opening ceremony toured the whole 
bui ld ing and spoke to the old people, some of w hom had 
gone to great lengths to prolong their stay for the 

occasion ! The only blot was the weather , which was 
deplorable. 

On D ecember 22 the Mess held a Christmas dinner 
party which officers' wives and lady fri ends attended. 
Much good work was done by Capt. F lavell, Lt. 
Marciandi and Lt. Fisher, who were responsi ble for all 
the arrangements. 

The party was voted a great success. The meal was 
excellent , the presen ts from the tree amusing, and the 
one parlour game not too taxing to the brain. The 
Mess Room was cleared after dinner for dancing. 

Eggs and bacon were served in the early h9urs and, 
strangely enough, its transpired later that the food for 
breakfast for officers living in the 1VIess had mysteriously 
disappeared! 

Those present were:-
Col. M. Browne, Lt. -Col and Mrs. B. Ayre, .Major 

I. R. Burrows and cousin, Major and Mrs. R. C. H. 
Bellers, Capt. K. J. Carter and lady, Capt. and Mrs. 
B. K. Clayden, Capt. D eacock and lady, Lt. Fisher 
and lady, Capt. and Mrs. Flave ll , Major H eywood. 
Lt. and Mrs. Jennings, Major Lee and sister-in-law, 
Lt. Marciandi, Major and l\1rs. Marshall, Lt. Pollard 
and lady, Lt. J. G . Thomas, l\1ajor and M rs. Thompson, 
Major and Mrs. Wailer, Lt., lVIrs. and Miss Weller, 
Lt. and Mrs. Will iams (M.O .). 

On D ecember 23 the members of the Sergeants' Mess 
paid their customary visit to us before we all went over 
to Christmas dinner. 

Christmas leave was somewhat upset by officers and 
men being held in readiness for flood duties. Fortu­
nately their services were not requ ired, though the 
disruption of leave at the period was unfortunate. 

Major W ailer officially took over the reins of office 
on January 1. U nfortunately, owing to extensive dry 
rot in the C.O.'s quarter he has been unable to move in, 
but we hope that he will be happily installed long before 
these notes actua lly appear in print. 

We welcomed Major and Mrs. W ailer and bade fare­
we ll to Major and Mrs. Marshall at a cocktail party 
held in the M ess on January 14, 1955. Numerous 
staff officers from Headquarters Eastern Command , 
London District, and the V\7ar Office had been invited, 
and it was a great pity that a heavy snowfa ll on the 13th 
made travell ing difficult and therefore attendance was 
less than we had hoped, but those who braved the 
elements seemed to enjoy themselves. Once agai.n our 
thanks are due to Lt. Marciandi for all the excellent 
arrangements he made. 

Visitors or stayers for shorter or longer periods have 
been Lt. Crumley, Lt. I. G. Thomas, who leaves us 
with our best wishes for the future, 2/Lt. Mather, 
Lt. Birch, 2/ Lt. Mu.rray Les lie, 2/Lt. Ashton (who as 
Pte. Ashton figured in a B.B.C. broadcast reported in 
The Diehards fo r Jun e 1954), Major Halford Thom rson, 
R.A. (from Austria), Major Ormiston (fi t again nov .. ·, 
we hope), Major Pearce Gould, Major Dawson, Lt. 
McManus, Capt. C. N. Clayden, Capt. Honess, Col. 
A. M. Man, Lt.-Col. Man, and Col. Walden who, once 
aga in, suddenly put in an appearance unexpected ly, and 
Brigadier G. P. L . V\'eston. 

These notes would be incomplete withou t wishing 
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well to 1VIajo r " Joe" Lee, H.P.D., R.E., who recently 
left us for M.E.L.F., and we welcome Major Fancourt 
in his stead . " Joe " must have been de lighted with 
Scotland's victory at Murrayfi Edd! 

W e gratefully acknowledge the presentation to the 
Mess by the United Service Club of two p ictures, on 
the occasion of the amalgamation of the Senior and 
Junior United Services C lub. The first is a fine oil 
painting of t he rst Duke of Wellington in middle age­
this now hangs in the en trance hall of the M ess; the 
second is a black and white s igned copy of " Steady, 
the Drums and Fifes," which was presented by us to 
the " Junior" many yea rs ago. 

As most servin g and ret ired officers will already know, 
a Regimental dinner night is now being held monthly 
on the first Thursday in every month, and it is hoped 
that officers who find themselves in a position to do so 
wi ll take this opportuni ty of joining us on these evenings 

SERGEANTS' MESS 

The last notes were closed by saying how we looked 
fo rwa rd to seeing m any old familiar faces at t he Regi ­
mental Reunion. Amongst man y people that ·we saw 
and renewed acquaintance with were Sgt. Bermingham, 
who is at p resent with the East Surrey Regiment, and 
ex-Sgt. Bi ll Davies, M.M. and Bar. The Depot Mess 
had a coach to take them to and from Seymour Hall , 
which solved a lot of problems. W e had a near mishap 
on the way to the hall when the coach narrowly missed 
smashing into the back of Major Marshall's car. \Ve'd 
have all been posted! 

Early in December the R .S .M. and C/Sgt. D odkins 
were invited to tou r a small brewery near the " Elephant. " 
After a lunch and a quick but instructional inspection 
of all departments they arrived at the sample room. 
\ Vhen they came to leave they were presented with a 
couple of" Varger-like" pin-ups advertising the brew. 
These now occupy a niche in the bar. We consider 
t hem hard-earned prizes. 

J ust before Christmas the Nless received invitat ions 
to attend a cocktail party at Australia House. -As it 
happened , most members were already involved in a 
Choral Service in the Regimental Chapel, so only three 
members cou ld attend the party. Readers may remember 
that on a previous vis it a Middlesex sergeant fell or 
rol.l ed do ... vn t he marble staircase. J ust two days prior 
to this visit an admiral had been killed doing exactly 
t he same thing. It made the three l\1iddlesex repre­
sentatives go very, very carefuUy on the staircase, on 
leaving Australia H ouse after the usual good friend ly 
session w ith the Aussies. 

Sgts. Simpson and Edey left the D epot at the be­
ginning of D ecember to take a draft to 1st Middlesex, 
but to make up fo r the loss we were able to welcome 
in C/Sgt. Breame and C.S.M. Graham. C /Sgt. and 
Mrs. Breame have now m oved into quarters, where at 
present the m oves are fast and furious. The new 
quarters have now been taken into use and we've seen 
some fine jockeying for position: Lt. T arrant paid us 
a visit on arriving in U.K. for some well-earned leave, 
and we've also seen Lt. Jennings who is at present 
sen,ing with the 1 J th Parachute Battalion T.A. 
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At C hristmas Bill Landreth helped the i\lless caterer 
to decorate the Sergeants' l'vless and was ab le to spend 
the Christmas celebrations in the 1Vl ess prior to going 
on leave and th.en reporting to H.Q. Northumbria 
District in Catterick. 

The Sergean ts' l'vl ess Christmas dinner was at 1900 

hours on December 22, and all members had an 
extrem ely good tuck-in an d blow-out. After we'd 
eaten ourselves almost to a standstill, the lad ies came in 
and we sta rted the Sergeants' Mess Draw. Only C/Sgt. 
Markham and Sgts. :Mason and Partridge appeared to 
win anything! The R.S .IVL, C /Sgts. Taylor and D od­
kins, with over a 1 oo tickets between them didn't get 
a single prize and went away murmuring, " Never 
again." Sgt. Stubbings, w ith two daughte rs, won a 
toy tank and a car with a si ren. Sgt. Clements was last 
seen playing \Vith these in the top corridor outside the 
members' bunks• in the early m orning. R.Q.M.S. 
Redpath visited over Christmas. 

The Mess purchased a rad iogram just before Christ­
mas. Sgt. Mason, w ho was i\IJess caterer , selected the 
records, and now we find that we've a compl ete selection 
of J oan Reagan 's recordings. C.S.lVJ. Budden has been 
heard complaining about no dance tempo, so it lo:Jks 
as if the next batch of records will be und iluted Victor 
Silvester. T o help out in the social life, the billiards 
table has been recovered, etc., an d now all the members 
are potential Joe Davises. . 

Sgt. Part ridge, who took over from Sgt. MasOn as 
Mess caterer, is now in the process of handing over 
to Sgt. Bob H op e who has joined us from 1st Middlesex. 
~VIrs. Partridge gave birth to a boy on Christmas Day, 
and we congratulated the proud parents. Fiendishly 
clever, of course, the parents only have to buy one 
present a yea r , instead of t'wo. 

The Mill Hill Motor Club is going great guns. Sgt. 
). Jui rhead, our latest arri va l from the Battalion, has a 
brand new motor-bike. This caused a stir, some 
members claiming that new vehicl es were not allowed. 
Sgt. Da Costa has sold his car and has now a motor­
b ike to t ravel to and from H ythe, w here he is at present 
on a course. R.Q.M. S. Etherdige's car is a S'>veet 
runner-on the spot! The " Pheasan t " is also reputed 
to be selling his gal lons-per-m ile Ri ley! H e sho~ l d 
try walking, for he must ~:,et fit for his drill course that 
he will attend in the near future . 

The Armourer-Sergeant took the plunge with the New 
Year, in spite of all that :Mess members, married and 
single, could say to try to persuade him to remain 
singl e. The best of luck, T iffy; you' ll need it! 

On the "going away" side, R.Q.M .S. Lount has 
been demobbed, C Sgt. Dodkins and Sgts. Clem..ents 
and Ell is have been dispatched to the Battal ion. Sgt. 
Hook is still at the Depot, Sgt. Nicholson has re­
enlisted and w· ll replace him in the near future. \¥~;;, 
always knew that Nicholson wouldn't remai n in Civvy 
Street for too long. E llis was only held at the Depot 
for a short while, on being turned loose from hospital. 

The Sergeants' Mess was honou red by a vis it by both 
Ivlajor I\1arsha 11 and Major Wailer early in the N C\\' 

Year. Everybody ci rculated and chatted furiously for 
a couple of hours and all voted it a pl easant evening 
and wished for more. 

\¥e received the sad news that J oe O ' Keefe had been 
killed whi lst serving with t he Malayan police. T o I\1 rs. 
O'Keefe and her three boys goes ou r deepest sympathy. 

We congratulate C/Sgt. Taylor on taking and PASSIJ'\"G 

his Clerks B1 trade tes t, which of course means that 
he now moves into a larger house. 

CORPORALS' CLUB 

In the Corporals' C lub at the D epot these days it is 
an ever-constant sea of changing faces. You never 
know when you walk in to the club who you are goi ng 
to find has jus t arrived or who has left us, either· for 
civilian life, the t st Battalion, o r one of the many 
stations in the British Empire. 

Now we sadly say good-bye and good luck to C pls. 
Cass, Biggadike, \Villmott, Pryor and Adai r, who have 
entered once again the civilian life, also to Cpl. Friggins, 
who is to have his first taste of soldiering with the 
ISt Battalion, and to Cpl. Langford, who we think the 
Battalion will welcome with open a rms back to his old 
occupation as N .C.O. IC the Pioneer Shop. 

Quite recently Cpl. Friggins, who by this t ime we 
had taken to be a confi rm ed bachelor, decided to get 
ma rried and did so, so surprising th e whole of the 
Corporals' Club. 

L /Cpl. Gi les also took unto himself a wife-a n~ ry 
pretty young lady from Yorkshire. and so to these tv.•o 
young couples we send our heartiest congratu lations 
and best wishes for the future. 

Also to Cpl. T anner fo r his well-deserved promotion 
to Corporal, and we on ly hope that he wi ll be as efficient 
in his work as his predecessor Cpl. Adair, and so keep 
up the good name of our hard -working Orderly Room. 

So with these words we will close our notes for this 
quarter, and in doing so extend ou r best wishes to th e 
1st Battalion's Corporals' Club in Austria. 

SPORT 
Soccer 

One of our principal difficulties lies in the fact that 
our t eam always contains a high proportion of recruits; 
as these are only avai lable to p lay for ten weeks or so 
before they are drafted away, the team is constantly 
changfn g. 

The weather has caused the cancellation of a number 
of fixtures, and of the 14 games '"'e have played, we 
won 4, drew 1 , and lost 9· Our worst defeat was on 
October 27, when a powerfu l H.Q . Eastern Command 
Team beat us I 1-0. i\llost of our games ha,·e been 
in the London District I\ilinor Un its League, which 
includes the King's T roop R.H .A., H .Q. A.A. Com­
mand, H .Q. Eastern Command, H .Q. London D ist rict, 
2oth Com pany R.A.S.C., R.H.Q. G renadier Guards, 
R.H .Q. Coldstream Gua rds, the G uards Independent 
Parachute Company and the Pol ice College, H endon. 

Our position in the league is next to the bottom, and 
the record does not look too good, but the season has 
been very grea t fun , and all our games most enjoyable. 

The following are now the Depot team: Cpl. Dyson 
(capt. ), Cpls. Peck and Townend, Ptes. \.:Vard, Thorpe, 
Burton , Rose, Finch , i\'lakepease, Ali en and Ellingham. 

Hockey 
Of the 20 fixtures arranged to date, on ly eight have 

actua lly been played, the cancell a~i~ns were nea rly all 
due to the appa ll ing weather conditions. Of the seven 
remaining on our list, we hop e that we shall be ab le 
to play most of them, if not all. . 

The season started disappointingly with two crushmg 
defeats, 1-5 against the R.A.F., H endon, and 1- 6 
against the R.A.E.C., Beaconsfield. In both these 
games we never found form, and were decisively out­
classed. A bri gh ter spell followed. A rea lly h_a rd­
fought game against the Queen's Depot ended tn a 
.j.-J victory; Pte. Rowson scored three of ou r goals 
and 2/Lt. Lumsden the other. Then t he " gicmts " of 
H.Q . Eastern Command , who beat us last yea r in the 
finals of t he London Dist rict Championsh ip, came under 
our fire; both s ides were rather s tartled when we beat 
them 4- 1. Pte. Lakin (2), Capt. Carter (r), Pte. 
Rowson (I). 

In this year's District Championsh ip we drew against 
the R.A.O.C. Depot at Feltham in the first round. 
Our defeat 1- 7 was a blow, but a well-deserved one. 
Our pride recovered , however , in our . next game, .on 
an ice-bound pitch against the R .A.F., H endon, wh tch 
we won 4- 1; Lt. Williams (R.A.M.C.) and Pte. Rowson 
sharing the honours. 

We visited the East Surreys' D epot on January 26, 
ha\'ing heard the most alarming stories of their prowess. 
In the event we were unlucky to draw 3-3, having led 
almost throughou t the game. T he scorers were Lt. 
\Villiams (2) and P te. Rowson (x). Against the Royal 
I\ Iilitary School of I\IJusic at Kneller H all on February 9, 
we were unfortunately unable to produce our full team, 
and were narrov·: ly defeated 3-4. Our goals were 
scored b)' Pte. Lakin (2) and P te. Rowson ( I). 

Three victories, one draw, and four defeats can only 
be called a m oderately successful season . But what 
there has been of it has been a most pleasant and 
enjoyable one. 

The following have played fo r the Depot during the 
season: lVIajor I\1arshall , Capts . Flavel l, Carter and 
Clayden, Lts. I\1a rciandi (captain), Weller, Williams 
(R.A.i\II.C.) and Thomas, 2/Lts. Crumley and Lumsden, 
R.S.M. D onovan, C.S .M.l. Carruthers, C/Sgt. Taylor, 
Sgts. Dickie (goalkeeper) and \"feller , CpL Townend, 
Ptes. Rowson, Speakman and L akin. 

The Regimen tal M u seum 

On February 28, 1955, a lVlil itary I\1useums Meeting 
was held in the Officers' Mess, followed later by a visit 
to the M useum and tea in the Officers' I\1ess. 

Officers from the Life Guards, G uards Depot, In­
fantry Depots in London District, Mr. L ..- E. Buckall, 
and Lt.-Col. P. F. I. Reid, Irish Guards, attended the 
meeting. 

Unfortunately I\1lajor Gen. R. E. Barnsley and CoL 
R. ) . L. Ogilby, D .S.O., D .L., who has recently given 
£1oo,ooo to start Army l\1useums Trust, were unable 
to attend because of illness. Very complimentary re­
marks were made about ou r I\1useum, and Mr. Buckall 
said that he looked fonvard to being able to bring 
Col. Ogilby when he is fit. 
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M r. L . E. Buckall, a trustee of the A rmy Musewns 
Ogilby Trust, explai ned in detail the aim of th.is trust. 
H e stated that Col. Ogilby has endowed a trust, to be 
known as the Am1y i\1useums Ogilby Trust, with the 
great swn of £1oo,ooo as its nucleus. Far from _com­
peting with regimental and other museums, the prunary 
object of the trust is defined as being '' for the en ­
couragement, equipment, care and maintenance of 
existi ng regimental and army museums." . The t:us tees 
are enjoined to provide and pay fo r tech111cal ass1stan~e 
and expert advice, to offer the services of experts. m 
arrangement , maintenance and disp lay; and to g1ve 
financial help where the museums are open to the 
public. A nother object is to increase interest in the 
promotion and fostering of regimental and m_ilitary 
tradition. 

CoL Bemard Fergusson has '\\1\ritten that it is not 
given to many m en to be able to do what Col. Ogilby 
has done. By a gene rous stroke of si ngular vision he 
has put both the past and the future in his debt. We 
are indeed indebted to Col. Ogilby for this \Vonderful 
trust which he has just founded. 

Mrs. J ohn VVhiteman, widow of Capt. John White­
man who was killed in t he early days of the Great \"far, 
has presented three magnificent rifles to the M usewn. 

One of the rifles was the personal \Veapon of General 
Louis Botha and it was g iven to Capt. Whiteman by 
the General at the end of the South African War. 

Of the other two, one belonged to General Botha's 
brother, Christopher Botha, and the other was taken 
from 1\.1ajuba Hi ll. T he history of the two latter rifles 
is not known. 

All three rifles are beautifully balanced and quite 
obviously made by an expert . Once mounted they will 
be a splendid exh ibit in the I\1useum. 

On his retu rn from East Africa, Lt. (Q.I\.1.) H arry 
J ennings has also presented a rifle to the Museum. 
Unlike the rifles of the South African \Var, th is one is 
so primitive it has to be seen to be believed. The bolt 
consists of a single piece of iron that looks not unlike 
the modem earth pin. The movement of the bolt is 
solely dependent on a tough rubber band and the barrel 
consists of a heavy iron pipe. 

The rifle was taken from a member of " G eneral 
Tanganyika's" gang in the Nyeri district of Ken ya by 
a patrol of the 23rd Battalion T he King's African 
Rifles. 

It is probable that the firer's life was more endangered 
than t hat of anyone else. 

A " Simi" ~r short cutting sword (ponga), used by 
the Mau l\1au1 has been presented by O.R.Q.I\1.5. 
B. Soper. 

The double edges are extremely sharp and one 
imagines that this weapon is far more deadly than the 
hand-made guns of the Mau Mau. 

Mr. A. K. C. Purce\1, who served in the 2nd Battalion 
from 1908 to IQI4 and who was R.Q.I\ti.S. at the D epot 
from 1924 to 1930 has presented a book, " Records 
of the 77th Regiment ," written by Major H . H . \Vool­
right , R oyal Chelsea H ospi tal Pension, a certificate 
dated 1885 which was presented to his father, an ex­
Quartermaster-Sergeant in the Regiment, and an album 
of photographs of the ISt Battalion, taken in I()to, when 



24 

they were stationed in Allahabad, and a clarinet over 
thirty years old . l\1 r. Pu rcell has already been thanked 
most warmly for these g ifts. 

Col. A. TV!. 0. A . Passingham has very kind ly pre­
sented a photograph of t he officers of the 4th Battalion, 
taken wh ilst they ·were sta tioned at Aldershot in 19 1 ' . 

T here is much property and many histo ric records 
that can not be shown owing to lack of space, bu t it is 
hoped to establish a lib rary and pictu re ga llery as an 
annexe to the :Museum in due course. 

All serving and retired mem bers of this Regiment 
are reminded that the Museum is open dai ly, and l\ l r. 
Smi t h , the curator , wi ll always be pleased to welcome 
visitors . 

OLD COMRADES' NOTES 
T hese no tes are com piled for and on behalf of the 

members of the O ld Comrades' C lub at the D epot and 
are from them to you, not from me. I am only one of 
them , an ''Old D ie-H ard," bu t no t by any m eans the 
oldes t ; t here are many m ore, both old and young. I t is 
to the you ng" Die-H ards" that I feel we should add ress 
ourselves, the " O ld Com rades " of the future: " Time, 
like an ever-roll ing stream , b ears all its sons av .. •ay, " 
but li fe go(S on and the Regiment goes on, and the 
Regiment is h istory. 

As far as a soldier is concerned there are two sorts 
of h istory: 

(a} T h e authentic h istory as compiled by the 
historians. 

(b) T he sold iers' history as com pil ed in his own mind 
from his personal knowledge of affai rs and 
happenings, and, not least, the persons he rubs 
shoulders w ith d uring his period of service. 

The sold ier's history is very un likely to get into print, 
and I am su re you wi ll agree that a great deal of it 
would not bear pr in ting, but it can be heard when 
'' O ld Comrades " m eet, and l am sure you w ill also 
agree that we all derive the very greatest of pleasure 
in re lating ou r history in good company. I can talk 
intell igent ly upon the sold ier's history from about 19 14 
un ti l 1936 an d a little less about it from 1945 up to the 
p resent, and it is about the latter period that we as 
" Old Comrades " are rather worried. W here are all 
the "Old Die-H ards" who have left the R egiment since 
1945? 'Ne want you to come along and tell us all about 
it. T hose of you who are sti ll £e rving w ill feel that you 
would like to keep in touch with one ano ther when 
you leave, so why not m ake a point of join ing the C lub 
before your discharge by just forwarding 2s. 6d. ann ual 
subscr iption to: 

T he Secretary, 
" T he Die- Hards Club," 

lngl is Barracks, 
Mill Hill , N.W.7. 

Now u p to th e present th e Club has been very large ly 
in t he hands of the very old timers as far as the 
Chairman and Committee are concerned, the Secretary 
is always a serving officer stationed at the Depot. J am 
sorry to have to say that th is has been more or less 
unavoidable, due to the non-attendance of younger 
''Old Comrades," and we now feel that a determined 
effort shou ld be made to rect ify this. The C lub is ~pen 

on the last Saturday in each mon th, from 7 p.m. \\"i ll you 
p lease come along, become a m ember, and \"Oi untee r 
to becom e C hairman o r a Committee member. Dy 
this means the younger " O ld Comrades " can arrange 
things to their own lik ing in the way of en tertainment 
and th e older " O ld Comrades " w ill have the oppor­
tunity of modernising their h istory, and we assure you 
we are all for it. Talking of history, there is probably 
someth ing in th is issue of the J ou rna l relat ing the fac t 
t hat 1955, in the month of l\1Iarch, completed 50 years 
of history for Ing lis Barracks-the Regiment came to 
lVl ill Hill in l\'Iay 1905. . 

L ad ies are always welcome at the Club, more especi ­
ally if they happen to be " O ld Comrades." It the re­
fore gives me great pleasu re to wish the firs t baby born 
to the Regiment at M ill H ill " l\llany happy returns "; 
t he lady in quest ion st ill visits the C lub, and in fact 
has on man y occasions given her services in the way 
of p reparing refreshments, etc., for ou r benefit. F rom 
us all to you, the daughter of a grea t "Old Die-Hard" 
and the wife of iVlajor H oneybun, \\"e will d ri nk your 
very ' ' Good H eal th " on '' Albuhera D ay." 

O u r very best wishes to all '' O ld Comrades " to the 
1st Batta lion ~nd all T erritorial un its of the Regiment. 

Thanking you , and trust ing you w ill soon pay us a 
visit at i\1ill H ill. · 

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
T he Depot ·wi ll celebrate its half-cent ury at i\ l ill Hill 

on Saturday, M ay 21. A detai led programme has no t 
yet been settled , but the events of the d ay will revolve 
around a ceremonial parade and the open ing of the new 
gates by the mayor of H endon. It is hoped that the 
Lord L ieutenant of th e County wi ll be able to t ake the 
salute at the parade, which will include two guards of 
honou r, one d ressed in the un iform of 1905, and the 
other in modern d ress. 

Invitations to attend the parade are being st:nt to 
m em bers of the Regiment, past and present , and to 
relatives of the Permanent S taff and recrui ts of the 
D epot. The NAAF I \Vill be open to serve refresh­
men ts to relatives; the O ld Com rades' hut will be 
avai lab le for members and their fr iends, and the official 
and private guests of officers, war rant officers and 
sergean ts will be en tertained in their respective l\ll esses. 

In the evening an all -ranks dance wi ll be held in t he 
Gymnasium. A special church service will probably 
be held on the S unday morn ing. On l\'londay morning 
-well , tha t , we fear w ill be like any other l\ Jonday 
morning. 

THE MOVE FROM HOUNSLOW 
On Apri l 4, 1905, t he Depot of the Regiment moved 

from Hounslow to its present location. T here are ve ry 
few ex-members of the Regimen t sti ll liv ing who 
rem ember the occas ion, and we are most fortunate in 
having a mine of ir..fo rmation close at hand in ex-Sgt. 
Baldry, who was act•Ja lly on the D epot Staff at t he 
time of the move. 

Mr. Baldry joined the Colours in 18g6, and after 
recruit trai ning at Hounslow and S homcliffe, he joined 
t he 1st Batta lion in India. H e came to the D epot, as 
the med ical lance-corpora l on the Permanent Staff, 

shortly before the change of station took place. H e 
stayed with the D epot unt il October 1907, when he was 
posted to the 4th Battalion at Londonderry on pro­
motion. He continued to serve the Regiment fo r 
another 1 o years, until he was inva lided out of the 
Army in I9 I7 - He now lives in one of the Regimental 
Memorial Cottages at Enfield. By a st range coincidence 
M rs. Bald ry also toqk part in the move of the D epot, 
although at the t im e sh e had not met he r fu tu re husband . 
She was employed as nursemaid to the Quartermaster's 
children, and moved with them from H ounslow. 
.-\!though, as is inevitable after a lapse of time of half 
3 centu ry, many details of those days are forgotten, 
Mr. and l\1 rs. Bald ry between th em have a fund of 
informat ion and reminiscence which makes a fascinating 
study f0r those who know the D epot as it is today. 

T he move involved more than just the D epot of the 
four Regular Battalions. T he D epots of the sth and 
6th (Mil itia) Battalions of the Regiment, and of the 
7th (Militia) Batta lion of the Rifle Brigade moved too. 
T he total number of men involved was about 250. 
The)"' marched to H ounslow S tat ion led by the bands 
of the 21 st Lancers, the 2nd Li rtcolns, and the Royal 
Fusiliers. ' As the train steamed out the massed bands 
played "Auld Lang Sync." From M ill Hill Station 
horse-transport carried the heavy baggage to the 
Barracks, and the men m arched . 

T he Barracks itself presented a very different picture 
to that which greets t he visi tor today. T he d i_fference 
was mainly one of se tting, fo r d:e p rincipal bu ild ings 
are, of course, t he same now as then; though in 1905, 
fresh from the builde r 's hands, and the last word in 
barrack design, t hey must have had a sparkle that the 
d ignity lent by time can only compensate fo r, not 
recapture. But in 1905 the swift g rowth of G reater 
London, like a monst rous sta in sp readin g across the 
surface of a map , had not yet engul fed M ill Hill , the 
Barracks stood in open countryside, and must have been 
the pleasanter for that contrast. O ne row of m arried 
quarters stood then in splendid isolation, where now they 
look down upon nearly a hundred of their modern 
counterparts, and we wistfully note t hat those twent)r­
nine quarters ·were fo r the fami lies of the Depot Staff, 
whereas today they are'' leased out, like to a tenement or 
a pelt ing farm," to the whole of London d ist ri ct. The 
growth of the metropolis had its para llel in the rapid 
expansion of the armed forces, which has resulted in 
the mushrooming of rows of ugly huts th rough the 
camp, and in the appearance of a complete R.E.!\tl.E. 
workshop at th~ foot of Bittacy H ill. However, while 
man-made gro·wth may have robbed us of n1uch, one 
of the finest featu res of the Barracks today, its trees, 
were only seedJings then; many come as gifts from 
civilian neighbou rs, whi lst others were planted often 
by the D epot officers themselves in ea rl y morn ing 
fatigues under O.C. Depots. 

T he o rganisat ion of the Depot seems to have been 
similar in many ways to its present structu re. The 
Commanding Office r was l\llajor Eustace, and the 
Quartennaster, Lt. Lee. The only other officer '";hose 
name M r. Baldry can remember was Lt. \V"i lloughby 
of the t"ra ini ng staff, the fat her of Lt.-Col. John 
Willoughby, now commanding the 1st Battalion , but 
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search has revealed that the other officers were Capr. 
Osborne, Capt. Jardine and L t . T homas. 1\ll r. Bald ry 
clearly remembers R.S.M. Su ll ivan, whom he descr ibes 
as '' a wi ld Irishman " and a great disciplinarian, and 
R.Q.M.S. Amor, who later served as Q.M. to the 
sth Battalion before and during t he t9 14-1 8 \iVar. 
The normal tour of du ty at the Depot was two years. 
T here were three train ing companies, and recruits 
underwen t a th ree-month programme, mainly in foot 
d rill , riAe dri ll , and manual exercises. T here were no 
miniature or 30-yard ran ges and musketry was not 
taugh t. The m achine-gun, mou nled on a form o f 
arti llery fi eld -gun ca rriage, "vas taught to a very lim ited 
extent. The Permanent Staff travelled to P irbrigh t 
annually to fire thei r musketry courses. Later t he 
Permanent S taff and recruits for two mont hs carr ied 
out their musketry and tact ical t ra in ing at S horncl iffe 
(St. Martins Plain and Folkestone). 

Recru iting at that t ime was intensive, and Mr. Baldry 
remembers as m any as 20 recruits a day coming in at 
some per iods. T here were usually fou r rec ru it squads 
being trained at any one t ime. T here was a District 
Recru it ing Offi ce situated in " C " Block. 

D ress in 1905 had not succumbed to t he m odern 
b light of universal drabness. Walking out was on ly 
pem1itted in scarlet, with all the trim mings of yellow 
facings, peaked caps, white waist-belts, and white gloves. 
\Norking d ress was khaki, but t he recruits wore blue 
serge, and cam·as for fatigues. 

On the subj ect of com forts and amenities generaHy, 
l\ll r . Baldry's memory was not severe ly ta.xed-the re 
weren't many. The move was a popular one w ith the 
t roops because the living accommodation was an 
immense improvement upon that at H ouns low. T welve 
men s lept in each of the new barrack rooms. T here 
was no M. I. Room, and a civil p ractitioner, D r. Martin 
of H ammers Lane, served the Barracks. A ba rrack 
room was used as a sick-bay, and hospi tal cases went 
to the mi litary hospital at \Varley in Essex. Meals were 
eaten in the barrack rooms, as d ining halls were not 
insti tuted in the Army until 1906. The vast NAAF I 
organisation d id not then exist, and the canteen was 
run by Dickinsons. a firm of contractors, the man in 
charge being an ex-Q.M.S. Terry. Sports g rou nds 
were rather rougher then than now, but soccer and 
hockey were played in the S'.lrrounding fields. 

Entertainment had to be sought for outside barracks. 
" The Adam and Eve" and " The Three Hammers '' 
had not been rebui lt and were described as shacks or, by 
kindlier souls, as country inns; the Rai lway Hotel was 
much the same in appearance as it it today. T here 
were of course no cinemas, and the nearest popular 
p lace of entertainment was the H ollov:ay Empire; th is 
and London were reached by train from Golders Green. 
A horse-bus ran from Go\ders G reen to C hurch End. 
Finchley, but late-returning revellers usua lly m issed the 
last bus and apparen tly though t nothing of walking 
back to barracks. 

Pay and rations in 1905 should be of interest to the 
modem recruit. T he daily ration for one man was 
1 lb. of meat and I lb. of bread, and the remainder 
had to be bought by compulsory stoppages from the 
soldier's own pay. T he pay of a recruit was rs. td. 
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a day, and the stoppages, for e.xtra food , cooking, 
wash ing, hai rcutting, and boot repa irs amounted to 
std. a day, so that h is spending money am ounted to 
abou t 4-S· 6d. a week. 

In the tensions of 1955, and after the vio lence and 
revo lu tions of the preced ing decades, it is very d ifficul t 
to reach back and attune the m ind to that other world 
of t Qos. But looking at it th rough Mr. Bald ry's eyes 
many para llels appear, and many of the changes are of 
degree, not of kind. M r. Baldry does not th ink that 
the Arnly is what it was; he thinks the modern VVarrant 
Officer and N .C.O. cannot compare w ith those he 
remembers in his youth, and he de rided the three years 
overseas tour as m ollycoddling. Perhaps in so years' 
tUne those lucky ones among us who have not been 
atomised o r hydrogenised or otherwise disposed of by 
the wonders of the age will be saying much the same of 
the Army that may then exist. And perhaps we shall 
agree wjth whoever it was who said: 

''Plus ya change, plus c'est la meme chose." 

OBITUARY 
GABRIELLE MARY FLAVELL 

T he t ragic news of the sudden death of the infant 
daughter of Cap t. and iVl rs. J. S. C. F lave ll , on J anuary 
13, 1955, cam e as a grea t shock to all ranks of the D epot 
VVe extend our deepest sympathy to t he bereaved 
parents. 

A MESSAGE OF THANKS 
Capt. and iVl rs. Jam es F lave ll desire to express with 

deep gratitude their sincere thanks for the many kind­
nesses, letters and beautiful ftowers rece ived in their 
recent bereavement. 

REINTRODUCTION OF MESS DRESS 
T he press gave some prominence recent ly to the 

announcement that Mess dress has been approved for 
wear by regular officers. T he following is an extract 
from a letter sent to all officers of the Regiment on the 
inst ruct ions of the Colonel of the Regiment: 

" T he Colonel of the Regiment has noted \'v ith 
pleasure the rein troduction of Mess dress for regular 
officers, t hus bringing the A rmy into line wi th the other 
two services .... 

" H e hopes that officers who are in possession of 
pr~-war Reg_imental_ Mess dress wi ll wear it on appro­
pnate occaswns, VIZ.: 

" Dinner nights (when No. 1 dress is normally 
worn) and on other special occasions. . 

" Dining at Royal Naval and Royal Atr Force 
Messes and on special entertainments such as Service 
dances. 
" The Colonel of the Regiment considers that the 

pre-war pattern Regimental Mess d ress is too expens_ive 
to purchase and main tain, but there must be no questton 
of a lowering of standard. 

" H e has instructed the Regimental Dress Committee 
to consider a m od ified type of Mess d ress which , when 
approved by him and t he \Alar Office, wil l become the 
official pattern . 

" Officers not in possession of p re-war Mess d ress 
wi ll not purchase t h is dress un ti l such time as the new 
pattern is approved.'' 

7th BATTALION 
THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 

(D.C.O.) 

In the New Year's Honours List 
we we re deligh tedto see that H er 
iV[ajesty the Q ueen had graciously 
appointed the Com mand ing Officer 
as an Officer of the Ord er of the 
British Empire. We fee l that th is 
is a very richly deserved award for 
Col. Ell is's services to theBatta lion 
and the Regiment in the years since 

the reforming of the Territorial Army. The command of 
a Terr itoria l Battalion today is an increasingly difficul t 
one, ca ll ing for considerable sacrifices, and we all k~ow 
and appreciate t he enormous amou nt of work and time 
that the Comm anding Officer devotes to our interests. 

T he permanent staff of the Batta lion have changed 
considerably d uring recent weeks. Major A. R . Wailer 
left us in D ecember on appointment to command the 
Regimenta l D epot. H is successor as z l C and Training 
iVIajor is Major E. F . Thompson, i\!l. C. Major T homp ­
son was previously serving in West Africa in a s taff 
appointment. Capt. B. A. IVI. Pielow has arr ived from 
the 1st Batta lion and has succeeded Capt. K . J. Carter 
as Adjutant. C.S.M. Cooper, Sgt. Eastap and L/Cpl. 
Ricketts have left us. C.S.M. Cooper is going to join 
t he Nigeria Regiment in \o\1est Africa and Sgt. Eastap 
wi ll rejoin the ISt Battalion after a 3- in. m ortar course 
at Netheravon . We wish them all the best of luck in 
their new appoi n tments. L /Cpl. R icketts is now in 
civil ian life and we w ish him wel l. 

In November the 7th Battalion Officers' Club held 
the ir annual d inner at Battalion H .Q . Always an 
enjoyable even t, on this occasion it was p art icularly 
pleasing to have such a num ber of past officers of the 
Battalion at Hornsey. Col. C. H . Pank, C .M.G., 
D .S.O., T .D ., was in the chair and many other dis­
t inguished past Commanding O ffice rs were presen t. 
Afte r d inner Col. E ll is presented i\![ajo r Rex Wa iler 
with a travell ing clock on behalf of serving officers as 
a token of thei r appreciat ion of his assistance over the 
past yea rs. 

It is hoped that the d inner wi ll be held at H ornsey 
on alternate yea rs in the future. 

The Motor Cycl ing Club have been contin uing to 
enter for sporting events and ou r team is g radua lly 
improving in its attempt to ga in a fi rst-class award. 
L /Cpl. Ricketts managed to gain a second-class award 
in the Civil Service Moto r Association T ria ls on 
November 28, and at the T wickenham Trials on 
February 13 our team was p laced ninth amongst the 
A rmy team s. Our team consisted of Cpl. ?rgan , 
Cpl. (now Sgt.) Rogers and Pte. Byne. Any expe r~enced 
motor-cycl ist in the Battalion wi ll be welcome m the 
club. 

T wo successfu l smoking concer ts have been held at 
H ornsey on November 27 and February 5- A local 
concert party gave t hei r services voluntarily and pro-

vided us w ith a p leasan t evening's entertainment on 
both occasions. Ou r O ld Comrades were st rongly 
represented in the audience and we were very pleased 
to see them . 

T he Children 's Ch ristmas Party was held on Decem­
ber 18. Major Percy Newman, ass isted by wives and 
ladies, aga in arranged the party with great efficiency. 
Over 150 chi ldren cam e and all received p resents from 
Father Chr is tmas (well represented by C.S.l\11. George 
Cooper). 

An extremely successful regimental da rrce was held 
on New Year 's Eve. About 250 members of the 
Battalion and O ld Comrades and thei r wives and lad ies 
attended. The New Year was seen in in t raditional 
style and spi r its. Our thanks are due to Capt . G unne ll , 
R.S.M. Pike and his helpers fo r th is very enjoyable 
party. We hope that ou r Albuhera Dance to be held 
on May 14 will be a similar success. Perhaps more of 
our serving members w ill be ab le to attend them. 

At annual camp t his yea r '.VC wil l take our part in 
the Divisional crossi ng of the R iver Avon . \o\1ith th is 
in mind our stud ies are d irected to the opposed crossi ng 
of a ri ver. On F eb ruary I2- IJ Brigad e H .Q . held a 
T .E.W.T at the Duke of York 's H.Q. it was well 
attended by company commanders and specialist 
officers. Even the Quartermaster was in attendance(!), 
and we were given a good idea of what wi ll be req uired 
of us at cam p. 

It was in terest ing to lea rn from The Timer in January 
that the old H ampstead Drill H all (previously thought 
to have been demol ished) was in fact the bui lding now 
occupied by the Everyman's Theatre at Hampstead. 
In a simi lar connection we have recently been informed 
that the o:d Midd lesex Ri fl e Volunteer D r ill H all at 
Castle Yard, Highgate, is to be demolished. Thi) hall 
dates back to 1840, as reco rded on a large stone set in 
the end wall. Sir T hom as Bennett, who is dealing 
witli the demolition on behalf of the Governors of 
H ighgate School, has kind ly offe red th is stone to the 
Battalion. ft is hoped to find a new site for it at our 
present H ighgate Centre. 

T he Officers' and Sergeants' Messes have held several 
functions recently. 

The Sergeants' 1\lless have recorded these elsewhere 
in these notes. The Officers' lVIess held a cockta il parry 
on Februa ry 18. Amongst the guests \-Vere t he Mayor 
of H ornsey and the Chairman of t he Enfie ld U rban 
D istrict Council. The Ma~ror of H ornsey, Alderman 
M. L. Burns, J .P., has recently been appointed as 
Lord-Lieutenant's rep resentati\:e for Hornsey. 

On February 26-27, approx imately 30 senior warrant 
officers and N.C.O.s attended a T.E.\-V.T. at Folkestone. 
Although the temperature was ext remely low, spirits 
were high , and good answers were given to the various 
problems. 

"S" Company have been ve ry active recently, 
especia lly in the Mortar P latoon. T he trai ning of the 
N.C.O.s of the P latoon bv Capt. Gar rett has been 
very satisfactory and the Platoon is now up to estab lish­
ment with trained N.C.O.s. T raining has taken p lace 
on the first and thi rd T uesdays of the month and on 
one Sunday. T he S undays prior to Christmas were 
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devoted en t irely to T.E.~1.T.s at Enfield and were 
well attended. Similar exercises are riow to be carri ed 
out with signal com munications within the Platoon. 
In J an uary the P latoon held t hei r first ca ll-up ofN.S.NI. 
s ince annual camp. Attendance was extremely good 
and there were on ly fo ur men who did not attend. 
The Anti-Tank P latoon have regretfull y sa id good-bye 
to Captain L eighton who has gone to "A'' Compa ny. 
H e had commanded the P latoon fo r a num ber of years 
and will be missed in the Company. He has been 
succeed ed by 2/L t. i\!J. j . Beaumont, who is now finding 
out the int ricacies of an ti-tank gunnery. 
Drum~Major H oldford has at last managed to field a 

foot ball team (in fact, hvo). The Corps of Drums played 
the Rest at the Regimenta l Depot on Sunday, Feb­
ruary 20. The result was: Corps of Drums I, The 
Rest 3· 

We now have a n umber of boxers trai ning for the 
D ivisional boxing competition on i\!l arch I 8 and 19. 
O ur officer IC boxing, 2; L t . M. S. Gedye, has high 
hopes of our en trants and we expect to make a good 
showing in t his event . 

A li st of a number of 1'\.C.O.s who have recen tly 
been prom oted is shown elsewhere in these notes. We 
wou ld like to take t h is opportuni ty of congratulating 
t hem. 

An n ual camp th is yea r will be held in the Salisbury 
Plain area and we will be accommodated in W indmill 
Hi ll Camp, nea r L udgershall. H owever , from w hat we 
hear, a lot of time '\Vill be spent in the field and the camp 
will onl y be a pi~d-a-terre. 

BATIALION RIFLE CLUB 

The .22 rifle shooting season has proved to be a ,·cry 
busv and not unsuccessful one for the Battalion team. 
Th~ keen ness and enthusiasm of the members, som e of 
whom travel long d istances in extremes of weather, 
augurs \>..'ell for the open ranges season, which '>v ill soon 
be here. 

On Tvionday, F ebruary 2 1, the Batta. lion team beat our 
old riva ls, I 1 th Battalion The Parachu te R egiment (8th 
:Vliddlesex), in the quarter-fina ls of the iVIiddlesex 
Terri toria l and Auxiliary Forces Association knock-out 
competition. It proved to be an exciti ng and close 
match, as the results shown in the order of firing 
re,·eal below. 

7th IVl iddlesex 1 I th Parachute 
points points 

90 92 
9+ 94 
go 93 
91 91 
95 93 
95 90 

555 553 

Our opponents for the semi-finuls are not as yet 
known. T o have reached th is stage is no mean feat, as 
all un its i.n M iddlesex are entered for this competi t ion, 
a tota l of 35 teams competing in all. 

I t v.'as a sad loss to t he Battalion team when Sgt. Tony 
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King decided to try out his luck in Australia. To take 
on a more happy note, it is encouraging to record that 
several new members have joined and in a few cases 
have fired in the Battalion team most successfully. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 

Since the last notes we have had many changes in the 
Mess and we have had to say re luctant farewells to 
C.S.M.s Burrell and Sinunonds, C /Sgt. Leggett and 
Sgts. King, Bates and Jones. We can ill afford to lose th e 
old-established Mess members and we can assure them 
that they wi ll be greatly missed. However, we hope that 
they will look in to see us whenever the opportunity 
occurs. This latter remark, of course, does not apply to 
Sgt. Tony King, who is leaving us to emigrate "down 
under " to Australia, and much as we would like to 
see more of him we can hardly expect him to drop in 
from Australia. We wish him and his family the very 
best of lu~k in thei r venture and we feel confident that 
if there is any shooting to be done " down under ", 
then Tony will more than uphold the honour of the 
Regiment and of the 7th Battalion. 

We welcome as new members Sgts. Hartard, Long­
man, L eggett, Frazer and Curry and we hope that they 
wi ll enjoy t heir Mess life w ith us. 

Despite the evil weather to which we have been 
subj ected for the past few m onths, we can report two 
successful social occasions recent ly. We held a social 
evening on Saturday, D ecember 4· A fair proportion of 
members and ladies were present and ·a good time was 
had by all, but \' e were sorry not to see more of our 
younger members there. We need their support. Our 
annual dinner on Saturday, January 15, was a great 
success, but we very much regret that, owing to illness, 
the C.O. and Mrs. Ellis could not be with us. However, 
Major and Mrs. T hompson abiy deputised, and we 
were glad of a chance to meet our new ziC and Training 
Major. As usual, the Permanent Staff members spared 
no efforts to make the evening a success and the thanks 
of all members are due to them and, in fact, to all those 
concerned. Before leaving the subject of our annual 
dinner we should record how pleased we were to have 
the pleasure of the company of Capt. and Mrs. Gunnell 
and our other guests from the London Scottish and our 
own ex-members. We hope that they enjoyed t heir 
evening with us. 

It is difficult to decide who is really to blame, but it 
is significant that s ince R.S.M. Pike rejoined us we have 
all become domino fiends. At first it was just a quiet 
pastime, but now it appears to be an obsession and even 
our once genia l caterer, Bob Burrows, is now most 
upset if someone has the audacity to interrupt him in his 
pondering, whether to make it "sixes about" or 
" blanks about," by asking for a drink. The purpose of 
the game seems to be pointless, because the same person 
always seems to win, and it is rather a strange coincidence 
that Sgt. Carter has suddenly found it possible to buv a 
house, whilst his brother-in-law, Sgt. Wotton, is able 
to run a vintage car. It is rumoured , too, that should 
the R.Q.M.S. ever win (which is highly improbable), 
t hen flags w ill be fl own on all public buildings in 
Hornsey for one week. 

We close these notes, as usual, with our very best 

wishes to all " Die-Hard " Sergeants' l\l[csses, wherever 
they may be. 

BAND 

The Battalion Band continues to thrive under the 
baton of Bandmaster Gilyatt, recently returned from a 
spell in hospital. They provided a programme of music 
for the dinner of the officers, past and present, of the 
7th Battalion, which was held at the T.A. Centre, 
Homsey, on October rz. 

The Band also played one Sunday morning at the 
Regimental Depot War Memorial houses, but, owing to 
the cold weather, most of the occupants observed the 
proceedings from behind their windows in the warm 
security of their homes. 

A special attempt is being made to interest local 
authorities in Middlesex in engaging the Band for public 
concerts and so far we have six confirmed engagements, 
which wi ll provide a much needed income to the Band 
Fund. 

As February drew unwillingly towards its icy close 
the Adjutant was startled to receive a letter announcing 
that a Field Security Section proposed visiting the Band 
of the 7th Battalion in order to inspect their security 
arrangements. Why the Band should have been singled 
out for attention in this way remains a mystery. Perhaps 
subversive music is to be found amongs t the dusty 
portfolios of the Band Stores. We shall see. 

Major E. F. Thompson, M.C., having taken over as 
Training Major from Major A. R. Wailer, M .C., has 
now become Band President. During his recent tour 
of duty in West Africa he was also Band President of 
the Band of the Nigeria Regiment. H e tells us that 
what these gentlemen lacked in musical ability they made 
up for in numbers and enthusiasm. 

There are no changes of personnel in the Band to 
report but vacancies do exist for anyone who wishes 
to join. The Band practice night is Wednesd3y, at 
8 p.m., and anyone who is interested in joining the 
Band can meet the Bandmaster at that time. 

PROMOTIONS 

(October 12, 1954, to February 25, 1955) 
OTHER RANKS 

To C.S.M.-Sgt. J . Webb. 
To Colour-Sergeant.-Sgt. D. Jackson and Sgt. A. Carnie. 
To Serq:eant.-Cpls. G. Rogers, T. Frazer and G. Leggett; Ptes. 

R. Longman, A. Hartard and j . Cu rry. 
To Corporal.-L/Cpls. T. Hall, C. Coooer, C. Taylor, ] . Ridl er, 

L. Oudley, L. Wilson and R. 'Wheeler; Ptes. A. Phillips, 
T. Stower, j . Tebb, M. Woodhouse, I<. Ransom, G. Haxton 
and B. Biggadike. 

To Lance-Corporal.-Dmr. Burton, j .; Ptes. C. Chacksfield, 
T. Bond, L . Ciltnanc, T . Taylor, P. Th ickbroom, D 'Ha lsey. 
J . Hall, D. Evans, B. Smith and R. Ripshe r. 

OFFICERS, WARRANT OFFICERS AND 
SERGEANTS 

BATTALION HEADQUARTERS 
Commanding Officer. . Lt.-Col. W. 0. Ellis, O.B.E .. T.D. 
2TC and Training Major Major E. F. Thomoson, M.C. 
Adjutant . . Cap t. B. A. M. Pielow 
Assistant Adjutant Lt . B. S t. G. A. Reed, M .C. 
Intelligence Officer Lt. H. D. Tymms 
Quartermaster .. Major P. F. Ncwman, M.TI.E. 
R.M.O . Cap t. M. P. Ward, R.A.M .C. 
Pad re Rev. j . H. Full er, R.A.Ch.D. 

R.S.M ... 
Bandmaster 
R.Q.M.S. 
O.R. Sergeant 

'' H.Q." COMPANY 
Company Commander 
M.T.O. .. 
Signals Officer .. 
Assistant S iq:nals Officer 
Messing Officer 
P.S.I. .. 
C.S.M ... 
C.Q.M.S. 
Drum Major . 
M.T. Sergeant 

bi.~~'St~':::d~~ 
Sergeants 

Major R. 1. P . Cummins 
Capt. P. j. T. Lane 
Lt. G. R. Chadwick 
Lt. C. C. Ross 
Lt. j. F. A. Weil 
C.S.M. V. Corner 

C/Sgt. D. Jackson 
0 /M. C. Holdford, O.E.M. 
Sgt. J. E. Moran 
Sgt. D. Rodbard 
C/Sgt. A. Carnie 
Sgt. S. Smith 
Sgt. G. Payne 
Sgt. K. lddenton 

"S" COMPANY 
Company Conunander .. 
t>. lortar Platoon Comnunder .. 
Mortar Platoon 2IC . . . . 
M.M.G. Platoon Commander 
Anti-Tank PI. Commander .. 
Assault Pioneer PI. Commander 
P.S. I. . 
C.S.M .. . 
C.Q.M.S. .. .. 
Mortar Platoon Sergeant 
i\•I. M.C. Platoon Se rgeant 

Major L. F. Baker 
Capt. R. G. Golrren 
L t. M. S. Gedye 
Capt. M. A. 0. C!utsom 
2/Lt. M.}. Beaumont 
z/ Lt. j . G. j . Grobc l 
C.S.M. A. Cooper 
C.S.M. F. Hutchings 
C/Sgt. W. Payne 
Sgt. 'vV. Payne 
Sgt. F. LaRochc 

"A" COMPANY 
Company Commander , ,c .. .. . . 
Platoon Commander . 
Platoon Commander . 
Platoon Commander . 
P.S. I. . 
C.S.M ... 
C.Q.M.S. 
Sergeants 

Company Commander 
2IC .. .. .. 
Platoon Commander . 
Platoon Commande r .. 
Platoon Commander . 
P.S.I. . 
C.S.M ... 
C.Q.M.S. 
Sergeants 

Company Commander 
2IC . . . .. 
Platoon Commander .. 
Platoon Commander . 
Platoon Commander 
P.S.I. .. 

~~?g~~~~ 

Company Commander 
''C Platoon ·comm·a·nder ·. 
Platoon Commander .. 
Platoon Commander . 

P .SI. .. 
C.S.M . . . 
C.Q.M.S. 
Sergeants 

Capt. }. D. Gunnel! 
Capt. R. L. Leighton 
Lt. A. H. Catchpole 
Lt. M. joseph 
z/Lt. M. j . Hickc y 
C.S.M. F. Firman 
C.S.M. L . Montaguc 
C/Sgt. G. Hills 
Sgt. R. Carter (R) 
Sgt. W. Se1tton 
Sgt. M. Young 
Sgt. D. jones 

" B " COMPANY 
Lt. A. R. K. Hardcasde 
Lt. j. M. Phillips 
Lt. N. C. Berry 
L t. G. L. Blacktop 
Lt. S. de M. Enthoven 
Sgt. M. Eastap 
C.S.M. 1. Webb 
C/Sgt. M. Leahy 
Sgt. J . Leighton 
Sgt. D. Cha rge 

" C" COMPANY 
Capt. P. j . A. Piclow 
Lt. 0. C. Richards 

Lt. T. M. H. \<Vollocombe 
Lt. C. A. Lamb 
C.S.M. G. Bignell . 
C/Sgt. A. Brooks 
Sgt. F. Carter 
Sgt. A. Hartard 

" 0" COMPANY 
Capt. M. E. Baldwin 
Lt. S. j. Carte r 
Lt . R. M. Fox 
Lt. R. D. Wilson 
Lt. M. Crowder 
2/Lt. D. E. C. Vince 
Sgt. D. Voleller 

C/Sgt. R. Colboume 
Sgt. R. Richardson 
Sgt. B. \Vright 
Sgt. R. Longman 

J Nol on Sl1·ength of Compam·es: l'Vhjor T. W. Creighton , Capt. 

\·\'a~i~~L~: }tA~ ·s~c~~1,1L~~· G~tj. ~~icJ~~.0L;i1: k~·H~'~d~~o~· 
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I Ith Bn. THE PARACHUTE 
REGIMENT 

(8th Bn. The Middlesex Regiment (D.C.O.), T.A.) 

The Battalion has now nearly finished the winter 
period of training, the Christmas fest ivities are over, 
and the m ore seasoned T .A. members are drinking 
hard in the canteens to enable next near's children's 
parties to be paid for. A start has been made on the 
1955 training, class ifications are being carried out, and 
the boxing season is nearly over. 

Boxing 

The inter-company novices ' boxing competition was 
held at H ounslow on Tursday, February 3· It was a 
very successful evening with several knock-outs and 
plenty of punches going in each direction, the most 
obvious failing being the lack of fitness of most of the 
competitors. There were seven bouts, in four of which 
officers took part, equalling the previous record for an 
x Ith Battalion meeting in 1950. The results were as 
follows: 
Feather. . Lt. Smith ('' D "), walk over. 
Lighl Welter Pte. Stocking (" D ") beat Pte. Dolan (" D "). 
Welter . Lt. Brooks ("A ") beat Pte. Canoll (" 0 "). 
l11liddle.. Ph: Cibbs (" C ") beat Pte. Watson ('' C " ). 
Light Heavy Lt Price (" C ") beat Lt. Culhmore (' ' B ") 
~::r~~;,. . . ~!~ ~Y!~~~( .. (~ S)") beat L /Cpl Day (" C ") 
Wmmng Company •· C ' Compa ny. 

The inter-company open Boxing tournament took 
p lace at Hounslow on Thursday, February 24. There 
''-'ere many excellent and aggressive bouts, with a very 
welcome number of new faces in the ring. The prizes 
were presented by Brigadier W. D. T ighe-Wood, M.C. 
The results were as follows: 

Bantam 
Feather .. 
Light .. 
Light MiddU 
lVliddle. 

Light H emy 
H eauy .. 
Light Welter 
Welter 

Pte. Ralf ('' S "),walk ove r. 
L /Cpl. Cordon(" S ")beat Pte. Wilson (''A"). 
Pte. Thomas (" D ") beat Lt. Smith (" D "). 
L /Cpl. Cox (" C ") beat Pte. Nicholls (" H.Q.''). 
Pt(:. J~8~·~)~ne (" C ") beat Pte. Bloomficld 

Sgt. Cowell (" D ") beat Lt. Price C' C "). 
Pte. Williams ("C") beat L/Cpl. Kemp {"H.Q. "). 
Pte. Topper(' ' D "), walk over. 
Pte . McNames (" S ") beat Lt . Brooks ('• A"). 

Battalion H.Q., Support, and" H.Q." Companies 

The winter's training has taken its usual course, with 
the training being varied between specialist training and 
the lighter relief of basketball a11d .22 shooting. A verv 
successful Children's Party was held in the Drill Hail 
at Hounslow on the Saturday before Christmas, com­
plete with the now traditional huge Christmas trees 
the conjuror, tea , and films of great antiquity. " H.Q.'~ 
Company welcome Sgt. Good all as their P .S. I., Sgt. 
Phillips was given a great " send-off u when he left· 
the Sergeants' Mess Ball provided a suitable occasio~ 
to congratulate him on retaining his sanity after his 
T.A. tour ! 

" S " Company consider themselves very lucky in 
that they are retaining the services of their " regular 
adviser," C.S.M. Vasey, for another year. The Com­
pany H.Q. is also enriched by t he presence of newly 
promoted C/Sgt. Henry Rae. 
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" A " Company 

T he newest Company is managing to keep its tail up 
in the Middlesex Depot at i\1i ll Hi ll , under the com­
mand of Lt. David Brooks. 

u B " Co mpa ny 

"B" Company at Ealing had a highly successful 
an nua l dance and ch ild ren's party, both directed by 
Capt. Reckitt. The credit fo r the scrumptious spread, 
which the children enjoyed after being entertained by 
Cpl. Bowditch, goes to the W.V.S. , with whom the 
Company have the closest liaison. L /Cpl. Kelly acted 
as Santa Claus. 

The trai n ing in the Ne .. v Ye<~r has been centred 
around an officers' an d N.C.O.s' cadre run with great 
enthusiasm and efficiency by Major Lee. This shou ld 
serve them in good stead d u ri ng the summer months. 
An interesting aspect of the cadre is the regu lar atten ­
dance of officers and N.C.O.s from the 6th and 10th 
M iddlesex Home Guard Battalions. This should go 
far to foster an association '"''hich was previously on ly 
social. 

C/Sgt. Crosby is to be congratulated on h is promo­
tion; the Company are un likely to go short of tea 
during the comi ng sum mer. 

"C" Compa n y 

"C" Company at VVealdstone have emphas ised the 
sporting side of the T.A. with such success t hat they 
have already won the Battalion novices boxing, the 
Battalion cross-country competition, and have hopes of 
further triumphs. They managed, in addition, to find 
time for an interesting and highly educat ional air -photo 
cou rse at the Duke of York's H.Q. 

" D" Com pan y 

No notes have been received by the Battalion Editor. 

Officers' Mess 

T here have been two changes in the regu lar staff 
of the Battalion during the winter: Capt. (.Q.TVI. ) J im 
Stone left us in November to take up an appointment 
in Germany, and we are very g lad to welcome Lt. 
(Q.i\1 .) Harry J ennings of the TVI iddl esex Regiment in 
his place. We shall all miss Capt. Chris Mieville, NLC ., 
who has returned to the rst Battalion The i\IJiddlesex 
Regiment in Austria after his tour with us as our 
Adjutant. H e managed to ach ieve an excellen t balance 
berween efficiency and the ·• T.A. spirit." His sense 
of humour, which helped hi m. survive the T .A., will 
undoubtedly assist him at the present time in lea rning 
to sk i. He has been replaced by another lVIidd lesex 
Regiment parachutist, Capt. Naps J ordan. 

The l\IJess, thanks to the patient hard work o f our 
" chief regular adviser" and Mess secretary, Major 
Don A ppleton, who has on occasions been seen behind 
the scenes cutting sandwiches with great gusto, has had 
a very successfu l winter. Our activitiCs included a 
Ch ristmas cocktai l party before the Sergeants' l\lless 
ball, a dinner with our ladies at the May Fair after 
Christmas, and a dinner in the TVIess at H ouns low to 

say good-bye to Brigadier W. D. Tight:-\Vood, M.C., 
and the Bandmaster, i\lbjor Glyn Gilbert, both of 
whom are lea,· ing the 13rigade. '1'hey lca,·e us greatly 
in their debt; it w ill be verv difficult to find a team 
who can equa l them; th~y k;1ew "T .. -\. form " better 
than we know it ourselves! 

8th BATTALION NEWS 
I have recently been appointed Vice-Chairman of t he 

H ounslow Branch of the British Legion and amongst 
other old 8th Batta lion members I have had the great 
pleasure of meeting i\ll r . A. E. Bowl~s. i\•I. J\II., and l\ll r. A. 
Daws and from th< m have obtained their record of 
service. 

Vol. A. F. Daws, znd Vol. 8attalio11, .\1iddl'!sex Regl. 

Mr. A. D.:1ws 

Joine'a 2nd V.B., D.C.O. Midd lesex Regiment . 189-4-
Duty in London , Queen Victoria's Jubil ee 1897 
Volunteered for service in Africa with C . I. V. 1899 
Ca rried on with 2nd V.B. on expi ration of engage-
ment. 
Para::led at H o rse Guards for presentation of 

medals by King Edward VI I 1901 
Merged with znd V.B. into 8th i\1iddlesex Regi-

ment, T.A. 1908 
Member of Colour Pa rty at VViT1 dsor Castle for 
presentation of Colours by King Edwarcl VII 1909 
Awarded T . F. Medal. 

Transferred to T.A. Reserve 1913 
Re-enlisted Royal Engineers; served with 9th 

Field Company, R.E. , and s8rst Fortress 
Company, R.E. 1915 

\Vounded and gassed 1918 
Transferred to Army Reserve r 9 r 9 
Members of escort of ex-Servicemen at bu r ial of 

"Unknown \Varrior" at \ Vestminster Abbey 1919 
Member, Houns low Branch, The British Legion, The 

S.A. W.V. A. 
Alfred Frank D aws, 46 Cromwell Road, Hounslow. 

Mr. A. E. Bowles, M.M. 

Extract from The Duke of Cambridge's Own Fall In, 
Saturday August 26, 1916: 

" R.S.M. A. E. Bowles was born at T edding ton , 
Middlesex, in 1879. H e joined the 2nd V.B. Middlesex 
(H ampton Company) in r 896 and was promoted corporal 
r897. H e gave up his stripes, with many others, to join 
C.I.V.s; took part in the whole of the hard '-'t'Ork and 
marching in A frica t hat the Battalion was asked to do, 
and when the Battalion was rest ing prior to coming 
home acted as cyclist orderly to Lord Kitchener in 
Pretori a. Queen's Medal and fou r bars. Promoted 
sergeant in 2nd V.B. M idd lesex in 1901 ; Hythe course 
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REGIMENTAL H EADQUARTERS 
At the time of writing the las t article, our future 

seemed extremely well advanced-an excellen t report 
again from annual camp, and the building up of a 
magnificent esprit de corps within the Regim·ent. Now 
we have been cast into limbo with our very existence 
much in the balance. To quote VViltiam Shakespeare: 
"To be or not to be, that is the question." For all 
we know this may be our swan song, but we st ill 
remain confident as the battle is still to be won or lost. 

All this has cast a gloomy shadow over other 
activities, such as the all -ranks' C hristm as dance and 
the officers' and se rgeants' New Year's Day ball, and 
only last week ou r Brigade ball held in our Drill Hall. 

As always happens, now that our existence is un­
certain, the Drill Hall is being given its five-year clean 
u~ and repair, and we wonder how many, and who 
w1ll be left to see it finished. 

"P" BAITERY 

Christmas has passed once again, and the heavy round 
of socials and dances is over. I t was p leasing to see 
that members of the Battery gave good support to these 
functions, though it would be even more pleasing to 
achieve too per cent. attendance. 

Congratulations to Capt. K. T. Dennis and the 
ai rcraft recognition team on winning the Inter-Battery 
Cup for the second year nmning. It was duly filled 
by the O.C. at the all -ranks' ball, but strange to relate, 
the teams' drink ing abi lity was not as good as t heir 
"spotting." 
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in 1902 and took the Colours in 1912, which had betn 
held by h is predecessor fo r 15 yea rs. R.S.Ivl. Bowles 
has never missed an annual training and was one of the 
first to get the T.F. medal. Was made C.Q.M.S. on · 
adoption of platoon system. He landed in France with 
his Battalion March 9, 1915, and was soon in the thick 
of t he fight ing. They had on ly two Regu lar staff w ith 
them, apart from the Adjutant- R .S.M. Stead and 
C.Q.M.S. H . Smith. Stead received his commission 
and was killed a few days later. Smith took R.S.M. and 
was wounded lVl ay 24 and R.S.l\IJ. Bowles was then 
asked to take the rank he, as a Territoria l, had never 
thought of atta ining, and being the third R. S.M. in 
just over 10 weeks of landing. But none can deny that 
this rapid promotion was richly deserved." 

R .S.M. Bowles was awarded the l\1i litary l\IJedal and 
continued to serve with the Battalion until the end 
of 1919. 

H e is now an active member of the British Legion and 
the South Africa VVar Veteran Association. 

H e and Mr. D aws are still great pals, both havi ng kept 
in touch since the South African \Var. 

We were able to entertain them at the drill hall and 
they were thri lled to see their old Colours and some of 
t he si lver, including the Midd lesex Justices Shield, for 
which they competed in 19 13. 

Congratulations are also offered to L /Bdrs. Milsom 
and Chignell, and Gnr. Zimmerman, on passing the 
Class r " spotters " test. 

The small-bore team seemed to develop spots before 
their eyes during the miniature range competition. 
W e were considered the favourites for th is cup also, 
but ·we only achieved second p lace. 

All week-end training has been cancelled for the last 
t\vo months, so there has been no opportunity for the 
whole Battery to be on parade together. The same 
o ld faces are to be seen each drill night, but until a 
fu ll parade is possible, only specia list training can take 
place. 

N.S. men continue to run out at an increased pace. 
So far, they ha,·e all been in a civi lian employment 
wh ich is unsuitable to allow them to take on a vo lunteer's 
commitments, so we say farewell to some very useful 
members of the Battery. 

V\lhether there will be a contribution from this 
Battery in the next issue of the l\ll agazine is a moot 
point a t the moment. Change and rumours of change 
go on a round us as A.A. Command s lowly breaks up. 

However, ·we are not called " Die-Hards " for 
nothing, so we must just wait and see. 

"Q" Battery 

Like most T.A. Batteries, the recent \Var Office 
announcement about reduction of T.A. anti-aircraft 
units has, to say the least, stunned us. \Vith the fun 
frolic and success of our last camp sti ll fresh in ou~ 
minds, it is hard to think that for many of us that 
may have been ou r las t camp. 

Our Battery Captain, Capt. P . 'A' . Pughe, has left 
us on moving into Kent. VVe w ish him every happi-
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ness and success. H e was dined out with due ceremony 
in the Officers ' Mess on \¥ednesday, F ebruary 9· 

After a brief period as our P.S.I., B.S.M. Strange 
has returned to the uncertainties of civi lian life; with 
him go our best v .. •ishes .. 

Piercing the gloom were the Christmas festi vities, as 
usual, very festive. It has been sugges ted that we 
provide t he B.S.i\11. with a tin-opener for his newest 
baby. 

Lacking inspiration, let us hope that in the nex t 
issue we shall not, along w ith " S.L." Bnttery, be 
saying R.l.P. , but Ad multos annos. 

OFFICERS' MESS 

Also a rather dismal place at the time of writing these 
notes . This too has been completely redecorated by 
the Association, including curtains, to which has been 
added a considerable sum of Mess money for items 
like Mess Waiter's kit, lighting arrangements, etc. 

VVe wonder who will have the pleasure of using 
these palatial rooms. 

Major George Vlickers, R.A., our Quartermaster, has 
completed his military service, and Capt. Paul Pughe, 
for domestic reasons, has left the Regiment. We wish 
them every success and h appin ess in Civvy Street, 
w ith an earnest wish for our own chairs and bowler 
hats to be indented for and kept dusted. 

We planned a dining out for them both, bu t un­
fortu"nately Major \Vickers was unable to attend-still 
we were ab le to look after the bodi ly and spi ritual needs 
of Capt. Pughe. 

Our next function will probably be a dining in 
evening for those remaining, by t hose d eparting. 

SERGEANTS' MESS 

Officers' and Sergeants' Annual Ball 

The annual ball for the officers and sergeants of the 
Regiment was held on Saturday, J anuary t, 1955, and 
from the beginning to the end it was a resounding success. 
The attendance from both Messes and by guests was 
much better than that of former yea rs and the relaxed , 
happy feeling which prevailed throughout the evening 
was evident soon after the ball commenced. 

Both the M.C. found by the Sergeants' M ess (Sgt. 
F. VV. Si lvester) and the other M.C. found by th e 
Officers' Mess (Lt. N. A. Locket) did an exce llent job 
of work , for which they were deservedly congratula ted. 

During the evening there were several p leasan t inter­
ludes and among them were the fo llowing: Our Com­
manding Officer, Lt.-Col. B. A. C. M acFadd en, T.D ., 
R .A ., spoke at som e length on o ur recent history and 
touched on the uncertain future of the Regimen t. Ivlrs. 
B. A. G. MacFadden, Commanding Officers' wife, 
kindly presented the prizes of the evening. B.S.M. E. 
Lockyer is to be congratulated on the magnificent buffet, 
on which he had worked so hard . 

All Ranks' Ball 

This wi ll be fully rep orted elsewhere, but we must 
take this opportunity to thank B.Q.M.S. Spivey fo r al l 
his interesting work for the Regiment. 

A netv flag now proudly flies in the old 9th Battalion lines 

Regimental Children's Party 

It is very pleasant to report on this occasion because 
it was so successful. To be awa re of this it was only 
necessary to see the look of rapture on the children ·s 
facc·s, all 132 of t hem , throughout th e evening. 

Trajning 

A ve ry successful training day was held on Sunday, 
February 6, 1955, fo r the sergean ts (common ly known 
as Nos. 1) and \ :\.' .O.s in g un drill and mechanism. 

Farewell 

On the evening of Februa ry 9, 1955, the Sergeants' 
Mess held a small farewell party in the Sergeants' lVIess 
fo r Major (Q.l\1.) C. Wickers, R .A., and B.S.i\1 . l\. 
Strange. A grand time was had by all. The P. l\1.C. 
presented B.S.i\11. Strange with a lovely clock suitably 
inscribed, a presen t subscribed by :VIess members. 
R. S.NI. Strange said a few words in farewell. He hopes 
to be ahle to rejoi n the Hegiment at a later date. 

We took this opportunity to present a bottle of whisky 
to Mr. C. R. J\ilaggs, O.C.A. (9th Battalion Th e 
Middlesex Regimen t (D.C.O .)), to show him our 
appreciation of all mernbers for his un tiring efforts. 
It wi ll be recalled that as Pion eer Sergean t he was the 
" scou rge of the Qth ." 

RIFLE CLUB 

\Ve have jus t completed a busy period of shooting. 
During October, l\.'ovember and December a rifle course 
of inst ruction was held with several lessons that included 
.22 shooting on the miniature range (this has produced 
at least three new members of the club) and we hope all 
those who attended the course have benefited. 

On \~'ednesday, December 15, boun ty night , an inter­
battery and individwli .22 championship was held , 
Searchlight Battery emerging batte ry champions and 
Gnr. Tron individual champion after a shoot-off with 
B.Q.l\I.S. Barnden, who both scored a poss ible fO in 
the competition and 15 against nine in the shoot-off. 
.\ silver chall enge cup was presented to Searchligh t 
Battery with a keepsake for each member of the team 
and a si lver spocn was presented to Gnr. Tron on 
December 17 at the all ranks' ball. 

On December 2 I, 6o members of the Regiment and 
their friends fired in a good luck shoot, which took place 
on the min iature range during the evening after the 
children's Christmas party, and we are very pleased to 
report that everyone taking part received a prize. This 
yea r the prize tab le seemed to be the best so far. This 
was no doubt due to the help given to us by the fo llowing: 
M r. Brazier, of Kenton Park Farm, who donated a 
gentleman 's toile t set; Messrs. l\1eux Brewery, two 
dozen bottles of beer; Messrs. Frem lin 's Brewery, two 
dozen bottles of beer; I\!Iessrs. Scribbans-Kemp, a 
presentation box o f biscuits; and IVIess rs. Cantrell and 
Cochrane, six bottles of squash . \Ve are very much 
indebted to the above for their generosity. W e were 
eliminated in the first round of the iVIiddlesex T .A. 
Association .22 knock-out competition by the 7th Bat­
talion The Midd lesex Regiment, who beat us by 30 
poin ts. Unfortunately, three m embers o f the team were 
absent, but B.S.l\1. Packer sportingly stepped in at the 
last moment, so that, with the reserves, we were able to 
muster seven (s ix highest scores to count). 

ScoRES 
B.Q.).l.S. Barnden 90, Bdr. Anderson 89, Gnr. Tron 

82, L /Bdr. Smeeth 81, Gnr. Blo·w 8o, Pte. Youngman­
Smith 76, B. S.iVI. Packer 5 ' · Total (for s ix highes t 
scores) +98. 

7th Battalion The l\1iddlesex Regiment : T otal 528. 
\Ve congratulate the 7th Batta lion on beating us. 

If we cannot win, we would rather lose to our old friends 
from Homsey than anybody else, and may R.S.M. Pike 
take them thro ugh to the final. 

A three months' intensive training course of inst ruc­
tion has just started on rifle and Bren on Wednesday 
evenings with many periods on the miniature range, at 
the end of ·which we hope we shall get some more new 
members for the club. 

As our usual scribe was unable to compile these notes , 
it fell to my lot as Secretary to deputise for him , so I would 
like to take this opportunity of thanking Lt .-Col. and 
Mrs. NiacFadden for the very nice presentation made 
to me at the all ranks' ball. 1 can assure them that their 
hea lth was drunk several times over C hristmas by m y 
wife and myself. 

The club wishes all readers a ll th e best for 1955 and 
plenty of good shooting. L.S. 
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SCIENCE MUSEUM VISIT 

The two Regimental aircraft recognition courses for­
sook their studies of Sabres and 1VI. I.G.s on November 
2f to delve into aviation's pas t in a vi~it to the Science 
l\1useum aeronautical co ll ectio n at South Kensington. 
Mr. \ Vilson, o f the l\1useum staff, was an admirably 
informative and entertaining guide to the group of 35, 
who could not h·elp fee ling that the spotter's job today 
is considerably m ore dlfficult than it mus t have been in , 
say, 19r4, '"''hen top speeds of 6o m .p. h . 'vere com mon . 

3rd DIVISION OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION, 1939-47 

Officers who served in 2nd Battalion between 1939 
and 1947 w ill probably like to know or be reminded of 
the existence of the: 

3rd Division Officers' Associat ion, •939-+7 , 
Hon . Secretary, Hugh Gunning, 

6s Tumey Road, 
Dulwich \' illage, S.E.2r. 

The Association holds an Annual Dinner, which was 
held this yea r at the Naval and i\Iilitary Club o n 
l\1arch 26. 

R.W.A.F.F. 

A ll officers and ex-office rs who have at any time 
served with .the Royal ~'est-African Frontier Force are 
reminded of the ex is tence of the R .VV.A.F.F. Dinner 
C lub. A reunion dinn er is held annually in London, 
that for 1955 taking p lace in October and fo r 1956 
probably in May. The type of commission held by an 
officer or ex-officer (i.e. regular, short-service, emergency, 
N.S., •etc.) is immaterial, the sole requirement o f 
membership being serv ice w ith \Ves t African troops in 
any part of the world. Further particulars m ay be 
obtained from the H o n. Secretary, R .\V.A .F.F. Dinner 
C lub, Bisteme, Normand y, nr. Guildford, Surrey. 

THE HISTORY 
of the 

MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 

The History of The Middlesex Regiment , 
IQIQ-52 , which has been in preparation for 
several years , is at last nearing completio n. 

The final draft is in the hands o f the pub­
lishers and the book should be ava ilable for 
issue in Octobe r this yea r. 

It is anticipated that the cost to past and 
present members of the Regim ent wi ll be 
18s. 6d. a copy and to t he general public zss. 

Order fo rms \v i\1 be circulated to all 
members, pas t and present. 
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THE COLOURS 
Introduction 

In reprinting the following article., we remind readers 
that there is in the Regimental Museum at the D epot, 
a fragment of the Colours carried by the 57th at the 
Battle of Albuhera. This is tattered and pierced by 
shot ho les, a reminder of the gallantry of those who 
fell that day in keeping the Colours flying. 

Object 

1. The British Regular Army dates from the R es tora­
tion. The object of this article is to trace, briefly, the 
purpose of its Colours over the past three hundred 
years. 

Early History 

2. Although the Army dates its formation from 1661 , 
the practice of carrying Colours continues back through 
the Royalist and Cromwellian armies, when the hue of 
a Colour corresponded to the title of a unit (e.g. the 
Red Regiment carried a red Colour). In 1639 'it was 
written of the " office and duty of a Colonel of a 
Regiment ,. that " hee ought to have all the Colours 
of his R egiment to be alike in colour and fashion to 
avoide confusion so that the soldiers might disceme 
their own R egim ent from the other troopes." In the 
Middle Ages} when much of a soldier's body was 
covered in armour, identification was achieved only 
by leaders using their coats of arms or heraldic designs 
upon shjeJds and on pennons or banners carried from 
the shaft of the lance. 

It is clear, therefore, that on the formation •of the 
standing army the purpose of Colours was essentia lly 
a practical one, i. e. to assist identification. 

The Warrant of 1747 
3· The practice of using Colours to carry the armorial 

bearings of a leader continued for almost a hundred 
years. In 1747, however , a warrant establ ished that 
u n o Colonel to put his Arms, C rest, D evice or Livery 
on any part of the appointments of the Regiment under 
his command " and ' ' that the second Colour (i.e. the 
R egimental Colour) be of the sam e colour as the faci ngs 
of the Regiment and to bear the R egimental Number." 

At this time " facings " comprised the lapels, cuffs 
and turn back of the coat. The Colours were still being 
used , therefore , as a means of identification, and this 
practice of carrying the Regimental Number on the 
R egimental Colour continued until 188 r , w hen the 
numbers were replaced by the new terri torial titles. 

Colours in Battle 

4· The Colours were carried in the centre of the front 
rank w here they could be easily seen and recognised. 
T h eir presence in the battle undoubtedly had a high 
m orale effect , and once battle was joined , the Colour 
Party became an obvious target and the centre of t he 
most bitter h and-to-hand fighting . The rate of mortality 
amongs t ensigns was high, for the importance of a 
victory was generall y gauged by the number of guns 
and stands of Colours that were captured . 

With a view to giving the ensigns some local p ro­
tection, the rank of Colour-Sergeant was introduced 
in 1813- " It is His Royal Highness' pleasure that the 
duty of attending the Colours in the field shall at all 
times be performed by the Sergeants " and " that they 
shall bear ab::::ve their chevron· the honourable badge of 
the Regimental Colour supported by two cross swords." 

5· Writing of Waterloo, Sgt. VVi lliam Lawrie, 40th 
R egiment, says: 

" About 4 o'clock I was ord ered to the Colours; 
this, although I was used to warfare as much as 
anyone, was a job I d id not at all like. But s till I 
went as boldly to work as I could. There had been 
before m e that day 14 Sergeants al ready killed and 
wounded and the staff and Colours almOst cut to 
pieces. '' 
6. Although the carrying of Colours in battle involved 

considerable loss of life amongst those who bore them , 
the practice continued unt il comparatively recent times. 
Such were the losses amongst Colour parties in the 
Crimea that in the later batt les of that campaign som e 
commanding officers ordered their Colours to the rear 
once battle had been joined . 

At th e disaster of Isandhlwana, 1879, two subalterns 
received posthumous V.C-s for their endeavours to save 
the Colours, and from this date the practice of carrying 
Colours in battle gradually came to an end. They were 
last carried in battle at L aings Nek in 1881 . 

Battle Honours on Colours 

7- The system of p lacing battle honours on Colours 
did not start genera lly until the Peninsular VVar. As a 
mark of Royal favour, certain regiments had been 
authorised to place a badge (e.g. the White H orse of 
of Hanover or the current Royal cipher) on their 
clothing and appointm ents, including the Colou rs. 
Between r66x and 1812, however, there were th ree 
soli tary instances where a battle honour was placed on 
a Colour. The first occurred in q68, when as a result 
of a spi rit ed cavalry act ion , Elliott's Light Dragoons 
{later 15th Hussars) were authorised to place the word 
" Emsdorf" on their h elmets and on their guidons. 

The n ext instance occurred in 1784, wh en the four 
R egiments which had taken part in the S iege of G ib­
ralter were permitted to place the word " Gibraltar " 
upon their Grenadier and Light Infantry caps, t heir 
accoutrements, and drums, and likewise upon the 
Colours. 

After a lapse of 18 years those regiments wh ich had 
fought in Egypt in I Sot were authorised to place a 
sphinx with a wreath of laurel and the word " Egypt" 
on their appointments, including the Colours. 

Rifle, Hussar and Lancer Regiments 

8 . An experimental Rifle Corps was raised in ;:8o r. 
Their role was a skirmishing one in open order. Con­
cealment was important and there was t hus no necess ity 
for the use of Colours. The experimental Rifle Corps 
ultimately became the Rifle Brigade and as the experi­
ment proved successful other regiments were converted 
to a rifle role; for example, the 6oth Regiment was 
converted in 1824 and from that date ceased to carry 
Colours. Four other regiments were subsequently con-

verted. They are now amalgamated into the Cameron ians 
(Scottish Ri fles) and the Royal U lster Rifles, and they 
also on conversion ceased to car ry Colours. 

Certain Light Dragoon regiments were converted 
to a hussar role in 1807. The role of hussar was con­
sidered analogous to that of a rifle rol e and accord ingly 
these regiments gave up carrying guidons. This was 
eventually confirm ed by an order of 1834· Ot~er Light 
Dragoon regim ents were converted to a lancer role at 
varying dates from 18 I 5 onwards and they also on 
conversion gave up carrying guidons. 

Summary 
It is clear that the original purposes of Colours were 

to aid identification and to act as a guide and a rallyirg 
point in battle. T hey were a part of the appointments of 
a regiment; batt le honours, as they were gradually 
introduced, were p laced not solely on t he Colou rs, but 
on the clothing and other appointments, such as drums 
and bells of arms. 

T he h istory of many of our regiments is bound up 

ACCOUNT OF THE MIDDLESEX COUNTY 
DINNER 

By Col. M. Browne 

The! Dinne r held at Grosvenor House on Jan uary 21, 
1955, will long be remembered bv all ranks as an out­
standing feature in our history. . 

F or the Regiment this dinner was unique as it "vas 
held in the yea r in which the zooth anniversary of the 
raising of the 57 th Foot in 1755 under Col. Arabin, and 
the soth anni versa ry of ou r arriva l in early April, 1905, 
at Inglis Barracks as the new Regimenta l H eadquarters 
and Depot of t he County Regim ent . The Regiment's 
connection with iVIidd lesex commenced in 1782, when 
the 57th Foot added to its historic number the term 
Vlest 1\rlidd lesex, to be paralleled in 1807 by the 77th 
Foot being called East M iddlesex after that number. 

By the kindness and forethought of County Alderman 
A. N. H . Barnes, ] .P., the Chairman of the County 
Counci l, it was decided to add to the list of toasts on the 
programm e one for the Nliddlesex Regiment (Duk e of 
Cambridge's Own). That toast was p roposed by 
County .-\ lderman S ir William Grimshaw, J .P. , doubt­
less because he had presided as chairman of the County 
Counci l at a lunch given to all ranks of our 1st Battalion 
by the County Council in the Drill H all of the London 
Scottish, foll ~wing the Lord Lieutenant 's presentation 
to the1r Drummers of 20 silver bugles in recognit ion of 
the gallantry of the Battalion du ring the opera tions in 
Korea in the early and most arduous part of the cam­
paign. The reply was to have been made by the Colonel 
of the Regiment , but by bad fortune he was ill with a 
severe attack of in fluenza, w hich confined him to his 
home. H is p lace was taken by the writer of this account. 

By good fortu ne the second toast p rior to the Regi­
mental one \Vas " The County," and was propcsed by 
the Rt. H on. H arold MacMillan , P.C., IVI.P., Her 
Majesty's Min ister for D efence. 

In a brilli ant speech the lVIin iste r commenced by a 
glowlng eulogy of our Regiment set out in splendid 
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with deeds of considerable heroism around the Colours. 
The wi llingness of so many to grasp the Colours when 
others had fall en and unhesitating ly accep ting risks far 
beyond those normally occurring in battl e constituted 
examples of self-sacr ifice of the highest order. Since 
1804 Colours h ave been entitled t o the highest military 
honours. 

The reason why Colou rs are car ri ed by some regiments 
and not by others is clear and depends on their role in 
the past. It may be argued that , as there is no difference 
now between the role of dragoon guards and lan cers 
then , therefore there is no reason wh y the latte r regiments 
should not now bear guidons again . 

These regiments who now car ry Colours have done 
so continuously from the date of their fo rmation almost 
w ithout exception. Care m ust be taken that the honour 
and sanctity of these Colours does not change th rough a 
wholesale adoption of Colours th roughout t he Army 
occasioned by a desire to display battle honou rs wh ich 
could equally well be borne in other ways as they ha,·e 
been in the past. · 

language, never to be forgotten. H e displayed an 
intimate knmvledge of ou r Regimental history, even to 
the extent of pronou ncing correct ly " lng lis ," the name 
of the Commander who mad e use of the historic words 
" Die hard m y men, Die hard ," on the fi eld of Albuhera 
on May 16, r8r 1, from w hich we have derived the 
right to be kno.,.vn as " The Die-Hards," a name wh ich 
has ever inspired our ranks to fight to the bitter end 
and to lay down their lives to maintain un tarn ished the 
honour and g lory of the Regiment in which they serve 
and whose crest bears the words " Tch Dien." 

After havi n~ consulted the Colonel as soon as I knew 
the task of replying would fall upon m y shoulders, I 
was able in addition to offer ou r thanks to the County 
for the generous manner in wh ich, led by the L ord 
L ieutenant, the people had financially and di rectly by 
many deeds supported all our needs, includ ing the 
Prisoners-of-War Fund, 1939-45 , the \:Var Memorial 
Fund to bui ld zo cottage homes at Enfield for disabled 
soldiers , the special fun d to provid e comforts for all 
ranks of the 1st Battalion dur ing thei.r yea r in the 
Korean campaign, the fund which p resented 20 s il ve r 
bugles to the t s t Battalion in memory of the gallantry 
and endurance disp layed throughout a bitter win ter in 
Korea, and fin ally the financial aid given to the R egi­
mental Association to enable help to be given to past 
and present members in distress of all kinds. In fact, 
some £6o,ooo in all was the generous gift made from 
all types of people, rich and poor, to show th eir g rat itude 
and especially to the 1st and 2nd Battal ions of thei"r 
Regiment , now am algamated, and also the Territor ial 
Battalions of the Regiment (7th , 8th ( 1 Ith P ara. Bat­
talion) and 9th . now 595 L. A.A .IS. L. Regimen t, R. A.). 

Before the toast was drunk, the Band p layed the 
Regimen tal I\1arch which combines those formerly 
used by the t st Battali on, "Sir lVIan ly Power," and th~ 
2nd Battalion , " Paddy's Resource." This present 
1\1arch was composed by a Director of I\l[us ic, Capt. 
A. E. Thirtle, A.R.C.iVI. , towards the end of 19{8, 
when the two Regular Battalions were am algamated. 



ANNUAL CAMP, 1954 
A party from the Regiment visit 7th Hussars 

THE H ONG KONG REGIMENT 

We of this Regiment are proud to have been given the 
opportunity of contributing to The Die-Hards Journal. 
It is yet another proof of the living state of our alliance 
and we trust that news of our dai ly doings will prove of 
interest to the reader. 

The writer feels that a short summary of the back­
ground to this Regiment might well start our first article. 

Background 

Hong Kong is a small colony containing a proportion 
of nearly every race. The majority is Chinese, with a 
large proportion of Portuguese, Indian and Eurasian. 
There are a number of British expatriates in business 
and m any of the Chinese, Portuguese and Eurasians 
hold British nationality. 

In 1949 universal conscription between the ages of 
18 and 45 for all British subjects and for all those born 
in the Colony was introduced. From these resources was 
formed the H ong Kong Regiment. It consists in the 
m ain of Chinese and Portuguese, with a fairly large 
British element. They are all intermixed and we have, 
consequently, minor difficulties of language, race and 
previous experience. 

W e hasten to add here, however, that we do not regard 
ourselves solely as a conscript force, but, as is the case 

with many of us, as a Regiment of volunteers keePing 
alive that spirit . 

History 

In 1854 the Volunteer movement was first started in 
the Colony. It was soon to be known as the Hong Kong 
Volunteer Defence Corps. 

This line has continued unbroken and, although 
elements of the other Services have been added, we 
regard ourselves as the direct descendants of the 
H.K.V.D.C. On February 14, 1951, this contention of 
ours received Royal approval, when the Colou rs of the 
H.K.V.D.C. were presented to us on parade for safe 
keeping by His Excellency the Governor. We were 
proud to have your Band on parade with us that day. 

The Alliance 

In 1937 our friendship really started when the 1st 
Battalion was posted to Hong K ong. This friendship 
grew, culminating in the battle of 194t , where we stood 
together and mutually suffered the privations of the 
camp period. 

We were never more pleased to welcome any uni t to 
the Colony than when the ISt Battalion returned here in 
1949· 

As a result of the efforts of Col. Browne, we were 
most proud when H is Majesty The King graciously 
approved our all iance on August 14, 1950. 

Training 

Our es tabl ishment is based on that of a Regular 
infantry battalion. Somewhat like the Territorial Army 
at home, ou r training is based on a number of hours, 
field days and I 5 days' camp in the year. W e are, 
however, hindered by only having one dri ll hall and 
consequently have to stagger our company evening 
parades throughout the week. This leads to the sense of 
rarely feeling a un it as a whole, for even in camp, due 
to our civilian commitments, we attend in two halves 
and it is only the Permanent Staff who can contrast 
and compare our respective merits. 

Our day-to-day training is carried out at R egimental 
H.Q. and we spend, on the average, a weekend a month 
either on exercises in the New Territories or firing on 
the open range. We are particu larly keen on shoot ing 
and in January entered a team for the H ong Kong 
Bisley. W e pride ourselves that in competition against 
many Regular Service teams we. came third. 

Our annual camp last year took place between 
November 6 and December 5, the cooler time of the 
yea r. W e were under canvas on the airfie ld at Sek Kong, 
a spot well known by the 1st Battalion in 1949, but now 
vastly altered. It was good training and we carried out a 
series of exercises, culminating in a s-day scheme 
devised by our C. O . VVe were glad when the time came 
to retur:n to camp. 

During the period of camp we were honoured to 
welcome such dist inguished visitors as His Excellency 
the Governor, who is Honorary Commandant-General 
of the Royal Hong Kong D efence Force (who, in­
cidentally, left with a souvenir in the shape of a 
jungle hat with our Regim ental fl ash sewn on), and the 

Commander British Forces, Lt.-Gen. C. S. Sugden, 
C.B., C.B.E. 

At present we are extraordinarily busy on preparation 
for the annual review, a series of large-scale exercises 
and the Force Rifle l\'leeting. Meanwhile, our routine 
train ing continues. 

The photograph above shows the Colours, together 
with the silver of the H ong Kong Regiment. 

The Steeple Cup, which was presented to the H ong 
Kong Regiment by His Excellency the Governor of 
Hong Kong on behalf of the M iddlesex R egiment 
(D.C.O .), is in t he photograph directly beneath the 
Colours. T he inscription on the cup reads, " Presented 
by T he Middlesex R egiment (D.C.O.) to The Hong 
Kong Regiment to Comm em orate their Alliance on 
14th August, 1950." 

The Middlesex Cup 

On March 1 3 the annual review of the Royal Hong 
Kong Defence Force t akes p lace. V\7e are using this 
occasion for the p resentation of the Steeple Cup, which 
we were proud to rece.ive from you to mark our alliance. 
The cup will be handed by the Adjutant (Capt. H. J. A. 
lVIoore), representing the Colonel of the Regiment, to 
the Governor, who in turn wi ll hand it to our Honorary 
Colonel (Col. Hon. Cedric Blaker, M.C., E.D .). This 
cup wi ll t hen take an honoured place amongst our 
Regimental si lver. 

Personalities 

Col. Hon. Cedric Blaker, NI. C., E. D. , has taken over 
the Honor-ary Colonelcy of the R egimen t from Col. 
H. B. L. D owbiggin, O.B.E. , E.D., w ho has retired on 



38 

reaching the age limit . Col. Dowbiggin recently vis ited 
the D epot and showed great in teres t in t he cottage 
homes. 

l\1ajor H . A. de B. Bothello, l\1.B.E. , E. D. , visited the 
D epot whilst on home lea,·e. H e is a member of the 
Supreme Court of the Colony. , 

Capt. F. E. C. C. Quah, E.D., v.tho commanded the 
Regimental Coronation contingen t and \' isited the D epot 
in June, 1953, is fu lly occupied with training ou r 
Regim ental Band. 

R.Q.M .S. W. T . ] . La'\e, M.B.E . (ex ISt Battalion), 
has been appointed Lieutenant (Q.!VI.), the H ong K ong 
Regim ent. · 

NEWS LETTER BY M.B. 
v~.re heard w ith sorrow of t he death of Brigadie r 

" Stumps" Green's father in H ove. H e had been ill 
fo r som e time, and earli er in the year the Brigadie r had 
Aown home to see him. H e ra ll ied, but to our sorrow 
his only son could not be present at the end. 

In a letter dated D ecember 27, Vyvyan H olt sen t me 
g reetings for C hristmas and the New Year. I was sad 
to learn that he is due to retire in about a yea r's time. 
A ll will recollect that he was Minister in K o rea, and 
contrary to internationa l custom was taken p ri soner and 
kept until tbat ... va r ended. H e •suffered great hardship 
and retu rned to England very ill and with his eyesigh t 
serio usly affected , and in consequence will be unable 
to carry on work ing after retirement. H e fears it 
means liv ing in a seaside boarding house for he could 
not bear to live in London . 

There are m any who will be fi lled with sorrow to 
hear this news for he was well beloved in the Regiment. 

In his letter he referred to a meeting wit h Commander 
Topper, a son of Col. Topper of the 9th Nlidd lesex. 
This nava l offi cer remem bers all the o ld er officers of 
that Batta lion, and sent his best wishes to Col. Beach 
with whom I now li ve. 

I read w ith sorrow of the death of iVIrs. Davy, wife of 
Col. Davy li ving at Budleigh Salterton. Illness had 
been her lot for some time, and death came peacefully 
and suddenly, saving her much pain . Col. Davy, in a 
letter of January 12, 1955 , refers to Dundas' death and 
says he had met him only a week or so before death , as 
that also came suddenly. H e had met George Brown 
who seemed fa irly we ll , which was good news to me. 
Col. D avy expected to move to another home in about 
two months' time. 

On January 20 Gwen Applebe wrote to me fro m her 
Garden Cottage. S he still rides and teaches that art, 
and dancing. S he sent me messages about the VVhit­
combes we knew in Madras where he was ou r B.i\11. 
1\ow he is a Major -General. L ike many of us she was 
terribly upset over Beryl Tidbury's death , and says 
how she treasures memories of her in Ahmednagar 
days, where we were a ll so fond of her. 

S idney Emery paid a brief vis it to L ondon on 
J anuary 18 and we met and dined at Scotts. We 
always enjoy seeing him, he is so interested in the 
R egi ment and so forth right in his comments on the 
A rmy today. H e won two NJ. C.s in the 1914-18 ~1ar. 

I find that in the D ecember Journ al I erred in saying 

" The Thin Red Line," Caton \Noodville's picture of 
the Argyll and Suther land High land ers, was in a 
museum. M y info rmation came from a member of 
that Regiment. Col. H aggard , a m ember of " The 
Rag," to ld me it is in M essrs. D ewar 's firm in H ay­
market, and there 1 sa '>V it in all its beauty. 

A lso 1 learn that Capt. \ "'augh's uniform I mentioned 
is not a tunic but a " coa tee " as tunics were not intro­
duced in the Army unt il 1855· H e goes on to say that 
the lax method of now calling all forms of military coats 
" tunics " is much to be deplo red. A tun ic proper is 
the " full dress" coat worn from 1855 to 1914. The 
habit crept in during the 1914-I8 VVar when m any ill­
info rmed people referred to the Service dress jacket as 
a tunic . I am sorry to have misled people and apologise, 
accepting a very proper rebuke . 

Dorothy Longe w rote on J anuary 7 to say that during 
her vis it to Sou th Africa she fears she will miss the 
H ervey del Cou rts, as she arrives in August and they 
leave in l\1arch. As she will be there until October 17 
she trusts to see them on their return from U.K. H er 
ship passes Cape Town on the way out, continuing as 
far as Beira in i\1ozambique, and returning the same 
route. She asks where the Turley ) ones have gone to 
live, and relates how often she stayed with them in 
Colchester, when he was in t he 2nd M iddlesex, and at 
Southampton when he was Inspector of Transport, but 
s ince has never h ad a line. I hope he will now write 
to Dorothy. 

H ervey del Court on December 27 from Hennanus 
writes that he now hopes to attend the Regular Dinner 
and Party on August 5 and 6 nex t , as he misses Cricket 
\¥eek due to engagements in H o lland up to June 21 , 
1955 . He asks me to encourage ret ired officers to join 
the Officers' Pension Society. I do so gladly, but am 
equally backward , as l never fel t it woul i '1elp. 

Mervyn Crawford writes to say on J \.l'..lary 12 that 
he had just fini shed a holiday in St. :vi ori tz with his 
sons under the auspices of the.:: Combined Services 
\~' inter Spo rts Association at much cheaper rates than 
under other organisations. 

On J anuary 9 I heard that the Archi e Stewarts were 
off to Teneriffe. 

On D ecember 3 1 I heard Kim H oness was to do a 
month at a L and -Air Course at O ld Sarum from 
January 2, then in April he is to go to the Royal lVIili tary 
College of Science and finally to Taunton as D. A.A.G. 
S.\~' . Dist rict . Thus he hopes to be in U.K. for the 
next two years, and to see the 1st Middlesex o n their 
return next July, and be abl e to attend Regimental 
functions once aga in . 

On D ecember J 1 and agai n in a letter arri ving 
December 22 I hea rd from iVIajo r H arold Glass, who 
sent me som e photographs of General Ramsay, and 
other Regimental relics. In the earl ier one he sa id: 
" I am in dry dock, but hope to be afloa t in the spring.'' 
\ 71./e a ll hope so and long to see him again in our Mess. 

I also received some relics of G eneral Ramsay from 
his sister, l\1 rs. E. R. K earsley, who lives near Wrexham. 
but his medals have been left to a distant cousin. 

On D ecember 20, in a le tter Col. Samuel m entions 
how General R amsay, then a Captain in the 2nd M iddle­
sex, was fleeced by card sharpers whi lst en route to 

Fratton Racecourse. H e has lost the use of his right 
eye, and although he still has the use of the other, he 
is apt to bump into people on crowded pavements. 

On D ecember I 8 I h eard from Bob G uscott, who 
tells me they are both in the best of health , and doing 
much gardening . L ike myself, he was sad to read of 
the death of so many of our O ld Ranks. He offers to 
put me up should I ever visit Bcxhill -on-Sea. One day 
I may give them a shock by appearing. 

Dick Smith w rites from the F ederat ion Mi lita ry 
College at Port Dickson, Malaya. He could not find 
Drum-Major Drew so we have sent him his address. 
H e had met the j effcoats in Singapore and says J effcoat 
looked overworked and buried under paper. That is 
fairly general in these days. We owe it largely to the 
typewriter. P eople wrote less when it had to be done 
in manuscript. 

Major Ne\\'ton wrote on D ecember 14 to say his son 
Carruthers was back in the Colonial Service (he was a 
2nd Lieutenant in the Regiment) and is in K enya 7,soo 
feet up in the Aberdare Mountains, a very peaceful 
locality from what we read. His elder son, Brian, had 
just returned from the Persian Gulf as radio officer in 
The British Resource. 

On D ecember I$, 1954, I had a le tter from i\ll ajor 
Tuckey, civil secretary at the J oint Services Staff 
College. H e sent me a special card conta ining a 
photograph of Sir W inston Churchill's map room in 
the secret bombproof H.Q. near R.U.S.I. H e was 
looking forward to the arrival of l an Burrows as a 
student on the next course and John Ormiston as an 
instructor on the Directing Staff. Like many of us, 
he considered both were admirably chosen, the former 
for his knowledge o f Russian (interpreter). M ervyn 
and Mrs. Crawford had paid him a v isit-and he had 
seen j oe Weston at the Rag in a party bound for the 
LD.C. Ball. H e saw J ohn \Vorton and family at 
Hai leybury recently, w here he had gone to see Walden 's 
youngest son-another potential member of ou r Regi­
ment from that school to ·which we owe so many good 
offi cers. 

On D ecember 15 I received from A rchdeacon 
Ormonde Birch a letter from l\IIelbou rne to tell m e he 
will arrive in U.K. on April 12, 1955. H e asked after 
the A .r;ch ie S tewarts, for they and I are the only ones 
left, I think, of the officers he knew at Dinapore, when 
the r st Battalion was there under Col. Bertram Ward 
I9I0-12, and he was our Chaplain. H e has a cousin 
in Mill Hill. Last time he lunched with m e at the 
Junior he told me I was living in unbridled luxury, so 
what he w ill say when he sees the United Service C lub 
I fear to think ! 

I heard on November 16 from Rev. F ather L awrence 
Jackson, once our C haplain at Colchester in 1932. H e 
later left the Army and went to Madras where he was 
on the Cathedral staff, a church we ll known to many 
of us in the 2nd l\1idd lesex. H e is now in Mala bar. 

On December Jrd, 1954, in a letter Rev. R. U. 
Butler (son of L ady Butler who was a model for the 
d rummers in h is mother's picture " Steady the Drums 
and F ifes ") asks me for Service detail s of H enry 
Butler, I imagine a m ember of the fami ly. They are 
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as follows : Ens ign, iVIarch 2, 1847; Lieutenant, March 
23, 1849 ; Captain, November 6, 1854; Brevet Major, 
September 23, r 854. In r 8so he arrived a t Malta 
from the Crimea and on June 23, 186r , as a Major, 
reached New Plymouth, T aranaki , New Zealand, to 
serve in that war. H e carried one of the 57th Colours 
a t Inkerman, and finall y retired as a Major-General in 
the 'eigh ties, so I assume he was of the sam e per iod 
as General H enry Kent of the 77th . 

On Novembe r 20, 1954, I heard from Ro ly Gwyn that 
he had at long last visi ted the jimmie R eid 's home 
near New York- J irrunie had just recovered from an 
operation. They drove back to ~'ashington through 
Pennsylvania and visited t he battlefield si te of Gettys­
burg, preserved as a national memorial. H e was 
appalled at the casualties in so small a war. 

H e tells m e that the J oin t Services i\1 ission is minute, 
consisting of G eneral Prio r P almer, Brigadier Eubank 
(Chief of Staff) and five Colonels (R.A.C ., R .A., R. E. 
Signals, and himself covering Infan try and Q Ivi ove­
ments). He has two G.S.O.( J)s worki ng with the U.S. 
Army, one at their Infan try School and Board, the 
other spends his time between H .Q. of an Ai rborne 
Corps and an Army Aviation School. H is job entails 
vast travel by air, rail, and car, visiting many schools, 
etc. H e soon realised what a vas t count ry the U.S.A . 
is compared with ou r tiny is land . 

H e referred to the v is it of the Queen l\1other, who 
won all hearts by her charm, dignity and obvious 
interest. H e becam e unofficial attache for the reception 
at the British Embassy, and how well we know he must 
have done it. H er Majesty shook hands with some 
2,000 guests. l\1rs. Gwyn retu rned to U. K. on D ecem­
ber 16 to be with their two boys. 

On November 25 I heard from l\1rs. J ohn Whiteman 
about the three Boer rifles sent to ou r Museum , one 
belonged to General Lou is Botha. As usual, she sen t 
me £5 for the Regimen ta l Association, a sum I h ave 
received every year from 1940 onwards. 

On November 17 I had a le tte r from Joan McDowell 
te ll ing me her daughter D aphne had gained a scholar­
sh ip to Ashford (i\1iddlesex) County Grammar School, 
and that Col. M irams was trying to get her son Cordon 
into Christ's H ospital. Joan is s ti ll busy teaching in a 
Government school in lVl iddlesex. 

I have m et Bernard Ash , the well-known author 
whose book on the 1939-45 W ar dea lt with our D epot 
in 1940, and the campaign in the Middle East . Many 
of us are therein portrayed under other names. The 
rst K ens ingtons is one Batta lion he writes about . " 'e 
have a copy in the M ess if anyone would care to read a 
most enjoyable and true story of war. 

On October 25 I received a letter from John Moor~ 
who is \Vith the H ong Kong Regiment. H e is very 
pleased with the cup presented by the Regiment 
(1st Battalion and D epot) to their ·all ied Regiment. Vie 
do not know the p resentation date , and have left the 
choice to 1 ohn Moo re. 

General S ir Brian H orrocks and m yse lf a ttended the 
Florence N ightingale Centenary Service at VVes tminster 
Abbey on No\'ember 4, 1954, at 12 noon-a beautiful 
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and im pressive service. The Lord Bishop of Croydon 
de livered the sermon and the L esson was read by t he 
Chaplain -G eneraL The D ean was in charge. W e 
represented the 57th and 77th Regiments. Afterwards 
I lu nched w ith the General in the H ouse of Lords. 

Extracts from " London Gazette " 
Rf.Cl'L-\R ARi\1\ 

Oc1ober 19, 1954 
Lt. B. A. M. Piclow (36:! .. j.78) to be Cnptain, May 6, 195-4-
Ll. C. C. Norton (3QJ2.1J) ro be Ca ptain. July 15, IQH. with 

precedence next above R. M. Cain ()89245). 

REGULAR AR~IY R ESER\'E Of OFF ICERS-CLASS I I I 
Octobn' zz. 195-4 

L . C. H. Be nbow (4o; . .p4) from T.A . .'~at iona l Scn·ice List to be 
Lieute n:tn t October 21, 1954, retaining his present se niority. 

RE.GL'LAH. ARMY 
October 26, 1954 

Major). R. B. \\'orton (1 7572) havin~ cxceed~:d the a.I,!C limit for 
retirement is placed on retirt!d pay October 26, 1954. and is granted 
the Hon . rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

The Queen has been graciously pleased to confu rhe award of thl.' 
4th Clasp to the Territora l Efficiency Decoration upon the fo ll owin.L! 
officers: 

COI\IMA:O.:DS A,XD STAFF 
Bt.-Col. (H on. Brigadier) H . A. D . l\'l urray, O.B.E., T.D .. D . L. 

(7738) retired. 

R ECL' LAR A R:'\ IY-i\1107\IORAND.\ 
October 29, 1954 

The undermen[ioned Lieutenant-Colonels to be Lieutenant­
Colonels on the Employed List ( ') on the dates shown: 

R. A. Cwyn (49853) from Midd lesex, Mnrch 3 1, 1954, wit h 
sen iority J anua ry 15. 1954· 

TERRITORIAL A.Rl\IY 
2 Lt. G. J. Riches (428524) from Regular '"\rmy Notiona l Service 

List to be Second-Lieutenant, O ctober 12, 1954, with seoiorit) 
May 16, 195.3· 

RECL'L..I.R AR:-IY 
.N(IfJemb" 2. 1 Q54 

Major R. \V . D . Sword, M.C. (442.05) reti res on retired pay. 
~eptember 30, TQ)4, (substituted for the notification in Gazttte 
(Supplement) dated October 1 , 1954). 

E:-.IERGE:\"CY COMi\IISS IONS 
L t. P. T. C. Case (321813) reli nquishes hi;; commission 1'\ovember 

), 1954, and is ,1tfanted the H on. rank of Captain. 

;:o..;-AT IO:-<AL SE.Rnct: L tST 
The undermentioned Cadet to be Second- L ieu tenant, September 

14, 1954· 
229848 18 Lennox William Medlock (4-377~8). 

TER.RITOR I.\L ARMY 
Nov~mbtr 9, 1954 

2/Lt. M . S. Ccdye (427386) is granted acting ra nk of 1hc 
Lieute nant, Non.:mbt' r 7, 1954 . 

R EGULAR AR:\IY 
8ov~m.Mr 12, 1954 
M~jor a nd Bt. Lt .-Col. ) . E. F. \-Vill oughby, O.B.E. (58173), to 

be L1eutenan t-Colone l, March 3 1, 1954. 

TERRITORI AL ARMY-NATION .\L SCRVWF 1 !S'J" 
2 'Lt. D . E. C. Vince (429Q42) from Re~tular Army :".'ational 

Service List, to be Second-Li eu te nant, October 25, 1954, with 
se n iority, Jul y 25, ' 953· 

RF.CUJ....\R ARMY RESERn; Of 0FFICERS- EMERCE:'\('Y COi\IM ISS IO:\" 
JYov~mbtr JO, 1054 

Lt. R . j . H . Hi gh (285375) re linquishes his commission, Au~ust 3, 
1954, on e nlistment in the Ca nadian ro. Jilitary Forces. 

R ECUL\R AR;.n· 
Deumbu ], 1954 

2 Lr. P. W. Birch (426250) to be Li eutenant, Aul{ust 8. 1954 

TERRITORIAL AR.'-.1\" 
z /Lt. M. Crowdcr (42 7395 ) is granted t he actint! rank of 

L ieutenant, December 2, 1954· 

R ECL' LAR A n..MY-S HORT SER\' ICE CoMMJSS IO!\" 

De~~~~~~~;;·C~J:t Pete r Joseph Rogers (438t8q), 10 be S econd­
Lieutenant, O ctober 9, 1954· 

NAT IO!\"A L SERVI(E L IST 
The undermentioned Cadets to be Second- L ieu tena nts, O ctobe r 

9. 1954· 

~~~~~~~~ ~i~~~ef£~~~~~J80~~/~reux Bosworth (438 1 59) . 
1:2992086 Oa\·id Ed~ar Bcues I-l aydon (4]8163) 

REClli.AH AR:'>-1\" 
Deamber (4, 1954 

Lt. W. M. M. Ocacock (]80848) , to be Cap tain, Decembe r 
15, rQq, 

SHORT SERVI CE COM!\·IJ SS ION 
2 'Lt. ::--:.D. \V, Leak (42.91 29), to be Lieutenant, December 1.~. 

1954· 
REGL' LAR ARMY 

December 2 1, 1954 
Lt. H . ) .. Eva ns (397874), to be Captain, Decc.mber n, 1954- . 

REGULAR AR:.OIY R~ERVE OF OFFICERS 
December 28, 1954 

Lt.-Col. (Hon. Col.) F. Walden (1795 1), havin,l! attai ned the a~.:e 
limit of li ~bi li ty to recall ceases to be long to the Resen e of Office rs, 
December 28, 1954. 

SHORT Sf.RV ICE COMMISSION 
Capt. J . Brown (337467) (Emplored List 4), from Acti ve List, 

to be C'aptain, January 1, 1955, retai n in.~t his present seniorit y. 
Capt. (Q.M.) E. C. Vine (154 180), ceases to be long to the 

Resc n·e of Officers, January I, 1955. 

REGULAR ARi\IY RI:":SERVE OF 0FFIO:R."-CL\SS ll I 
]mmrary 4, 1955 

Cap t. (H on . i\'lajor) E. F. H . Ear\e ( 170484), from Resen·e of 

~~i~~~y ~l~ds t}\1~ ~0~~ ~:::kt~(\v{~}6'r.l8, 1954, retaining his prt!sent 

CE.'\' ERAL L IST-R EG ULAR A RM Y 
]011110f')l 7 , I Q 55 

The un de rme nti oned \V.O . C lass I , to be Second -Lieutenant on 
th e da te s hown: 

6:zoo t 12 Robert J ohn T arrant (4 ~9334), D ecem ber 7, 1954· 
The undermentioned Second - Li eutenant to be Li eutenant , on 

the date shown: 
R. j . Tarrant (439334), December 7 , 1954. 

ARMY CA DET FORCE-L~;ICESTER AND R UTLAXO 
:\·Iajor H eriry Marsh (44933), (l ate Midd lesex Reti red)), to be 

Lieutenant, October 4. IQ 54· 

T ERRITOR IAL ARi\1\"-NATIONA L SERVICE LI ST 
January 18, 1955 

2 Lt . G. ) . Ri ches (428524), is granted tlu: .-\cting Rank of 
L i..:utenant, J anuary 16, 1955· 

T F.RRITO RI AL Alt:\1\ 

January 28, 1955 
Lt. M. A. B. Clu tson (407168), is ~rantl!d the Acti ng Ra nk of 

Captai n , November 17, ' 954-
T ERRITORJAL A RM\' K .R. R .C. 

Ca pt. C . H . T idbury (354305) (son of Bri_~otadie r 0. H . Tidbur~· . 
i\I.C.), is granted the Acting Rank of Major, January z6, 1955· 

REGULAR AH:\·IY 

Fet:~a\.~ilJ ~a·~Q~~rdon And crson C rumlcy (4287Q3), fro~ National 
Service Li st , tO be l,.. i ~ utena nt , Fcbru~ry 19. 1955, with sen iority, 
January 30 , 1955 . 

NATI ONAL SERVU.:f. LJH 
2 L r. W. C. A. Crumley (428793), to be Li eutenant, January JO, 

1955· 
230 17058 Cade t Mart in Fordham Mather (430 102). to be Second­

Lieutenant, Dece mber 18, 1954 . 

TeRRITOR IAL ARMY-NAl ' IOXAL SER\"IClo LIST 
February 22, 1955 

:z Lt. S. le M. Enthove n (4295• I), is «ranted the Act ing Rank of 
Lieutenant, February zo, '955· 

2 Lt. S. I<! M. Enthoven (4295 11 ). from Quc~n·s to be Second­
Li l.'ute n:tnt, Janua ry 24, 1955, with seniority, July 11 , 1953. 

SHORT SER\' ICE CO"\Ii\ II S..<:. IOX 
J\larch I, 1955 

zt Lt. R. \\". AltJ;rwOOO (429930), to be Li ..:utt: nant. Fcbruar) 27, 
1955-

Correspondence 
To the Edi tor , 

1 apologise for an error in one of my contributions 
to the Journal, in which 1 stated " The Thin Red 
Line" was painted by Lady Butler. I am now in­
s tructed that it was painted by Caton-Woodvi lle. M y 
informant was an officer of the Regiment therein 
depicted. 

I have also learnt, from a recent copy of a letter 
written by Rev. R. U. Butler to Lt. -Col. H owell on 
February J, 1955, that a cousin of his father (Lady 
Butler's husband), Major General Henry Butler of 
Bally Carron , Co. Tipperary, carried the Regimenta l 
Colours as an ensign in 57th at l nkerman. 

1 think this fact was mentioned in one o f m y articles 
but in less detai l. 

(Signed) M. BROWNE. 

Letters excha nged between Lt.-Col. Cole m a n, 
31st Field Regime nt, Royal Cana d ian Artille ry, a nd 
Col. Browne: 

Col. M. Browne, C. B. E. , M.C., D .L., J.P., 
Depot, The M idd lesex Regimen t, 

rnglis Barracks, 
Mi ll H ill , N .W.7. 

Dear Col. Coleman , 
Gen. G. C. Bu cknall , C.B., M.C., D.L. , Colonel of 

the Re.gim ent, has instructed me to reply to your letter 
J I/ 1040-I, January 10, 1955, and to say that he remains 
most anxious that, whether changes may arise, the 
alliance with your Regiment shall continue. 

He is very mindful of the many years during which it 
has existed and all changes in our Regiment have not 
altered the close friendship borne by all ranks of the 
::\ Iiddlesex Regiment for your distinguished Corps, 
which remains constant. 

The 1\Iiddlesex Regiment also has suffered many 
reductions, but we remain " The D ie-Hards," which 
we were when the first all iance was built, and it has 
survived two world wars. 

You rs sincerely, 
(sgd.) MAURICE BROWNE. 

\Ve hope you w ill be ab le to send to our J ournal 
here a small account of your activit ies for inclusion 
1herein. 

* 
CA:-<ADA 31/ 1040-r 

D epartment of National D efence Anny 
31st Field Regiment , R.C.A., C.A. (M.), 

Sarnia, Ont. 
January 10, 1955. 

The Commanding Officer, 
The Middlesex Regiment (D .C.O.), 

lnglis Barracks, 
Mill Hill , N.W.i, London, England. 

Dear Sir, 
A reorganisation of the Canadian Army (Resen·e 

Fo~ce) took place duri ng the summer of 1954, following 
wh•ch it was designated the Canad ian Army (Mil itia). 

The change, in so fa r as this unit was concerned, was 
that, e~ect i \'e September 30, I95+, t he 63rd Field 
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Batte ry at Sarnia was disbanded and it was replaced with 
the rzth Field Battery at London, effective October 1, 

1954. The 31st Field Regiment, R.C.A. (M.), has since 
October J , 1954, therefore been comp rised of: 

Regimental H eadquarters, 
z6th Field Battery, both located at Sarnia; 
48th Field Battery, located at Watford ; 
rzth F ield Battery, located at London. 

P rior to the Mi litia reorganisation there had been one 
Artillery Regiment located at L ondon, the 7th M edium 
Regiment, R .C.A. (R.F.). lt was amalgamated with the 
3 rst Field Regiment , R .C.A. (l\1.), and its personnel, 
in so far as its W.E. allowed, formed the 12th Field 
Battery. Personnel for whom no vacancies existed in 
that Battery were taken on strength as supern umerary 
to establishment or posted to other vacancies on the 
W.E. of the Regiment. 

The Regiment is now a part of 18th Militia Group 
rather than of 1st Di vision Artillery (R .F.). 

(>gd.) (J. H . CoLENL<N, M.B.E., E.D.), 
Lt.-Col., R.C.A., 

Commanding Officer, 
JISt Field R egiment , R.C. A. 1 

C.A.(M.). 

Engagements 
REED-BRISTO\V.-Th e engagement is announced be­

t\.veen Barry St. George Austin R eed , M.C., eldest 
son of Mr. and Mrs. D. A. R eed, of W endacre, 
Burtons \Vay, Chalfont St. Giles , Bucks, and Edna 
(iVIichael) Patricia, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. 
Bristow, Fullers Hill , Chesham, Bucks. 

KITCHENER-VVJLLJAMS.-The engagement is announced 
between G eoffrey Ki tchener, The Middlesex Regi ­
m ent (D.C.O.), elder son of Major and Mrs. R. C. 
Kitchener, of H inchley " 'ood, Esher, S urrey, and 
J ennifer, only daughter of Dr. a.nd Mrs. H . Parry 
Vlilliams, of Ansty, VVarwickshire. 

Births 
1\0RTON .-On January 2, 1955, to Barbara (nee ] ones), 

wife of Capt. Geoffrcy G. Norton, The Middlesex 
Regiment, a son (Barry John). 

F LAVELL.-On February 17, 1955, to Betty, wife of Capt. 
J. S. C. F lavell , The Middlesex Regiment (D.C.O.), 
a son (Jeremy Paul), a brother for Anthony. 

Deaths 
SwAIXSOX.-On October 9, 1954, at Ootacamund, 

i\ Iadras, Lt.-Col. F. E. Swainson, at the age of 83. 
CoL Swainson was buried with military honou rs. 

\VHITING.-On October 31, 1954, ex-C.S .!VI. R. C. 
\ Vhi ting died at his home in W ealdstone, and his 
cremation at Golders Green was attended by a 
representative of the Regiment. 

L'o~CH.-At h is home in London on D ecember 5, 1954, 
ex-Pte. W. D. L ynch. Unfortunately his b rother, 
ex-Cpl. J . Lynch, was unab le to· let us know in time 
for the Association to send a -.vreath or be represented 
at the funeral. 
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HE:.\11:\IING.-Suddenly at his home in Canvey Island 
on December 8, 1954, ex-Sgt. G. E. H emming, who 
served for zo years in the Regiment and saw serYice 
in South Africa. H e was 73 years of age. 

TmeuRv.- W e deeply regret to annoWlce the · sudden 
death of Mrs. Beryl Tidbury, wife ,of Brigadier 0. H . 
Tidbury, on J anuary s, I955 · Her fw1eral was 
private, but members of the Regin1ent attended the 
memorial service held on January r6 . 

FLAVELL.-We are sad to report the death of the little 
daughter of Capt. J. S. C. Flavell, Gabrielle Mary, 
aft er a short illness on January 13 , 1955· The sym­
pathy of all our members was expressed to the 
parents. 

O'KEEFE.-Ex-C/Sgt. C. A. O' Keefe, known to many 
of the Regiment as he served in b oth Batta lions, and 
was discharged to pension in 1952 after 26 years' 
service, we regret to announce, was killed in an 
ambush in Kuala Lipis, Malaya, on J anuary x6, 1955, 
w hile serving as a police lieu tenant w ith the Malayan 
P olice. A letter of sympathy was sent to Mrs. O'Keefe 
on behalf of the members of the Association . 

SUTTON.-George W ard Sutton, late 7832 of the :md 
Battalion, died on January 22, I955 · H e enlisted in 
the R egim ent in !Vl ay, 1902. A letter of sympathy 
was sent to the widow. 

A MEMORY OF MRS. BERYL TIDBURY 

To many members of the R egiment the sudden death 
of Beryl, wife of Brigadier Ord Tidbury, came as a 
great shock. As someone said to m e, she wore herself 
out by h er sense of duty to her fe llow m en , women 
and chi ldren. Many in t he 1st Battalion will remember 
h er devotion to the Hong Kong Fellowship, formed to 
h elp those whose relatives were prisoners-of-war for 
four long and cruel years (1941 -45) in the brutal grip 
of the Japanese. Notes received from 1 a pan and H ong 
Kong of their fat e were circulated to all and gave 
com fort to many. Services were held in m any churches 
in London and the Dean of Westminster presided at 
some, ihclu ding one h eld in St. Martins-in-th e-Fields, 
others were held in the Tower of L ondon ; a nwnber 
of meals were also provided for relatives. 

In her work h elp came from D avid Man, a member 
of the Colonial Office, whose brother Christopher was 
a prisoner. Finally, wh en those prisoners who survived 
returned h om e, Beryl Tidbury met them at L iverpool 
and Southampton, and a great gathering was finally 
held at lnglis Barracks. 

During th e command of Brigadier Tidbury of the 
I st Battalion she gave the same loving care to the 
fam ilies, to the b oys of the Battalion , and to each and 
everyone who needed h elp and kindness. Beryl wi ll 
never be forgotten and w ill ever b e remembered as a 
loving mother and devoted wife, and a friend to all 
w ho needed love and help . 

1\llrs . Tidbury will also be rem embered as the founder 
o:~. nd president of the Cambridge C lub which was formed 
in the xst Battalion in Singapore in 1936. 

IN MEMORY OF LT.-COL. F. E. SWAINSON 

Fred Swainson was born on January 2-J., t87J· H e 
came from a distingujshed Church family, his fatht:r 
being a Preb endary. H e died on October Q, I954, at 
Ootacamund , N ilgiris, India, and was buried with 
military honours on the n ext day. I can only_ assume 
these honours were provided by Indian troops stationed 
t here, for h e was treated always with g rea t respect and 
often dined in their l\ll ess. 

Fred Swainson joined the Middlesex Regiment on 
December 9, I 8g6, and was selected to conunand the 
znd Battalion on September 28, I 920. On retirement he 
bui lt a h ouse in Ootaca.mund , and lived there till h.is 
death som e 18 months after his wife died follo\.vin.g a 
bad fall there. 

He will be ever rem embered as a very ga llant officer. 
I have a vivid m emory of him brought in serious!~· 

wounded through the lung during Loos in September, 
1915, where he was commanding a company of our 
1st Battalion, in ~h ich all but a few were killed or 
wounded in that terrible action. 

All through the preceding months of trench warfare 
I remembet Fred as a dauntl ess company commander. 
Curiously, also, he caused m e great concern by his 
refusal to obey many orders, not of a fighting natur~:, 

which often led to rebuke, and frequent v is its by myself 
up muddy trenches to b ring him into line and to· make 
my own peace with him, for I often bore very rude 
messages and received them from him . H e was, ho\\­
ever, always a kindly man, who looked after his troops 
like a father, and no trouble was too g reat to administer 
to their needs. I did not rejoin the 2nd Battalion till 
he had completed h.is command (September 28, IQ20, 
to sam e date in 1924). 

I often wondered how he would have received me had 
I arrived ear lier , for h e was a quick-tempered man, 
and our Quartermaster in Ahrnednagar once left his 
Orderly Room followed by a bulky volume of Army 
Regulations b ecause he h ad ventured to tell his Com­
manding Officer h e could not do som ething he had set 
his mind on. 

Again on arrival at Singapore he was told by a senior 
A .S .C. officer that the transport for baggage was in a 
certain place, and at once he ordered it to be moved to 
anoth er site, although , as this officer later told me in 
1926 during my voyage to India to join the Battalion, 
Fred did not know the port and chose a wrong and in­
convenient place. Had he told him in a less decided 
fashion I feel sure all would have been wel l and possibly 
heavy charges for excess baggage to be carried \\'Ould 
have been avoided by the P .R.I. 

Major Heywood, who served in the 2nd Battal ion 
all t hrough Swainson 's command , tells me that, on 
taking over from Col. Bla.k.eney (first C.O. after 1914- IS 
war), Fred Swainson turned all the skill and efforts of 
the Battalion to planting trees in Abbassia (barracks at 
Cairo) and to improving the area genera lly, as he was 
to do later at Ahmednagar, where innumerable hard 
tennis courts and gardens were installed. The trees at 
Abbassia must have given shade and joy to all the t roops 
there for 30 years till we m oved our forces to the Canal 
Zone, now in turn being evacuated . 

Col. Swai nson was commanding the Batta lion when 
the Prince of. \Vales, the Colonel -in-C hief, visitt::d the 
Battal ion in Singapore. No C.O. could have entertained 
him better, for Fred knew the East we ll , could speak the 
local language, and was able to show the Prince many 
interesting and exci ting scenes not normally ,·icwed by 
vis itors to that g rea t Eastern port. 

Finally, may I say that few in our Regiment maclt 
such an impression on all ranks, "1-Vho loved him dearlr 
and would have followed him, however dangerous the 
task, to the end. Such comn1anders are but rarely given 
to a battal ion. 

.!Vfrs. Swainson died about 18 months before him 
and was a brilliant r ider and rifle or gun shot, far better 
than most m('"n. She continued to r ide and win races in 
India afte r reaching an age at which most ladies retire 
gracefu lly to ease and leisure. i\ I. B. 

A MEMORY OF MAJOR ALAN CHARLESWORTH 
DUNDAS, O.B.E. 

Alnn Dundas was born l\Iav 10, 188o, and di ed at 
Exmouth on October 14, 1954. H e had suffered for 
some years from the same ser ious di sability which took 
from us the late K ing G eorge V I. A pa rtial recovery 
left him in a weak state fo r some time and then a 
recurrence took him away. Col. G eorge Brown attended 
the funeral and laid there a Regimental wreath . 

Dundas joined the Regiment on July 29, I <)OJ, having 
come to it from a well -known Church famil y, his fa ther 
being Dean of H obart, Tasmania, and later Vicar of 
Cham1inster and Archdeacon of D orset. H e entered the 
Army as a university cand idate, so that he was older 
than the normal ensign from the R. iVI. C., Sandhu rst . 
He became a major on July 29, 191 8, during the first 
G reat VVar and was wound ed. H e was appointed a T.A. 
Adjutant to 1 st/Sth 'Nest Yorkshire Regiment April 4, 
1914, to September , 19 I5 . H e then served as G.S.O.J, 
Home Forces, for s ix months and then as Brigade S taff 
Captain for four months and was a D .A.A.G. for two 
years up to November 16, 19 19. H e was mentioned in 
despatches th ree times in 1<) 18 and I <)I<) and was 
awarded the O.B.E. 

I first met him on join ing the 1st Battalion in ea rl v 
1923; he served with m e there as a Company Com·­
mander un til his reti rement on July 30, 1926. 

He was in his early days known by the nickname 
" Peg Top," as he always wore somewhat tight trousers 
with wide ends. H e was a good rider and p layed polo, 
but I do not remember him play ing any other games 
except tennis. 

H e has left a widow, Clara, aft er 45 years of ,·ery 
happy rna rried li fe and one son, L t. -Col. Hugh Dundas, 
a gunn er officer, who is no·w a lieutenant-colonel and 
A.A. and Q.M.G. in the Canal Zone, where he is serv ing 
on an Infantry Divisional Staff. 

He lived for many yea rs afte r reti rement at Aldershot, 
where he took a leading part in the Army Cadet Force 
in the second \<Vorld VVar, hold ing the rank of colonel. 

During his service at the Regimenta l Depot at the end 
of the first \<Vorld \ Var he bought a comfortab le house at 
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Gravel Hill, Fi~chlt: y, now occupied by Col. D awson 
of the Black \<\"atch, who purchased it from h im . I 
often vis ited him there, as I was at the \Var Office from 
1919 to 1922. l\II.B . 

M I NUTES OF A MEETING OF T H E COMM ITTEE OF THE 
M IDDLESE X REGI M ENTAL ASSOCIATIO N H ELD AT THE 
MIDDLESEX GU ILDHALL, WESTMINSTER. S.W.I, O N 

WED NESDA Y, FEBRUARY 23 , 1955, AT 2.30 p.m . 

Present: Lt.-Col. W. L. Robcrt$, O.B.E., l'•il.C., D.L. (Cha irman), 
llri_gad ier R. B. Rackham. C. H. E., M.<.;., O.L., Col. M. Browne, 
C.A.E., M.C., D.L. , j .P., Col. G. Beach, C.B., 0.0.£., T.O. , 
D.L. , j.P .• Col. ..\. . J\1. !\·lan, D.S.O., O. U.E. , Lt.-Col. T . S. 
\\ 'ollocom.be, \oi.C., Lt.-Col. \V. P. i\ 1. Ali en , M.C., L t. -Col. 
U. L. Fox, T.D .. O.L., Lt.-Col. j . D . Robbins, O.B.E .. T.D., 
i\ Iajor A. R. \\'a llcr. :\·I. C., i\lajor H . K. H ardcastle. T. D ., 

~~~-r;l .~{. (~u~de~~lgaS1e~."~ .i\ kr~;m~~~~~~n6.RH~·~." 6~:~~d: 
i\ Ir. J. R. Bell. :\I.O.E .. Major .\.\\' . C lark , O.B.E. (Secretary). 
Apologies for non-attendance wen: received from.: Brigadier 

E. E. F. Baker, C. B. E., O.S.O ., M. C., T.O .. O.L., J .P .. Brigadier 
::--.: . P. Procter, C.B. E., .\I.C., Lt.-Col. \\'. D . Ellis. O.R.E .. T.O., 
Drum·i\Iajor C. Holford, B.E.i\1. 

1. El~aion of Chairman. i\ lajor \\":Iller, as \"ice-Chairman, 
informed the meeting that, in ,;cw of Lt. -Col. Robe rts·s decision to 
retire from the chairmanship of the Committee, the Colone l of the 
Regiment, Gen. Uuck nall app roached Lt.-Col. Fox to ascertain 
whether he would accept tht appointment of Chairman. Lt. -Col. 
Fox had replied that he would be aiotrccab le to accept the chairman­
shi p in :~bout six months ' time. Lt.-Col. Roberts was then requested 
to retain th e chairmanship until Lt.-Col. Fox wou ld be free. 
Lr.- Col. Roberts agreed willin.cz\y. 

Lt.-Col. H.oberts then took the Ch:~ir. 
Pers()ual. L t.·Col. Fox expressed his great appreciation at the 

honou r of beinl! offered the chairm:mship. H e regTetted that he 
was too busy to accept lhe appoi ntment for another six months, and 
was glad L t.·Col. Roberts had agreed to carry on te mporn ri ly. 
L t.-Col. Fox stated tha t he wou ld onl y be fi lling a gap u ntil such 
rime as a Regu la r or ex- Regu lar officer was available fo r appointment 
to the Chair, as he fe lt on principle that th is t:,. pc of officer was the 
most suitable for the chairmansh ip. 

2. 1Hinutes. The M in utes of the last meeti ng, having been 
circu lated, were signed by the Chairman as correct. 

J. Secretary's Report. The Secretary's report, ha,·ing been ci rcu­
lated with the Age nda, was accepted by the Committee. 
H.eport: 

Grants. During the yea r ending December )1, 1954, 275 
necessitous cases were assisted at a cost o f £1,738 I4S. 10d. 

Reunion, 1955. Application has been made to th e Sermour H a ll 
for the allocation of the hall for the Regimenta l Reunion on a 
Friday eveni ng in October ne xt. l r is expected that a date will be 
gi,·en after the authorities have reviewed applications at the end of 
.\•b rch. 

4· Finance Commillee's Rrport. Lt.-Col. Fox explained the 
audited accounts for 1954. H e informed the meeting of the following 
points; 

Regimental Association Acc01mts. The accounts of the Association 
for the year ended December 31, 1954, were p resented to the Finance 
Committee by Capt. H . A. B. C laypolc and were approved in the 
form submitted subj ect tO making a provision in the income and 
expenditure accoun t fo r £81 10s. od . in respect of exp•mditu re 
incurred on the Regimenta l H istory in excess of the origina l 
estim..1tes. 

The Secretary was instructed to give effect ro the fo llowi ng 
recommendations '' hich were a~reed: 

(a) As.socialion Charitable Fund. It was recommended rh at a 
grant of £roo be made to rhe O.C. Depot for Chape l furniture. 

(b) W ar N!emarial Fund. £soo from cash in hand to be placed 
in deposit account. 
Grant. The Finance Committee had conside red :m application 

from the Queen Elizabeth Training Col lege for Disabled and 
appro,·ed of a grant of £ 5. 

Grneral. T he Auditors ha\·c drawn our artention to the method of 
clt~iming the 15 per cent. cost·of.li\'ing bonus approved by the 
Executive Committee. The Committee app ro,•ed that the payments 
made in the accounts and balance sheets to be correct. 

It was a lso apprm·ed that i\ l rs . Brooks·s sala ry be £4 per week 
and no_t £zoo per annum as pn:v iously recorded in the l'vl inutes, 
plus reimbursement for trandhng e-.:pcnses as already authorised. 

The Finance Committee conside red an observation by the 
AuditOrs on the Sccretary·s c~penses and gave instructions that the 
£10 pre,iously allocated to th e 1\lemoriul Fund shall in futu re be 
added to the cha rges made under this heading to the Association 
funds . 

OhJ Cumrades' Club . The Finance Commi ttee considered an 
application from the Qth Uattalion O.C.A. for ass istance in main. 
taining thei r club and after d iscuss ion it was decided that the 
application be referred to the Executive Commiuee meeting for a 
decision on the principle im·oln-d. · 
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Lt .• Col. Fox moved adoption of r.:porl and. Brigadier Rack ha.rn 
seconded. The report was unanimously adopted. 

5· Journal Committee's Rept;rt. Major Nolda informed the m-:!etinl! 
that expenditure over income hud been reduced from a deficit ot 
£J57 is' 1953 to a deficit of £184 in 1954· It would, howevf!r. be 
necessary for fl nancial as3istance to be granted from Assocsation 
funds for future years. 

Contributions to the Journal, with few exceptions, hnve to be 
amended exte nsively before being accepted for publication. He is 
ta ki ng steps to try to remedy thi->. 

Major Nolda a lso informed the m eeting that he was hoping to 
increase the income from add.i tional advertisements during th :: 
comi ng year. Report adopted by the Committee. 

New Chief Editor. Lt.-Col. Roberts invited any member of the 
Committee to sug11est soineone to act as Chief Editor in place of 
M ajor Nolda, w ho IS due to rejoin rhe 1st Battalion. As no nam e was 
submitted, members were asked to consider the matter and to fonvard 
recommendations as soon as possible to rhe Secretary or O.C. Depot 

6. W ar .JVlemorial Committee's RttfJOrl. Extrrnal Redecoration 
The iVlemoria l Committee received estimates for the external 
redecoration of a.ll dwellings and agreed, subject to scrut iny, to 
:1ccept the estimate from Messrs. lVloulton, H1lift1x Road, Enfie ld, 
to carry out the work at a cost of.£355· Mr. J?lackmore was inv i ~ed 
to scrutinise the estimat~:s and g1ve his techmcal advice conc ern mg 
the same. Mr. Bl:1ckmore W3S also invited and agreed to undertake 
the duties of Clerk of Works to sup~r:ise the redecoration. 

The Comminee decided to recomm end th t: followinj::' colour 
scheme: 

All gutters and pipes to be black. 
All sashes and frames in c ream. 
Door:> and pillars of e:1ch house to be painted in \'arieg3ted 

paste l colours, each p air of houses to be of similar colour tones. 
iVI r. Blackmore to examine and approve best tints, using 

D ulux paint. 
It was agreed tha t work by cont ractor should comme nce 

imGr~~:tb~Y A~~~dt;s9e~~eCo~~~~~· Co:mcil. Col. Beach informed the 
Committee of th e gra nt of £z.so by l'vl iddlesex County Counci l. 
The Committee expressed their appreciation and tha nks for th is 
generous grant. . . . 

S ite Improvement. MaJOr ] ones mformcd the Memonal Com­
m ittt!e that an estimate of £75 6s. 6d. had been received from 
Enfie ld Urban District Counci l to carry out site improvements. This 
esti mate has been accepted and much of the work had been done. 

Mrs. Peacock's Tenancy. L t. -Col. Roberts informed th e Committee 
that the Secretary had applied to six Borough Councils and to over 
50 age nts in order to try to obtain alternative accommodation for 
Mrs. Peacock, now residing in No. 9· 

The result was e ntire ly fruitless. T he Committee decided that 
endeavours s hou ld not be abandoned. Brigadie r Rackham stated 
that he would endeavour to assist through other channels. 

General. Lt.-Col. Robcrts thank ed Brigad ier Rackham. for his 
ki nd assistance. H e also expressed the grea t appreciation of the 
Committee for the splendid efforts which were being made by Major 
] ones, l'Vl r. Blackmore and lVlr . Crump. The appearance and co~­
dition of Albuhc ra C lose has greatly lntprO\'ed as a result of the ir 
work. 

7· Reginumtal History Committee's Rep{)r l. In _ the abse~ce. of 
Lt. -Col. \IV. D . E ll is a statement on the progress ol the pubhcanon 
of the Regimental History was made by O.C. Depot. 

anJ~he hAs~~fYd;~f: i~0;it~eG~1!e~~ditPoiJ~~e~,hb; \~~:e ~~~~t~~:f~ 
ga ll ey proof. These proofs ~hould commcnc.e arriv ~ng in Ma rch a 
chapter at a time and, provided they wue 1mmedntely read and 
checked by the :1uthor and co-ord inators and returned to the 
publish ers, the ~ook should be ~eady for issue in October, 1955. 

There were sti ll a n umber of Items to be completed, s uch as rnlps, 
photographs and Roll of Honou r, and these were in hand . 

A representative from Gale and Polden explained the two a lterna­
tive methods of publication. In b rief, they were as follows.: 

(a) That the history should be printe~ by the publishe:s and 
that distribution and sales shou ld be c:~rned out by the Regtment. 

(b) That the publis hers should undertake to put the book on 
the market, handli ng all dis_tribution, sa!es, review. copies and 
copies to libraries, etc. 1 n th1s case the pn ce of th.e h istory to t he 
public would be high !! r than (a} above, but that cOpies for members 
or past members of the Regiment would be at a preferential price. 
It was agreed to aect:pt the second alternative. 
The question of price WH then discuss ed. Gale and Polden's 

representative expla ined thlt, provided they were guaranteed a 

~~~b~~ :r~~e:,Rt~~~~i~~ a~du~~s~~ol:~~ ~~b:~.members and past 
It was fe lt that it might be difficu lt to se ll such a large n umber and 

O.C. De pot was instructed to obta in a quotation from the publishers 
for a guara ntee of 750 copies. 

He was also asked to p repare a circu lar to be sent out by the 
Regimental Association in order to determine the demand from 
members and past members of the Regiment. 

8. Regimmtal Reunion, 1955. Lt .• Col. Roberts informed the 
meeting that an application has been made to hire Seymour. H all for a 

~[i~Ir~~. o~~ba~~e~utth~em~~~!,rlg ~~t c~~idet;~v~~;es~r~t~f t~:b~~e~ 

entertainment tht:y n::commcnd, if any, and w state their views at 
the next meeting. 

9· Congratulations. Proposed by l\•Ir. Duffield that a letter of 
congratulation be sent to Lt.-Col. \:\,'. D. E!Jis on t he award of 
the O.D.E. conferr~d by H er Majesty in the New Yea r 's H onours. 
L ist. Carried unanimously . 

10 . .4ssistauce to O.C.A. Clubs. Lt.-Col. Fox stated the case of 
the 9th Battalion O.C.A. C lub and asked the m~e ting if it was the 
intention of t he Comminee in principle to assist the O.C.A. clubs. 

After discussion the Committee approved that the subject be left 
to the discretion of the Finunce Committee. 

f~~r~e~~i~ge(~Wn~u~~~hi~a~~s~~:~!'ot~~V~~~1~~9a~,~oM~/~s;·~~s~·.rn . 
A. W. CLARK, Major, 

Suutary, i\t/iddlesex Regimental Association. 

M INUTES OF A MEETI NG OF EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS OF 
THE COM MITTEE OF THE MIDDLESEX REGIM ENTAL 
ASSOCIATION HELD AT TH'E M IDDLESEX GUI LDH A.LL­
WESTM INSTER, S.W.r , ON WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 

1955, AT 4.30 p .m . 

?resell/: Lt.-Col. W. L . Roberts, O.B.E., M.C., D. L. (Chairman), 
Major D. C. L. Nolda (rst Batt:1lion), Lt .-Col. \".' . P . M . A li en, 
M.C. (2nd Battalion), Brigadie r B. B. Rackham, C.B.E. , M.C., 
D .L. ()rd Bntta lion). Lt. -Col. T . S. Wollocombe, M.C. (4th 

~~~~~:\~~~: E~1~c~· J_ro[.neFo~:B:lD.,i\10\:. 99!h' J~~~li~~~ 
i'v[njor H. I<. Ha rdc:tstle, T.D. (eo-opted legal adviser), Major 
A. R . \Naller, M.C. (Depot), R .S.M. P. Donovan (D epot), 
C.S.M . R. 13 udden (represen ting R.S.M . tst Battalion), Major 
A. W. C lark, O.B.E. (Secretary). 
Apologies for non-attenda nce were received from: Brigadier 

E. E. F. Baker, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., T .D., D.L., J .P . (8th 
Battalion}, L t. -Col. W. D. Ellis, O.B.E., T.D. (7 th Battalion). 

1 . Election of Member to Represent sth Battalion vice Lt.-Col. 
C. P. Roohe, D.S.O. Proposed by Col. B rowne , seconded by Major 
Wa!l er and approved by the m~e ting tha t Major E. L. H eywood bt 
invited to represent the sth Battalion 

2. Election of an Additional Member to fhe Commit tee of llu 
Regimerllal Association. The meeting decided to invite Capt. F. G. 
Ashby, M.M., to become an additiona l m ember of the Committee 
of the Regimental Association. (L ate 8th Battali .)n and now 
employed by 11th Pa rachute Battalion _) 

J. Rules. It was ag reed that t h e Ru les of the Associa tion need 
r :!vising and it was proposed that a sub-committee composed of 

~:j~~vi;~~~ef'orL~;~~~ta~i~~n toa~~e ~~!~~~a~~~dC~~mf:t~ri a~u~ 
later date. T he Secretary will convene a meeting for a date suitable 
to the members. 

4· Annual N!eeting. It was propo3 ed by the m eeti ng that t he first 
post-war Genera l !\ll eeting of the members of the Associ::~tion 
should take place p rior to t he Regim ental Reunion in October next 
at the Seymour H all. 

A. W. C!.A R.K, Major, 
Secretary, i\lliddlesex Regimeraal Association. 

MI N UTES OF A MEETI N G OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE 
MIDDLESEX REGI M ENT OFFICERS' CLUB HELD AT THE 
MIDDLESEX GUILDHALL, WESTM INSTER, S.W. r , ON 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1955, AT 4.50 p.m. 

Present: L t.-Col. W. L. Robe rts, O. D.E., M.C., D.L. (Chairman), 
Brigadie r B. B. Rackham, C.B.E., M .C., D .L ., Col. M. Browne 

g:.t~t ~~:cC'ol~'}:· Ji .P .M:~.I. o~S.g~~cl)·.s~E~:· L~.'~C~i.' f:~: 
\Vollocomhe, M.C., L t. -Col. W. P. M. Alien, M.C., L t. -Col. 
G. L. Fox, T .D ., D.L., Lt. -Col. J . D. Robbins, O.B.E., T.D., 
Major A. R . \:Va ll er, M.C., Major H . K. Hardcastle, T .D., Major 
D. C. L . Nolda, Major A. W. C lark, O.B.E. (Secretary). 
Apologies for non -atte ndance were received from: Br!gad!el 

E. E. F. Baker, C. B. E., D.S.O ., M. C., T .D. , D. L. , J .P., Bn gad1er 
N. P . Procter, C .B.E., M.C., L t. -Col. W. D. Ellis, O .B.E., T .D. 

1. Minutes. T he Minutes of the last meeting, ha\·ing been cir­
culated, were signed by the C hairman as correct. 

2. Secretary's Report. T h e Secreta ry's repor t, havi ng been 

cirR~1aot:1~ \'4Y:e t~~i~g~~~abe\~l~i~d~f~h~· Officers' C lub at the end 
of 1954 was 4 19. 

Several Nationa l Ser\' ice offi cers resigned as t hey were u nable 
to meet their s ubsc ription. 

rh1b A ctivities for 1955: 
Golf. Spring Met:ti ng at Hendon Golf C lub, Fridlly, 

~~~e2C~~g~i~~ Brigade Golf Meet ing, Canterbury 
Thursday, May s. ' 955· 
Autumn Golf Meeting at North Hants Golf Cluh, 
Fleet, Hants, on Saturday and Sunday, Septembn 
2-J- an<J 25. 1955. 

"At Ho1nc. " 
D inner. 
Crick cl'. 

Dorchcster Hotel, Fri<Jay, June 17, 1955· 
Dorchcstcr Hotel, Friday, June 17, 1955. 
Sat ., J une 18, 1955 Club-;:·. Free Foresl~rs. 
Sun., J une If), 1955 t •. Hampstead 

H~atlh·ns. 
i\ lon., J un<: 20, 1955 .. v. Cryptics. 
T ues., June 21, 1955 , v. l ncogniti . 
Wed., June 22, 1955 , v. I. Zingari. 

3. Adoption of Lllc Officers' Club A.ccourJisjor ..,1954· Lt.-Col. Fox 
explai11ed the- accounts to th~ Committee. Lt.-Col. Fox moved that 
the accounts be adopted; Col. Beach seconded th e motion. Carried 
unanimously . 

4 . Qlficcrs' Club Dim1er Wld ".41 Home ".for 1955· Lt.-Col. 
Roberts explained ti1e arrangements for the Dmner at" At Home " 
ar the Dorcheste r Hotel and it w:~s approved that the following 
cha rges be made: 

.. At Home' ': 2s. 6d . per head. 
Dinner: J5S· per member. Non-member; £1 JOS . o<J. (To 

include one glass of port.) 

folT~S~~kc~~p~~di~u~~>;~e~~~~r2ri~G\c \~~~k:n~~t;.~, ~~.~ovcd of the 
Cricket . . [ 150 
"At H ome·· [40 
Golf £so 
T en nis £25 
Di nne r £roo 

Total 

6. Et1tertaim11ent of Chic Diguitaries. Lt.-Col. Roberts informed 

~~~~~~~j~i~~cthJi~~i~ae;;;~y c~~lC~~~~dth~~v:~!~~~:~~~ ~)~a~~: 
Regiment. 

T hey we re unanimous in expressing their en joyme nt of the special 
hospitality given them during visits to the Depot. T hey also 
unanimous!~, stated they preferred. t his type of ente rtai nment rather 
than being invited to. pure ly Rcg1mCntal :1ffairs. The Committee 
received this report wnh satis faction. 

1ni~;c<(;h;1: 't~e~?~a~~ecc~·r:;;17t~~e1~:~0;e~~~~~~te~~·~d1 ~~~t~1tc 0~·£:1~ 
towards the maintenance of the Depot Officers' Mess and he aske<J 
the Committee if this amount might be inc~eased in order that the 
Mess could be maintained in a suitable condttion befitti ng the home 
of t he Regime nt. After d iscussion it was proposed by L r.-Col. 
Robbins, seconded by Col. Man, and app roved by the Committe(.', 
that a grant of £25 be made for tht curre nt year and the amount of 
the llrant be reconsidered nex~ year. 

There being no further busmcss, the meeting closed at 5.15 p.m. 

A. W. CLARI':, Mt~jor, 
Secrdary, Jl1iddlest'.Y Regiment Ojjicers' Cfub. 

THROUGH THE ALKIT 

SUBSCRI PTION 
SERV IC E 

GIVING YOU 

QUALITY CLOTHES 
AT R EA SONABL E PRI CES 

AND 

MODEST MONTHLY PAYMENT FACILITIES 
SEND FOR DETAILS and ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE 

ALKIT CAM BR IDGE CIRCUS 

L ON D ON, W.C.2. 

OUR REPRE S ENTA TI V ES V ISIT A LL D EPOTS 

THE "DIE-HARDS JOU RNAL " 

INCOME AN D EXPEN D ITURE ACCOUNT FOR T HE YEAR ENDED DECEM BE R 31, 195+ 

1953 
£ 

EXPENDITUR E 

765 Cost of Printing and D istribution (Fou r Issues) 
6o Salary and Expenses . . . . 
6 Sund ries 
4 Auclit Fee 

£ s. d. 
6H l 9 

6o o o 
5 IS 6 
4 4 0 

1:\ICOi'vl E 

Advcrtis.tn\Cnts 
Subscriptions . . . . . . . . . . 

[. s. d. 
zSo 3 10 

7 6 239 
35i Gr:1nt from Association Charitable Fund , being 

Excess of Expe nditure O\'e r Income for year 184 
Q " 

BALANCE SH EET AS AT D ECEMBER 3ost, 195+ 

1953 
£ 

Accur.wLATEo Fe No: 
73 Balance, January 1, 1954 

336 BANK OVERDRAFT . . . . . 
·P SUBSCRIPTIONS PAID IN AD\'A/\'CE 

CREDITOR : 
Aud it Fee 

£ 

" l/2 

34 

4 

£284 

'· d. 

,g 3 ,, 
" s 9 

4 0 

9 " 

1953 
£ ,, 
70 

' 
357 

£4 54 

!Vlu~EL' i\1. n1 Cos1 
DEBTORS: 
Advcrti ~emcnts 

STOCK OF J OUR:"<AlS 
ASSOCIATION CH.\RlTAl:H.E i ~ t}1\0: 

Grnnt due for year to date 

£ d . s. ,, 
75 

£284 9 11 



Total 
19.'iJ 

£ 

4S,19-f 

3')5 

829 

2,1 05 

THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION OF THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT (D.C.O.) 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER 31, 1954 

F.:XPEND IT UHE 

. \<:CUM! L.\T£1) F UI'\DS: 

Rennv 
Fund 

£ :j:, d. 

Balance, J un uary 1, 1954 . 22.':153 13 
Ad(J Excess of Income over 

Expenditure fo r year 4 8 1 • 

Len Loss .... s on 
Jn,•cstmcnrs 
Hcaliscd . ;\87 7 3 
Exce ss of 
Expenditure 
over Income 
for year 37 11 3 

CREDJTOR.-;· 
Aud it F.;:c 
Grant due 

j ournal 
Sundry 

rii~-1-lord~ 

PRO\' ISIOJ\' FOR l\ 1,\INTliK\NCF.: 
Cottage H omes and Chapel, 

i'vl ill Hill , and llouses, 
Enfield 

REG t i\lEN TAL 1-fts·r o nY: 
Balance, J:uw-

;'l.r)', 1954 . . 82S •+ 
Less Expcndi-

tun~ durit, g 
year LOI) 3 1 

MRS. M. R E:"\NY Lt.G .\t \ : 

Balance, j am•· 
::try I, I 954 2, I 05 9 4 

Add 1 nt~rest 
on In\ est · 
ment .. 
D~posit In· 
tcrcst 

i6 I 8 

•• 3 

zz,osS z 9 

zz,osS 2 9 

IS IS 0 

Association 
Fund 'l'otal 

£ s. d. [. s . d. 

26, qO 6 I 48, H)J H) I I 

4 8 I I 

26, 140 6 1 48, 198 8 

-PS o " 42S 0 " 
z;;,7 •s s 7 -n.nJ 8 4 

•84 9 " Ss 4 9 
J07 10 8 

450 0 0 
450 0 0 

/ 19 11 6 
7IQ ll 6 

2,182 7 3 2, 182 i 3 

' I'otal 
1953 
r; 

-t-6,S6s 

2,697 

2,105 

I ~COM E 

Ro.mm· 
F'und 

J :"\'ESTME:-ITS I' ER ANNlcXEI) 
ScH EDULE: 

(a) At Mid·Market Price on 
Decembcr31, 1938 

(b) At Cost. 

(Mid.Ma~kct Va lue at De· 
cc m ber 3\, 1954, £42,1)q.) 

FuR...,.JTU RF. ,\ND FITTINGS: 
At Nomina l Value. 

STOCKS, AT COST : 
Badges .. 
Regimental Tics 

C.-\S H AT B .\NKERS: 
Deposi t and Cur rent Ac­

coun ts 

:.VJRS. M. R &Ni'\'1' LEGACY: 
Lloyds Bank 

Ltd . Deposit 
Account 82 7 3 

Investment at 
Cost pc r 
a nn exed 
Schedule 2,100 

(Mid-Market Va lue, De­
cember ) I, 1954, £2,437) 

£ s. d. 

21 )~98 8 11 

17S 8 t O 

Association 
Fund 

[ '· d. 

2, 7·~0 7" 
21,8J8 l) ,, 

0 

4 0 

" 0 

2,s88 1 s 4 

2,182 7 3 

Totnl 
£ '· d. 

46··177 10 4 

' 0 0 

•• 0 

2./6-t- 4 2 

2,182 7 3 

£s t,67J [z2,oi3 17 9 [.29,359 o o £s•.432 li 9 £st,673 £:n,o7J ti 9 {:z9.JSQ o o £5•,432 •7 9 
--- - - ---- - - - - - - - -

\•\'c have prepared the above Balance Sheet and an nexed Income and Expendi~u re Account from t be books, vouchers and inform:~tion 
s upplied and certify t hem to be in accordance therewith and corrc<.:t to t he best of our knowlcd~c :md belie f. 

H ALL, WINDER & Co., 
4 Q ueen Victoria Street, 

London, E.C.4. 
FebnwT)' S, 1955. ( 'har1ered AccOUllfal/ts. 

REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE FUNDS 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR TI-lE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1954 

Total 
1953 
£ 

EXPEND ITU RE 
R enny 
Fund 

H 
so 

6o 
s 

•oo 
so 

1,868 

2,167 

GRANl'S AND AU,Q\\'1\NnS: 
Sundry . . . . . . . . 
Hcgular Fo r<.:cs Employmcn l Asso -

ciation . 
!-iundry Charit ies 
Depot Chape l .. 

~~~~~~tl~~C~~~~i~ablc i :~•nd 
Indi vidual Cases 

36 Wrea ths .. 
172 O.C.A. Reunions . . . 

ADM INISTRATION EXPENSES: 
52 Postages . . . . 
59 P rinting and Stat ionery 

61 1 Sa laries and Expenses . 
49 Trave lli ng an d Office Expenses 

Jg X~d(ru~e~oo·k·s . . . . . 
357 Grant, DU-Hartls Joumal (Defic iency 

fo r year . . . . . . 

1 ~~ ~~~,?i~i~~onfc!;x~~Y~t~·~ance...:. . .'cottagc 
Homes and Chapel, Mill Hill, and 
Houses, En field . . . . . . 

Ex~!~~~~uj~ i~~~;~~dor~nRci~~~,~~~i! 
m ate.. .. .. . .. 

£ s. d. 

559 18 10 

559 18 10 

,g 

' ' t 64 0 0 

' 5 15 0 

Associat' ion 
Fu nd 

£ s. d. 

so 0 0 
54 , g 0 

1,178 . 6 0 

1, 28J I+ 0 

Tj~ ~ 
42 0 If 

•s •s 5 
·159 7 8 

68 Ir 

3 0 
22 l 0 

184 9 r ' 

450 0 0 

8) 10 0 

T ota l 
£ $. d . 

so 0 0 

H •8 o 

1,7J8 14 

t ,84) 12 10 
40 9 0 

I J I 8 8 

42 IQ 8 
66 16 

66~ I; 
3 0 

37 16 0 

184 9 If 

450 0 0 

83 10 0 
69 Excess of Income over Expenditure 

for yea r -1- 8 ll 4 8 11 ----- -

INCOl'viE 

Total 
1953 
£ 

soo 

~6z 

J.1 
:!SS 

1,68o 

GRANTS AN D U ONATIONS: 
Army Benevolent Fund . . . . 
<;1St Highland Dh·is ion T rust Fu nd 
l\ J.C.C. Su nd av Enterta inments 

Fund . . · . . . . . 
O.l'. Depol, Midd lesex Regiment 
P .R. I. , 1st Battalion ditto 
P.R. I. , sth Bana lion ditto 
O.C., 7th Uanalion d iuo 

o.~:A.~-~\\Q~i:\J~t~J.io~)gimc l~t.' 

"DIE- H ARD" CLUBS Al\'TI O.C.A.S: 
Uxbrid gc 
M iliHil\ .. .. 
2{7th Batta lio11 O.C.A. 
2_th.Battalion O .C.A. 
Enhng . 
1-Iornsey 

470 S ubscriptions and Donations 
1, 592 Interest on Investments (gross) 

1 Profi t on Sa le of O.C.A. Bad !lCS 
3 Profi t on Sa le of Regimenta l T ics 

JJ Interest on D eposi t Account .. 
Income Tax Recovered on Cove nants 
Excess of Expe nditu re O\'er Income 

for year 

~~~1 
£ '· d. 

746 2 6 

Association 
Fund 

£ s. d . 

soo 
2S 

690 0 0 
39 ' 4 

1)6 () 

1,402 4 0 

4 6 
2 0 

5 3 6 

463 10 
8 .• 2 10 

" 2 •o 
29 9 
45 14 

37 I) 3 

Tota l 
[. s. d. 

soo 0 0 

::!5 0 0 

690 0 0 
39 14 0 

1J6 9 0 

1 ,402 4 0 

2 4 6 
2 0 

s 3 6 
' 0 0 

10 10 

~ .~~§ :~ 10 

6 4 
2 10 4 

29 9 0 
45 ' 4 8 

3i I J J 

£J,8oo £746 z 6 £2 ,834 8 4 £3,58o 10 10 
-------

£J,8oo £746 2 6 £2,834 8 4 £3,580 1 0 to 

{:,. 
o-

~ 
" 

~ 
~ 
1:--

~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 

1:--

-1::, 

' ' 
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COTTAGE HOMES ACCOUNT 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEl\IBER 31, 1954 

1953 
£ 

EXPE~DITURE 

2.4 L and Agent, Eastern Command, for Rent . 
7 \Vater Rnte 

1 ~ 1 nsurance 
Audit Fee . . . 

5 1 Repairs and Maintenance 

£98 

£ s. d. 
::q. 0 

7 ' ,. 0 

51 17 

£99 1 z 

195 3 
£ 

I NCOi\lE 

22 Grant from Eastern Command in :lid of Rent 
58 In terests on l n\·cstments (gross) . . . . 
18 Excess of E xpenditure ove r Income for the 

ye:lr. 

£98 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER 31, 1954 

1953 
£ £ '· d . £ s. d. 

IQ 5J 

£ £ s. d. 
• .o.\CCUi\IULATED Fl")."D: 1:-;YE$1';\IE/\"TS PER AX:\EXU> 

Balance at Janu ary 1 , 1954 .. ),627 >8 5 SCHF.OUU :: 
Less: Excess of E xpendi- 678 (a) At Mid-i\lnrkct va lue at 

turc over Income for year >8 6 D ecembe r 31 , IQJ ~L 678 3 
),628 J,60Q " 9 t,I Q6 (b) At Cost or Pa r Value I,TQ5 '3 

PROVISIOX FOR FUTURE RE-
P,\IRS A;>,lD J\.1Ail\1ENA>'-'"CE: 1,874-

~~dnc<g:a~~nuf;~~- ~ ~:.;i~ 66 >O 0 (Mid~Markct \ "alu c at Do-
cember 31, 1954. [1,706) 

mental Association 1,6s3 PROPERTY at Cost 
Charitable Fund received 170 CASH ..\T l3A!\"KEfiS 
during year 

67 >66 >O 0 
CREDITOR: 

Aud it Fee 

£3,697 £3.778 3 9 £J,697 

£ s. d. 
, 0 

ss r4 

t 8 6 8 

£99 I 2 

£ s. d. 

1,873 17 0 

1,653 

"'' 

£3.778 J Q 

\\ 'e have prepared the abo,·e Balance S heet and Income and Expenditure Account from the books, ,-ouchers and information supplied and 
certify them to be in accordance therewith and correct to the best of our knowledge and belief. 
4 Queen Victoria Street. 

London, KC.4. H ALL, \\"1 :-I"DER & Co., 
Febmary 8, I955- Charl~rt'd Acco~tntants. 

1953 
£ 

•s 

z 
g, 

£1o8 

1953 
£ 

1.448 

[,1,450 

OFFICERS' CLUB CHARITABLE FUND 

INCOME Ai'ID EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31 , 1954 

EXPE~DITURE INCOME 

IQSJ 
£ s. d. £ £ s. d . 

Grant 
Ho~Pita l fO r 

43 Di vidends from Investments (t,:ross) 43 7 0 
Donatio~-Ki~g Edward VII Interest on D eposit Account ' 

,, 
" Officers Donation I 7 6 

Aud it Fee 2 2 0 Grn nts: 
Excess of I nco~e ove·r· Expc~-diturC" for ye~~ 24 8 5 so Association Charitable Fund 

' 5 Officers' C lub Account 

£•6 •o 5 £roS £46 >O s 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER J r , 1954 

ACCU:vWLATED FUND: 
Balanceat januarr 1,1954-
Add: Excess of Inceme o,·er 

Expenditure for year 

C RED ITOR: 
Audit Fee 

£ s . d. £ s. d. 

2+ 8 5 
1,472 8 7 

£r,474 ro 7 

1953 
£ 

1,269 
£ s. d. 

INVESTMENTS at Cost per annexed Schedul e 1,269 5 . S 
(M id-Market Value a t December 31, 1954. 

£ 1,330) 
181 CAS H AT BANKERS : 

Current and Deposit Account:> 205 4 II 

1,450 £t,474 10 7 

We have: prepare<;~ the abo\'e Balance S hee t and Income and E xpenditure Account from the books, vouchers and information supplied 
and certify them to be m accordance therewith an d correct to the best of our knowledge and be li ef. 
4 Queen Victoria Street, 

London, E.C-4- H ALL, Wt!\"OER & Co., 
February 8, 1955. Chartered Aaountams. 

1953 
£ 

OFFICERS' CLUB ACCOUNT 

INCOME AND EXPEND ITURE ACCOU:-.IT FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECH!BER JI, 1954 

EXPENDITURE I ~CO:\IE 

1953 
£ £ s. d. £ s. d. 

457 

49 

s. d. 
>6 0 Dot-:ATIONS: 

Hol~c~~\Ool fo_r D::~.u~~ters ~f 
Empire \Va r Memorial Fund .. 
Officers ' C lub Charitable Fund 
Depot Chapel Fund 

4t 
68 

Subscri ptions and Entrance Fees 
Interest on Investm ents (Net) . . . . . . 76 rs 

5 ,, 
,, 

Cocktai l Party 
Less: Rece ipts 

Expenses of Cricket Week 
Less: Rece ipts 

•4' 46 Golf i\ Ieeting 
Dinner .. 

Less: Receipts 
49 

At Home .. 
Less: Recei pts 

>7 
16 iVI. C.C. Season Ticket 
7 Wreaths . .. . 

AD!'. II NISTRATION EXPE!'\SES: 
60 SJ.lary and Expenses . . . . 
21 Postages, Printing and Stationery 

Q Audit Fee 

9~ Provision for Income Tax on Bank 
Interest . . . . . . 

182 Excess of Income ove r Expenditure 
for year 

£ 576 

5 5 

25 0 

69 z 
3' ' 

1 8 5 >7 
37 >2 

H2 ,g 
52 >O 

,, 9 
6 ,, 

6o 0 
33 '4 

9 9 

0 Interest on Im·cstment held in Trust for 3rd 
Battalion (Net).. . . . . 

Profit on Sale of Officers' Cl ub Ties 2 
0 Inte rest on D eposi t Account . . . . 4 

30 5 0 Refund of Income T ax re Defence Ronds 

9 
0 

38 ' 9 

" 6 
q 8 ,, 

0 
0 

6o 8 0 
6 
0 

8 ,. 6 
•o 0 

5 6 

0 
5 
0 

>03 1 

' <6 0 

93 
,. 0 

£55 1 4 3 £s76 £55 I 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT DECEMBER 31, 195+ 

1953 T953 
£ s. d. £ £ £ s. d. £ s. d. £ 

ACCUMULATED FUND: I NVESTi\IE.i''IS AT COST: 
Balanceat j anuary 1, 1954-· 4.057 •7 7 J, 687 Per annexed Schedule 3,986 
Add: Excess o f Income ove r (Mid-Market Value at De. 

Expenditure for year 93 
,. 0 cember Jl, r954, £ 4, J 19) 

4,058 4.151 >6 CASH AT BANKERS: 
CREDITORS: J56 Deposit and Current Account ,., 

9 Audi t Fee 9 9 0 30 STOCFi: OF TIES .. 28 
3 Income Tax, .1954-55 2 0 6 STOCK OF CRICKET BALLS 

" 9 6 3 D EBTOR 
HELo IN TR..:ST. FOR j Ro BAT~ 

6 SunsCRIPTJONS PAID IN AD- TALIOK: 
\'ANCE 5 >0 Investment " Cost pe< 

F UNDS HELD IN TRUsT FOR annexed Scbc.dule 509 •o 4 

nal:~c~~IT~~~~r:.; r, T954· 
(Mid-Market Value at D~ ~ 

512 '" >6 7 cembcr Jl, 1954, £574) 
6 Cash not rc· invested 2 J 

'" 
£4.s88 £4,675 z 8 £<.s88 £4,675 

2 
7 3 

4 J 

s. d , 

>2 4. 

>6 
2 ,, 0 

>6 7 . 8 

We have prepared the above Ba1ance Sheet and annexed Income and Expendin.re Account fro':fl the books, vouche rs and information. 
supplied nnd certify them to be in accord ance therewith and correct to the best of our knowledge and be he f. 

4 Qu~~~~~OE~C~t-reet, H ALL, WINDER & eo., 
February 8, ,

95 5
. Chartt'r~d Aca 11mtants. 
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WAR MEMORIAL FUND 

BALA:-.:CE SHEET AS .\T DECHIBER 31, '95+ 

E:\PE:'\"DITCRE 
1053 
£ £ ~- d. £ "- d. 

.\Cet."\ll"L\Tf.O CAPIT\1. Fc:-;o 
Bal:mce,January 1, IQH- J4,7J2 Q 
Add: Donations . . . 28 13 

1 ncomc Tax deducted 
from Co,·cnant 
receh·ed to April 5, 
IQ 54 . . . J2 

LcgaC\·- \11-s. Annie 
:'\mikt:s . . . roo o o 

Interest on l nvcst-
mcnts o l.f 

34,902 H) 
3·h 732 L eH : Secretary's E'\penses 1 o o 

L OA'\" .ACCOL:"T: 
.(),849 Enfield L-rban District 

Council . . . 
151 LO,\:"< Rt:DE.'\IPTIO'X H.F.iii'..R\"E 

.\1.\J'\TE:\"AZ..TE Fc-.:o: 
Balance, January 1, IQS~ - - 30 

JO Add: Donation, z ;rh O:~t-
talion \ liddlcsex 

6,8:n 1 
197 10 

Hegimcnt . 35 

----"'------~"' ~ 
.p,;6z 

90 

.\ccnJLL.ntu 1:-.-co"" F l''\ n: 
Balance, January 1, 1954-. 
Ad(/: Excess of Income 

Q\•Cr Expenditure 
for year 

SrsrE:-:SE .Accoc:-:T: 
Balance, January r, 1954·· 
Add: Housing Grant re­

ce i\·ed from En­
fie Id l- r ban 
District Council 
during year 

L e.u : Interest 
on Loan . zos z 7 
~\mortis.ation 

Pro\·ision .p 2 7 

Srm 1\JPROYE.'\IE:XT Accocs-T: 
Balance, January 1, 1954 .. 
Add: Grant Received from 

l\ lid dlcscx County 
Council during 
year 

Less: Expenditure during 
year 

CREDITORS; 
Audit Fee . . . . . . 
Tenan t- Rent and ). lain­

tcnancc Paid in Ad\'ancc 

409 5 7 

177 6 I 

1-!-9 7 I 

350 0 0 

499 7 I 

252 5 

90 5 3 

250 0 0 

340 5 3 

23 6 6 

15 15 0 

6 0 

·4/,<)57 IQ 9 

s86 11 s 

247 I 11 

16 J 0 

£-n, rz--1- 1 3 1 

1953 
£ 

I~CO:\IE 

E:'iT \TL Acc m :\"T ( r-zo Albuhcra Close): 
At Cost.. . . . 
(.You.- Thc abo,·c houses have been 

built on land held on lease expiring 
zqS. This lease is held by Enfield 
Crban District Council as security 
for Loan prr cotllra.) 

1-..:\·F.STi\U: ... -..:T .-H COST per annexed 

8t~~~:~rk~t \'ai~c Dcccmb~r 3 1, 
'95·h £250) 

1 oil C.\SH Xr B.-\:\"K 

1:--n:S f\IEXT .. n CosT pe r annexed 
Schedule . . . . . . . . 
(\lid-\ larket \ 'aluc December 31, 

1954. £400) 
(.\'otr.- l ncomc from this ln\·cstment 

is credited to Ca pital Fund) 
DF.STORS: 

s6 Tcnants-:;..;'et Amounl re Rates, Gas 
and Electricity .. 

34 IXSL.RA:"<('f.S PAID I;\' .-\1)\.:\t\.CE 

561 l' •\$11 .H B .-\XK 
q C\SH J-..: H ~-..: D 

£ s. d. 

.p,6ss '3 

250 0 0 

52 s 11 

41,957 19 9 

400 0 0 

10 14 8 
3.115 

708 0 

14 3 0 

£43,124 IJ I 

INCOME AKD EXPENDITURE ACCOl:::-iT FOR THE YEAR END~D DECD IBER 31, 1954 

1953 
45 lnsurnnccs .. .. 
25 Salary-Housing :\lanager 
16 Audit Fee .. 

2 Postages and Sundries 
J Ground Rent . . . . 

25 Repairs and Maintenance . . . . . 
198 Balance, Excess of Income 0\'Cr Expenditure 

for year 

£Ji2 

£ s. d. 
45 0 0 
25 0 0 

1515 
2 ' 
' 0 

-+5 16 

lji 6 I 

£J12 0 0 

1953 
£ 

z6o Rents . . . . 
52 \ la intenance Receipts 

[312 

£ s. d. 
260 0 0 

52 0 0 

£31:! 0 0 

\Ve haYe prepared the abO\·e Balance Sheet and annexed Income and 'E,;penditure Account from the books, \·ouchcrs and information 
supplied and certify them to be in accordance therewith and correct to the best of our knowledge and belief. 

4 Queen Victoria Street, 
London, E.C-4- H ALL , \\. IXDER & eo., 

February 8, 1955- Chartered Aaountants. 

Maintain your 

service to 

Queen and Country 
m civilian life 

Join the British Legion 
l} 

The Legion co-operates with your regi­
mental association · and speaks for all 

ex-service men and P.:omen 

BRITISH LEGION, 49 PALL ~.!ALL, S.W.I 

Hiorns &_Miller 
Ren01med throughout the ll'orid 

for QUALITY 

REG I MENTAL C HRISTMAS CARDS 

I NV IT A TIO N CARDS 

CRES TED STAT I ONERY 

ACCOUNT BOOK S 

PRI NT ING OF 

ANY DESCRIPTION 

OFF ICE EQUIPMENT 

Brochures and Caralogue on applicaliou 

Esrimares am/ samples sent on requesr 

HIORNS & MILLER LTD 
Mi\RLBOROUGH STREET 

DEVON PORT 

Telephone : Del' Onport 437 

IIVOLUNTEER 

FOR KITCHEN 

FATIGUES, SIR!" 
Wash the dixies in no time, 

Sir-my water heaters give such 

oceans of hot water. 

Good at dhobie-ing too, Sir-my washing 

machines do a family wash in less 

than an hour. And Purchase Tax on 

many of them has been halved. 

When may I report for duty, Sir? 

NORTH THAMES GAS 



I·D·S BOARDS 
F~ GORE BALANCE EARTH LEAKAGE PROTEGTIO 

/ l triple pole )0 amp. 
CirwiiBreakcrtuirh 
core ba/aucc uam· 
jormcraud li.L. rd1,1y 

. 
tl1/ 

IRONCLAD 

ENCLOSURES 

~ 

' 

j 

' MARKS A NEW ERA IN 
FACTORY PROTECTION • 
Refe!· to Page 22 "Electrical 
1'' '1,enrs and Olher causes 
952 M o L Form 929 

- ...., 
INCORPORATING AUTOMATIC CIRCUIT BREAKERS IN EACH OUTGOING WAY 

UN IQUE for i1s Core Balance Lcnhsc protection. 
UNIQUE a' an lrontlad distribution Wl!h ~utom:uic protection for norm..J O\'Cr· 

loods and ~hort corcuus. 

uNIQuE f~o~~!/£~f~~cj,~lc~,J.~:~c~~ ;?.~~r:~"~ 5ci,:~..,~~~ ;;jh ..,'i::~h3;~:.,~~-c 
UNIQUE f..r f~c<Ory circuit ptOICCtiun " " h J;...nh Lc.olc<gc JiscriminA<ion uf 

0.5 ~mp~ .. mol 0.75 amf'J! 
UN IQUE for ~pplic-~ti<.m 10 ponat>le ~nd lr.m• r>ortablc cquipmcnl, f<n in<.lu~H i~l 

use, minu ;~nd quatrin, cement worh, ;md m~r<h,Lihn~: y~rd on$C•It:.~.uun s 

ENSURES PROTECTION TO I'EH')ONNEL AND EQUIPMEN T AS 
REQUIRED BY THE MINES & QUARRIES LAW. 

f] 14: I~: fAH: t•tj :14 ;\. 
(GREAT BRITA.IN~ LIMITED 

FARADAY WORKS • GREAT WEST ROAO · BRENTFORO · MIDDLESEX · Telephone : EALing 1171·6 · Tel eg rams . Sjemensdyn · Brent(ord ·Hounslow 
81RMINGH ~ M : MIDLAND GL AS GO W : TEL· CENTRAL 0171 

M A. NCHE S TER : TEL: CHOFI.LTON IH7 • NEWCA S TLE : TEL• 19617 S HEffiELD : TEL• 61S6~ 

*,ZoD:IACS 
*ZEPHYRS 
*CONSULS 
*PREFECTS 
*ANGLIA$ 
*POPULAR$ 

Produced for the Edi tor, " The Die-H ards," by Combined Service Publicalions, Ltd., 67-68 jermyn 
S.W. l. Printed in Great Britain by F. J . Parsons, Ltd. , Lennox House, No rfolk Street, London , 
Building<>, Hastings. Advcniscmcnt Agents: Service Newspape r<>, Ltd. , 67-68 Jermyn Street, St. 

WtUtehalJ 2504.) 
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