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EDITOR S NOTES.

A  S the festive season is approaching, 
w e take this opportunity of w ishing 

all our readers the com plim ents o f the
season.

O u r first number has been duly 
launched and we hope, successfully, from  
tlie readers’ point o f view.

Several con gratu latory  letters have 
been received on the appearance o f the 
first number, and this indeed encourages 
us in our future efforts.

T h e second part of the “  Short H istory 
oi the 2 /ioth  M iddlesex R eg im e n t,”  by 
M ajo r C. Jarrett, D .S .O ., T .D .,  will be 
found in these colum ns, and the con ­
cluding part in the next issue.

W e  have still a few  copies of the first 
number o f the Journal which we would 
be glad to dispose of.

In future a space will be devoted to 
the old com rades, under the title “  O ld 
Com rades J o ttin g s .”  W e therefore ask 
past m em bers o f the R egim en t to  send
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a lo n g som e news fo r publication in the 
n ext and succeeding issues of the Journal.

W e  should be glad to receive from  
readers at any time su ggestion s for the 
im provem ent of the Journal. L etters 
w ill not necessarily be published, but any 
such will receive very  careful considera­
tion.

R e g i m e n t a l  C a l e n d a r .

A propos of the picture, “  T h e Storm ­
ing of S erin gap atam ,”  in the Calendar for 
1923, we publish in this num ber an extract 
from  “ T h e H isto ry  of the 77th R e g i - 
m en t,”  describing the battle. W e are 
greatly  indebted to M ajo r H . H. W ooll- 
right, the author, fo r his kind perm ission 
to do so.

Additional copies of the Calendar are 
available, and can be forw arded, post 
free, by the E d itor, on receipt of postal 
order for one shilling.

1st BATTALION NOTES.

T H E  Battalion arrived back to the 
R hine from  U pper Silesia on n t h  

July, and m arched fr o m 'M ülheim Station 
to the K ronp rin z B arracks at K a lk , w here 
was already the 3rd B attalion, which hah 
reached- there on 8th July, as well as the 
C o lo gn e detachm ent o f tw o companies. 
Som e people had g o t to like Silesia, but 
the m ajority  had not yet acquired that 
taste, and came back rejoicing.

A  few  days later it was our sad duty 
to see off the 3rd Battalion from  K alk  
Station, en route fo r T idw orth  and 
disbandment.

M usketry next claim ed everyone s atten; 
tion, and on 13th A u g u st tire Battalion 
m arched to E il Cam p, about eight miles 
from C o lo gn e, to fire T ab le  “  B .”  There 
the w eather left much to be desired, and 
the best traditions o f the service were 
am ply fulfilled in the w ay of leaky tents 
and earw igs. T h e  Battalion  returned to 
K a lk  on 9th Septem ber.

T h e season in which (to m isquote) a 
yo u n g  m an’s fancy ligh tly  turns to 
thoughts of leave ”  is now  at hand, not 
that leave is any lo n ger the cryin g  neces­
sity  one felt it to be in Ireland— there is 
too m uch to amuse one in C o lo gn e  after 
the d ay ’s w o rk  and football is done, since,

w hether o n e ’s taste lies in the direction 
of grand opera or m erry-go-rounds, 01 
any o f the num erous interm ediate forms 
o l entertainm ent, either the Rhine Army 
itself or the unloveable natives will have 
provided it. Still, leave will alw ays be 
a popular institution, 110 m atter how good 
the station, for (to again  indulge om 
w eakness for m isquotation)—
“  I could not love thee, R hine, so much. 
"  L o ved  I not London m o re .”

A t the Rhine A rm y H orse Sh ow , held 
at R iehl in the third w eek of Septem ber, 
the Battalion obtained second place in the 
com petition fo r the sm artest turned-out 
infantry transport. T h e  Cup for this 
event, which had been presented by us for 
com petition, was won by the and B11.
D .C .L . l .  A ll the eight battalions of the 
R hine A rm y entered fo r the competition.

M r. N un n ’s “  E n e rg y  ”  (ow ner up) 
was third in the race for the September 
Cup (five furlongs), at the last Rhine 
A rm y R ace M eetin g  of the year, at 
M erheim , on 23rd Septem ber. S ix  horses 
ran.

C R I C K E T .
T h e cricket season has, on the whole, 

been very  successful, the Battalion having 
entered the Rhine A rm y “  A  ”  League, 
and won the Cup.

T h e m atches played w ere as follow  : —
6-5-22— v. 75th B atty ., R .F .A .,  at Kalk,

w on by 99 runs.
11-5-22— v. 75th B atty ., R .F .A .,  at Kalk,

won by 3 w ickets.
13-5-22— v. 18th B atty ., R .F .A .,  at Kalk,

w on by 168.
17-5-22— v . 18th B atty ., R .F .A .,  at Kalk, 

won by 6 w ickets.
27-5-22— v. 2nd K .R .R .C .,  at K a lk , won 

by 3 w ickets.
31-5-22— v. 2nd K .R .R .C .,  at K a lk , won 

by 146.
7-6-22— v. 585 M .T . C o y ., at Polef 

W iesen, won by 11.
12-6-22— u. Clloster R e g t., at K a lk , won 

by 7 w ickets.
14-6-22— v. G lo ster R e g t., at R iehl, won 

by 9 w ickets.
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1 =5-6-22— v. C o lo gn e  Com m ission, at K a lk , 
won by 85.

17-6-22— v. R .A .O .C .,  at Riehl, won by 
114.

21-6-22— v. R .A .O .C .,  at K a lk , won by
8 w ickets.

24-6-22— v. R .E ., at Stadtw ald, won by 
116.

25-6-22— v. 585 M .T . C o y ., at K a lk , won
by 7 w ickets.

28-6-22— v. R .E ., at K a lk , won by 8 
wickets.

1-7-22— v. R .A .O .C .,  at D eutz, won by
9 w ickets.

5-7-22— v. R .A .O .C .,  at K a lk , won by 
29.

16-7-22— v. G .H .Q . Sergeants, at K alk  
won by 123.

26-7-22— v. 14th H ussars, at K a lk , drawn.
27-7-22— v. G .H .Q . Sergeants, at K alk ,

won by 3 w ickets.
29-7-22— v. Rhine S ignal C o y., at Riehl.

lost by 108.
3-8-22— v. 29th B atty., R .G .A ., at K alk , 

won by 193.
6-8-22— v. 14th H ussars, at Lindenthat,

won by 114.
7-8-22— v. 29th B atty., R .G .A ., at K alk ,

won by 151.
9-8-22— v. M ilitary Police, at Aachen 

T o r, won by 87.
10-8-22— v. Rhine A rm y Train , at M arien- 

berg, won by 5 wickets.
12-8-22— v. Rhine A rm y T rain , at K a lk , 

w on by 164.
T h e K .O .Y .L .I .  scratched both their 

m atches in our favour.
The return match with the M ilitary 

Police had to be abandoned 011 account of 
the weather, the result having no effect 
on the Cup.

Th e L eagu e resulted as fo llo w s : —
p. \v. L. D. Pts

ist-— ist M iddx. R e g t. 31 28 2 1 57
2nd— 2nd K .R .R .C .. . .  32 26 3 3 55

Lieut.-G eneral Sir A . G odley presented 
the Cup to Captain N. P. P rocter, M .C .. 
at the Rhine A rm y H orse Show , 011 
21 st September.

B atting and bow ling averages were as 
u n d e r: —

B a t t in g  A v e r a g e s , 1922.

M r. W orton

No.
of

Inns.
26

Times High- 
not est 

Out. Score.
6 85*

Total
Runs. Aver.
779 39-95

M r. C low es 22 5 :119 594 34.90
Capt. L yo n ~8 1 95 203 29
Capt. P rocter ... 9 2 56* 188 26.85
Bdsmn. F ry 27 3 69* 594 24-79
M aj. Bucknall ... 14 3 52* 199 18.09
Pte. Baker 17 2 38 253 16.86
L ./ C p l. O ’ Brien 18 3 52 231 15-4
Bdsmn. H art ... 23 3 53 307 15-35
L ./ C p l. Sam m ons 12 0 53 172 14-33
L ./ C . M cD onald 6 1 18* 5i 10.2
L ./ C p l. Addinall 4 2 9* 15 7-5
L ./C p l. K en  nett 7 1 6 19 3.16

*N o t out. 

B o w lin g  A v e r a g e s , 192
O. M. R.

L ./ C p l. O ’ Brien 264 48 826

2.
W.

129
Aver.
6.48

L ./ C p l. K en n ett 109 21 3°9 37 8-35
L ./ C . M cD onald /8 10 253 20 12.65
Bdsmn. F ry 179 17 556 41 13-56

Captain L yo n  played for the Rhine 
A rm y th rou gh out the season, and cap­
tained the X I . during the absence of 
Colonel Barber. M r. C low es, M r. 
W ort on and L ./ C p l. O ’ Brien also played 
occasionally, w hile M ajo r Bucknall, C ap ­
tain Paul and Captain Procter played in 
trial gam es.

M r. W o rto n  heads the battin g averages, 
and in L ea g u e  cricket and Rhine A rm y 
gam es has scored over 1,000 runs during 
the season, his highest score h avin g been 
117, for the Rhine A rm y, v. T h e 
Am sterdam  C .C .

L ./ C p l. O ’ Brien, as his bow lin g 
average  show s, has done extrem ely w ell, 
taking over 100 wickets at 6.48 runs 
apiece.

L ./ C p l. K cnnett only returned from  
Silesia in time to play in T2 m atches, and 
had hardly settled down to his usual form  
before the close of the season. H o w ever, 
his havin g taken 37 w ickets, at an a verage 
of 8.35 speaks fo r itself.

Bdsm n. F ry , w ho, with L ./ C p l. 
O ’ Brien, was the chief stand-by as regards 
h ow ling in the earlier m atches, fell off 
slightly  tow ards the end of the season, 
but his batting was consistent th rough out.

Th e fielding has been g o o d  on the 
w hole, considering the state o f som e of 
the grounds played on.
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T h e  fo llo w in g  w ere aw arded  their 
c o lo u r s :— C aptain  P r o c te r  (C ap t.), M r. 
Clow 'es (S ec .), M r. W o rto n , Captain
l.y o n , L ./ C p l.  O ’ B rien . L ./ C p l. K en n ett, 
B dsm n. F ry , L ./ C p l. Sam m ons, Bdsm n. 
H art, P te . B aker, L ./ C p l. M cD o n ald , 
M a jo r  B u ckn all, L ./ C p l.  A ddinall.

O w in g  to the fact that d u rin g  the 
g re a te r  p art o f the season h alf the B a t­
talion  w as in Silesia, it w as decided to 
g iv e  th irteen  co lo u rs, in ord er that 
certain  p layers w h o had helped to  win 
the earlier m atches should not be left out.

It has not been possible to  p lay a 
C o m p an y C ricket L e a g u e  this season.

G E N E R A L .

T h e  C o m pan y Cham pionship fo r the 
y e a r  is about to  be decided by an athletic 
sports m eetin g— the only outstanding 
even t. T h e  A lb u h era  S p orts should have 
been its con clusion  but, as separate sports 
had to be held in S ilesia  and C o lo g n e , this 
could  not be the case. H .Q . “  G  ”  C o m ­
pany has th e  lead fo r the Cham pionship, 
th o u g h  the o th er com panies are not so 
very  far behind.

T h e  fo o tb a ll season has n ow  begun, 
and the Battalion has entered for the 
R hine A rm y  “  A  "  L ea g u e . W e  have 
been su ccessfu l in the tw o  m atches so far 
played.

2nd BATTALION NOTES.

' T '  H E  m ove o f the B atta lion  from  Cairo 
A to  P o rt Suez, en route fo r S in g a ­

pore. w as accom plished  on the n ig h t of 
the 8th Jan uary, 1922, the fo llo w in g  officers 
and 266 oth er ranks em b ark in g  on H .M .T . 
H u n ts end on the m orn in g  o f the 9th 
J a n u a r y : —

L ieu t.-C o lo n e l F . E . Sw ain son , M a jo r
B . A . T h om p son , M a jo r  W . H . Sam uel, 
M a jo r  P . G ro ve  W h ite , Captain  W . W . 
Jefferd (A d ju tan t), C aptain and B t.-M a jo r  
L . A . N ew n h am , M .C ., C aptain G . N . A . 
C u rso n s, M .C ., L ieu ten an t A . V . W eller, 
L ieu ten an t E . T . Pain , Lieuten an t
H . A . A . H o w ell, L ieu ten an t H . W . 
C layd en, L ieu ten an t A . N . O ve re ll, L ie u ­
tenant W . H . V . Jones. L ieu ten an t
E . S . M . A y sc o u g h , L ieu ten an t L . G . W . 
M cA rth u r , L ieu ten an t H . A . V . Spencer 
(A rm y  E d ucation al C o rps).

O n  board the troopship the fo llo w in g  
officers and a draft o f 432 oth er ranks 
w ere aw a itin g  the arrival of the B attalion .

Captain and Q rm r. H . G . H ardin g, 
w ho was jo in in g  us in re lie f o f M ajo r 
and Q rm r. H . A . W eim ers, w ho had p ro ­
ceeded to the D ep o t fo r duty, a fter 
ap p roxim ately  24 y e a rs ’ service with the 
B attalion .

L ieu ten an t E. P . M anson, M .C ., and 
L ieu ten an t F . A . B a iley  jo in in g  the 
B atta lion  011 p o stin g  fo r duty.

L ieu ten an ts G . A . Stephenson, J. R . S. 
Chapm an and E . L . H eyw o o d , w ho w ere 
re-jo in in g the B atta lion  on com pletion of 
th eir courses in the U n ited  K in g d o m .

T h e  vessel sailed on the m orn in g  o f the 
10th January fo r S in gap o re, and th ro u g h ­
out the jo u rn ey  the w eath er w as splendid.

It is w ith h eartfe lt reg ret that w e have 
to announce the death o f L ieu ten an t 
L . G. W . M cA rth u r, from  acute gastritis , 
011 17th January. H e w as buried at sea 
on the m o rn in g  o f the 18th January, and 
his loss is sadly felt th ro u gh o u t the 
B atta lion .

P r io r  to a rriv in g  at C o lo m b o  the kiddies 
received th eir annual treat, tea, gam es and 
toys b e in g  provided by our officers and 
ladies.

A very  pleasant tw o hours w as passed, 
and the little ones, and b ig  ones, too, 
th o ro u g h ly  en joyed  the a ftern o o n ’s en ter­
tainm ent.

T w o  days w ere spent at C o lom b o w hile 
coaling ship to o k  place, and all on board 
en joyed  a spell ashore.

O n  the aftern oon  o f the 22nd January 
the B atta lion  football team  m et a team  
from  H .M .S . R enow n  in a frien d ly m atch, 
and em erged  successfu l b y  3 g o a ls  to  1.

A ll g o o d  th ings com e to  an end, and 
on the 24th January the ship left C o lom bo 
on the last sta g e  of its jo u rn ey  to S in g a ­
pore, arriv in g  at the la tter p ort on the 
even in g  o f the 31st January.

D isem b arkation  w as h ot effected until 
the m o rn in g  o f the 1st F eb ru ary , the 
B and o f the South Stafford  R egim en t 
p lay in g  a short p rogram m e o f m usic.

T h e  6th F eb ru ary  saw  the B attalion  
once again  settled dow n, and a return to 
norm al routine.

T h e  w h ole of F eb ru ary  and part of 
M arch  w ere  occupied in preparations for 
the visit o f our Colon el-in -C h ief, H .R .H . 
the P rince o f W ales.
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H is R o y a l H igh n ess arrived  at S in ga­
pore on the 31st o f M arch, the Battalion  
tak in g  part in lin in g the streets fo r the 
R o y a l P rocession  to  G overnm ent H ouse.

D u rin g  H is R o yal H igh n ess’s stay in 
this tow n the B attalion  furnished R oyal 
G uards o f tw o officers and 43 other ranks 
at G overnm ent H ou se.

A  G uard o f H o n o u r w as also  furnished 
at K u a la  L um pur, from  the 28th to 30th 
M arch, 1922, under Lieutenant E . L . 
H eyw ood.

T h e  tow n w as en fê te  during the stay 
o f H is R o ya l H igh n ess, the native popu­
lation in particu lar d isplaying g reat enthu­
siasm , v y in g  w ith each other in their 
efforts to please th eir R o y a l guest.

E arly  on the 1st A p ril our Colonel-in- 
C h ief carried out an inform al inspection 
o f the Battalion.

O n arrival in barracks he played squash, 
then bathed in the G arrison  Sw im m ing 
Bath, and from  all accounts H is R oyal 
H igh n ess th o ro u g h ly  enjoyed  his dip.

B reakfast w as then taken in the O fficers’ 
M ess, H is R o y a l H igh n ess afterw ards 
b ein g  ph otograp h ed  w ith  the officers of 
the B atta lion .

T h en  a to u r o f com panies and insti­
tutes w as com m enced, the com panies 
p aradin g under the verandahs of their 
bu ngalow s. T h e  inform al inspection was 
com pleted by a visit to  the S erg ea n ts’ 
M ess, H is R o y a l H igh n ess afterw ards 
b eing ph otograp h ed  w ith  the m em ­
bers of the S e rg e a n ts ’ M ess. Each 
m em ber of the M ess w as then presented 
to H is R o yal H igh n ess by R egim ental 
S erg ea n t-M a jo r D ou th et.

A  visit to a m arried quarter com pleted 
the inspection of our C olonel, H is R oyal 
H igh n ess afterw ards leavin g barracks 
through lines o f ch eerin g troops.

T h e period A p ril to the end o f July was 
occupied w ith the A n n ual M usketry 
Classification o f the B attalion, each com ­
pany in turn p roceed in g to  K u ala  Lum pur 
for a period o f about a m onth, w here we 
understand they w ere made m uch of by 
the E uropean  planters of the district.

T h e stren gth  of the B attalion  011 the 
31st July w as as fo llo w s: —

Battalion Staff.
L ieu t.-C o lo n el F. E . Sw ainson, Com ­

m anding.
M ajo r B . A . Thom pson.

M a jo r  W . FI. Sam uel.
Captain  W . W . Jefferd (on leave in N ew  

Zealand).
C aptain and Q rm r. H . G . H ard in g  (en 

route fo r  U .K .  on p o stin g  to  N o rth ­
am pton R e g t.) .

L ieu ten an t and A d jt . E . P . M an so n , 
M .C .

L ieu ten an t H . A . V . Sp en cer ( A .E .C .) .
H .Q . Com pany.

Captain G . N . A . C u rson s, M .C . 
L ieu ten an t E . L . F leyw o o d  (S ig n allin g  

( Jfficer).
L ieu ten an t G. A . Steph en son  (M achine 

G un Officer).
201 other ranks.

“  A  ”  Com pany.
Captain R . N . M oore.
L ieu ten an t A . V . W eller.
L ieu ten an t J. R . S . Chapm an.
122 other ranks.

“  B  ”  Com pany.
M ajo r P . G ro ve  W hite .
Lieutenant A . N . O verell.
Lieutenant E . S . M . A y sc o u g h . 
Lieuten an t E . M . G . W ra y , D .S .O . 
126 other ranks.

“  C  Com pany.
Captain and B t. M a jo r  L . A . N ew nham , 

M .C .
Lieutenant E . T . Pain.
Lieuten an t H . A . A . H o w ell.
130 other ranks.

“  D  ”  Com pany.
M ajo r H . F . Spence.
L ieutenant F . A . B ailey.
L ieutenant P . P ater.
L ieutenant H . W . C layden.
124 other ranks.
S tren g th — 24 officers, 703 oth er ranks.

IN  E G Y P T .
T h e  2nd B attalion  record  as regard s 

gam es, since th ey have been abroad, is 
quite a g o o d  one.

In E g y p t the football team  cam e out 
w inners o f the C airo  M ilitary  L e a g u e  tw o  
seasons running, and th ey w o n  the 
K ram er Cup fo r tw o seasons also. T h e y  
reached the sem i-finals and finals each 
season fo r the A n g lo -E g y p tia n  Cup and 
E gyp tian  E xp edition ary  F o rce  Cham pion­
ship. Season 1920-21 they w on the
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“  R ob ert H u gh es ”  Cup by b eatin g the 
2nd Sh erw ood  F oresters by 3— 2.

T h e cricket team  had tw o very  good  
seasons. T h e first season the only gam es 
they lost w ere against the G ezira Sp orting 
Club, w ho w ere able to call on a number 
o f C o un ty  players, and the Y .M .C .A .,  
w ho w ere also able to produce a good  
side. T h e second season they reached 
the final of the E gyp tian  E xpedition ary 
F o rce  Cham pionship, and were beaten in 
a m ost w onderful match by the 2nd 
Sherw ood Foresters.

Th ere  w as very  little hockey, as it was 
very  difficult to find grounds to play on.

S I N G A P O R E .
Sin gapore w e find to be ju st the reverse 

to E g y p t. W hereas in E g y p t every gam e 
w as played on the sand, in Singapore 
every ground w as grass. In spite of the 
different conditions, they have up to date 
done very  w ell. T h e  football is not quite 
up to the standard that was m et with in 
E g y p t. Just a fter the arrival of the B at­
talion the M alaya B orn eo E xhibition  was 
opened by H is R oyal H ighness the Prince 
o f W ales. A  knock-out football com pe­
tition w as arranged  fo r all the team s in 
S in gap ore  by the E xhibition. Th is the 
B attalion  w on by b eatin g the R o yal G ar­
rison A rtillery  in the final. A  very  nice 
cup was presented, which now  adorns the 
S e rg e a n ts ’ M ess sideboard. T h e first 
team have ju st w on the S in gapore L eagu e, 
in which they did not lose a m atch.

P . W . D . L .  F . A . P ts .

M iddlesex R e g t  8 7 1 o 14 5 15
Sin gapore C ricket Club 8 5 0 3 17 7 10
Singapore Chinese F . A . 8 2  1 5  11 10 5
Singapore R ecreational

Club .............................8 1 3 4  4 7 5
R .G .A ..................................8 1 3 4  5 22 5

T h e Second E leven  have not been so 
fortunate, and finished fifth down the 
Second L e a g u e  T ab le . T h e  F irst Team  
are now  after the S in gapore Cup. I f  they 
are fortunate enough to win this cup, the 
hat trick  w ill constitute a record in 
Singapore.

T h e Cricket Team  have been carryin g 
on very  w ell, although they have not com e 
up to the form  that was show n in Cairo. 
T h e  curious th ing about S in gapore is that 
cricket and football are run at the same 
tim e, and that m ay account fo r the lack

o f form  in cricket. T h ere  is a Garrison 
Cricket L e a g u e , in which the fou r com ­
panies have team s. “ A ”  Com pany have 
done the best, and are third dow n the 
table. F o rt Can n ing, which is the H ead­
quarters here, are on top, and naturally 
th ey have a num ber of good  cricketers to 
choose from . M ajo r T . C . Spring,
D .S .O ., w ho has just arrived in this 
country to take over duties o f G .S .O ., 
is a C o un ty player, and plays for Fort 
Canning.

Th e H o ck ey  Team  have played a 
num ber o f friendly gam es, and are doing 
very  w ell.

T h e H o ck ey  L e a g u e  is b ein g started.

S E R G E A N T S ’ M E S S .
It seems alm ost like pre-w ar days to 

once again  be able to chronicle our doings 
in our own particular Journal.

W heth er our literary talent will attain 
the heights reached b y the pre-war 
veterans is another m atter.

H o w ever, we w ill trust that should these 
notes com e under the critical eye of any 
o f our predecessors that w e shall be 
treated leniently.

But what a lot of w ater has passed 
under L ondon  B rid ge  since the last 
num ber of our Journal was published and 
w hat g reat changes have taken place.

V e r y  few  of the old faces rem ain, but 
the yo u n ger generation is nobly uphold­
in g  the old traditions and carryin g  on.

Since the begin n ing of the year one or 
tw o changes have taken place. Sergt. 
Shoem aker “  Jock ”  H um phrey, Sergt. 
T a ilo r B easley 'an d  S e rg t. D rm r. Siddons 
have all proceeded to “  B lig h ty .”  C .S .M . 
W . Sperry, M .C ., S e rg t. Brat by, Sergt. 
W allace, S e rg t. T u n g a te , L ./ S e rg ts . 
H art and Connors have joined us from 
home. In addition, the following_ mem­
bers have joined us on p rom otion : — 
S erg ts. F o x , Capel, W ilson , and Peck, 
L ./ S e r g ts . W ilson , Banfield. M ewett, 
Leatherb y, T u rn er, and E gan .

T h ese  additions have b ro u gh t us practi­
cally up to establishm ent, but even so we 
could still do w ith m ore. (A sk  the duty 
S e r g e a n ts !)

Sport still plays its part in the hom e and 
social side o f the M ess.

Since our arrival in the Station the hard 
tennis court has been put into condition,
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and each evening is fu lly occupied. It is 
rum oured that several m em bers, with their 
eyes on the Tennis Cham pionship, have 
been putting in private practice ju st after 
daybreak.

A t billiards we are “  cock of the w alk .”  
H ere, as in m ost m ilitary stations, we 
have a S erg ea n ts’ M ess “  B illiards’ 
L e a g u e ,”  and out o f due respect to the 
Garrison we entered an “ A  ”  and “  B ”  
T  earn.

So far, we have only suffered one defeat, 
and that by our B ”  Team .

It is possible that we are too stro n g  for 
the opposition; if so, it is likely that we 
m ight be barred the Com petition next 
year. H ow ever, fo r the time we are 
sm iling.

A t the present time the M ess is rather 
well off for athletes. A sk  our R .S .M .

A s a runner he has no equal. W hen 
com peting in the S e rg e a n ts ’ Race at the 
Regim ental Sports he g o t off the m ark 
when nobody was looking, and by virtue 
o f  keeping his head up and chin well in 
g o t home quite com fortablv.

Practice m akes p e rfec t; at least they tell 
one so.

Cricket and football m atches play their 
usual part, and we are in the happy posi­
tion of being able to field three or four 
Regim ental players in each team.

Consequently we are able to put up a 
fair show.

A s m ight be im agined, each match is a 
social function on a small scale, and by 
this means we get to know  our neighbours 
and add in no small w ay to our popularity.

I alm ost fo rgo t, but really 1 ought to 
tell you before closing that wre have a few 
G ardening E xperts am ong the mem bers 
of our M ess.

O u r greatest are, as would be im agined, 
the members who have m ost recently 
joined us from home. K n o w led ge is 
everyth ing, and since the arrival of our 
new members gardening has made great 
strides.

Sad to relate, experience is alw ays the 
butt of the w it, and in consequence one of 
our w ags (lookin g for a new source of 
amusement) handed one of our agricu l­
turalists some seeds for planting.

These w ere duly planted and religiously 
w atered for a period of three w eeks or 
more. Careful inspection each m orning 
failed to find any shoots above ground,

so the plot was accord ingly  d u g  up, only 
to find that the seeds handed ‘over for 
planting w ere “  ball b earin g s.”

M ost m em bers o f the M ess are now- 
busy planting pieces o f m etal w ith a view 
to raising a crop o f m otor-bicycles.

In closing, the m em bers of the M ess 
wish the m anagem ent o f the new venture 
every  success, and trust that this time 
n othing will interfere w ith its future 
prosperity.

“  H o p e l e s s . ”

C O R P O R A L S ’ R O O M .

Since the arrival of the B attalion  in 
S in gapore the im provem ents made have 
been many and varied, and the M ess now  
possesses a m ost cheery and com fortable 
aspect.

In  consequence it is, as has alw ays been 
the case in times gone by, the M ecca of 
the jun ior N .C .O s . o f the B attalion.

I wonder, should “  W ag ash u s ”  read 
these notes, w hether he will still have 
visions of “  Y o u n g e r s .”  H o w ever, it is 
still ju st as warm  here as it used to be, 
so that it is quite possible to develop a 
thirst.

M onth ly D ances have been started, the 
first one being held in M ay. Th ese 
D ances have proved very  successful, and 
have been the m eans of adding m any 
friends.

Each  D ance is w ell supported b y the 
Sen ior M ess, w hose friends also attend in 
force.

W e aspire to still greater heights, and 
hope to at least rival the dancing p ro­
clivities of our Sergeants in the near 
future.

C ricket and F ootball are both g o in g  
stron g, and a series of m atches have been 
played against the E uropean W ardens and 
the W ireless O perators of Seletar.

W e em erged successful from  all en­
counters.

B o x in g  is our forte, inasmuch as we 
have youth 011 our side, to say n othing of 
ability. Both in and out of the rin g  we 
have met with success; in som e cases the 
opponents have been a trifle dam aged, but 
what of that! Y o u th  will out.

A  set-back was received a few  days ag o  
when w e challenged the S ergeants to  a 
cricket m atch.
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O u r batsm en w ere unable to cope w ith 
the w izard ry  of S erg ts. W ayte  and Capcl, 
w h o skittled us out fo r 63, the Sergeants 
then g o in g  in and m akin g 67 fo r four 
w ickets, w hen rain stopped the m atch.

H o w ever, w e hope to have our revenge 
shortly, w hen possibly a stro n ger team  
will be available. O f that m ore anon.

B y  the tim e our n ext notes appear in 
print w e hope to  be able to  g ive  you  much 
m ore news, as we are keenly lo o k in g  fo r­
w ard to the Com petition fo r the Singapore 
F o o tb all Cup and its attendant expedi­
tions.

“  C a p o r a l .

<S>-----   <8>

DEPOT NOTES.

C R I C K E T .

W E had a very  strenuous but successful 
season this year, p layin g in all 38 

m atches, w ith  the fo llo w in g  results : —  
W o n , 2 1; lost, 11 ; drawn, 6.

A m o n g st our opponents (and som etim es 
victim s) w ere So u th g ate , H am pstead 
H eathens, H am pstead, K in g ’ s C o llege, 
O ld  M erchant T a ylo rs , C o x  &  C o ., South 
H am pstead, ETniversity C o llege  O ld B oys, 
M .C .C .. T h e Cryptics, T h e W anderers, 
W oolw ich  G arrison, H am pstead N om ads, 
and P ublic Schools.

Space alone forbids from  g iv in g  all the 
averages o f the players, but special m en­
tion m ust be m ade of the very  excellent 
and consistently g o o d  b ow lin g of Sergt. 
D rm r. Sharpe, w ho accounted fo r 165 
w ickets at the cost o f only 11 runs apiece. 
T o  him w e ow e in a g reat m easure our 
successes.

T h at w e shall not have him next year is 
a m atter o f regret fo r us.

F O O T B A L L , 1922.
O u r team has been sadly depleted in 

consequence of the reduction of establish­
m ent, and w e do not aspire to w in the 
A rm y  Cup this season.

S o  far no L e a g u e  m atches have been 
played, but in a friendly gam e w ith a M ill 
H ill Team  w e won 6— I. Th is augurs 
w ell, perhaps.

T h e team this year i s : — G oal, Cpl. 
Th om as ; backs, S e rg t. Cam pbell, D .C .M .,

and Pte. Spiers; half-backs, C .S .M . 
W alker, M .M ., S e rg t. T isd a le , and 
L ./ C p l. N o rth co tt, M .M .; forw ards, 
L ./ C p l. Staines, Pte. Johnson, S ergt. 
H um phrey, D m r. Carnell, and L ./ C p l. 
F letcher, M .M .

<s>—  ---------.<$>

7th BATTALION NOTES.

S I N C E  the last publication o f these 
N otes, the m ost im portant event with 

which the Battalion has been concerned 
w as the A nnual T rain in g. A s  a full 
report of this appears elsew here in this 
issue, there is no need fo r further com ­
m ent here, but this opportunity cannot 
be allow ed to pass w ithout a w ord  of 
congratulation  to Captain T a it and his 
team , which tied for second place in the 
D ivisional Inter-U nit R ifle Cham pionship, 
and won the M iddlesex Shield fo r the 
Battalion.

N e xt to  the A nnual T rain in g, the m ost 
im portant part of the y e ar’s w o rk  during 
the last four m onths has been m usketry. 
Instructional practices and standard tests 
have been carried out on tw elve occasions 
between M ay and Septem ber, at Bisley, 
and a lthough  the w eather th roughout this 
period could hardly be described as excel­
lent fo r sh ootin g, the Battalion has, 011 
the w hole, been very  lucky, and has had 
som e v ery  g o o d  sh ootin g days.

R ecen tly  a b o x in g  tournam ent w as held 
at the D rill H all of “ C ”  Com pany, at 
Tottenham , in aid o f the Prince of W ales 
H ospital, w hich is in that C o m pan y’s 
recruitin g area. Several well-know n 
b oxers, including “  K id  ”  L e w is— alw ays 
a g reat attraction— g a ve  their services, 
with the result that the tournam ent was 
a g reat success, and a large  sum was 
handed over to the H ospital.

A t  present the energies of the Battalion 
in the sports direction are en gag ed  111 
g e ttin g  to g eth er a football team w orthy 
of representing it in the T .A .  Cham pion­
ships, and hopes are entertained that it 
will g o  much further than in previous 
years.

“  B  ”  Com pany are arran g in g  a further 
series of dances, w hist drives, etc., which 
w ill continue th rough out the w inter, and 
th ey will be glad to see m en of other 
com panies and units at N orthfield H all.
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1 lig h g a tc , at any o f these, which are 
usually held 011 a Saturday evening.

It is hoped that the M em orial to those 
o f the Battalion who fell during the G reat 
W a r will be unveiled on a Sunday a fter­
noon early in N ovem ber. T h e M em orial, 
which takes the form  of an oak screen, 
form s a distinctive part of a M em orial 
Chapel in F lornsey Parish Church. On 
the screen will appear the badges o f the 
R egim ent and the Battalion, the names of 
the various detachments, as they w ere in 
1914, and, inscribed on vellum , a com plete 
list of all who were killed or died of 
wounds or disease.

A n announcement o f the date and 
arrangem ents o f the u nveiling w ill appear 
in due course in the local newspapers.

.-— *<£

8th BATTALION NOTES.

q P H E  Battalion has com pleted the 
m usketry fo r this year by four w eek­

end camps at Bisley, and in each case had 
g o o d  w eather fo r firing.

A  very  good  landscape targ et has been 
made by the Perm anent Staff Instructor, 
on the lines of the one at H ythe, at 
Staines D rill H all; and it is intended to 
construct others at com pany drill halls 
during the com ing winter.

A  Battalion church parade took place 
at H ounslow  on 25th July the Band and 
Drum s attending, the Battalion m arching 
to  St. G e o rg e ’s Church, Brentford.

A  Guard o f H onour was provided from  
<lA ”  and “ B ”  Com panies on the occa­
sion of the opening of Tw ickenham  United 
Services Institute.

B ”  Com pany paraded for the un­
veiling o f the B rentford  Gas Com pany 
W ar M em orial.

“ C ”  Com pany paraded fo r the un­
veiling o f the Staines Linoleum  Com pany 
W ar M em orial.

Th e football season havin g commenced 
the com pany team s are playin g in the 
local leagues.

H .Q . W in g .— 1st team. H ounslow  and 
District Prem ier L ea g u e  and South W est 
M iddlesex L ea g u e; 2nd team , H ounslow  
and D istrict Junior L eagu e.

“  B  ”  Com pany.— 1st team , H anw ell 
and D istrict Junior L e a g u e ; 2nd team, 
friendly m atches.

“  C  ”  Com pany.— H ou n slow  and D is­
trict Prem ier L e a g u e .

T h e  B attalion  will be en terin g a team  
fo r the D ivisional A ssociation  F ootball 
Com petition.

<$>-------— — «<*>

9th BATTALION NOTES.

K Y  the tim e that this second num ber of 
the Journal appears, the days w ill be 

shortening, and the first breath of w inter 
m akin g itself felt. It w ill, therefore, 
seem  som ew hat ancient h istory to be re­
lating notes o f the Sum m er Cam p and 
July B isley  M eetin gs.

W e  m ust, how ever, rem ind our readers 
that, o w in g  to the exigencies o f printing, 
our notes fo r the last num ber w ere  sent 
to press on ioth  June, and such item s as 
the July Inspection, etc., w ere to o  late 
fo r inclusion in the Sum m er N um ber.

T H E  R I F L E  C L U B .

A  very  enjoyable and successful w eek­
end camp was held at B isley on the 24th 
and 25th June, w hich w as devoted entirely 
to m usketry.

O n Sunday, 25th June, the Battalion 
Cups w ere shot for, and som e very  fine 
sh o o tin g  w as put up by L ieu t.-C o lo n el 
H ew ett and Captain Lam o nt, in the

C olonel Flarris ”  Cup shoot (fo r officers 
only). A fte r  som e very  close scores on 
the respective ranges, it resulted in a tie 
between these tw o officers. N o tew o rth y 
sco rin g  w as also m ade by 2/Lieuten an t 
F u rlo n g , and it should be m entioned that 
the w hole o f the firing w as carried out 
under unfavourable conditions in som e­
w hat inclem ent w eather. T h e  "  W y att ”  
Cup (shot fo r by all ranks below  com m is­
sioned officers) was won by C .S .M . 
Todm an, with a score of five points 
below  the winners o f the “  C olonel 
H arris ”  Cup shoot. C .Q .M .S . L inth- 
w aite came second w ith one point 
below . T h e “  H arvey  L e w is  ”  Cup (for 
all ranks w ho had enlisted since Tune, 
1920, and had not previou sly served with 
any other unit) was w on  b y P rivate 
Putw ain.
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O n  Sunday even in g, 9th July, the B at­
talion sent down fou r representatives to 
the annual B isley M eeting, at Bisley, con­
sistin g o f one second lieutenant, one 
sergean t-m ajor, and tw o sergeants. G ood 
luck attended the opening of the m eeting, 
as regards the w eather, which had been 
m ost unfavourable right up to the day.

C .S .M . Todm an, who won several 
sw eepstakes later in the m eeting, was only 
one point below  w inning one of the prizes 
in the “  K in g ’s .”

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O —  
Captain H en ry Sherw ood, on the arrival 

of a son.
Captain F o x , on his prom otion to 

“  sk ipper.”

L I E U T .- C O L O N E L  H E W E T T , T .D .
It is, perhaps, the custom  to eulogize 

those who leave us, and thus, to strangers, 
it m ay seem to deteriorate from  the value 
of our w ords. B ut to all w ho knew  our 
late Com m anding Officer, w hether it was 
their p rivilege  to know  him intim ately, 
or their m isfortune to know  him only 
slightly, the sincerity of our rem arks w ill . 
not be doubted.

It is not our intention to em bark upon 
his b iograph y in this very  b rief apprecia­
tion— his record with the Battalion from 
which he has ju st retired, and which he 
com manded on active service in the E ast, 
and also during the post-w ar period of 
reconstruction, is too w ell known to 
enlarge upon.

But in this, our verbal tribute to 
Colonel H ew ett, upon his departure, we 
feel that w e m ay be perm itted to say that 
his kindly consideration and capable com ­
m and has caused him to  be both endeared 
to and respected by all ranks, and has 
infused into the Battalion  a spirit o f good  
com radeship and high m orale.

U pon his departure C olonel H ew ett 
issued the fo llo w in g  farew ell order to his 
troop s: “  O n relinquishing the Comm and 
of the B attalion, the Com m anding Officer 
wishes to thank all ranks for the loyal and 
cheerful support which he has invariably 
received from  them  during his period of 
Com m and— a support which he is( sure 
they w ill continue to  g iv e  to his suc­
cessor— and particularly to con gratu late 
them on the keenness and en ergy shown

th rou gh out the recent Annual T rain in g, 
during which the B attalion  has made 
m arked p rogress in efficiency. T o  have 
com m anded the Battalion on active service 
and also during the difficult period of re­
construction after the w ar, w ill alw ays 
remain one of the proudest m em ories of 
his life. H e w ishes all ranks the best o f 
luck in the future, and assures them that 
his interest in, and affection for, the old 
Battalion will never cease.”

In conclusion, if I m ay speak personally, 
as a subaltern, I venture to echo the 
feelin gs of all m y ju n ior fellow  officers in 
stating that it has been an unquestionable 
honour to have served under such a Com ­
m anding Officer as C olonel H ew ett, even 
th ough  to som e o f us the period of 
service under his com mand m ay have been 
o f som ewhat short post-w ar duration.

It is also our wish to com bine w ith our 
deep feelin gs of regret at the departure 
o f C olonel H ew ett our heartiest w elcom e 
to our new Com m anding Officer, L ieut. 
C o lon ef B each, w ho has for so lo n g  been 
our esteem ed Second-in-Com m and.

T H E  J U L Y  B A T T A L I O N  
I N S P E C T I O N .

O n Saturday, 8th July, the Battalion 
paraded at H eadquarters at 1800 hours, and 
m arched, headed by both bands, to G lad­
stone P ark, w here they w ere inspected 
by the H on. C olonel of the Battalion, 
C olonel J. L . B lum feld, T .D . A fter 
review ing the troops, Colonel Blumfeld 
inspected a large  num ber of old com rades 
who w ere on parade. In his address to 
the m en C olonel B lum feld said he was 
delighted w ith the soldier-like bearing, 
sm artness and steadiness of the parade. 
T h e Battalion then form ed up, the old 
com rades being given  a place of honour 
behind the band, and m arched back to 
H eadquarters at 2000 hours. A fte r  the 
parade was dismissed a Bohem ian concert 
took place in the D rill H all, which was 
beautifully decorated, over 500 old com­
rades, w ives and friends being present. An 
excellent program m e w as arranged, and 
a very  enjoyable evening spent. O ne of 
the ch ief features of the program m e was 
the trom bone solo, “  T ru m p eter,”  by 
Bandsm an H ulbert, which produced loud 
and repeated cheers. Th e fine playin g of 
the Battalion Band, under the conductor-
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ship of M r. H . J. R ouse, w as one of the 
features of the evening.

D u rin g the evening C olonel G. Beach 
made a very interesting speech, and said 
that one o f the three m em orials to be 
erected by the Battalion was 011 view  at 
the building, and he invited the old com ­
rades to take an opportunity o f inspecting 
it. He also stated that subscriptions were 
still required, and that they should be 
sent to the care of the local Treasurer, at 
H eadquarters. Th e announcem ent of 
another reunion concert, to take place on 
Saturday, Septem ber 30th, was greeted 
with loud applause.

A  very enjoyable evening terminated 
with the band playing the R egim ental 
M arch, “  God Bless the Prince of W a les ,”  
and the N ational Anthem .

The w ork o f a small body of N .C .O s. 
and men responsible for decoratin g the 
hall and preparation of the concert de­
serves the highest praise.

S P O R T S .
Som e excellent b o xin g  tournam ents 

have been held at H eadquarters 011 
various occasions, and am ong som e of the 
famous boxers billed to appear at these 
tournam ents was “  B attlin g  S ik i,”  about 
eighteen months ago.

The O ctober fixtures fo r the Battalion 
football team are as fo l lo w :— O ct. 7th, 
home 7-. Airdale U nited; O ct. 14th, hom e 
v. Carp Diem ; O ct. 21st, aw ay v. W illes- 
den W anderers; O ct. 28th, hom e v. W il- 
lesden O ld B oys.

T H E Y  S A Y —
That at the Sum m er Camp several 

officers made a study of the habits of 
earw igs.

That the “  D o c .”  even took som e home 
to H arley Street!

Th at thunderstorm s are a good  idea for 
w ashing tents.

That a certain insurance com pany has 
just issued an O verw orked  Su balterns’ 
Liability Policy.

That a certain Club T reasu rer has actu­
ally been seen attending a com m ittee 
m eeting on one occasion! (W e hear, on 
good  authority, that the effort proved too 
m uch.— E d .)

That one o f our ardent “  B Com pany 
subalterns went to hear a G ilbert and 
Sullivan recital of “  Patience ”  the other 
evening, and returned hom e w ith a new 
version o f the fam ous so n g from  the opera 
in question. It ran som ething like this : 

”  Conceive me, if you  can,
A  th o ro u gh ly  live yo u n g  m an!
A  lega l adviser,
Each day g ro w in g  w iser,
Learn ed  in law y o u n g  m an;
A  keen six  and e igh t y o u n g  man,
A  fee while you  w ait y o u n g  man,
A  ”  going-to-the-bar ”
(W hat a sham e i t ’s so fa r !)
D on n in g the w ig  yo u n g  m an; 
Conceive me, if you  can,
A  Sam -B row n e and khaki yo u n g  man, 
A  m ost energetic,
Peripatetic,
H a r d  as a C a s t l e  yo u n g  m an! ”

C O N T R I B U T I O N S

from  Com pany Officers and the S e rg e a n ts ’ 
M ess will be welcom ed, which deal with 
Battalion news. Send all notes (while 
you rem em ber th em !) to 2/Lieutenant 
R . M . L ester, 22, Y a le  C o urt, W est 
H am pstead, N .W .

S E R G E A N T -M A J O R  P U R D U E

D u rin g  the A nnual T rain in g, at Shorn- 
cliffe, S ergean t-M ajo r H . G. Purdue 
retired after 21 y e a rs ’ service, and his 
fellow  w arrant officers and sergean ts 
presented him w ith a case o f pipes prior 
to his departure. T h e M ess w as crow ded 
on the occasion o f his ”  send-off.”  and 
the O fficers’ M ess w as represented by 
Captain R o g ers. R .S .M . B easley made 
the presentation, and m entioned that 
during the past tw o years and a h alf 
S e rg t.-M a jo r Purdue had been their 
instructor, and they all regarded  him as 
a jo lly  good  fellow , and w ere exceed in gly  
sorry  to lose him. H e had a v ery  happy 
disposition and never lost his tem per. 
[Y e t  a sergean t-m ajor! ! !— E d . ]  T h ey 
hoped the little g ift which they asked him 
to accept that night w ould rem ind him of 
the good  times th ey had spent to geth er. 
(Cheers). S e rg t.-M a jo r  Purdue, in reply, 
referred to the spirit of go o d  com radeship



34 THE DIE-HARDS

he had a lw ays found in the 9th, and he 
exp ressed  his reg ret that he w as com ­
pelled to leave them . H e had tried to 
extend his en gag em en t, but w ithout suc­
cess. P robably  he w ould  not be far from  
Pound-lane fo r som e tim e to com e, and 
he hoped very  frequently to g iv e  his old 
com rades a look-in. H e thanked them 
all fo r their kind and thoughtfu l g ift, 
which he g rea tly  appreciated. (Cheers.) 
L a ter, the S ergean t-M ajo r w as drawn 
round the camp on a lim ber, decorated and 
arranged  as a chariot. T h e R egim ental 
Band headed the procession, and every­
w here he had a very  warm  and enthusiastic 
reception.

O B I T U A R Y .
W e  greatly  regret to report the death, 

during A u g u st, o f Lieutenant H arris 
(“  Sm iler ”  H arris), a form er and very  
popular officer of the B attalion, and at 
the time of his death on our list o f T .A . 
R eserve  Officers.

TERRITORIAL TIDINGS.

r v E A R  M r. E d ito r,—
*** In response to  yo u r request, I ’ ll do 
m y best (no, this is not poetry*)— like the 
P rairie Pianist— to g iv e  you  a syncopated 
synopsis o f the recent Annual T ra in in g  of 
the M iddlesex and S u ssex  Infan try B ri­
gade (T .A .) .

F o r  the benefit o f the tyros, it should be 
stated that the three T erritoria l Battalions 
of the R egim en t (i.e ., 7th, 8th and 9th), 
togeth er w ith the 4th B attalion  R oyal 
S u ssex  R egim en t (T .A .) , form  the 
M iddlesex and S u ssex  Infan try  B rigad e, 
which is com m anded by C olonel R . J. 
K en tish , C .M .G ., D .S .O .,  late R o ya l Irish 
Fusiliers.

T h e  B rigade proceeded to D ibgate 
Cam p, Shorncliffe, on Sunday, July 30th, 
and in a very  short time all ranks were 
settled dow n like “  soldiers to the m anner 
b o rn .”

W e found ourselves in close proxim ity 
to  the S u rrey  T errito ria l B rig ad e, with the 
H eadquarters o f our D ivision  (44th, H om e

[♦Quite right.— E d . ]

Counties), D ivisional S ign als, R .A .S .C ., 
and R .A .O .C .,  near by.

D u rin g  the first w eek tra in ing was 
chiefly devoted to battle form ations, which 
w ere duly explained, dem onstrated, exe­
cuted, repeated, and som etim es bungled 
by sections, platoons, and com panies, 
under their own com m anders, and finally 
by B attalions w o rk in g  as a w hole.

In com piling the various train ing p ro­
gram m es it w as very  evident that great 
efforts had been m ade to render the prac­
tices attractive as w ell as instructive.

O n  July 31st the Inspector-G eneral of 
T ra in in g  paid us a visit, and expressed 
his satisfaction at the appearance of the 
men and the w ork  in hand.

O n Tuesday, A u g u st 1st, a very  excel­
lent dem onstration was given  by a platoon 
o f the 1st Battalion R oyal Irish Fusiliers 
(stationed at Shorncliffe), under Capt.
C. S. T u ely .

Several very  sound train ing ideas were 
expounded, especially w ith regard  to sec­
tional leadership. A nd if we did laugh at 
the description of him self given  by 
“  N um ber-r-r siven wid the lim ber-r-r ” 
w e all went aw ay firm ly convinced that the 
day we can produce such leaders and sec­
tions our battle is won.

O n  Saturday, A u g u st 5th, w e had a 
“ D ou b le  E v e n t,”  fo r the D ivision al Rifle 
M eetin g  w as held on H ythe R an ges in the 
m orn in g, and a “  F la g g e d  A ttack  
D em onstration  w as given  to the “  M r. 
W in kles ”  of the B rig ad e by L ieu t.- 
Colonel R . S . M urray-W hite, D .S .O .,  and 
the 8th B attalion  at the same time.

In connection w ith these events, it has 
been saucily su ggested  that one Battalion 
go t its parties m ixed up and sent them 
to the w ro n g places.

So  far as our B rig ad e is concerned, the 
7th B attalion  are to be con gratulated  on 
the splendid attem pt their team  made 
(under the leadership of L ieut.-C olo nel
C. H . Pank, C .M .G ., D .S .O ., T .D .)  to 
win the Team  Cham pionship, in which 
th ey tied fo r second place. S e rg t. Chase, 
o f the same Battalion, won the P ool Shoot 
at 200 yards, and was eighth in the 
Individual Championship. and C.S.M. 
W estley, of the 8th B attalion, was second 
at P o ol-sh ootin g and eleventh in the 
Cham pionship.
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O ther prize-winners in the Individual 
Cham pionship w e r e : —

Capt. T a it, 7th Battalion, 19th.
Lieut.-C olo nel Pank, 7th Battalion, 

22nd.
Capt. M aitland, 7th B attalion, 29th.
L ieu t. P. F . M urray, 8th Battalion, 

38th.
T h e m anner in which the 8th Battalion 

“  shook itself out ”  in its “  F la g g e d  A t ­
tack ”  D em onstration, and the obvious 
know ledge o f all ranks of the various 
essential form ations and m ovem ents, 
proved that the principles and the drill laid 
down in the countless manuals and 
books of instruction had been well assim i­
lated— vide H ints on Train in g.

On Sunday there was a short B rigade 
Church Service, follow ed by a B rigade 
M assed Band and Drum  perform ance.

A t this stage, h avin g dealt with our first 
w eek ’s “  d o in gs,”  I think I m ay venture 
to m eander to m ore m undane m atters.

It should be made clear that this effusion 
is the result of each T erritoria l Battalion 
having sent you notes, which started 
som ething in this style : —

7th B attalion.— “  D ear M r. E d ito r,—- 
N ext to the achievem ents of our Battalion 
at the Divisional Rifle M eetings the out­
standing feature of the train ing w as the 
m anner in which we nearly won the B ri­
gade Transport Com petition, e tc .”

8th B attalion.— “  D ear M r. E d ito r,—  
Th e greatest effort put up during the 
training was that o f the 8th Battalion in 
w inning the ‘ A lbuhera Cup, e tc .”

9th B attalion.— “  D ear M r. E d ito r,—  
W e ’re topping at T o rch ligh t T atto o s, 
etc. ”

Q uite right. Th e above statem ents are 
all accurate and beyond contradiction, and 
as an exhibition of esprit de corps the style 
displayed is undoubtedly “  the g o o d s .”  
But I venture to su g g est that the B ri­
gad e ’s greatest achievem ent was the 
pride all ranks took in their units and 
their successful endeavour to uphold the 
unparalleled reputation of their R egim ents 
at w ork and at play.

Officers and N .C .O s. invariably attended 
special dem onstrations and lectures in the 
afternoon, but w ork was over for the men 
011 most days by dinner time.

A lth ou gh  the camp was som e distance 
from  Folkestone, a special service of

m oto r-’buses provided an easy m eans of 
g e ttin g  there and back.

F o r  those w ho preferred to remain in 
or near camp there w ere football grounds, 
and g o o d  canteens and concerts provided 
by the N .A .A .F .I . ;  also a large  R ecrea­
tional T en t run by the Y .M .C .A .

T h e 7th B attalion  Co ncert P arty, under 
R .S .M . Price, gave  several excellent 
entertainm ents. T h e 8th B a tta lio n ’s

[ c r y  ] S tr ik e  o u t  w o rd s  y o u r  fa n c y
nr ) yell [ d icta te s , o r  s u b s titu te  som e-

a 1 w hoop j th in g  m ore h o rrib le , i f  y o u  ca n

( w ail J think of it-
killed all their earw igs. A n  ancient 
w arrior, one R o g e r  Rum , was apparently 
in the habit o f w aftin g  th rou gh  the camp 
at m idnight, and a certain Q uarterm aster 
is reported to have warbled hym ns at 
“ R éveillé .”  So  you  see w e w ere alw ays 
m erry and bright.

W e w ere truthfu lly  told by a leading 
local lum inary that F olkeston e possesses 
m ore beautiful g irls to the square mile 
than any other tow n in the w orld. U n ­
doubtedly! and our D ivisional despots 
knew  o f it.*

Y o u  m ay im agine therefore that m any 
of us rushed to F olkeston e as often as we 
could, and w ere all proud o f the fact that 
not one untow ard incident occurred in the 
tow n as a result.

But revenons à nos bully boeuf, as they 
say in the M essin g B o o k  (which, inci­
dentally, the Inspector of C aterin g  re­
ported som e of us fo r not keeping), w e 
m ust hark back to the training.

W e w orked on m ore am bitious lines in 
our second w eek. B attalion  and B rigade 
operations w ere the order o f the day .

A  detachm ent o f the R .A .F . from  Farn- 
b orou gh  put up a m ost thrillin g display on 
the Tuesday, and also gave  us an interest­
in g  exhibition of w ireless telephony.

O n the same afternoon the Field Officers 
and Com pany Com m anders participated in 
a B rigad e T o u r. T h e operations indulged 
in are, unfortunately, shrouded in m ystery, 
to the consequent dism ay and disappoint­
ment of m any eminent m ilitary historians.

O u r strategists all w ore a w orried  look 
as the time of departure for the scene 
of carnage drew near. T h e B rigade 
O rd erly  was heard to say that it reminded 
him of the approach of “  Z e r o .”  A s it

[♦They d id , t h a t ’s w h y  t h e y  d id n ’t  g o  to  S a lis ­
b u ry  P la in .— E d . ]
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is recorded that the B rig ad ier dallied with 
his dinner that n ight, and went to bed at 
9 p .m ., w e fear the w orst.

T h e  n ext day w e indulged in B rigade 
operations (a continuation of the scheme 
propounded in the B rig ad e T o u r), which 
w ere u nfortunately cut short by adverse 
w eather ju st when the attack was d evelop ­
in g  on sound lines, and show ed m uch 
prom ise (vide the D ivisional Com m ander’s 
N otes).

W e  returned to camp soaked to the 
skin, but, fortunately, clean, dry clothing- 
had been th oughtfu lly  provided there for 
all.

W e continued the B rig ad e operations on 
T hursday, this time in the Canteen, w here 
all the U m pires and Officers and W arran t 
and N .C .O s . assem bled fo r a conference. 
Som e very  original tactical ideas w ere dis­
closed, particularly by the jun iors. It 
should be stated that this conference took 
place before opening time.

O n T h u rsd ay n ight, in response to a 
request by the M ayo r, a T o rch ligh t T a tto o  
w as carried out at F olkeston e by the 9th 
B attalion, aided by the M assed Band and 
D rum s of the B rigad e, and was adjudged 
by those present to be the m ost successful 
ever held in the tow n. O ve r 10,000 people 
paid fo r adm ission, the proceeds being 
given  to the R o y a l V icto ria  H ospital.

U n d er ideal 'conditions the B rigad e 
Sports w ere held at the Shorncliffe 
Stadium  on F rid ay afternoon, A u g u st 
n t h .  T h e y  w ere a huge success, and 
m ost creditable to all concerned. A  C o m ­
m ittee, under M ajo r E . E . F . B aker,
D .S .O ., M .C ., 8th Battalion, had worked 
very  hard, and left no detail to chance. 
Consequently the show  went oil w ithout a 
hitch.

I. say “  show  ”  advisedly, because there 
was not one dull m om ent from  start to 
finish. I need not say w hy. O u r B rigade 
gains reflected athletic g lo ry  by its present 
stron g connecting link with the A rm y 
.Sport C ontrol Board.

W ith  such an experienced guide and 
counsellors at hand, you  m ay guess that 
w e are never at a loss for ideas, gear, or 
enthusiasm.

T h e D rum s of the 87th R egim en t kindly 
appeared, and g a ve  us an exhibition of 
drum m ing, fifing, drill and precision which 
I am sure is second to none, and was 
g rea tly  appreciated by our boys.

T h e “  A lbuh era  ”  Ch allen ge Cup for 
the battalion w hose com petitors gained 
m ost points at the m eeting w as won by 
the 8th B attalion, the 9th Battalion  being 
not far behind, with the 7th Battalion 
third.

T h e  4th Bn. R o ya l S u ssex  Regiment- 
won the T ran sp o rt Com petition, the 7th 
Battalion running them  very  close.

O n Saturday the B rig ad e m arched into 
F olkeston e, w here the M assed Bands and 
Drum s perform ed on the L eas, to the 
m anifest delight of the inhabitants and 
visitors. Subsequently w e m arched past 
the B rigad e Com m ander at the T o w n  
H all, w here the M ayo r and Corporation 
had assem bled in their robes of office.

G reat adm iration w as expressed by the 
spectators at the sm art, soldierly appear­
ance of the B rigad e. It w as a pity that 
the style of our equestrians was so much 
cram ped by the term s o f the fo llo w in g  
B rig ad e O r d e r : —

“ N o horse, w hose m anners, 
appearance, or gait is likely to evoke 
the m irth or unfavourable comment 
of the tow nspeople, is to be taken on 
the m arch .”

A la s ! m ost of us had to leave our fiery 
steeds behind, ju st when w e w ished to cut 
a dash.

M ention has been made in these notes 
of the 4th Bn. R oyal Su ssex  R egim ent, 
and perhaps not so often as their deeds 
w arrant, but one has to rem em ber that we 
are w ritin g  fo r “  T h e D ieh ard s.”  Still, 
in sayin g that during our all too short 
com panionship with this B attalion  at 
B rigad e train ing w e found everyone, from 
C o lon el to drum m er b oy, to be fine soldiers 
and good  sports, I ’m sure I ’m but voicing 
the thoughts of all their pals in the 
M iddlesex R egim ent.

W e w ere all pleased to renew by proxy 
our acquaintance with our esteem ed late 
B rig ad e Com m ander, Brigadier-G eneral 
R . J. R oss, C .B ., C .M .G ., th rough  his 
son, Captain R . K . R oss, D .S .O ., M .C., 
T h e  Q u een ’s R o ya l R egim ent, w ho per­
form ed the duties of B rig ad e-M ajo r during 
the train ing.

H ad R egu lation s not forbidden the 
publication o f laudatory rem arks regard­
in g  individuals, w e w ould have added that 
he bids fair to achieve, by his tact and 
talent, the honoured position in the 
Service gained by his distinguished father.
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A s w e ’re not allow ed to say so, we w o n ’t.
These all too lo n g  notes m ay m ost aptly 

be closed by brief extracts from  the com ­
ments of our D ivisional and B rigade 
Com m anders resp ective ly : —

M ajor-G eneral Sir John L o n g le y , 
K .C .M .G ., C .B :, in his notes on the 
training said: —

“  Officers and N .C .O s . in the 
B rigade are well above the average 
in m ilitary know ledge, and apply it 
intelligently in dealing w ith a tactical 
situation. . . . . .  Th e p rogress made 
throughout the year reflects great 
credit upon all con cern ed.”

And our B rigade Com m ander has 
stated : —

“  I feel that I have the p rivilege 
of com m anding a very  efficient 
B rig ad e .”

W ell, th at’s all, M r. E ditor. W e re­
turned hom e from  D ib gate  Cam p on 
Sunday, A u g u st 13th.
“  N o more shall trenching war channel 

her fields,
“  N or bruise her flow erets with the armed 

h o o fs .”
Y o u rs  ever,

H U F F , J.

< S > ~ ----------- •<$>

REGIMENTAL  
ASSOCIATION NOTES.

H IS R oyal H ighness the Prince of 
W ales, K .G ., K .T .,  G .C .S .I .,

G .C .M .G ., G .C .I .E ., G .C .V .O .,  G .B .E ., 
M .C ., Colonel-in-Chief of the M iddlesex 
R egim ent, has graciously signified his 
intention to unveil the R egim ent W ar 
M em orial at M ill H ill B aracks, at 2.30 
p .m ., Saturday, 4th N ovem ber, 1922.

Applications fo r cards of adm ission to 
the cerem ony should be made to M ajor
F . S. Steed, D .C .M ., Th e B arracks, M ill 
H ill, N .W .7 .

T h e fo llow in g account of an entertain­
ment at Tottenham , given to fatherless 
children, is culled from  the Tottenkam  
and Edm onton W eekly Herald, Friday, 
January 6th, and should prove o f real 
interest to the many readers of the 
Journal who hail from  that district.

E N T E R T A I N E D  A T  T O T T E N H A M .

A  p a th e tic  rem in d e r  o f  th e  ra v a g e s  o f  w a r  
w a s  fu rn ish ed  b y  an  a s se m b ly  o f  1,200 fa th erless  
ch ild ren  in  th e  M u n icip a l H a ll, T o tte n h a m , on 
W e d n e sd a y  ev en in g . T h is  m o n ster N e w  Y e a r 's  
p a r t y  co n s isted  o f  l it t le  fo lk  w h o se fa th e rs  are  
n u m b ered  a m o n g st B r ita in ’s h e roic  d e a d , w h o  fell in 
th e  G re a t  W a r  ; an d  to  see so  m a n y  ty p e s  o f  ch ild ­
hood th u s  o rp h a n ed  sp o k e e lo q u e n tly  o f  ho m es 
b e re ft  o f  b rea d w in n e rs. In  m a n y  in s ta n ce s  th e re  
w ere th re e  or fo u r fro m  in d iv id u a l fam ilies, an d  a t  
le a s t  o n e w a s rep re sen ted  b y  f iv e  ch ild ren . T h e  
l it t le  g u e sts  w ere  rem in d e rs o f  th e  M id d le se x  m en 
w h o  e n tere d  M o n s in  th e  e a r ly  d a y s  o f  th e  w ar.

P r a c t ic a l  in te re st  in  th is  e v e n t  w a s  sh o w n  b y  
officers and m en o f  th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n ta l D ep o t, 
a t  M ill H ill, w h o  m o st g e n e ro u sly  su b scr ib ed  to  th e  
ch ild re n ’s te a  fu n d . In  th e  u n a v o id a b le  ab sen ce  o f  
th e  co m m a n d in g  officer, M a jo r  D u n d as , O .B .E .,  
se co n d -in -co m m an d , an d  M a jo r  S te e d  m a d e  a sp ecia l 
jo u r n e y  to  T o tte n h a m , an d  h a n d ed  to th e  T re a su re r  
a  ch eq u e  fo r /5 0 , th e  v o lu n ta r y  c o n tr ib u tio n s  o f  a ll  
ran k s. F ro m  th e  D e p o t, too , ca m e th e  b a n d  
ac co m p a n ie d  b y  s ix  b em e d a lled  n o n -co m m issio n ed  
o fficers an d t w e lv e  m en, tw o  or th re e  o f  w h o m  b e lo n g  
to  lo ca l fam ilies. T h e  p resen ce o f  M a jo r  S teed , 
w h o  is S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n ta l 
A ss o c ia tio n  w h ic h  lo o k s  a fte r  o ld so ld iers an d  t h e ir  
d e p en d en ts , em p h asised  th e  m easu re o f  k in d ly  
in tere st w h ic h  th o se  o n  th e  a c t iv e  lis t  t a k e  in  t h e  
w e ll-b e in g  o f  th e  tim e -e x p ire d  an d  th e  fa m ilie s  o f  
th e  fa llen  w ith in  th e  re c ru itin g  a re a  o f  th e  “  D ie -  
h a r d s ."

B y  th e  good o ffices o f  M r. J. S au n d ers, o f  th e  
C a n a d ia n  R in k , th e  p ro g ra m m e led off w ith  a n  
a fte rn o o n ’s e n te rta in m e n t o f  th e  ch ild ren  in  t h a t  
p o p u la r  p ic tu re  h o u se. H e re  th e  B a n d  an d  o th e r  
so ld ie rs re c e iv e d  th e  gu ests, w h o  m arch ed  in to  th e ir  
s e a ts  w h ile  th e  m u sic ian s p la y e d  p o p u la r  airs. A n  
e x c e lle n t  se le ctio n  o f  p ic tu re s  a ffo rd ed  th e  y o u n g ­
sters a  co u p le  o f  h o u rs ' ra re  a m u se m en t, w h ic h  th e y  
th o ro u g h ly  e n jo y e d . H e a d ed  b y  th e  B a n d , t h e y  
th e n  p ro cessio n ed  to  th e  H a ll, th e  so ld ie rs k in d ly  
a ssistin g  so m e o f th e  sm a ller  ch ild ren  en ro u te . 
W ith in  th e  h a ll a  scen e of d e lig h t  a w a ite d  th e  b ig  
p a r t y .  T h a n k s  to  m a n y  v o lu n te e r  la d y  w o rk e rs , 
p iles o f  sa n d w ich es  an d  p la te s  o f  b rea d  an d  b u tte r , 
ca k e , e tc ., h a d  b een  p rep a red  an d  p la c ed  in  re a d i­
n ess o n  th e  ta b le s , w h ich  h a d  been  se t  o u t  m o st 
a r t is t ic a lly . U p o n  th e  s ta g e  sto o d  a  la rg e  C h r is t­
m as tre e  (the g if t  o f  M r. H en d erso n ) am id  th e  
b ra n c h es  b e in g  n u m ero u s c r y s ta l  e le c tr ic  lig h ts  ; 
a n d  a  rea l F a th e r  C h ristm a s (“  L e n  ”  V iv ia n )  
red -ro b ed  and w h ite-w h isk ered , w as an  a d d itio n a l 
rem in d e r o f  th e  fe s t iv e  season . G ra ce  w a s p la y e d  
b y  th e  B a n d  ; an d  th e  h u n d re d s o f  ch ild ren , a ll  
b ed eck ed  in  p a p er ca p s, soon  p la y e d  h a v o c  w ith  th e  
g en ero u s fa re  a w a itin g  th em . L a d ie s, C o m m itte e ­
m en  an d  so ld iers v ied  w ith  each  o th e r  in  w a it in g  
u p o n  th e  "  co n su m e rs,”  w h o se p e rfo rm a n c e s  o f  
"  th e  v a n is h in g  tr ic k  "  testified  to  h e a lth y  a p p e tite s . 
D u rin g  th e  te a  th e  B a n d  o f th e  D e p o t, M id d le se x  
R e g im e n t, p la y e d  se le ctio n s ; an d , su b se q u e n tly , 
c o n tr ib u te d  o th e r  p ie ce s w h ich  w ere  lu s t i ly  ta k e n  
u p  a n d  su n g  b y  th e  ch ild ren . W h e n  a t  le n g th , th e  
h o u r a rr iv e d  fo r d isp ersal, th e  ch ild ren  w ere  lined  
up, an d  as th e y  m arch ed  fro m  th e  h a ll  ea ch  o n e  
re c e iv e d  a  b a g  o f  sw ee ts, a n  o ra n g e  a n d  a  t o y , 
p a ssin g  th en c e  to  th e ir  w a it in g  m o th ers, t ire d , b u t  
o b v io u s ly  h a p p y  in  th e  p o ssession  o f th e ir  g ifts .

D u rin g  th e  ev en in g  C o u n cillo r  C la rk e  p la y e d  th e
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h o s t  t o  th e  officers fro m  M ill H ill an d  m em b ers o f 
t h e  C o m m itte e , a  d a in t ily  p rep ared  t e a  b e in g  p ro ­
v id e d  b y  M rs. T o w n le y  (the ca reta k er)  in  th e  
C h a irm a n ’s p r iv a t e  room .

C o u n cillo r  H a r v e y  to o k  t h a t  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  
p la c in g  o n  rec o rd  th e ir  k een  a p p re c ia t io n  o f  th e  
h o n o u r  o f b e in g  v is ite d  b y  th e  tw o  g a lla n t  g e n t le ­
m en  w h o  rep re sen ted  th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t. 
B u t  fo r  th e ir  d o n a tio n  th e  C o m m itte e  w o u ld  h a v e  
h a d  a  m u ch  m o re a n x io u s  t im e  in  o rg a n is in g  so 
la rg e  a  p a r t y .  T h e y  w ere  a n x io u s  to  assu re  th em  
o f  t h e  s in c e r ity  o f th e ir  th a n k s  ; a d d in g  t h a t  m a n y  
e x -s e rv ic e  m en in  th e  I n s t itu te  h a d  se rve d  in th e  
C o u n ty  R e g im e n t. H e  a lso  a c k n o w le d g e d  th e  
a s s is ta n c e  g iv e n  b y  th e  n o n -co m m issio n ed  officers 
a n d  m en ; a n d  on b e h a lf  o f  th e  C o m m itte e  h e to o k  
t h a t  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  th a n k in g  a ll— an d  th ro u g h  
th e m  th e  M id d le sex  A ss o c ia tio n — fo r  th e ir  h a n d so m e 
c o n tr ib u tio n .

C o u n cillo r  C la rk e  (w ho p res id e d  a t  th is  g ath erin g ) 
in  en d o rsin g  w h a t  h a d  been  sa id , rem a rk e d  on th e  
g en e ro u s sp ir it  in  w h ic h  th e  R e g im e n ta l au th o ritie s  
t o o k  th e  m a tte r  u p , w h ich  sh o w ed  t h a t  t h e y  d id  n o t 
fo rg e t  th e  ch ild ren  o f th e ir  fa lle n  co m rad es.

M a jo r  D u n d a s , in  re tu rn in g  th a n k s, exp ressed  
re g re t  t h a t  C o lo n el M iller w a s  u n a b le  to  be p resen t. 
T h e y  a ll fe lt  t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  h e lp  th e  ch ild ren  ; 
a n d  b e  co n g ra tu la te d  th e m  on th e  e x ce llen c e  o f  th e  
a rra n g em en ts .

O B I T U A R Y .

W ith  much reg ret we announce the 
death o f M rs. E liza  A n n  M orris, the w ife 
o f ex-C o lo u r-S ergean t E dw ard  M orris, 
which took place in L ondon  on the 20th 
A u g u st last.

T h e funeral, at P addin gton  Cem etery, 
was num erously attended by relatives and 
friends, am on gst the latter being M ajo r
F . S. Steed, D .C .M ., Captains J. L e e  and 
M . W . F arro w .

T h e  coffin w as borne to the graveside 
by the S ergeants o f the D epot, M iddlesex 
R egim ent.

T h e late M rs. M orris spent very  many 
years w ith her husband in the R egim ent, 
and was extrem ely popular.

W e extend to M r. M orris our very 
sincere sym pathy in his bereavem ent.

W e also learn w ith m uch regret the 
news of the death o f ex-S ergean t G eo rg e  
M eacher. which to o k  place at 62, Brockle- 
bury R oad, Earlsfield, on the 2nd O ct.

T h e late S ergeant M eacher, w ho joined 
the 1st Battalion in 1892, w as very  well 
know n as a prom inent cricketer, and was 
alw ays to the fore in m atters of sport. 
W e last saw  him at M ill H ill on A lbuhera 
D ay, p layin g fo r the “  Past ”  against the 
“  Present ”  m em bers of the R egim ent.

W e offer our deep sym pathy to the 
w idow  in her irreparable loss.

E R R A T U M .
A u g u st, 1922, N um ber.— P a g e  16, 

colum n 2, line 29: F o r  “  Co lon el J. G ore 
W h ite , C .M .G .,”  read “ Co lon el J . Grove- 
W hite , C .M .G .

“ THE STORMING OF 
SERINGAPATAM.”

[E xtracted  from  T h e H istory of the j j t h  
R egim en t, w ith the kind perm ission of 

M ajo r H . H . W o o llr ig h t.]

1799-
I N  1799 the intrigues of T ip p oo Sultan 
-*■ w ith the French, w ho had occupied 
E g y p t w ith a force under B uonaparte, and 
w ere planning an attack on the British 
possessions in India, b rou gh t about an­
other w ar w ith M ysore. T h e Bom bay 
G overnm ent, as in the previous w ar, fur­
nished a contingent to co-operate from 
M alabar with the main arm y, under 
G eneral (afterw ards L o rd ) H arris, assem ­
bled at V ello re . T h is contingent assembled 
at Cannanore, under M ajor-G eneral 
Stew art, and consisted of one European 
and tw o native infantry brigad es, with 
som e artillery and sappers. T h e  77th, 
693 stro n g, under L ieu t.-C o lo n el Dunlop, 
arrived at Cannanore on the 14th January, 
and with the B om bay E uropean R egim ent 
and the flank com panies o f the 75th H ig h ­
landers, form ed the Centre B rigade. 
L ieu t.-C o lo n el D unlop was appointed to 
the com mand of this brigade, and B revet 
Lieu t.-C o lo n el John M ontresor (senior 
m ajor), of the 77th, to that of the R ight 
B rig ad e, the com m and o f the R egim ent 
devolvin g on M ajo r Spry. T h e force, 
6,400 stro n g, m arched from  Cannanore 
fo r C o o rg  by the Poodicherram  Ghaut 
on the 21 st F ebru ary, and 011 the 25th 
reached the top of the pass, w here the 
77th encam ped to aw ait the arrival of 
stores and provisions, and p rotect them 
on their w ay up. O n the 1st M arch it 
advanced to Seedapore, on the frontiers 
o f C o o rg  and M ysore (about 90 miles 
from  Cannanore and 60 from  Seringa- 
patam ), and encam ped there with the main 
body.

G eneral Stew art had been ordered to 
take up a defensive position on the C o o rg  
frontier and await orders, but the thickly
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wooded nature of the country compelled 
him to disperse his troops in several 
detachments, affording each other mutual 
support as far as possible. L ieu t.-C olo nel 
M ontresor, with the R ig h t B rigad e, con­
sisting of three battalions of B om bay 
sepoys, occupied the h eight o f Seedaseer, 
11 miles in advance, which was o f the 
utmost im portance, being the only point 
from  which sign allin g com m unication 
could be m aintained w ith G eneral H arris, 
then near B angalore. O n the 6th M arch 
this advanced post w as furiously assailed 
by 12,000 M ysoreans, led by T ippoo in 
person, who had been enabled, by the 
denseness of the surrounding ju n gle , to 
approach alm ost unobserved. General 
Stew art, on receiving intelligence o f the 
attack, im m ediately m arched with the 77th 
and the flank com panies of the 75th, and 
reached the scene of action at half-past 
tw o. Th e enem y had penetrated to the 
rear of the British position, and by 
occupying the main road to Seedaseer 
had com pletely surrounded Colonel M on- 
treso r’s sepoys, w ho, a fter several h o u rs’ 
fighting, w ere exhausted with fatigue and 
alm ost at the end of their ammunition. 
H ow ever, the v igo ro u s onslaught o f the 
75th and 77th quickly cleared the Seedaseer 
road, and in half-an-hour they had fought 
their w ay through to Colonel M ontresor, 
the enemy fallin g back through the woods 
before them. A t tw enty m inutes past 
three the M ysoreans retreated in all direc­
tions, and left the British troops in posses­
sion of the field after an engagem ent 
lasting nearly six  hours. Both British 
and native troops received g reat credit for 
their behaviour in this action. Th eir 
losses amounted to not m ore than 143 
killed and wounded— the 77th lost a 
sergeant, drummer, and tw elve m en—  
while the number of M ysoreans killed and 
wounded came to nearly 1,500.

General Stew art remained in the neigh­
bourhood of Seedapore till the 7th A pril, 
when he marched fo r Seringapatam , and 
a week later joined G eneral H arris ’s arm y 
en gaged  in the siege o f that fortress.

Th e fortress of Seringapatam  is situated 
at the western end of an island, about 
three miles in length and one in breadth, 
formed by tw o arms o f the C avery  R iver. 
The northern and south-western faces are 
built on the shore o f the island, and the 
north-west bastion in the angle opposite

to w here the tw o branches o f the river 
divide. T h e river w as very  low  at this 
season of the year, and form ed but a slight 
obstacle to the b esieg in g  arm y.

T h e point selected fo r attack w as the 
northern end o f the south-w est face, and 
the M adras arm y had taken up its position 
opposite this end of the fortress. T h e 
Bom bay arm y crossed to the north side of 
the river, w here batteries w ere to be 
erected to enfilade the south-w est face of 
the fort.

Th ese batteries opened fire on the 20th, 
and told with such severe effect on the 
enem y that a v igo ro u s sortie was made 
by the garrison  in the early hours o f the 
22nd, with the intention o f d estroyin g 
them . A  dem onstration was made against 
the rear o f the B om bay arm y at 2 a.m ., 
and im m ediately afterw ards the outposts 
and advanced w orks w ere attacked by 
6,000 infantry, led by the French contin­
gent in T ip p o o ’s service. T h e enem y—  
especially the F rench— fou gh t w ith great 
spirit, and the en gagem en t, in which tw o 
com panies o f the 77th, under Lieutenant 
Law ren ce, distinguished them selves, lasted 
several hours. T h e M ysoreans w ere, 
how ever, at length repulsed with a loss of 
700 men, m any of the French being 
bayoneted inside the British  w orks.

In the course o f the n ext few  days the 
w hole o f the enem y’s outw orks south of 
the river w ere captured, and 011 the 28th 
and 29th batteries w ere erected 360 yards 
from  the w estern curtain, to  play on the 
north-w est bastion and open a breach 60 
yards to the south of it.

O n the evening of the 3rd M ay the 
breach appeared nearly practicable, and it 
was determ ined to assault the place the 
fo llo w in g  day, orders being given  for the 
necessary dispositions to be made during 
the night, and those troops of the B om bay 
arm y detailed to  take part in the assault 
brough t over to the south side o f the 
Cavery.

M ajor-G eneral D avid Baird, a veteran 
o f the Indian w ars, w ho had fo r som e 
years been a captive in the hands of 
Tippoo, was to com mand the force 
detailed for the assault, which w as told off 
into right and left colum ns. T h e latter 
was under the com mand o f L ieu t.-C olo nel 
Dunlop. 77th R egim ent, and consisted of 
the six  European flank com panies with the 
Bom bay arm y— i.e ., those o f H .M .’s 75th
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and 77th, and the B om bay R egim en t; the 
w hole of H .M .’s 12th and 33rd R e g im e n ts ; 
ten  B en gal sepoy flank com panies; and 
fifty  artillerym en. T h is colum n was to 
m ove left in front, and, after capturing 
the la rg e  cavalier behind the breach, to 
w heel to its left and proceed a lon g the 
n orthern  ram part till it joined hands with 
the right colum n, under C olonel S h er­
b rooke, directed to m ove in sim ilar m anner 
a lo n g  the southern ram parts. T h e two 
colum ns w ere to advance on the breach 
sim ultaneously if space adm itted, oth er­
w ise the left was to lead. E ach  w as to 
be preceded by a forlorn  hope of a ser­
geant and tw elve volunteers, supported by 
a subaltern and tw enty-five men. T h e 
leading flank com panies w ere provided 
with hand hatchets, and ordered to use 
the bayonet principally, and only fire in 
case of absolute necessity.

C o n trary  to  usual custom , General 
H arris ordered the assault to be made at 
1 p.m . “  F rom  kno w led ge of the cus­
tom s of the natives of In d ia ,”  he judged  
“  that the garriso n  would not be appre­
hensive of an assault, or prepared to m ake 
that obstinate resistance which at any 
other tim e m ight be expected to an 
a tta c k .”  A cco rd in g ly  the bombardment 
was resum ed in the m orning, and all 
th rou gh  the forenoon the guns roared 
across the C avery, as the British battered 
the breach and raked the south-w est face 
of the fort from  end to end. T h e infantry 
w ho w ere to m ake the assault m eanwhile 
awaited, crow ded in the trenches, the 
m om ent that w as to  decide the fate of 
Seringapatam . T h e y  had an arduous task 
before them , as is apparent to  anyone who 
takes his stand near the tw o half-buried 
guns that to-day m ark w here the advanced 
parallel w as in 1799, and gazes at the 
ram parts opposite across the river. It is 
true that the ditch is only about seven feet 
deep, and that the north-w est bastion is 
too small to have afforded a very  effective 
flank defence, but the breach m ust have 
been very  steep and difficult to surm ount, 
and im m ediately in rear of w here it was 
is a lo fty  cavalier, com m anding all the 
w orks at this a n g le  of the fortress, and 
separated from  the outer ram parts by a 
deep ditch. T h e existence of this ditch 
was unknow n to the b esiegers at the time, 
and this obstacle m ight have caused the 
failure o f the assault if the defence had 
been m ore ably conducted.

“  T h e state of silent and aw ful expecta­
tion in the tren ch es,”  says Co lon el W ilks,
“  as the expected hour approached, may 
be m ore easily im agined than described.
.....................W ithin a few  m inutes of one,
G eneral Baird sent round to the corps 
com posin g the assault to be ready at an 
in stan t’s w arning, and when the precise 
m om ent had arrived he ascended the par­
apet in the trench, in full v iew  of both 
arm ies, a m ilitary figure suited to such an 
occasion, and, w ith an en ergy  and anima­
tion not to be surpassed, draw in g his 
sw ord, and addressing the soldiers in a 
tone which thrilled a lon g the trenches, he 
desired them to fo llow  him and show them ­
selves w orthy o f the name of British 
so ld iers.”  (H istory o f M ysore.)

T h e storm ers im m ediately sprang out of 
the trenches and dashed across the wide 
and rocky river bed tow ards the breach. 
In spite of the heavy pounding of the 

. m orning, the enem y received them  with 
a very  heavy m usketry and artillery fire, 
and when Lieutenant Law ren ce, com­
m anding the support of the forlorn  hope, 
reached the top of the glacis he found that 
the forlorn  hope “  had form ed and com­
m enced to fire, instead of rushing in .” 
L aw ren ce, w ho had already been wounded 
by a shot in the left arm , “  ran from  right 
to left,, hurrahing them 011,”  and was at 
last com pelled to run th rou gh  the files 
to the front, calling out “  N o w  is the time 
for the b reach .” * O n this th ey leapt into 
the ditch, fo llow ed by the support, and 
clim bed up the steep slope in front- of 
them . In the breach they w ere m et by a 
body of M ysoreans, w ho gallantly  charged 
down, sw ord in hand, to m eet them . A 
severe hand-to-hand fight ensued, and 
C olonel D unlop, as he led up his grena­
diers and ligh t infantry, had a desperate 
encounter with one of T ip p o o ’s sirdars, 
w ho m et him scim itar in hand. Parrying 
a b low  with his sabre, he slashed open his 
adversary ’s breast and m ortally wounded 
him, but the man, with his remaining 
strength , responded w ith a cut that nearh 
hewed off D u n lop ’s head, and the Colonel, 
on reaching the summ it of the breach, 
fell from  loss of blood.

In spite of the resistance they encoun­
tered, only six  m inutes elapsed from  the 
m om ent that th ey advanced from  their 
trenches before  the storm ers reached the 
summit o f the breach and planted the

* L i fe  o f  S ir  H e n r y  L a w re n ce .
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British colours thereon in signal of their 
success. A  form idable obstacle, hitherto 
unsuspected, now  presented itself. In the 
order for the assault the left column had 
been directed to occupy the cavalier behind 
the breach before m ovin g a lo n g  the 
northern ram part. This cavalier, h o w ­
ever, was now  found to be part of an inner 
line of ramparts, and separated from  the 
outer line by a deep and apparently im pas­
sable ditch. O n seeing this G eneral Baird 
ordered the leading com panies of the left 
column to wheel to the left and clear the 
outer north ram part, while the regim ents 
in support found a means of crossin g the 
ditch.

Tippoo him self now  appeared on the 
scene to oppose the entrance of the hated 
British into his capital. H e had refused 
to listen to the w arnings o f his officers 
that an attack was imminent, and had 
allowed one of his youthful flatterers to 
summon the men from  their positions on 
the ramparts to receive their pay at mid­
day. H e him self was seated at his mid-day 
meal when the assault com m enced. O n 
the news being brought to him he hastened 
to the north rampart, with a glitterin g 
band of chiefs and nobles, to  oppose the 
further advance o f the British, and the 
flankers of the 75th and 77th and their 
com rades of the Bom bay R egim ent, met 
w ith a m ost determ ined resistance.

A ll their officers had now  been killed 
or disabled, and the enemy was sheltered 
by a succession of well-built traverses on 
the outer wall, and assisted by a heavy 
flanking fire from  the inner ram part. A t 
length, how ever, the British succeeded in 
obtaining access to the latter. H .M .’s 
12th R egim ent, who follow ed the Bom bay 
flankers, had been able to find a narrow  
platform  crossing the ditch, and their light 
com pany, gain ing the inner rampart and 
driving the enem y upon it before them, 
opened a heavy fire on the M ysoreans 
opposing the British on the outer wall.

Th e latter were now  enabled to m ake 
better headway, and, under Captain 
Lam bton, G eneral B aird ’s B rigade M ajor, 
w ho had assumed the command, steadily 
drove the enem y before them into the 
north-east corner of the fortress. H ere 
the surviving M ysoreans w ere attacked in 
rear by Colonel S h erbrooke’s colum n, and, 
after a great slaughter am ong them, 
utterly routed. Tippoo, who had retired

from  the north ram part som e time before, 
had been shot by a man o f the 12th, on 
his w ay into the inner fort, w hither he was 
retirin g in the hopes of hold ing it a fter the 
loss of the outer w orks.

A ll resistance 011 the part of the enem y 
was now  at an end, and the British were 
at length m asters o f Seringapatam .

T h eir share in the achievem ent cost the 
77th the loss o f three officers and sixty  
men killed and w ounded.* Captain O w en 
had been killed, and C olonel D unlop and 
Lieutenant Law ren ce severely wounded.

T h e latter officer w as the only survivor 
o f the four subalterns w ho had volun­
teered to co ver the forlorn  hope. H av in g  
been a lready wounded on his w ay up to 
the counterscarp, he received a second 
w ound w hile ascending the breach, and 
fainting from  loss of b lood, was d rag ged  
to one side and left ly in g  there, exposed 
to the full g lare of the m id-day sun. Som e 
hours later he w as found by a 77th man 
who happened to pass that w ay, and re co g ­
nized the yellow  facings of his regim ent 
on w hat he th ought was a dead officer. 
F inding Law ren ce still liv ing, the man, by 
a great effort— fo r L aw ren ce w as over 
six  feet in height, and bulky in p rop or­
tion— picked him up and staggered  off to 
camp, sw earin g “  he would not do as 
much fo r any other man of th em .” f  This 
unknow n soldier thus preserved the life 
of the man w ho was to be the father of 
those two fam ous brothers, S ir H en ry and 
L o rd  L aw ren ce, destined to render such 
splendid service to E n gland in later days.

* T h e  to t a l  loss o f  C o lonel D u n lo p ’s  co lu m n  w a s 
r74 (7 p e r  cen t.) k illed  and w o u n d ed . T h e  7 7 th  
fla n k  co m p an ies h a d  to  b e  co m p leted  to  100 m en  
ea ch , an d w ere co m m a n d ed  b y  C a p ta in s  J o sep h  
O w en  an d John S h aw e.

f  L ife  o f  S ir  H e n ry  L a w re n ce .
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SHORT HISTORY  
OF THE 2 /10th BATTALION  

THE MIDDLESEX REGT. 
(T.F.)

B y  M a j o r  C. Ja r r e t t , D .S .O ., T .D .

{Continued from  p. 21, A u g u st N o .)

A L L  that n igh t the m en did their best 
with their entrenching im plem ents to 

scratch som e sort o f cover, fo r no picks 
and shovels had com e up to the line yet. 
D u rin g  the night our tireless Q u arter­
m aster W allis had been to ilin g  to b rin g 
us up food  and w ater. H e had gallantly  
attem pted this several tim es during the 
day, but it had been im possible to b rin g his 
mules across the deadly Salt L ake.

T h e  next day, the n t h  A u g u st, h avin g ’ 
collected the com panies m ore or less 
during the n igh t, the B attalion  was 
ordered to  take over another sector of the 
line, a few  hundred yards to  the left of our 
first position, and this w as done by noon, 
under great difficulties; and from  then on. 
till the late night o f the 13th— 14th, w e 
dug ourselves in, suffering m any m ore 
casualties, but keep ing the line intact.

T h a t n igh t w e w ere relieved b y the 
1 /4th Sussex, and w ent back to the Beach 
“ A ”  fo r  duty, unloading ligh ters, etc. 
H ere w e w ere reinforced by the party 
which had been left behind at A lexandria, 
and w e had a very  try in g  period on this 
w ork till the 4th Septem ber. T h e w o rk in g  
parties w ere constantly shelled, and the 
w ork  was extrem ely arduous. B y  this 
time the strain and heat was tak in g  heavy 
toll of the Battalion, and there w ere many 
cases o f dysentery and para-typhoid.

O n the 4th Septem ber w e m oved to a 
small hillock (H ill 10, or “  T h e Bun ” ) 
on the Salt L ak e, which was being prepared 
as a sort o f h alf-w ay house to  the front 
lin e ; and also w ith the idea of it affording 
a position to fight back to, if w e had to 
evacuate the Peninsula. O n the 16th the 
Battalion had a spell in the front line till 
the 20th, a fter which it had several 
changes, and w as constantly at w ork  pre­
parin g trenches, and, as w e found out 
later, provid ing for the evacuation which 
w as to com e.

It w as orig in ally  intended that the force 
should leave the Peninsula at the end of 
N ovem ber, but a m ost terrible blizzard 
came dow n on us, w hich lasted three days 
and nights, com pletely stopp ing all pre­
parations. T h e  rain and cold wind were 
w orse than any of us could have imagined, 
and m any p oor fellow s succum bed to the 
exp osure. T h ere  w as absolutely no 
shelter. F in ally, on the 13th Decem ber, 
the departure w as fixed, and the arrange­
m ents and cam ouflage w ere so admirable 
that, as all the w orld  know s, the force was 
g o t off w ithout any serious casualties. 
T h e  B attalion  w as em barked on the night 
o f the 13th on a ligh ter, to  the Transport 
Elkahira, and later transhipped to the 
H averford, and reached A lexan d ria  on 
the 19th Decem ber.

Th us ended the first phase of the war 
service of the 2 / lo th  M iddlesex. The 
cam paign has been described as a “  glo­
rious tra g e d y .”  T ra g ic  it certainly was. 
H eart-breakin g w e all found it. A n d none 
who lived th rou gh  those five m onths of 
m isery and h o rror can ever fo rg e t them.

2. Egypt.
O n arrival in E g y p t, the 2 /io th  was 

sent to W ardan, on the w estern edge of 
the D elta, and several w eeks w ere spent 
in re-equipping and re-organ izin g the 
B atta lion ; also in training.

O n the 15th February, 1916, the Bat­
talion w as m oved by rail to the oasis of 
the Fayoum , and w as stationed at the 
v illage  of D eir E l A zab. T h e reason of 
this was that there w as a grave  unrest 
and hostility  from  a sect called the Senussi, 
w ho w ere g iv in g  a lot of trou ble; and 
so it w as found necessary to m ake a 
dem onstration again st them , and to  gar­
rison the w estern districts o f Egypt. 
T h ree  m onths w ere spent in this o a s is ; and 
a lot of g o o d  train ing w as put in during 
that time. D etachm ents w ere sent off 
from  time to time to other v illages, such 
as K efr-M ah fu d , K om -She-Sha and Kom- 
A bu-R adi.

N o trouble w as experienced from  the 
natives, other than a general sullen hos­
tility. which did not am ount to any actual 
fightin g. T h e y  w ere distinctly overawed 
by the display of force by the British, and 
the success o f the M o to r C ar Expedition 
in the northern districts kept them quiet.
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On the 26th M ay the Battalion was 

relieved, and m oved back across E g yp t 
to the Suez Canal line. A t that time the 
Tu rk  had just failed in his attem pts to 
invade E gyp t, and had been pushed back 
from the Canal into the Sinai D esert a 
few miles. A  fortified line had been pre­
pared about 12 to 14 miles east of the 
Canal, in the barren, sandy w aste, and a 
very stron g system o f wire entanglem ents 
and trenches had been constructed. Th e 
2/ioth  was allotted a sector coverin g 
Ismailia, and all through the scorching 
summer of 1916 it occupied the trenches. 
These trenches were very difficult to con­
struct and to maintain, for the sand was 
very loose, and sandbags w ere the only 
possible means of revetm ent. W hen built, 
the sand kept filtering through, and every 
wind brought m ore sand into the trenches, 
so the w ork was continual.

Fortunately the T u rk s were not very 
aggressive, so things were com paratively 
peaceful.

In July Lieut.-Colonel Pank vacated the 
command, and returned to England. Th e 
Battalion was given to M ajor V . L . N. 
Pearson, of the M iddlesex Regim ent.

During* the last months of the year the 
Battalion occupied various sectors o f the 
Suez Canal front, and had a period of 
intensive training at Ismailia, preparatory 
to the general m ove forw ard across Sinai, 
which was contem plated by the Com- 
m ander-in-Chief.

This advance began in N ovem ber, and 
the 2 /ioth  started its lo n g  desert march 
on the 23rd N ovem ber from K an tara, the 
various halts being as follow  : —

N ovem ber 27.— H ill 70.
N ovem ber 28.— Pelusium.
N ovem ber 29.— Rom ani.
N ovem ber 30.— E l Rabah.
Decem ber 1.— K hirba (for a fortnight).
D ecem ber 18.— B ir E l Abd.
D ecem ber 19.— Salmana.
D ecem ber 20.— B ir E l M azar.
These places were m erely names in most 

cases. There was little to be seen, except 
a little gro ve, or hod, of palm trees, and 
a few  shallow  w ells, usually of very 
brackish w ater. T h ey  w ere sim ply the 
recognized halting places of the old car­
avan route from Palestine down to E g yp t.

T h e men found the heavy, loose sand 
very tryin g to march on, and there were 
manv other discom forts.

F o llo w in g  a lo n g  behind the colum ns, 
the E n gin eers, assisted by hosts of E g y p ­
tian labourers, w ere building a railw ay at 
the rate o f several miles a day, and also 
layin g down a large iron pipe to carry 
precious w ater to the arm y. Th is pipe 
line was a w onderful piece of w ork. Th e 
w ater, which came from  the N ile, a long 
a canal to K an tara, wras pumped through 
a siphon under the Suez Canal. Then, by 
stages o f about 40 m iles each, into reser­
voirs. A s each stage  w as com pleted the 
w ater was taken forwrard to rail-head in 
tanks on the railw ay, and thence on by 
cam el convoy to the advancing troops.

W ith the forem ost infantry w ere large 
w orkin g parties layin g down a track made 
of four widths o f sm all-mesh w'ire netting, 
laced togeth er. This made a belt four 
cards wide, wdiich, when p eg g ed  down on 
the sand, m ade a w onderfully good  road 
to march on". T h e wire did not sink into 
the sand, and the relief to the infantry 
com ing a lo n g  later was very great.

A t M azar the Battalion rem ained until 
the 1st F ebruary, em ployed in con­
structing an elaborate scheme o f defence 
w orks.

On the 1st February the m ove forward 
began again , and the halts w ere: —

February 1.— M aadan.
F ebruary 2.— B ardaw il.
February 3.— E l Arish (three w eeks).
February 22.— E l Burj.
February 23.— Sheikh Zow aid.
M arch 8.— -Longview .
M arch 21.— R afa  (the boundary of 

Palestine), and the change from 
desert to some sem blance of culti­
vation.

M arch 24.— K h an  Y ounes.
M arch 25.— D eir El Belah.
A t this point begins a fresh chapter in 

our history, for the T u rk s had made up 
their minds to bar our further p rogress, 
and had stron gly fortified a line from the 
sea at G aza through Bir-es-Saba (Beer- 
sheba).

3. Palestine, (i) Gaza.
O n the 26th M arch the attack on G aza 

was launched, and, without being able 
here to describe the battle as a w hole, we 
will fo llow  the fortunes of our Battalion.

T h e task allotted to the 160th B rigade 
was to attack and hold the L abyrin th , 
which was- the name given  to a very
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elaborate system  of trenches south-west 
o f G aza  C ity , with m any cactus hedges 
of considerable h eight, and quite im pos­
sible to get through.

T h e B attalion  left its bivouac at one 
o ’clock  in the m orning, and the tim e-table 
o f events, in the brief lan guage o f the 
w ar diary, is as fo llo w s: —

M arch 26—
H ours.
0100.— M arched from  bivouac.
0330.:— Crossed  W adi el G uzzi in support 

o f i/4th  R oyal Su ssex  R egim ent, 
and made the high ground at E l 
Sheluf.

1150.— A dvanced to attack of Labyrin th  
trenches of G aza defences.

1330.— Cleared Labyrinth  and took up 
position 800 yards from  outskirts 
o f G aza.

1770.— R einforced by 2/4th Q u een ’s, less 
tw o com panies.

1800.— Contact with 1 / 5th E ssex  on right.
M arch 27— •

0200.— Battalion withdraw n by orders. 
0430.— T o o k  up position 011 E l Sheluf.
1100.— N ew  line S .W . of Sheluf to cover 

withdraw al o f 2/4th Q u een ’s.
1400.— Resum ed original position at E l 

Sheluf.
1830.— R elieved by i/4th  R oyal Sussex, 

2/4th Q u een ’s.
1900.— Sent forw ard again to line to repel 

threatened attack from  left.
2000.— T o  Sheikh R ashid, and form ed new 

outpost line.
From  the official narrative of this 

action, which was sent by Colonel Pearson 
to B rigad e H eadquarters, som e inter­
estin g details are forthcom ing, which 
explain the reasons for the w ithdraw al, 
after capturing the Labyrinth.

Colonel Pearson says : —
“  O w in g  to the extraordin arily  broken 

nature o f the groun d, which was covered 
with deep pits, ravines and w atercourses, 
it was im possible to see what w ere the 
m ovem ents of our ow n troops except for 
a few  yards at a time. U rg en t appeals 
w ere made for S. A . A ., w ater and stretcher- 
bearers. W ounded w ere ly in g  about with 
little prospect of rem oval. Th e troops 
were g ro w in g  very  w eak fo r want of
w a t e r ......................at 6.30 p.m . there was
little change in the situation, though 
several small m ixed detachm ents were

organized  from  stra g g lers and pushed 
into the line. A n y  attem pt at advance 
im m ediately drew' heavy concentrated m a­
chine-gun fire fro’m enem y guns concealed 
in the cultivation on the left flank. . . . 
A t 7 p.m . the left flank was throw n back- 
still m ore, in order to save surprise by 
small bodies of the enem y. I considered 
that unless large  reinforcem ents were 
pushed forw ard, both to m y left flank and 
to the general line held by the 160th Bri­
gade, the position would becom e unten­
able. 1 reported by telephone to H .Q . 160th 
B rigad e that, in m y opinion, the position 
would be untenable if attacked, unless the 
necessary reinforcem ents were forth­
com ing. A t 1 1 p.m . orders w ere received 
that the B rigade will w ithdraw  from  pre­
sent lin e.............. W ater had arrived about
now, and was issued to the front line, but 
only am ounted to h alf a pint each man. 
T h e B rigade m oved back at 4.30 a.m . to 
the El Sheluf p o sitio n .”

T h e Battalion received high com menda­
tion fo r its behaviour on this occasion. 
T h e fo llo w in g  m essages are 011 reco rd : —

(a) Copy of Telegram  to 2 /io th  M iddle­
sex j sent by G .O .C . 160th B rigade :

“  F o llo w in g  m essage received from 
G eneral D allas (Com m anding 53rd D ivi­
sion) : —

‘ M uch reg ret that order to withdraw 
from  the position so gallantly  taken by 
you  and yo u r troop s had to be ordered. 
T h e y  gained their objective over most 
difficult ground in a m agnificent way. 
W ill you please tell them how much I 
appreciate the g rea t effort they have 
m ad e.’

(b) H .Q .  160th In f. Brigade.
Brigade Order of "the Day.

T h e G .O .C . 160th B rigade w ishes to 
thank all Officers, N .C .O s . and men for 
the very  gallant w ork  they did in the 
operations of the 26th and 27th.

This B rig ad e nobly upheld the high 
character it possesses when it was put 
to the test in battle.

T h e tak in g  of the Labyrinth was a 
great feat in arms.

T h e G .O .C . deplores the losses we 
suffered in Officers, N .C .O s . and men, 
but we m ay feel certain that the enemy 
suffered much heavier.
28-3-1917.
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(c) Copy of a letter, dated 28-3-J7, from 

G .O .C . 160th B rigad e to L ieut.-C ol. 
V . L. N . Pearson, C om dg. 2/ioth  
M iddlesex.
“  General Dallas has asked me to tell 

all the Officers and men 'o f the 160th 
Brigade how m uch he admired their 
gallant conduct during the operations of 
the 26th and 27th, and all you did in 
helping him in a very difficult situation.

“  T h e taking of the Labyrinth was a 
gallant piece of w ork, and tne consolida­
tion of the front under heavy and con­
tinuous enfilade fire, to which the 
Brigade was exposed for tw o days and 
nights, was a situation to shake any but 
the best troops.

“  l ie  much deplores the heavy losses 
you suffered in gallant Officers and men, 
but those of the T urks must have been 
far heavier. W e also captured the
G .O .C . and Staff of the 53rd Turkish 
Division, four field guns, and 800 pri­
soners. T h ey  m ust have had numerous 
casualties.

“  H e wishes me to let you know how 
proud he is to command a Division in 
which they are such an im portant factor 
in all resp ects.”
From  this time till the 19th A pril the 

Battalion was em ployed in holding the line 
of the W adi G uzzi, until the time was 
considered ripe fo r a second attem pt to 
take Gaza. O n the m orning of the 19th 
this attack began, and the time-table of 
the Battalion is as fo llow s: —

April 19th—
Hours.
0715.— Com m enced advance. O bjective, 

right redoubt of Sam pson’s R idge.
1115.— R einforced by 1 / 4th R oyal Sussex. 
1300.— Sam pson’s R idge taken at the point 

o f the bayonet. Th e Battalion cap­
tured tw o officers and 43 men of the 
enemy.

1315-— Consolidated the new position.

April 20th—
0345.— Battalion relieved by 1 /5th and 

1/7th R oyal W elch Fusiliers, and 
m oved to sea-shore N . of the mouth 
of the W adi Guzzi.

This action was apparently much ham­
pered by difficulties on the left flank of the 
Battalion. It appears that the 2/4th 
Royal W est K en t Regim ent was delayed

in the earlier stages, and its Com m anding 
Officer was wounded. H e sent his A d ju ­
tant to Colonel Pearson, askin g him to 
take over the Battalion as well as his own, 
but the A djutant was him self m ortally 
wounded b efore he could g iv e  his m essage. 
E ven tually  the tw o battalions storm ed 
Sam pson ’s R id ge, and a fter hand-to-hand 
fighting with bayonet and bomb they took 
the position.

Th e casualties suffered by the 2 /ioth  
M iddlesex in these attacks 011 G aza were 
very heavy, viz. :

O fficers: K illed , 6 (also one officer of 
Th e Buffs, attached to the 2 / io th  M id­
dlesex); wounded, 12.

O th er R a n k s : K illed, 41; died of
w.ounds, 8; m issing, 32; wounded, 240. 
T o ta l, 339.

(ii) ”  In  F ront of G aza.”
A lth o u gh  the attack on Sam pson’s R id ge 

by the 160th B rigade was a success, the 
general advance was not so, and the force 
was obliged to settle down to trench w ar­
fare again , 011 the line G aza to Beersheba. 
Th e Battalion had several m oves in the 
line and in reserve during the m onths of 
M ay to O ctober. T h e chief incidents 
during this period w ere: —

Colonel Pearson appointed to command 
160th B rigade, and M ajo r A . P. H ohler 
appointed to com mand 2 /ioth  M iddlesex.

A u g u st 11.— A  patrol of one officer and 
20 men reconnoitred S u g a r  L o a f H ill, and 
found a listening post o f three T u rk s. 
K illed  tlie lot.

A u g u st 13th.— Raided S u g ar L o a f with 
three officers and three platoons. M et a 
Turkish raiding party. Sharp fighting- 
resulted in rout of T u rk s. W e brough t 
in one Turkish officer, wounded, and one 
man, also the bodies of tw o dead T u rk s.

A u gu st 15.— During- the night tw o offi­
cers and tw o platoons rushed S u g ar L o a f 
with the bayonet and captured it. Th e 
T u rk s made tw o desperate attem pts to 
recapture the hill, but were driven off by 
our flanking Lew is guns.

O u r casualties w ere one man killed and 
nine wounded. W e counted 38 dead 
Turks.

A u gu st 25.— Th e Battalion w ithdrawn 
to D eir El Belah for intensive training, 
which lasted till 24th O ctober.

(To he continued.)

P r i n t e d  b y  G a l e  &  P o l d e n ,  L t d . ,  W e l l i n g t o n  W o r k s ,  A l d e r s h o t .  4 , 6 3 9 - B .
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